New York, October 20, 1936.
iy dear Roerlch:

I received the various magazine articles of yours which
you were kind enough to send me. I have read them all, and enjoyed
them 2ll, but with different degrees of enjoyment. That account
of the o0ld Liama's about the appearance of the Masters in the
desert, and his answers to your questioning about them thrilled
me most. "Heavenly Gifts" I found inspiring. Your whole attitude
and point of view is a fime antidote to all this defeatism,
skepticism, and negative thinking. I wish your works might have

a wider clreulation.

I am shopping about among the publishers trying to get
better terms for my memoirs than Mr. Knopf seems disposed to give
me. The Viking Press has the manuseript now. I sold the serial
rights to some of it to an architectural magazine. The best part
of the book--the occult part--is the thing that the publishers
care least azbout. I do not believe that this 1s true of the
readers, however. The publishers, like the theatrdcal producers,

misjudge thelr auddence, as has been proved agaih and again. The

bookseller and the publisher stand kBetween the public‘aﬁétwhat it

-

really wants. This has been demonstrated to me

“Green Pastures" went the rounds of the producers offices for
two years before it got backing from outside sources, and it has
8ince made millions. And who could have ever anticipated--least
of all the publisher--that Alex @arel's book, "Man the Unknown"
would ever have become a best seller. Publishers and booksellers
push the things on which they think they can get quiek returns.

This 18 inevitable, because they must do so in order to survive.




What we need therefore 1is a subsidized theatre and a subsidized
press-- not by the government, but by some médern equivalent

of the Grand Dukes of the Renailssance. To think how much fun

some of our millionaires might get out ®f this sort of patronagel

The trouble 1ls that just when their faith &nd fidelity is

most tested they crack under the strain--like lir. Horch.

Norman-Bel Geddes, whom you remember, for we called on you
once together, has a very successful play on,"Dead End) for which
he made a superb production. He has a company acting it both
here and in New York, and he sold the movie rights for $165,000.
Now on the strength of thak he put on another play last night,
"Iron Men a play about steel workers, with scenes high aloft
in a steel-framed skysecraper under construction, with giant
chanes handling enormous steel girders, riveters at work, and
all that. Again, he scored heavily on the production end, but
in this case, I judge from the newspaper criticisms, the play
itself was not so good. Norman 1s certainly a genius in his
handling of form, color and light in the theatre. He paid $5000
dollars, I understand, to get the exaet sound-effects of that
particular portion of New York in which “Dead End“ is laid, so
that one could even hear the lapping of the waves against the
East River pler, and he paid $2000 in this new play of his,
to record the sound of riveting as heard from a distance on a
modern skyscrapér. I wish he could employ his great talents

on plays more worthy of them,

With kindest re@ards to yourself and your wife,

I am yours always sincerely,

Fo e ;
P. S. My health is much impréved. Thanks for your suggestions.,













Ehe Shelton, New York,
July 3rd, 1937

iy dear Roerich:

I was glad to get your letter, the
pamphlets, and that photogtaph of your pro-
rheblic picture "Armageddon," I think this
shoul@ be published in some American magazine
as a sort of awful warning, and if you give
your consent I will myself try tp place it
in the hands of some editor, but I shall not
move in the matter until I find out how you
feel about that,

I have decided to rewrite my autoblog-
raphy, treating each of my activities ass a
separate "life" instead of being bound by the

chronological order of events. And I shall eall
it

MORE LIVES THAN ONE

which is a quotation from Oscar Wllde's "Ballag
of Reading Gaol'"--

The man who 1lives more lives than one
More deaths than one mast die,

It was a kind of a “death" when I was
forced to give up architecture, andg again I
feel that thing, how that my health forbids
the stremuous work of the theatre.

e 18 a birth, You
mst have experienced the same thing--ang many
times, I will get the book publishegd somehow,
the main thing is to get it written properly.
I can improve it, and that is my summer job,
and my present business,




I am going to lecture at International
House in August, and in Hartford I give two
lectures in the Fall. These, with one appearancg
before a group of mathematiclans, are all of m
"dates ahead,"

I have asked my pullisher to send you
a copy of my “Merely Players" which i1 infer yom
have not read, even though there is an article
about you in it, because you gay you never hea
rd of Pranels Grierson. In that book I have an
article about him too., I am sure it will inter
est you. He was a real prophet. I read tiffins
pages of his "The Invincible Alliance* when I
was In Rochester last, and found there an exabt
forecast of what has happened, 1s happening, an
what will happen presently, although the book
was written long before the world-war. He
told me that lMexico and the U. 8. A. must come
to terms and become friendly, before this
continent could march forward to its destiny.
This 1s now happening to a tune of which
Grierson could not have dreamed. You will also

Find other things of interest in this book,
particularly in the final section “The Worla
of the Wohdrous."

Let me know your wishes in regard to the
publication of the photo of your plecture, for
I think The World Observer would be glad of 1it.
I have an article in the current number which
I will send you.

Cordially and sincerely, and with
regards to lrs. Roerich also, I am

Your friend,

C\)m/
@@vj&.
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New York, May l1l2th, 1939
vy dear Professor Roerdlch:

Thank you for the copy of The Scholar

containing my article. 'Sibylline Women in the Modern World."

' I found the magazine interesting on other counts.

KNOTT MANAGEMENT ihe World's Falr 1s open now, and 1t appears to be a
success. <The lighting effects are the finest feature. bagsett
Jones, who learned about lighting in the only place it can be
learmed@, the theatre, has develpped a "color symphony" of
mugle, moving water, light, color, fireworks and flaming gas
which is the most amazingly beautiful thing I ever saw. He 1is
the partlieular hero of this occasion, and deservedly so. He uses
no flood-lights except on the trylom and perisphere, which
are drenched with violet-blue, and look so diaph&nous that
they might be part of the sky itself. Jones makes light
preelous. It is the opposite of Broadway, for at the Falr the ecrowd
1s 1n darkness, and the builldings in silhouette with the light
conflned to the portlcoes behind the columns, which stand out in

often against decorative paintings.
shapp rélief*“ts\ i am sorry you cannot see this lighting,
It is in the highest sense dramatic, and makes the Fair an alto-

gether dlfferent thing by night than by day.

On londay I am going to my home town, rocchester, to visit

my sister, who has been 111, and to address a meeting of architects.




L attended the opening reception of the new two million dollar
luseum of Art. The building is very uninteresting exteriorly,
but inside it has some excellent features, notably the use of glass.
ihe great garden in the rear is separated from the ground floor of
the Museum only by a continuous wall of plate glass, so that being
indoors, ome seems to be outdoors at the same time. The englneers,
architects, and all the techniclans of every sort have done very
well, but the statues and the pictures! Some of them seemed to‘!g
like obscene Jokes, yet are taken in all serlousness. It 1s because
these mllliionaires who are behind this enterprise know nothing
and care nothing about art as you and I understand it. When 1 think
of all the wealth of beauty you have created which is now hidden ¢
away somewhere, and this garbage displéyed on dishes of sllver
I have a sense of the general topsiturviness of the world, and

the inversion of values.

iy autoblography is scheduled for pablication in England this
antum; also my "A Primer of Higher Space.” This should gain rne.
new audlence. I am qulte inactive now on account of my state of
health, but I find that my books are being read more than ever,
and 1 get some very fine letiers about them, and from remarkably

fine people.

Theos Berngrd"s book, ''The Penthouse of the Gods" has sold

N
well and Scribgners have accepted two others by him, one of them

on thelsubject of yoga, about which he certalnly knows a lot.

I hope that you and yours are well. I am always glad to hear

from you.




Exeerpt from Clsude Bragdon's letter to Frof.Reerion

dated New Vork May 17, 1939

T attended the opening reception of the new two million
dollar Yuseum of Art. The building is very uninteresting exte-
riorly, but inside it has some excellent features, notably the
use of glass, The great garden inm the rear is separated from
the ground floor of the Museum only by a continuous wall of plate

s, The ingineers, architects, ond all the tecnniciaus of
every sort have done very well, but the statues and the piec-
tures! Some of them seemed to be like obscene jokes, wet are

teken in all seriousness, It is because these millionaires

who are behimd this enterprise know nothing and care nothing.

about art as you and I understand it, When I think of all thue
wealth of beauty you have created which is now hidden away
somewhere, and this garbage displyed oh dishes of silver I have
a sense of the general topsiturviness of the world, and the

inversion of values, "
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1HEs LAY

I recalved =
Bugenie told

not- enly in my 1life.hut' in my

Ey_health 8. no wor 1) hink better, 1 2m trying’
tile--caprylng #ol > my- proe Jective qrmudweut den‘
golor. They lodk to me very handsome
enough of them for.am. sxhibition tfjs winte
‘ eaking every AobK i B small group Who' wat to round 
‘giria’ seh&ol af deﬁ tvoe,‘ As:I uauqu for & -short uim”'

An 8 fashiona 1é girls scﬂool and ‘know how tervihle the are

o tnou"ut 1 migbf ve of: help here, aad I am giv*ng tnem'a

Tgfeaﬁ many iceas WhiCu se o gl e 3 oe new 10, them Jut ave old

o you- and Le.: Erom now -on every gehool c'h.ould oe founded on;
Ahe osgentials of the: anclent wisdom~~a11 th&s materialﬂstic
soierice siuaipd out o; books 1s old ha& ~he sh@uld abandon

the a1 lﬁcy tnﬁL man is noth ng bun a suéerior animal As an
'animal'he A n&eed 1n49rﬂor now,‘bccause no* haviag taken his

sniritaa’ G“Gi@ti@ﬁ 1nto his own handx he has beeom@ degeneraﬁ




where they can & your uduﬂl-dws and

have to Lell that I do not know-~and the reagon.l
Doés the fact that tha} nan lage is a. gand 4ddue bor Yice-
Fresident mean that the dark powers have sequred an ente?ing.wedge
here, as.thaj Gid in Germany” lels t,'bﬁt I would neyer -
vobe & tieket with that man on it--he is too close to Horeh.

Theod Bernard hag 5on £0 the Coast., where he has 2 largé,

‘Hall i . .

Pollowing.: lanley”ls giving & course of leetures at. the Pybthisn
Témple which are well attended, and are sald to.be'fine. '
Erishnamirtl got no nearer 0 New;xork than Eddington, He»haﬁ &

véeries df'meetihgs at logen's plaeei;Safebia,.but‘Ivaid@nﬁ'gof&ownw

I ve Seen quite a bit orf Natacna Rambova wlo i know was &
frianq ﬁﬂd wﬁm;rev of yeurs. She's 1ntcrestinﬁ invtheﬂmeetlngsl
aoout this school and has been of help Eow=she‘s,invFiorida‘for'a

short Whllee

« I hope that you andiyour fémily aré'W9119 and that ybu :
gre not affected‘by,this confliet;any'more than everyone'must‘be

inevitably.

'Always cordially your friend ahd’aamirer,




