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Strange tales could be told by great

statesmen if they would publicly ac=

knowledge the debts which many of

them consciously owe to psychical su-

pervision in conducting the affairs

of wvast numbers of mortalis, .

Was Abraham Lincoln guided or influenced during his
masterful administretion of the nation by Great Masters of the Wis-
dom that worked through bim to control the destinies of the Ameri-
can people?

Every disciple of the doctrine of inter-plene communi-
cation, who investigates certain acts of Lincoln while in the White
House, is inclined toward the ¢onvietion that the Great Emancipator
followed the dictates of the divine hierarchy so often referred to
in the pages of this publication; eveén to the extent of holding up
the Emancipation Proclametion until he was given word that the mo-
ment was auspiclous for its release,

Secular minded historians of course attribute his hesi-

tancy in proclaiming emahcipation t0»political reasons, without being

able to éxplain exactly how delay redounded politically for its ac-

ceptance.

With his susceptibility to superstition, it s ohsily
conceivable that the President shbuld become ihterested in.the’timé-
honored guery: "If a man,dié; shall he live again?" ‘That he was
greatly interéSted seems apparent, - He read aséiduously what litere-
ture he could find upon‘thevsubject,Of sﬁrvival‘and frequently dis =
cussed the theory withvothers'who were equally ihterested. It is
true that with them he made no secret Of“the fact that he/fegafded
the ultlmate destiny of man with con31derable concern.

It is equally true that Llncoln attended seances
and that he was greatly interested ih the question of the continuity
_of existence, Meny mediums, famous in those days, visited at the -

White House andvgonducted private seances there ét the,Pfesident’s




invitation. Among these were Charles Colchester and the lauded
Charles Foster,

Though Lincoln attended seences, 1t is said that ‘he found
the information given to him so contradictory and so irreconcilable
that he attached little importance to it.‘v‘Concerning these c¢ommuni-
cations, Lincoln once said:  "These advices of the spirits are as
contradictory as_the voices of my dwn cabinet, of which meetings the
sednces somewhat remind me,"

The President's interest in the question of survivel was
in no way abated by his inability to receive any satisfactory evidence
of it through mediums. 1t is related thai once, when desperately
111, he asked Secretery Seward what he knew of the future 1life,

"Very Little, Mr, President," replied Seward.

" sighed Lincoln, "“but when & man is in

Nor I, either,
the positidn that 1 am, it seems to be the one thing in the whole
world worth knowing.," v |

During the‘iast half centﬁry it has been customary for
some speakers at sprituliste meetings to declare: . "The destinies of
the nation were once con£r01led by spifitualism, When,President
Lincoln consulted a medium just before issuing the Emancipation
Proclametion," | |

As é matter of fact, however, Preéident Lincoln sought no
advice from the spirit world as to his policy on the slevery ques-
tion. What basis there is for the claim of the spiritualnst enma=-
nated from a statement by Colonel 5. P. Case, a millionaire rail-
road builder of Philadelphia. |

‘ Colonel Case said in an interview'1 "That the 1ate Pres1-‘
. dent was a Spiritualist ‘there 1s not the least doubt Why, some
of the happiest experiences I heve ever had in connection with the
whole subject of spirituaiism,-covering a -space of nearly thirty

years, I enjoyed in company with the chief and Mrs. Lincoln,"

"Do you contend that the Emancipation Proclamation was -
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was issued as a result of a communication from_the world of spirits?”
inquired the interviewer.

The colonel tipped back in his chalr, a pleasanﬁ smile on
his face. ‘There is not the least doubt that a spirit of communi-
cation turned the scales ‘and was the pivot.upon which one of the most
importent events in American history revolved."

"Do you mind being a little more explicit, Colonel? What
is the basis for that assertion?"

Colonel Case got Bis cigar going.  "I1l tell you the whole
story. It was in 1862, when I was attending to some of railroad in-
terests that were then before Congress,,that I first had tne honer of
meeting Mr, Lincoln and our acquaintanee grew into one of the most
pleasant friendships of my life.

"Being always interested in new ﬁhings, I incidentlly learned
through Judge Wattles of a splrit medium named Mrs. Laurie =~ then
1living in Georgetown - and w1th him arranged to attend her seances, &as
they were called, I was surprised’when‘one evening the judge and
myself were shown into the little parlor Where the seance was to be
held, to find several ladies and gentlemen promlnent in Washlngton
society, already there, and among the number, Presxdent and Mrs,
Lincoln. : : :

"After a little conversation, Mps, Laurie announced that
her daughter was a medium for psychical manifestations and that while
she wes seated at the piano, the instruément itself would be lifted
from the floor upon unseen hands, and that any number of persons sit-
ting upon it produced no - perceptible dlfference 1n the result, | |

"Someone  duggested that Judge uattles end myself sit tpon
the top‘of the piano and see if our united welght would hold it to-the
floor, ' : . ik

"We accordingly did B0, but'at times the piano was raised
whqily from the floor, President,Lianln}jointed us in our elevatede‘
position butkfhe Ievitation persisted.; We then setvabout a table

for a time while loud réps were heard in all parté-of thefreom.

"What I have been telling you thus far is not responsive




bPage 4.

to your inquiry, but I thought it might be interesting to acquaint
you with what occurred prior to the incident that has caused so much
discussion,

"The manifestations at the table having ceased, Mr, Lincoln
entertained us by the reldation of some peculiar mediumistic experi-
ences he had enjoyed with a medium by the neme of Conkling, 4ds the-
President paused, there was an instant of sbsolute silence;

"Suddenly, a younger daughter of Mrs, Laurie, who had been
sittihg in another part of the room, arose and slowly advanced to the
place where we were all sitting, Her eyes wore tightly closed,
Stepping forward, she paused directly in front. of the President and
raising her right hand, dramatically; she pointed to Mr, Lincoln and
addressed him pointedly upon the subject of human freedom, She
closed her remarks by declaring in a most impressive manner:

"iThere is in the spirit world a congress of wise spirits
who hold the Welfare of this nation in their keeping. You, sir,_have
been called to your present position]to.servsiafgreat.and mighty pur;
pose. There are to ay tnouhands who are in physical bondage, from
whose neck the yoke of oppression must be lifted, that this republic
may lead the world, Thou art the manf

"'Issue, we implore you, & proclamation of eman01pation
giving freedom to the slave and from that hour victory will crown the

Union army and heaven and humenity will be served, '

"I wish you might visualize thet young girl as she stood.

there in the dimly-lighted room her hair falling to her waist, hof i
face aglow with enthusiasm, She was the very personifioation of
inspiration. Joan d'dre in ‘her most. 1llum1ned moments could not
have manifested more power, We listened spell-bound to her burning .
words end when they were ended there was not'a dry eye in the room,
The young girl finally fecovered consciousnéss and started.
back, abashed at having addressed the Pres1dent Mr Llncoln was
greatly overcome by what he had heard, which was in fact one of the
most powerful pleas for human rights to whieh I have every listened,

The controlling spirit was said to have been Seneca, the great Roman,

philosopher,
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"On talkding our departure the President turned to me and
said: . 'T am deeply impressed at what I have heard.’

"Phis wes late in December, 1862,  On Januery lst, 1863,
the great Emanci?ation Proclamation was issued and from thet time the
 twenty-six battles ‘that followed were all successful to the Union
side, The exact prediction of the young girl had been fulfilled..

"In subsequent conversationé which I had with the President
he spoke of numberless seances which he had held with Charles Foster,
Mrs, Maynard, Mr, Conklin, and others, and he frequently referred to
that eventful night in 1862, and always in the seame serious tone,"

How ‘many great men at high-volteage situations in their
lives, when great issues depended on'their actions, have been wvisited
by similar counsellors and given concrete instructions for the bene-
fit of humanity, will never be known, But -the ignorant lay public,
skeptical because of its general illiteracy in such matters, would

be stupefied if it knew the numbers of men high in counsels of gov-

~ ernment and business even in the present who seriously accredit and

act upon advice which eomes to. then clairaudieﬁtly,

The anecdote -has been relaied in these pages before, of
a poll taken one might in a certain sophisticate college club in
New York City of all men in the gréat-smoking lounge at the moment
who were psychical adepts, who did éutométic writing or‘received
~advice from sources ébové the mortal. out of twenty-five men, nine
of them admitted under coaxing that clairsudience with them was =

common practice of their daily lives,




