REPORT OF THE BOTANIOYT OF THE URUGVATI
HIMATAYAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF ROERICH MUCEUM

The Botanist ayrived in Naggar on May 28th, 1930, For a
month botanicgl equipment was held up by Customs in Bombay
and; when it gas finally released in late June, the raine had
begun so LGt collecting was possible only at intervals,

In spite i difficulties very good collections were made of
the spriyig flowers from the 8000«12000 fis altitudes in the
Kulu Vafley./( On July 10%h collecting was begun a¢ross the
Rothang Pass in Lahul and this work has proceeded through
‘the sumuer, The Lahul District has been covered from Jupa
on one side to and across the Chamba border and to the Rothang
Passe Explorations have been made not only in the river
bottoms but also on the slopes to the perpetual snows

~Zhe botanicnl eollecticn now couprises some 1400 numbers; .
represeéuting over lLO,000 specimens, 1% is believed thab

00 of the Lahul Tlora 1s included in this collection.

Range extension of known species will undoubtedly be
revealed by an analysis of this material and it is probable
that new forms will be discovered.

The specimens form a basis for the study of the etinobotany
of the reglon, Wherever possible, information has been
gathered regarding native uses of plants and a surprisingly
large percentage are used as food, flavoring, medicine and -
ornament s Particular stress has been given to the acquisition”
not only of am herbarium collection of the medicinal plants
(these are known only by Tibetan names), but also samples
of as many as possible have been gathered so that they will be
available for future experimental uses. Jyelyinclude EDhddra,
iley Gentlany-R ~ABVET - RoRUY,-9%dal, Information

i e pocsession, for the most
part, of a s Bmvery effort has been made,
and with considerable success, to secure their cooperation in
the study of the Tibetan medicines, Their naming of th. plangs
is of course indispensible, The varicus men have been separately
consulied and the information from the several scurces compureds
Invpluable assigtanee has been remgered by a yowng lakur, who

bs much estgemed in the valiey,

Buages current and has a keen

r inveﬂtigations.

In addition to the plant collections, a &o0d collection compris-
ing al present some 300 specimens, has been made of the local ;
birds, This number, it 1s expecteds willL be raised to 1000
during the years It will contain many rare and sowe new thingse.
e +3 have o fuch Dempered, chiefly by the unwilling.
ness of the runjab Govergment %y gooperpte, thie in spite of '
the fact that cooperation e codlagtor was requested by
two great American un pitids, We vand Michigan.
license to car 3 ; Jos—Teoety v :

AP L eEtIy % : ! ortagce have also been
made of the B8 pnd insects, :




It will be possible to distribute to foreign institutions at
least three complete sets of the herbarium material. There
will also be a number of incomplete sets available for gift
Or exchange, besides a large part of the zoological materials
It should also be meéntioned that secds of interesting alpine
plants will be sent to interested collectors abroad, among
them seeds of some species that will cexrtainly be found to be
valuable additions to the flowers now cultivated.

In view of the fact that the study of the medicinal uses of
the plantis is 80 iwportant a part of our work; it is suggested
tha. next year collections be made in Spiti and Ladak. (The
medicinal herbs grow chiefly ¥4 high/810d tudes™only).. IV is
expected that the British Goyernmet will refuse permitgl on
for such investigations and/1t iy suggest ed, accordingly, that
Harvard University be askef to deGure persission in péturn for
much desired zoological m@&gpfal\from épe regione

The study of the plauits from the various aspectss plant ecology,
phytogzeography, ethnobotany, afford a field of tremendous posgie
bilities, It i1s strongly to be hoped not only that the present
studies can be ¢ontinued, but that their scope can be expanded,

In other braficiipg, alseg, much is Po-DEEpnes A geQgfaphic and
ethnologidal study of the Lahul Distriet,\for examble, would

give styiking resu$$s. Three jFotally diff\erent lénguages are
spoken/in three villgges, the/extremes of wolch Are about fourteen
milesg/apart, and the atives  of each village ard distinguished

further by diffecent mannees and dress.

(Signed) walter Koels

Kyelang, Lahul
Auwgust 31, 1930
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Messrs. BUKSH ELAHEE & CO..,
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