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New York Tele gram

LEE B. WooD

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

February 15, 1933,

Colonel A, E, Mahon,
Himalayan Research Institute
Roerich Museum,
§ IR 17
laggar, Kulu
Punjab, India.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of January 18th,

the article entitled "A Savant Goes Native to Learn

About Tibet", which appeared in the World-Telegram
vy the Associated

of August 12th, 1932, was furnished us
Press and in printing the article we had every reason

to believe the information was correct,

We are referring your letter to them and

requesting that they reply to you.

Very truly yours,
Lee B. Wood.,

TBW:Z
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Tibet,the land of the highest mountainsg and the first skyscrapers,still
is virgin country for the scientist and ‘ntl Marian,according to Dr.Walter
¥.Foelzg,American explorer and paturalist,who spent two years gathering
hblCHCE and art materiasls north of the ii;mlayas.

Heretofore only Britieh scientists have worked in the Himalayan country
the Associated Press reports,and even they have notv penetrated far beyond
the borders of English controlled territory adjacent to Northern Indis.

Dr.koelz went to Tibet in 1930 to collect bioclogical materials for the
Roerich Himalayan Research Institute, le passed the farthest British out-
posts and "went native® for the purpose of @ ining firsthand knowledge of
the country,., He dressed in native costume and ate barley pancakes and other
Tibetan fare,

The people north of the Himalayas accepted the young American like a
brother, 168t their camera ghyness and posed for pictures,helped him gather
plant and animal speciments and willingly sold him art materials at reason-
able prices.

Pr.,Foelz had s Tibetan prince for hie travelling companion. Together
they shot ibex and ovix ammon, swam their horses aeross the dangerous
waters of the upper Indug and helped them over the hithest passes of the
Himalayan mountains, 20,000 feet above sea level.

As a result of his two years of labor Dr.Xoelz was able to bring back
to America probably the richest colleetion of educational material ever
talen out of Tibet by one expedition/ He brougnht back paintings which re-
present & lost art of hundreds of years ago, ancient sSashmir shawls, hand~
wrought peérsonal ornaments of silver and semi-precious stones and thousands
of zoologlecal and botanical specimens,

Dr.Xoelz formerly was cornected with the University of Michigan Museum
of Zoology as a flsh and bird specialist. He was naturalist of the Donald
Maeiillan polar expedition in 192856,

“The people of Tibet have many customs which would seem unenlightened
to the average American”,Dr.Koelz said in telling of his experiences."For

xample, they are zbsolutely unable to understand why we should change our
ktyle of dress ehcn vear when it is eo much more logical to maintain the
same stvles,

%7 found the neoplé of Tibet very hospitable,BEven the poorest beggar
is mever turned away. In trade they like to bargain. but they willingly
give avay half of their food to zny one who needs it,

"They are n healthy people: “mallpox is the only important disease

Tivet, "
"Pheir resourees are few and there is little pasture for their livestock
50 it has ben necessary to restriet population, Only ome son in each fa-
wil& is sllowed to marry. This spplies even to royalty, The unmarried sons
share tneir brother's wife, and family scuabbles are unheard of.

*Girls who do not obtain hutbands cut off Th eir halr and retire to mo=
nasteries to pray for their relatives,

"There algo are many Pusdhist monmks in Tibet and countless monasteries.
Vonks and nuns live in the same monasterics and scandals are rare,”

Yo one can gueation that Tibet iz the land of the first skyscrapers,
Dr.Foelz believes., The king's palace at Leh, eapital of lLadakh in Western
Tibet, is a none~atorv structure several hundrdd years old, There is a
thirteen~story palace at Thasa, home of the Dalai Lama of Tibet.

"Banditry 18 a regognized sud honorable profesesion im Tibet",Dr,Koelz
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