On Science Frontier
By Gobind Behari Lal

EDICINAL and decorative herbs and flowers,

also strange fruits, that grow in profusion

in the Himalayan Mountains have been collected

and sent to the United States by the Urusvati
Himalayan Research Institute,

During 193r Urusvati presented to the New
York Botanical Gardens a collection of 700
plant numbers, representing 3,000 specimens and
35 packets of seeds. The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture received 45 seeds packets.

* % %
THE importance of these gifts is pointed out
by Dr. E. D. Merill, director of the New
York Botanical Gardens, in these words: “The
scientific value of the collections already assem-
bled is very great. The Himalayan flora (plant
world) is very diversified and an interesting one,
containing many species of marked beauty and
others of great economic importance. Few parts
of the world can be compared with this particular
area in the ‘richness and in the economic and
scientific value of its plant life.”
* %%
8 for the authorities of the Urusvati Institute,.
they believe firmly, and apparently for
most sound reasons, that the Himalayan herbs
may prove of far reaching benefit in treatment
of various$ kinds of diseases. Indeed, they have
an obsession that something that might prove
most valuable in treatment of malignant growths
might be thus discovered.
% &+ %
URUSVATI has been established at Naggar,
&/ Kulu Mount, in the Himalayan range, on the
northwestern slope, The Institute flourishes
under groves of deodars, spruces, pines, and over-
looks the famous Kulu/Valley, where pears and

many other fruits have incomparably delicious
taste and aroma.

= * » %
IT is all the result of Professor Nicholas
A& Roerich’s enterprise. The Journal of Urus-
vati, published from the New York headquarters,
contains some very interesting scientific mate-
rial. One is impressed by the names of some of
the sponsors of the Institute: Dr. Albert Ein-
stein, Professor R. A. Millikan, Sir J. C. Bose,
Sir C. V. Raman, Dr. Horner Swift of the Rocke-

feller Institute.
¥ *

SO far the Urusvati Institute has concerned
itself mainly with studies in ancient archaeol-
ogy, history and literature—of India, Tibet, trans-
Himalayan Asia and so on.
%% %
WHAT can be more fascinating than shaking
~ hands with the men and women of thousands

of years ago? And this is the sort of intimate
. introduction that is made between us and the
.- folks of a six-thousand-year-old civilization by
' Colonel A. E. Mahon in the Urusvati Journal,
volume second.

L %
COLONEL MAHON tells the story of the
recent archaeological .discoveries in north-
western India, at Mohenjodaro and Harappa, by
British and Indian archaeologists. At Mohen-
jodaro an area of 17,000 square yards has: been
cleared to a depth of 18 feet below the surface.
What strange cities have been unearthed, after
a peaceful burial since 3,000 years hefore Christ,
and earlier!
G PR
WELL, there were nudists in those days, too.
“Among the lower classes men went naked,
and women with a narrow loin cloth only, though
there is a statuette of a dancing girl without even
this garment. Clothes were worn more for the
sake of adornment than for any sense of shame.
Ornaments were worn freely by all classes.” :




- kept busy examining applicants for
railroad tickets. Fulton G. Watts,
fingerprint expert, wearing glasses,

is shown taking the record of one

of th_e men. Associated Press Photo.
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Dr. Koelz went to Tibet in 1930
0o collect biological materials for

rhe Roerich Himalayan Research
Institute. He passed the farthest
British' outposts and “went native”
for the purpose of gaining first-
hand knowledge of the -couniry.
He dressed in native costume and |
ate barley pancakes and other
Tibetan fare.
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THE people north  of the Hima-

layas accepted the young
American like a brother; lost their
camera shyness and posed for pic-
tures, helped him gather plant and
animal specimens and willingly sold
him art materials at reasonable
prices.

Dr. Koelz had a Tibetan prince
for his travelling companion. To-
gether they shot ibex and ovis am-
mon, swam their horses across the
dangerous waters of the upper
Indus and helped them  over the|
| highest passes of the Himalayan
mountains, 20,000 feet. above. sea
level.

As a result of his two years ot
labor Dr. Koelz was able to bring
back to America probably the richest
collection of educational mater |
ever taken out of Ti )

dreds of years ago, ancient Kashmir
shawls, hand-wrought personal orna-
ments of silver and semi-precious
stones and  thousands of zoological
and botanical specimens.
3 * * Uk
R. KOELZ formerly was' con- |{

nected with the University of
Michigan Museum of Zoology as’ a
fish and bird specialist. He was
naturalist of the Donald MacMillan
polar expedition in 1925. ;

“The people of Tibet have many

icustoms which would seem unen-
lightened to the average American,”
lDr. Koelz said in telling of his ex-
| periences. “For example, they are
absolutely unable to understand why
we should change our style of dress
each year when it is so much more
}logical to maintain the same styles.

“I found the people of Tibet very
hospitable, Even the poorest beggar
is never turned away. In trade they
like to bargain, but they willingly
give away half their food to any
one who needs it.

iey are a healthy people. Small=|
pox is the only important disease
in Tibet.

* Alll *

‘*THEIR. resources are few and

there is little pasture for
their livestock, so it has been nec-
essary-to restrict population. Only
one son in each family is allowed
to marry. This applies even to
royalty. The unmarried sons share
their brother’s wife, and family
squabbles are unheard of.

“Girls who do not obtain hus-
bands cut off their hair and retire |
to monasteries to pray for their
relatives.

“There also are many Buddhist
monks in Tibet, and countless mon-
asteries.  Monks and nuns live in
the same monasteries and scandals
ate rare.”

* L] *

O one can question that Tibet

is the land of the first sky-




380 HERBS OF TIBET
ARE LISTED BY MUSEUM:

Roerich Group Reports Progres
After Two Years of Research |
in Himalayan Area.

Three hundred and eighty valuabla’
species of medicinal herbs have been|
recorded by the Himalayan Research '
Institute of the Roerich Museum at
Naggar, in the Kulu Valley of Tibet,
according to an informal report of
progress received here by the mu-
seum authorities. The report covers'
two years of study by the institute!
of the medical uses of Hima.layan;
and Tibetan plant life, done mainly
at Urusvati. / |

Plans  for the expansion of tha'
work this Summer include expedij-
tions into Spiti, Rupshu and Ladak,
while an archaeological, ethnological '
and linguistic expedition will operate
in Lahul and, if possible, in Spiti, :
the museum’s announcement said.

‘“One aspect which has contributed
to the. success of these experiments
has been the confidence of the
Tibetan lamas, as many of these na-
tive medical secrets are in the pos=-
session  of only the highly initiated
lamas,’”’ the report said.

‘‘Another factor has been the estab-
lishment of the Urusvati Free Medi-
cal Clinic, under the direction of Dr.
Lozina, where the natives are being
treategl for various diseages.

—_—




ON EXHIBITION :
TODAY (SUNDAY) from2to5p. m, ||

and CONTINUING DAILY until {§i
SALE,-from 10 a. m. to'6 p. m: at |fi

NATIONAL |

|ART GALLERIES ||

INC.
AUCTIONEERS and APPRAISERS '

HOTEL PLAZA

Rose Room, Fifth Ave.at 58th St. |f

Unrestrictéd Public Sales

PART I of a Collection of

RARE ART
OBJECTS

| Including XVIII century French

Gold and Enamel Snuff Boxes, ||
Bonbonieres, Watches, Chinese |#
Jades and Porcelains, etc.

Sold By Order of

| HARVEY H. STECKEL |}
TRUSTEE, Allentown, Pa. ‘

An Unusual Assemblage of

TAPESTRIES|
o 3 1\ i :




