SYNOPSIS.
"MASTER OF THE MOUNTALNS". OF "BAGE OF THE HIMATAYAS®.
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ﬁ;k%Nicolas Roerich, the great Russian painter, philosopher and trawe¥ler,

settled down in the beautiful Western Himalayen Valley of Kulu in 1928,
He had itravelled and trekked intensively in the Eastern Himalayesn

J;;V tqgritoriesiéfgﬁe?al; Bhutan and ‘Sikkim, as well as in Ladakh,lahoul and —
40/ Tibet and the Altai-Himalayas. And ultimately, selected the Kulu Valley
as hiﬁ pernanent home, He selected this spol because he loved the
Himeleves and drew his inspiration for his paintings from the grand and
majestic scenery of these the world's highest mountsins, from whence
the groat and sacred Indisn rivers teke their sources and which po3sess
some of the most besutiful and fertile valleys noted for their rare flora
and Tauna,

Amids?t theig inspiring surroupding; FEQQ;D the integig gilence of the
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mountains, M Roerich's spimiduedy philosophies found‘fulles{'axpression.
- (ﬁg}%gyingwia»the'Hindu”aﬁd Fuddhist theory th%}f%he,ﬂim&layas are the
abode_of the grast peligious-iiasters.and. Sagés, and that through meditetion
., g20d. parchis AowsTs ba-cquld oo c&tgfig';s:gwé?jhe pent his days here |
in qaiet coné%ntratiof, painting his masterpie.,s/Zgggihighiv~ﬁhilosgphieal
SRIES 2 et against the Himalayas., Through these works, he has shown .
not only his matchless feeling for eolour and Nature's many moods, but{//“
has put into them a spiritual meaning that illuminates each subject wifth *~

a rare and gleyious beauily .« '7?_‘“”"‘ %‘* Ae . ‘ /)w; o
df‘,dﬁazpztaaqbl b K Cent, stecs o> /25 fotwrd | :

Kulwg Valley, also known as the Valley of the Deas River, is adjacent to
the territories of ILahoul, Spiti and Ladakh, the people of which are

of Tibeten origin and speak the Tibetan language. So one findz ég.tha
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valley, the influeneces g§ both the Hindu and the Buddhist phides es
and culdtures. : «Roerich could study both these aspects of

gpizitual thought and ideals, He also found the inhabitants of this
region to be very simple, friendly, and iheugh-+iTTicsabe,.possessing -
a besutiful house situated ideally om the slopes of s mountain at Naggar,

quaint customs, and an innate culture and artistie sé;s

6000 fcet sbove sea level , mot far from the village and overlooking

/
/%;/ézf a splendid vista of the valley and its snow ranges. =

ek D, i d a pine aad rhododendwen-forest atdeshsl
g Cerlanm
. 7y 08 Wett—as 2 fruit orchardsef cherries, pears, apples and
P o ;
peaches, 1In his garden he grew several %%Eieties of Himslayan and Alpine
flowers,-many of them quite rareyZm the villagelRd the—Loodmoi-hia-home,
there.is =n ancient Hindu temple with .an Qracle.. o the tempie’and the
priests/he gave his patronage and encouraged fairg and festivals and
handiersfts, particularly te the revival of the old art of shawl weaving.
oea., B4
In gddition to +heE® manv cultural acti % “R riir_a:é'ém@a g
4,,('.4«/ readyZaslri e b g R %%Sw"e e
Heangium, uwhpre—e=ws Himalayen medi€intl plants and herbs were collecte
stored and estalogued under the supervision of a Rustizm Scientists Yr
Indian botanists were encouraged to come and study these rare specim

and to go into the mountains on seclentifie trips to explore the flor
Fauna of the area.
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&ggf Tndian leaders including Mr,JTowsharlel Nehrm eame to vi~*1:42p{;09rich
at his home in Xulu to discuss with him cultural and philosophieal probelms,
and he helped the leaders in their struggle for frecdow by uls adviece and
sympathetic understanding. Working eeaselessly ZE*QZ. painting and

ereating new masterpieces, he was recognised aa(fﬁéj%ﬁst prolific peinter s
of a1l time, who painted the largest num%zi of ,paintings in his lifetime,
having ﬂompletﬁd'ﬁsgigSOOO paintings b“a¥§€~kulu~vallev,

end meking his own colours from the indigenous ;Ionv*“Tound in the area.

A distinmuished writer of travel and philosophical treatises, which
hqq pquff ”or1ﬂ renown, the Roerich books have been published abroad &2
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who publdicshsd the—Tadd—nclitions,

When he settled in the Kulu Vallev, nggoerich built a studio far up in
the Lahoul Vallev where he used to go during summer into the solitude of
the mountsins to paint and write., Here, he produced smme of his greatest
masterpieces. In all his work he had the co-operation and loving collabor-

etion of his wife Madame Roerich and his two sons Dr.Georgy hoerich and
Svetoslav Roerich, Msdome Roerich being herself a a.ez:&éz wrlter ad) SA7 e~

. rietsphilosophy, had many of her books tranglated and
published in several Ruropean langueages , and writigg to the,ﬁﬁé,ﬁf her
life, she left many valuable unpublished manuseripts that axm(ﬁﬁﬁiffn*
publication.
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rare ‘and valusble Sanskrit and Tibetan manusoripts.»SVetoslav Roerich,
studied painting with his father and specialised in portrait studies and
paintings of the Himelayas. He is ome of the foremost painters of todav.
His wife, beautiful and talented Madame Devika Rani Roerich ,whom he
married in 1945, is the grand-niece of the late Poet Rabindranath Tagore,
and was ot one time India's top film star and first lady Film Producer,
who gave grest dignity and prestige to the Indian Film Industry. Today,
she is one of the Directors of the Sangeet Naetnk Akadami, the hwtionql
Cttwwmgf Arts, sponsered by the Government of Indisa, M""’

B liicolas Roerich ayed in 1949, much mourned bv the people of the Kulu
Vallev whom he had served in meny ways, and he has left an impzet of
his personality, his philosophy of life and his art mot onlyv on them
but on Indis. The house where he lived is to be turned into g lMueeum,
: : : e’ - 4oq;z*p4f2;
together with his paintings and.&b‘r;xeasusar and-his aRitm, There is

also a move to start a cultural centre there Lo further serious study and
et i C el wurS—

the development of the Arts and Rhilesephs. After his death, the family

moved to Kalimpong in the Eastern Himalayas, where Dr.George Roerich

carried on his research work and translations of Sanckrit and Tibetan

Titerature, Madame Roerich also continued with her philesephieal writings

till her desth in 1955, fwhen..she-was cremqted on the top-of & high hill

ovenlooking the valleyes of bikktm*en& ﬂoppl, A Stupa has been erected 6h‘#5
2 S tesey C~- *-'% 3y - ; e T ey #’/m.—:»é'/h .




tablished their
is painting anéd
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1‘2213_9:&R¥&ﬁ583 The mas erpieeas of Dr.Nieoclas bf7 can ‘be seen

in most of the leading Mueeums g? the world today, 9s 1. aa in the

Art Galleries of Trivandrum,Kerela; Eenares,Uiia£
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artistic genius.




