In his new book on India.the figtinguished author and
Art critic G.Venkatachalam takes us across th£6vast sub=-contine
in a series of fascinating essays written with all the charm of
hig own personal‘approach full of valusble facts and yet with £
great poetic beauty. |

His style hag the directness and freshness of 2 simple
narrative and never falls to hold the attention of the reader
even while desling with detailed facts. The subject is so well
assimilated that one feels a continuity of purpose throughout
this lucid account of his own bravels, researches and musings.
The author's never wening enthusiasm, eridition snd boundless.
energy and above all a greet understanding and sympathetic
approach reflects from the pages of this book and renders the .
book especially precious to all lovers of India, to all the
lovers of the Beautiful,

Like a true'guide, phileosopher and friend he unfolds befor
us a‘glorious India from the Himalayas to kbﬁya Rumari, from th
ancient civilization down to the pgrest Historic periods.

He very appropriately chooses the Himalavas as the opening
chapter. Himalayas--Himavat--The Great Crown of India., the
birthplace of her Great Thought,'the source of her lifegiving
rivereg, the Origin and inspiration of so many Arts & Traditions

What other country can provide such a kalg%oscopic richnes
of accumulations with such infinite variety of ﬂatural Beauty,
almost endless pagent of races and'duiiures?

As our knowledge of India progresses many of our presentda
theories on Art Migration and Influences will h:ive to be undoub
tedly revised and we shall be able to trace with greater accura
the various origins and factors that were at work. Successive
waves of artistic and culturel influnces will reveal to ﬁa a
great many of these at present missing links. .

With greater ceftainity and accuracy we shall be able to
follow the intricate.furrows that carried the seeds sown in the
distant past and we shall behold an even richer aspect of that- .
wonderful storehouse of every type of accumulations ﬁhich thif

subcontinent is,.

Yet,, however much’ou? knowledge may progress, however !
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