Man, the Unknown

By Alexis Carrel
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cnutl?ﬁs centuries, .1 ing them above material existence into a high er, more
beautiful and wider lzfe Rmx of the 31‘5 +.Here in consequence men hﬂvc placed
a higher value on the mastery of the of the intellect and spirit.Here
they have vindicated the difnity of men by conquering from Wv*hwn rather tha
from without ¢

Its technigue ig distinetly Indian, S"StCMﬂ*“ved, perfected and practised
on a vast scale in India,This art, however, is not parochial, sectarian, nor

even national, is a world possession,

As a technique o
i
L

; f self-perfection, as the only pathway to self-fulfilment
possible to man , i 3

nwg no necessary connection with religion.

The basis of this art is the faith that a man by self-sculpture and by it
alone can be perfect.Without this faith the art cannot be successfully cultivatead

Tithout faith if the Perfection of his pattern, no sculptor can carve even a
semblance of it in stone.Smilarly, bringing the dispersive activities of the mind
and the body under one guiding principle which integration of personality involves
is not possible till there is ceaseless yearning to reach out to Perfection.This
ideal cannot be understood by intellect.quivering emotion and a powerful effort
of the imagination founded on faith,these only can give the artist the vision of
Perfection which leads to a higher stage of self-fulfilment,

erfection cannot remain an idea; it must be made a vivid,living force before
the urtist succeeds in sculpturing himself under its inspiration.This Perfection
is styvled "God," Often it is some human Prophet, Guru or Master.

The Westernistic mind is frightened of God.This fear must be successfully
aced by evervone who wants to be an artist in self-seulpture

This fear of believing in God was created by Westernism,Buropean Renaissance
which gave birth to this materialistie Culture turned to profane philosophy and
sgience and derided the supremzey of the supraphysical order, intellectual, moral
erispiritugl

As a result,it reduced knowledge to its lowest physical order,empirical and
analytical.xxﬁxx TL thought of life not in terms of an internal-co-ordibation but
only in terms of ceaseless restlessness inspired by greed and lust and fear and
hate either personal or collective.It taught a carving for nothning more than the
gatisfaction of needs inherent in the material side of a man's nature.Its goa
was not to reduce life to a harmony but to live it in fragments, thus daispersing
personality into a multitude of contradictory facets,

Life to mosf of us in the modern world' is
2 soleless acguiscence.,But if want to pursue Tnﬁ %ft of qﬁ]f scu 1ntﬂvn
not be frightened by the bogey of negation.The faculty which Arjuna had of being
filled with wonderment, of his body being thrilled with awe, of his soul being
enriched by humility before the Grandeur that was God, must be cultivated.,Nothing
else will lend the grace which makes for self-fulfilment,

To a man claiming to be modern all talk about God is just a bore.He is will-
ing to substitute for it some ruthless super-gangster, some national hero,some
devoted friend or a lady love.He is willing to reduce his art to making crude
clay models.He feels freer and easier without a super model, God,Like most amu-
sing and intellegent people whom we meet in society he is not interested in

anything so incapable of being sipped or danced with or betted on as God,

Sueh men are really afraid of God.If they do not believe in God they should
have the intellectual honesty to try to bring Him into their life,If I have
doubts whether my fan is working or mot , I do not simply shut my eyes.l
tne button to see if tne fan works.I should like tnem to try God in a similar
€ fashion.If he does not exist, it will not hurt them.If he does, well, they

wonuld have discovered a fresh ovfloﬁk on life whieh they will share with all

great ones on earth.




God if you have the will.All that you have to

take your mind off your normal activitie
ask what God wants
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quietly and alone,
button: Frankly sincerely and humbly

will come.,Obey the mandate next day, or,
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his Foreword for my book " Beautiful Unity"

implies in its
would fain

That
as sincere as when it finds expression through line and colour and

evidenced by what { forth in this volume of essays.

find that my friend Nicholas Roerich has voiced what

every sensitive mind feels about the values ofi-Art

egt of-all Arts = the Art-of
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ists.

Tivine.In this he has indeed spoken for all Art




