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Manali
6th July 1985

My dear My, Roerich,

Many thanks for your letter of July 4th,
I saw Mr. Gotley yesterday and I am afraid, from what he said  that
there is practically no chance of getting the matter of the 14nad
gsettled in time to be of any use this season,

Then I saw Mr Shibayev on the 3rd June I brought up the
subject of this land, because I know how long it takes to get
anything done where Government is concerned, As I did not hear
I concluded you were dropping this matter, 2

HIB has also applied for similar land above Manali and has
also been told not to expect it in time to enable to him to make
a start this season.

Mr Gotley told me that he will send his Ranger up if you
can send anyone with him who can show him the eaxct plot of land.,
Tthe villagers will then have to be notified and their objections,
if any, considered., After which he will recommend Government to
sanction the lease of the land. Government will sit on this for
a few months, I suppose it has to go through all the official
channels.

I am still waiting for Rs2000/- for the Manali Hospital which
the Punjab Government promised me months ago. I have done all I can
to get this money out of them, but it would be easier to move an
elephant than it is to move the Punjab Government,

T will do everything I can in the way of writing to the
various people concerned and ask each one to expedite this matter,
but I am afraid that even so it will be a matter of months before
it is settled.

Please let me know if it will be useless unless you have it
in time%or this season.

T wrote to Mr Asboe yesterday and will let you know as soon
as I receive his reply. In the meantime I think you would be wise
to take no further notice of Z's request. You may be quite sure
that should iime de Roerich decide on going to Lahul there would be
no difficulty about obtaining the house.

Mrs Burke is with my wife at the moment, she tells me that
Mr Burke is going to Lahul on the 241th,

I heard a rumour yesterday that when Mr Burke leaves in
April that Mr Emerson is coming to take his place here. He is only
officiating as Deputy Commissioner at present, Of course the death
of Mr Fergerson will cause some changes,

I hope the comparatively cool breeze we are having today is
helpful to Mme de Roerich, I fancy we shall have the monsoon in
a day or so.

With our heartiest greetings to you all

Yours veryy sincerely
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cOPY-

From
Colonel A,E.Mahon, D.S.0.
To
the District Forest Officer

Kulu Divn

lManali

6th July 1985

Dear gir,

On behalf of Mr, S. Roerich, of The Hall, Naggar, Kulu,
T have the honour to request that permission may be accorded
for Mr, Roerich to lease about 12 acres of waste land at Chaklani,
West of Chanderkhani Pass, at about 11,000, for the purpose of
carrying out some experiments with plants.

Mr. Roerich would be gPeatly obliged if this matter: could
possibly be put through quickly in order that he might be able
to0 take advantage of this season.

If your Ranger could call and see Mr, Roerich in Naggar
he will be supplied with a reliable guide who can indicate the
exach plot of land and who can act as Mr, Roerich's representative
for this purpose.

I shall be grateful if you can tell me of anything I can do
to help in getting this matter settled with as little delay as
possible,

I have the honour to be

gir

Ypur obedient Servant

Colonel




Manali
11th July 1935

Dear Mr, Roerich,

Many thanks for your letter of the 8th. I could not see Mr,
Gotley on the 9th as he was in camp., I saw him yesterday and he told me he
had given instructions to Jaswant Singh (the Ranger) to come to you as soon
as he comes to Naggar, Mr Gotley expressed the hope that whoever you send up
with the Ranger will be able to tell him definitely what land you want., He
has promised to push the matter through as quickly as possible, Please let me
know if I can do anything else in this matter,

Yesterday I received two letters from Mr asboe. Perhaps the following
extracts will interest you:-

"T can now tell you how things have turned out. So far at any rate we
have got the worst of it, for though/the D.C. and Inspector were so certain
of the murder that they arrested the nobility on suspicion, they now have
turned completely round, released the prisoners, and arrested Z and the Munshi
on a charge of conspiracy to fabricate a charge of murder, They will not let
these men be bailed out on less than two securities of ks.2000/- each, i.e. to
bail out 7 alone it will be Rs4000/- and if I cannot get someone who will share
this security, I shall have to bail him out for the coldssal sum of Rs4000/-

It is rumoured a1l round the country,so I am told, that the police have
been heavily bribed, and as for the D.C.himself he is like putty in the hands
of the Inspector."

"Immediately the ¥xgx Thakurs were released the D.C. & Co. wenb to
Jispa and were entertained to a Devil Dance in the very village where the
murder is said to have eccured.

I myself will most likely have to go to Tharmsala as prosecution witness,
so you see I am in a sea of trouble though the D.C. maintains I had no choice
but to go to report the matter,"

The D.C. is convinced that the people are not in the least bit afraid
of the Thakurs, and that all this talk is a ramp,"

"I have already given you. the latest news about Zodpa. Before he was
arrested he certainly contemplated going to Ladakh, but his arrest has put
an end to this idea. I hear P.C. has been trying to persuade him to make a
false confession and betray the Munshi. I have not yet heard what has been
the result of their consultation., One man turned round on 7zodpa and hetrayed
him in order to get free. He made two statements, the second having been made
when he was frightened by the police, He then told Z that he was sorry he had
let him down, for he knew his second statement was a flase one, zZodpa's
position is pitiable at present, and he will need all the money he can get
to employ pleaders to defend him, Though he is a X®BWE rogue of the first
wateér, I think in this particular case he is telling the truth, for the
rumour of the murder is too widespread to be incredible,"”

Apropos: the furniture, I can only say that the furniture I have seen
about looks uncommonly like that belonging to the Roerichs, but if you sent me
an inventory of this furniture I could soon check it, as I shall have to act
for Zodpa if he has to go to Tharmsala or elsewhere,"

It looks as if between them they have made rather a mess of things in
Iahul, and 1 don't envy lir Asboe! 1 don't know why he wants to bail out 7,
unless it is beeeuse he belongs to the Mission, I should be inclined to let
him stew in his own juice. It looks to me as if the Munshi and Z had been
making a tool of Mr Asboe in their ascheme for getting rid of the Thakurs and
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Manali
13th July 1935

Dear iy,

for your letter of yesterday's date., By

enclosed letter from Zodpa.

In your letter of July 4th it was not quite clear whether the
money is due to Zodpa now or whether it would be due at the end of
the summer,

If you are not likely to want the house again I see no reason
why you should pay the money, On the other hand if you wish to retain &
lien on the house I think you could safely pay the money. In which case
I can pay him, if you like, and take his receipt for it, and you can
repay me at your convenience, I would inform Mr Asboe of the payment
so that in the event of the house being sold in order to pay any fine
that may be inflicted on Z, the sum might be refunded to you.

If the money is not due until the end of the season it would be
better not to pay until you see how the ease goes, 1t is true that Z
needs the money now, but that is his affair and not yours, and so far
as I know he has no claim on'your kindness,

With regard to the land, I don't suppose it will make any
difference whether it is two plots or one. However, I will mention the
point to Mr Gotley.

With our heartiest greetings to you all

Yours very sincerely




Manali
4th August 1935

Dear Mr,
I will write to Mr. Asboe today about the seeds and
let you know the result,

I had a letter from him yesterday in which he said, referring to
the Munshi and Zodpa, "You will probably hear of their presence in Kulu
at the present moment," I have not heard anything of them sp far and I
still have the R50/- for Zodpa. Perhaps he has been up to you in the
hope of getting more,

I am glad the Forest Dept. are making no bother about the upper
plot, at any rate, and perhaps the difficulty about the lower plot may
be overcome,

I sincerely hope the stars will be favourable on the 7th. Perhaps

the Judge will think the case has been going on long enough.

The only local news is that Henry Banon has taken unto himself
a second wife, the said wife being already a niece of the first wife
and, moreover, married to a man who is sald to have syphilis, The girl
has been'Henry Banon's girl friend for the last two or three years,
They say it is considered to be a disgraceful thing to marry your
wife's niece - a form of incest - ., It is news to me that anything can
be considered disgraceful in Manali

With our heartiest greetings to lime de Roerich and yourself

Yours very sincerely
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Nedou's Hotel
Lahore
156th Janua ry 1936

Dear Mr., Roerich,
Many thanks tor your ietter of January 11th, and

‘'he Income-Tax torm which I aw returning herewith., My soliéitor
friend does not know much about Income Tax but I showed the form
to the lManager of the National Bank of india, who has a considerable
connection with America, He gave it as his opinion that if one was
not a'citizen of America, nor had been residing in America during
the period for which the return is required, there was no necessity
to furnish a return or pay the tex,

If you are a naturalized American you count as a citizen, and
in that case are required to furnish the return,

It might be a good thing to refer this paper of instructions
‘to the American Yonsul.

It is quite clear that if one is a non-resident, non-citizen,

living abroad, you are not liable to file returns,

Still no news from the New York front.. Perhaps, like the
Italians, they are having trouble among themselves!
With all best wishes from us both to you all

Yours very sincerely




Nedou'ss Hotel
Lahore
20th January 1936

My dear Mr, Roerich,
Many thanks for your letter of the 16th, received

vesterday.

I will speak to Mr Gotley again about the land. I will also
ask the Chief Secretary if anything can be done to hurry matters up.
I hope to have a talk with him about Burke as soon as I get rid of
the ‘'Flu,

I have made enquiries about a surgeon in +Yelhi and am told that
Colonel Paton, the Civil Surgeon, bs very good.

I enclose a letter from lir Rutter, received today, Will you

please ask Professor de Roerich to let me have his instructions. I

Fa

- : C : iy () 3 5
think if he wishes me to write to Ir m§§on it might be as well if 1

could give him some idea of the number and approximate size of the
pictures , the probable date and duration of the exhibition.

I was élad to hear you were enjoying lovely weather, Here the
nights are very cold.

We are dreading to hear of the death of the King. From rather
selfish reasons, I'm afraid! It will be very dull both in Lahore and
Delhi if all entertaimments are stopped, and we also do not want to
have the expense of getting black clothes, If only he can postpone
his demise untii we return to Kulu it would suit us much better! 1
don't suppose the poor man wants to live any longer himself,

T wonder what the lull on the New York front portendsi

With all best wishes to you all from us both

Yours very sincerely

7




Manali
23rd April 1936
My dear Mr. Roerich,

You will see from the enclosed letter how double-
faced Burke is, He is certeinly not out to help, I understood from Nr.
Gotley that it was Burke's own suggestion that you should apply for
Nautor land and that in this way all difficulties would be overcéde.

I would advise you to act on paras 1 & 2 of his letter, then if
nothing happens we can put the matter before the Commissioner when he
comes ‘here in June,

We cannot g0 over Burke's head at the present stage, Any higher
official would refer it back to Burke as it is in his district.: Only
_when we are able to show that Burke has failed us will any higher
yPfieial intervene,

With regard to para 4, that is a matter for you to decide. Burke
is within his rights in demanding a power of attorney. He can, and
obviously intends to, refuse to have anything to do with me unless a
nower- of attorney is produced,

You might be able to do sane good if you were to have a talk
with him, but he will promise anything verbally and do nothing.

I am very sorry there is all this trouble about the land. I am
sure we can get it eventually but the trouble is to get it in time,

If the Commissioner fails us I could appeal to the Minister for

Agriculture but by that time the planting outl season would be over.

9
T would like to have Burke's letter back when you have finished
with it, I would like to discuss the matter with Mr Glover when he
comes up. He may be able to make some useful suggestions.,
If you had & talk with Burke you might be able to persuade him
to instruct the Patwari to get on with the business of making the map

oT  uire ~3 4+ o 'Z;G’Dd_lng yvour formal ap‘plication.

I am afraid that is all I can sug

With our heartiest greetings to you all

Yours ‘very sincerely

Pl




Manali
22nd June 1936

My dear Mr. Roerich,

Many thanks for your letter of the 20th, I thought

as time was so short I had better act at once so sent the enclosed letter
to the Chief Conservator and a copy to the Commissioner asking if he
could do anything to help. Of course it is quite easy to drop it now

if you want to. There is just an outside chance that they may act in
time, but should they fail to do so and you still wanted to have the

land for next season I could take the matter up to higher authorities.

I have no doubt that it could be got in the end.

I am quite sure that when Mr Gotgey assured you that he could give
you the plot at any time, he quite believed he could, In fact he told me
the other day he never anticipated this happening,

Any Department of the Government of India is extremely diffieult,
For months I have been trying to get the Manall Hospital handed over to
the Kangra Mission. With difficulty I had a Yeed of Transfer registered
in Kulu, but so far the mutation has not been done, and until that is
completed I can't get rid of the Hospital., I have written to the Chief
Justice about the case.

I am glad to say my knee is slightly better but so far I have not
attempted to walk beyond what we call our g=rden.

We seem to be having quite a good little monsoon, it has made it
nice and cool here,

With all good wishes from us Dboth

Yours very sincerely

;:,7%/




Manali
29th June 1936

My dear ur, Roerich,

I enclose a leuvter which I received trom tlke- Chief
gonservator yesterday. I am afraid that it means there is no chance of
obtaining the land this year. If' he had had the decency to wbite and say
that owing to a change of policy they were very sorry they were now
unabie to let you have the land and much regretted the inconvience and

loss to which you had been put, there would have been nothing more I could

say to him, wvut considering his extremely inhuman and curt letter I couldn't

resist having a final slap at him.

It you would still care to have the land next year I will be very
glad to 1ight tor it., I could write a strong letter to the liinister tor
Agriculture, and if he failed me 1 would have it put up in vhe Punjab
Council, which would probably have the desirea effedt, out there still
remains the legislative hssemply and afeQr that the Viceroy?

I wiil pe very glad to right it pecause I think it is a good thing
to let the local officials know we are not easily squashed. On the other
nand if you are not prepared to accept the land when, and if, it is
eventually offered, 1t would prejudice unravourablg any future similar
case we might have,

I enclose a copy or my letter to the Chiet Conservator for you., I
will be giad 1t you will let me have mMr Parker's lecvter pack ior my file
when you have 1inished with it,

Will you please tvhank +‘r, Georges for his letter of the 28th and
teil him I wiil write to him tomorrow. 1 nope tnat I wiil have received
tne miagliish Mail in the meantime and perhaps it may contain something of
interest, =

I am glad to say that my knee feels more comfortable and feels no
worse for a very short walk which I took yesterday.

Pluviose appears to have arrived accompanied with a certain amount
of snow, this is unusual.

I hope you are all well and that kme de Roerich has no pain in her
knee, I should be very sorry to tiink that my pain had gone to her,

With heartiest greetings to you all.from us both
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