F. F. YON WILMOWSKY,
COUNSELLOR AT LAW,

Room 2218’, 120 XX BROADWAY.

NEW YoRrk, N. Y., February 20, 1931.

Professor Dr; Niecholas Roerich,
Urusvati Wimalayan Research Institute,
India, Naggar, Kulu, Panjab.

Dear Sir:-

Dr. iMerrill, the Director of the New York Botanical Gard-
en, after an interview with your son, Dr: George Roerich, last spring
sugcested to me that I communicate with you about the botanical research
of Dr: Walter Koelz in the Himalaya region. I had been doing some
work st the Garden regarding a discovery of mine, viz., that the soma

‘ plant of the Rigveda was Salvia Mooreroftiana Walliech, native 7, to 9,000
feet high in the Indus valley and on tlhe mountains around Kashmir, and my
further discovery that that plant is a variety and, probably, the socurce

of Salvia sciarca Linne (Muskatellerkraut; Clary; Toute Bonne, Teuts
S8aine, Orvale des Prés), which I had traced baek in Burope to about A. D,
- When I called, I found you and your son absent; I met Mr, Lichis
mann, with whom I had a talk about Dr. Koelz' work and alsc on the subjee
of Shembhals, of which I had reesd in newspaper reports of your travels;
¥Mr, Liehtmann told me of the wide rasnge of your research work there,

I had recegnized in Sambhals , or thought I recognized, a familiar
deity which I had traced from the present day back to the Atharva-veds
Hymns X, 7 and X, 8; it is there called Skambhd; it appesars there for
the first time in the Sanskrit literature, Skambhd is a philosophicel
conception; as far as I have found, it stands alone; the Indologiste
know of no relation or connection with any other deity. The late W,
E, Whitney, of Yale, who, with Roth, eof TuWingen, translated the Atharve-
veda and edited it zsnme time after Muir), characterised the coneeption
of Skambhd as "the frame of the Uniwerse",

In giving you now some present resultis of my rssearch work my cobjed
is to render to you some litile assistance in your research there and ,
perhaps, to suggest some new lines of research along which some positive
results may resasonably bPe expected, I do not give the course of my re-
search, but only & few points of my results.

Etymologieally, the name skambha, Irlx,is & noun related tec the
0ld High Cerman words cimin end himil; the German Schimmer, Tglittering?!
Schemel 'z low stool'!; the Latin scamnum 'a bench', scabellum; the Ger-
man Schimmel 'something white', Old High German scimbal, scembel (Aust-
rian-Bavarian Schimpel); German Schemen, 'a ghost, shadow', Old High Ger-
man acim, Skembha as thHe personification of the abstraect combination
of Space and Time - 3 (or 4) ¥ 1 dimensions = is philoscphically and po=

etically dwelt on in the two above cited Hymns. The same conception
is found in the later Buropean deities represented with several heads
looking in diffierent directions = Porewit, five; Porenut and Swantewit)
four; some Old Keltic deities in Gaul, three; the Italian Ianus, two.
The, greek Kronos like the Iranian Zeryan Akarnana represented chiefly
absract Time., Swantewit at Arkona fRugen) and Riedegost: at Rethra on the
Lucin-See (Mecklenburg) were forms of the Germanic "Hinmel", "the mighty
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lieavdly domain" personified; surviving in Slaviand as the deity on whom

the harvest erops depended after tlhe %ermanic tribes had migrated west and
south,l have little doubt that they Were the same deity after which the

Kommel-bcrg in Flanders was named. "Ach, du lieber Himmel " "Das

weiss der Himmel »'" " Hilf, Himmel "é?n, I believe, survivels of the
ancient VPelief in Skambha—Sambhala. " Gott im Himmel § " " Du lieber
Gett. 2 8 nekel 3" " Der liebe Gott " of the old Saxens in Westfali
are referring to tle same deity under a Christian cover.

AlYert Einsttein!s " Raum~ZeiteXontinuum " appears to me to be the
same very ancient idea and coneception that was expressed by the Brshmaen
sage in the twe Atharve-veda mens. I think t¥e home of thWe conceptien

is in Kashmir, or in Western Tibet (Ladak), which must have been the home
of the Arya for quite a while, Yefore thieir of f'spring (Kelts,\(lrnqu,og
Kimbri, Teutones) migrated West
&be sanectuaries of the FEuropean deity of ‘Heaven’ were on the tops
of mountains having a head toward the east, Ite attributes were - be-
sides the plurality of heads - denoting the four " Himmelsrichtungen " and
Time -7 enormous size (IrminsGil on the Ereshurg in Saxleang, dcsfroyed by
Charlemagne; Swantewit); a golden swerd (Sab'" enot; XPYEAL&P) as the
emblem of Lightning; and a "Schimmel", a white %orsc, as the emblem of
the Sun (sbbreviated as . )'nPirAEJDQ_ How mueh of the anecient
conception and its emblemsg and myths has survived at its source?

Kimin, "Heaven", was blended in Central Europe at an early time
with Wotin and 80 excaped the savage onslaught of the Christian priests.
Wotin, tWe Sanskrit Vayu-Vata, the GreakTNﬂVAAEDDZHAAwm originally, the
deity of the Wind-storm; and THOr, the Sanskrit: Indra, tnel((PH\ﬂvOi

'Thunder-stione or =Yolt ')were rivels from olden times does that
rivalr: ,go baeck to the Indus and to Tibet? Indra Vrtrahan, the Grecian
‘HPAX AN slayer of thie winged Geryongs (! Roarer '), retained his

great th1r8u in Burope; where did he aequire his nropsnslty for walking
over the mountains and for orushing mountain tops? Tibvet may give the
answer, Indra changed his qarskrit name in the Ladek region, adopting
the Tibetan word for 'stonme, thunderbelt!, "rdor". (Is thig word re-
lated to the Chinese "t'o, 'a heavy stone', Giles, 11,351 %)

A difféerent oonceptlon or abstraction of the same natural phenome-~
non has its source in the Sanskrit word "asanl, - as it seems, an old
Dravida word, agani 'g und,erbolfz death by a thunderbolt!. It is the
source of the Grecian H a thunderbolt?!. The word is very an-
clent; "asin" iec common to all of the Algonkin tribes of North Apmerica
d*noflng "a stone", TANNAY denoted a 'meteoric stone', The Alrli
the fiery snake of lightning, is Athene's antagonist, like the Iranian
Veretra, Azi dshaka, like the Sanskrit Vrtra ahi jqaq, Susghna, 'Zische?
The Grecian 'jataka' of Athéne is of Kretan OrLglh, it seems, Are there
any tracgs of a female Thunder-deity in the Himalayas? I Yelieve
that Athens ceme to Karia snd Kreta and to Greece over the southern route
from India, though also ever the Black Sea,

It seems that the Tibetans,and tle Hindus of the Mahabharata, nndew
stand Sambhale to denote a mysterlous locality achieved by Tao, 'qu Way!
somewha+ ae the Middle A§fs E?ncelvcd the Castle of the Holy Grail (Cor-
Pridge on Tyne, with a ¢ -procession and lsnx satura) or the terre-
strial Paradise, the Greolan(:nYC\ONths Egyotiian 'Field of’ Aaru (the Als-
zon river valley, south of the Kaukasus, with Early Eastern eulture).
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All of these conceptions should have left traces in the myths and
the folklore and the ditties and sayings and ceremonies of the Himalayas
and of Tibet, if they were ever at home there. Do the 'devil dances'

of Tibet reflect any mythological lore? How about the blond tribes of
Kashmir and the Hindukush? Research regarding these questions 1s neces-
sarily local, to be done there. Such research requires not only a speak-
ing knowlwdge of the languages, Tibetan and Kashmiri, byt familiarity wih
the local dislects and personal familiar contact with both the lamas and
the pandits and the lay people, with knowledge of the literatures, both
Kandjur and Veda and popular lore, To help in such research, 1 have
disclosed to you these data, which I expect myself to publish in a book
when I get more leisure than I have had, with the hope that they will be
of aid in your investigation for the survival of ancient Eastern beliefs
which have become the subject-matter of our European beliefs, myths, cult,
poetry and all the arts,

Believe me, Yours oy resnectfullv,

Wﬁf»%m?

P -85 When I told Professor Dr. A, W. Jackson, of Columbia
University, in 1928, that I thought that Skambha of Atharva-veda X, 7 and
8, was the German "liebe Himmel", his answer was: " I don't pelieve it J

The Grecian representative of Ska.mbha ‘%pacc", was ATAAZ

like the Germanie deity of enormous size ATA ANT]E the abode of Atlas,
was identified with the Terrestrial Paradise and with the Countrv of the

Wour Rivers ( Euplirat, Tigris, Araxes, Vohu or Boas, now Jorugh): Ar=-




