Annual Bibliography ot Indian Archaeology, tor the year 1931.

Published by the Kern Institute - Ieyden. | |4\ |
\ |

The present volume, which fully maintains the high standard
OoT previous issues, contains much that 1s of interest to classical
and oriental scholars., The account oI Sir Aurel Stein's brilliant
discovery ot the true site at which Alexander the Great crossed the
Hydaspes berore his ramous battle with Porus has been conitributed
by Ir. Eébrl, who accompanied Sir Aurel Stein on this ﬁour.

Dr. Alexender Zeiseniss, autached to the Kern Iustitute,
contriputes a note on the remarkable ééiva sculpture which was
discovered in the village of Parel near Bombay in October 1931, This
article is of particular interest to students of ééivism. A novel
feature of the Bipliography is an arvicle on Inaian numismatics by
the eminent authority Sir Ricunard burn, Tne hope is expressed that
some attention to this imporvant vranch of archaeological studies
will pe paid in supsequent issues, A note on the progress of epigraph-
ical research is countvemplated, Mr. Ghulam Yazdani, Director ol tue
Arcnaeological Depar ument ol H.E.H. tue Nizam's Dominions writes an
account or tne progress of archaeological work in Hyderabad-Deccan.
br. &, Jouveau-Dupbreull has provided sowe interestiug notes relaving
to the discovery of ancient frescoes in Soubtn Indian temples, in which
the distinguished French archaeologist himself tock a leading part.
Mr. S, Paranavitana, Officiating Archaeological Commissioner of Ceylon,
gives an interesting account of the results of the excavations at the
site of the palace of Parakramabahu at Polonnaruva, An account of
recent works of restoration by the ﬁéole hTangaise D'Extréme-Orient,
is furnished by M. J.Y.Claeys who himself superintended that important

work, Professor Krom surveys the finds of sculptural remains made in




Sumatra in recent years, and also endeavours to classify them
according to the epochs of Sumatran history.,
it les yaaphan
The editors of the Jouwsmmed - -dre to be congratulated on having

acquired some intensely interesting articles by distinguished

authorities, and the volume is & valuable addition to current

literature on Indian archaeology.
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IHREN KINGDOUMS U INDU-UHINA. ‘Lhomas Y. uvrowell Company, New york,

1his pook is an account or the xKelly-roosevelts rxpeditiion |

to south-tiastern Asia on behalf ot the rield Museum of' Cniéago,

the object of which was to make scientiric collections, particularly
of mammals, from the remotest parts oI south-kastern Asia. ‘the
hixpedition was headed by 'lTheodore and nermit Roosevelt,

The principal rields of operation were in srench indo-(nina
and in western gSzechuan along the ‘1ipetan border.,

The kxpedition worked in two divisions. une covered a great
deal of territory in western China, doing some original exploration,
and completed its task by two month:s hunting in tne dense jungles
of ggbcnin-China. 1his kixpedition was responsible for killing the
first specimen of the rare giant panda shot by white men,

The other division of tne kxpedition was composed oI 1our
scientists whose specific object was to make a carerul study and
collections of the bird, mammal, and reptile lire in the unknown
regions of North-Western irench-China,

As the supply or pack animalswgzxn limited, and trails were
impassable petween June and uctooer on account or the rains, and
as it seemed impossible to live on the country for long, arrange-
ments had to be made 1Ior establishing supply dumps at three posts
on the Chinese border. rThese stations served as bases for the
#xpedition,

''he bxpedidion reached indo-China in Jsanuary, 1929, and went
by rail as rar north as the Chinese oofder. 1t then travelled
westward by pony caravan, colleciing for six months in the remotest
regions,.

‘rhe account of this division of the mxpedition, which forms

the major portion or the book, is by Harold J. Uoolidge, Jr., of
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Harvard puseum, wibth photographs by kussell W. Hendee, who died
of fever, and to whose memory the book is dedicated. A special
tribute is paid to this memper oi the rxpedition in chapsér VIII
which is devoted to an account of his work with the kxpedition.

1the book is illustrated oy &9 plates and 12 line cuts. the
majority of the photographs are excellent, Lt is a tascinating
story of travel, exploration and adventure written in a manner
that would appeal to the casual reader as well as to those who
are particularly interested in the objects or the mxpedition, rrom
the scientific point o1l view it would have been of greater value
if contained tabulated lists or tne collections., However these
have been described in special reports in vol., XVllii Nos 3 and
10, rield mus of Nat. nist.

1The lixpedition had many diiriculties to contend with in the
shape of climate, country, transport and perso:mnel, but these
appear to have peen met and overcome py foresight, ingenuity
and tact. Much of the success of the expedition was undoubtedly
due to the fact that the members were experienced explorers, and
had it not been for this their diriiculties would have peen
congiderably greater,

1he methodical preparations perore stvarting out and the
regular camp routine tnat was observed will appeal to those who
know the necessity tor thiese when on an expedition or vhis nature,

Chapters Vv and Vi coutain interesting accounts of river
travel, some of wnicn%filor a distinctly exciting description,

rart L1, which forms the account or the other division is
by ‘heodore roosevelt, it is an account of many vicissitudes and

adventures . ‘the writer has some interesting remarks to make on

ni gt’lt hunti Nnge.
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Lhe book concludes with an appendix by u.J.voolidge, oJr.

in which is given an instructive account or the mountain tripes
of northern lundo-thina and which contains a description of some

of their customs and some rascinating bits ot rolk-lore.
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The Dawn of Conscience., By J.H.Breasted. Charles Scribner's Sons,

New York. $3.00

"The source of our moral heritage in the Ancient World" is the
“ub-title of this fascinating and extremeiry illuminating book of Dr.
Breasted, which the author states is intended especially for the new
generation, It is only in the concluding portions of this book that
one realises that scholarship and specialisation today no longer qualify
the Qﬂﬂ? cramping ideas those %2m terms once meant for some at least
of us. Here is a real ‘humourist® who has put all his profound meticulous
reading of ancient history to the service of elucidating values, as
vital and perhaps more vital to us today than ever they were before,
the values of conduct and character, values not applied only to.persons
but to peoples. As one reads these pages where step by step we are led
to note or to be ims tructed into the significance of our ‘'moral heritage'
as revealed by the stones of immemorial time in the valley of the Nile
we pause and ask ourselves has man today discovered any new consciousness,
any new values substantial and of worth to be placed beside'those found
in the o0ld Egyptian books of wisdom, of Ptahhotep, and Amenemope?

Never before have the strides which archaeology in modern times
has made been so demonstrably amazing as in these 3000 years old pages
now brought before our astonished eyes and which with Dr., Breasted's
help we can now read as though they were written but yesterday. For us
he has unveiled the pyramid texts, the books of the Egyptian seers,
the thought of the world's flrst individualist, the sources of the
wisdom of Moses and the Hebrew psalms and proverbs, and all to the end
again to show that the books which we thought old were but the crowning
marvel of three thousand years and more history in the evolution of

creative thought.

Perhaps those portions dealing with the parallelism between the
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Egyptian and Hebrew sacred books are the most revealing especially as
illustrating how the Egyptologist today has worked for us nothing short
of a modern miracle, That we can form a fairly accurate guess as to
what a man in the streets of Memphis was thinking at the time of the
pyramid builders, or if a courtier of the time of Ikhnatogyseems
incredible, and yet this is what today's scholarship reveals,

The chapter on Ikhnaton is one of great beauty of interpretation
and insight, Dr. Breasted points out: "It is important to notice, that
Ikhnaton was a prophet both of nature and of human life, ILike Jesus who
- - = drew his lessons from the lilies of the field - - - and on the
other from the human society about him, so this revolutionary Egyptian
prophet drew his teachings from a contemplation both of nature and of
human life," The author asseses him one of the most significant peaks
achieved in the ancient world in the history of moral values, and one
of the greatest of those astonishing Nile dwellers who discovered
character to the world,

The concluding portions of LUr, Breasted's thesis deals with the
salient features of Hebrew seripture in its relation to character and
its importance as the most realised rortion of our moral heritage, But
he would have us realise very clearly also - and this would appear to
be the leit motif of the whole book - *"that soeial idealismg, built up
on lofty conceptions of character, the earliest known and in that age
the only transcendentalism, arose in Egypt before 2000 B.C. and the
actual books containing it were being read in Jerusalem by the men who
produced those writings wiich we now €all the 0ld Testement, "

It is on this probing fact that .Dr. Breasted invites us to ponder
perhaps in our too blind worship of sacred books, and FAXAEXTHTRRRIR/ we
must thank hiqb/jgaizfor a book that deserves to be read and'pondered

wherever there are dwellers who would seek after truth in an age when

truth is rather less palatable than at any time before in the world's
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history in this mad scramble today of revived and sinister national

hysteria,

AQE.M.




