A History of Afghanistan, By Sir
Percy Sykes, 2 vols. (Macmillan,
0s.)

2 is an outstanding work of
Oriental scholarship, about a fascinat-
ing land, by > of the very few men
gualified to write it. Some in Europe
and America, perhaps in a too,
think of Afghanistan (if at all) as a
region unimportant, barbaric, remote.
Such ignorance is a curious conse-
quence of he modern world’s
(and especially the English-speaking
world’s) evolution through sea-power.
In truth, Afghanistan possesses a

as diversely rich, and

probiems . at least as
influential, as any’ country of equal
population and size. Until recent
centuries, mankind’s destiny was
fashioned at the centre of the great
land-masses, rather than at their
watery margins. Those inner regions
are still potentially capable of decid-
ing. the course of great affairs. Air-
power may modify geographical
habits as profoundly  as did sea-
power.

A HIGH AUTHORITY

As soldier, explorer, and diplomat,

Sir  Percy Sykes, in 30 years’

service to the British Crown, acquired
wide practical knowledge of Central
Asia. This, with unusual enterprise,
he supplemented by incessant reading
and research. His History of Persia,

(1915) a standard work, was written
before his retirement—a feat few
other busy officials could emulate.
Later editions worthily amplified it.
Other historical books and articles
and works of travel have since flowed
from his pen, notably Through
Deserts and QOuases of Central Asia,
(1920); a biography of Sir Mortimer
Durand (1926); a learned History of
Exploration (1934); and the entranc-
ing Quest of Cathay (1936),

Until this present book was begun,
no .comprehensive history of Afgha-
nistan in English had been attempted.
That, in retrospect, seems astonishing.
The  literature bearing upon the
country is extensive, and happenings
in the Central Asian wuplands have
always affected India, Eleven years
ago Sir George MacMunn .published
a likeably vigorous sketch of events
in Afghanistan from Darius’s to
Amanullah’s time. Tt is pe ps
the best-known modern work on the
subject, but it was frankly not de-
signed for the enlightenment of
scholars,

COLOUR AND BREADTH

Sir Percy Sykes paints upon a huge
canvas. Asia is bigger than FEurope,
and Afghanistan bigger than Switzer-
land, the European country most
comparable to it, that is to say a
mountainous inland region inhabited
by people differing sharply from one
another in language and culfure and

racial origins. Such lands are cons-
picuously not self-contained. To trace
their histories primarily by reference
to happening upon their own
soil is impracticable, and Afghanistan
diverges from her European counter-
part in having been the oute for
many cof the greatest migrations of
ind, the pathway followed alike
ious ' faiths, uevastatiig
conquerors, and by novel forms of
civilization seeking beneficent expan-
sion

These volumes, accordingly, unfold
before our ey a coloured Oriental
tapestry of fantastic intricacy and
breadth. Dim, half fabulous figures
fleetingly = appear, Prester John,
Zoroaster, Sennacherib, The Old Man

the Mountain, Prithvi Raj of Delhi, |

King Solomon; those delightfully
real = travellers Hsuang-tsang, Ibn
Bhattuta, and Marco Pol world-
shaking victors too, Alexander and
Chenghiz Khan and Tamerlane;
learned men and religious teachers
and artists, Firdausi the poet, Buddha,
or the Prophet of Islam; many stately
well-established monarchs, Augustus,
Peter the Great. Cyrus, Akbar; finally
a rather incongruously colourless
succession of modern soldiers- and
dministrators, Auckland and Curzon,
Roberts and Elphinstone and Nott.
Vivid accounts abound of deliberate
hideous cruelty in those wide uplands.
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SALE BY AUCTIO

CORPORATION O 'TA.
NOTI
Auction suale of Corporation Surplus
lands.
of all the previous
es in''this behalf fresh notice i
i~ hereby n for information of
public tnat the iollowing plots of Cor-
noration surplus land will be sold to the
highest ider above the reserve price a
a public auction to be held by the Chie
Executive Officer, at the Central Municipal
Office or Thursday, the 12th December,
h- | 1940, at 5 p.m. on the conditions speci-|
1y fically mentioned in the form of agree
1, ! ment to be executed by the successfu
bidder at his cost within seven days from
The successful biddej
, in cash, an earnes
la | deposit of 25 per cent on the amount o
1d the purchase money immediately upon the
h. lot being knocked down, and in defaul
e thereof, the premises is to be immediatel
put up and re-sold at the risk of the firsy
purchas Public  are invited to atten
the auction and offer their bids. Thd
plans of the lands, the form of agreement
conditicns of sale .and other necessar
particulars may be seen and obtained o
on | personal enquiry in the office of th
b1 undersigned on all working days during
1- | office hours.
i Description of land

(1) Land .at the junction of Uppe;j

Chitpore Road and Joy Mitier Street
== | Wara No. 3, measuring 4 kottahs approxi
mately.

(2) Lots Nos. 4, 5 and 9 of surplus land
at the junction of Ekdalia Road and Bally:
gunge Station Road, Ward No. 27, measur
ing about 3 k. 2 ch, 2 k. 9 ch, and 3 k|
7 ch. respectively.

N.B—Lot No. 9 is tenanted and it wil
be scld with tenants.

(3) Lot No. 7 on the new 35 ft. road
connecting Monsatola Lane and Pipe Road

Ward No. measuring £ k. 13 ch. ap

b,

pr
(4) Lots Nos. 11 and 12 on Hussain Shi
al | Road, Ward No. 25 each measuring 5 K

ia 12 ch. approximately.
R. Sinha,

ik Chief Valuer & Surveyor
Dated, 24th October. 1940 ZL

He STAYNOR & CO.

re,
2‘30 WILL SELL BY PUBLIC AUCTION
' | To-day, Sunday, 24th November, 10-30 a.ir
at 62A, Free School Street
VALUABLE OLD MAHOGANY
FURNITURE
By C. LAZARUS, J. M. EDMOND, TOMLI
& THE CHATTERJEE FURNISHING C
Property of a well-known person of
Calcutta (deceased)
Comprising:
i A Valsparred top old Mahogany Telescop
111(1 Dining Table, an old Mahogany Sideboard
151~ a set of 10 Arm Chairs by Tomlin, a larg
es- | Mahogany Bookcase by C. Lazarus, severg
pairs. of Almirahs by C. Lazarus, an
Edmonds, Mahogany box spring Doub
Bed by Tomlin, old Mah. Dressing Tabl
etc., etc., also three electric Refrigerator
ZLc

,ulrtt A GENIUNE OFFER TO PUBLIC
- Buy New Goods at Second-hand Price
an- CHOWRINGHEE SALES BUREAU
ad- Received a huge stock this week
Lied and
Will Sell by Public Auction to the Highe
Bidder at their Auction Range, 3A, Chow
ringhee (1st Floor), on Sunday, 24th Noy
1940, at 10 a.m. Sharp.
X i MODERN HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
)f Chiefly by Famocus Makers co st;ng of:
k) Complete Bed, Drawing and Dining-roo
1e1- sets, Cabinets, Office Furniture. a lot
xtgr Mi ur and real Persian Carpets ar
‘(ttd‘ Durries, also H.M.V., Philips. ‘Fergusg
240, U te, and Pilot Radios, Gramophong
Refrigerator, Kodascope, Pathe Baby Pr
jector, Cameras, Complete Dinner. Tea aj
Coffee sets, Gla and Plated Wares, et

etc. 'Phone Cal.: 4167. ZLd

lourt|

NOW SHOWING AT
HUMAYAN THEATRES

TO-DAY AT 3:00—6:00—9:00 P.M.

NEW EMPIRE

INDIA'S PREMIER PLAYHOUSE. . CAL. 200.

WEIRD . . . but wacky! -

SINISTER . . . but swell!
And, incidentally, you get the heartie
laugh you've enjoyed in much too long

time!
' Paramount’s

»| “OPENED BY
bt | MISTAKE?”
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