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4-JUNE-1938 .,

Our dear Arsunides,

VAS has receives from M7, an envelopef with stamps
for which ne thanks him and from it we know your new address
and understand that you are already together at work,
Of course you have heard of the vandalism in the luseum .,
Yo doubt from 1ML and also from ARSUINA were expressed se-
parate protests, since this vandalism ps already a national
calemity. We use this expression from the words of Dr,Robert
Harshe,who was an undisputable authnority on art, and who
gaid this when there was only the inaication of a danger
in 1932 at the time of the receiver, It was also remarkable
to witness how at that time when there was only danger,there
was held a powerful protest meeting - but now when the actual
vandalism has been committed,it seems that the public voice
is not audible,

To whom has Maurice officinlly given nis vote, Tuils nis
proxy is required in many cases, For instance oun June 7th
the apostates called together a meeting of the trustees of
Roerich Museum,on which every vote has a decisive weignt,
That proxies are possible is proven by previous meetings
at which proxies represented us, Yo doubt the apostates
now scheme some Tinal and fatal move and every possible ef-
fort must be applied now to save the situation, If thne
focal centre shall be destroyed then everything will perisn,
Tn what abnormal position are now all honorary advisors,
donors and oco-workers, who never dreamt that they are
supporting a private affair of H, IINL remembers very well
how H.stated that"paintings were made permanent” which could
onlv mean that they became an inseparable part of the publie
museum, Ve can well imagine the indignation of Dr.,Hewett,
also a lon,Advisor of the Yuseum,when he hears of H's wanda-
lism,

Tow the newsseason of ARSUYVA has beguu and we are most
interested to hear of your new steps. Besides the school
you have also arranged galleries and let us hope something
has been sold, If the next payment from Adrian carnot unfor=-
tunately take place before next February as you wrote, then




one has to rely upon sales which can make good for Adrian's
delavse, Yaurice fully understand the situation anad I therefo
fore will not dwell on this pressing necessity. Tuckily

you have a wide range of sizes and thus can more easily
operate with various possibilities. Please let us kuow
about the proppects,

At a time vhen in Yew Vork shocking vandalism takes
plage, iun otner parts of tne world benmeficial siguns are
rising. You will be interested to hear that on June 16t
in Praha a great celebration will take place in the Mus®um
on the occasion of the opening of a Roerich Hall. Excel-
lent manuseoripts of new monographs have been received ,

One from au eminent Swiss art eritic, aunother by aum English
poet., It is touching to see how these counoiseeurs have
thoroughly studied my art and what beautiful parallels

they draw, In Estounia a symposium of articles ou my art

is in orint, Also in Lithuania a similar eaition is in
prevparation and on ¥May 29th in the Kaunas University was
held a large public meeting of the Lithuanian R.Bechbety,
Also by the time this letter reaches you, you may perhaps
nave received the ZELTA GRAWATA (Colden book of Creetings)
published in gommemoration of my Golden Jubilee. Work om
the large momograph in Riga is proceeding and there will
be included the last portrait by Svetoslav,which is being
revrogueed in Prana, One of the oldest Literary Socleties
of Incia, The Nagari ‘racharini Sabha in Penares has electe
me a Honorarw Vember, And last not least within a fortunight
appears the Tirst issue of FLANNA QUARTERLY., For this
please send, as do all our other Societies, monthly coneial
particulars of ARSUNA's activities,to enable us to select
material for inclusion, on the page "News from America',
0f course besides special activities of ARSUNA, there can
be reviewwddother interesting art events of importance,
Surmary of articles by Dr,Hewett,Maurice,by Clyde or Morar
ranging ftoeither 2 or 4 pages of SCHOTAR reprints would
also be very welcome,
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Yo doubt tue public voicde of America,to which country
I pave contributed the results of 25 years of my cresiiive
work, will resound and will condemn the shemeless crimes
of the apostates, Yot in France alone can appear such
defenders of Truth as Zola. So many American art eritics
and art lovers have previously expressed their enthusiem

that they cannot now pass in silence such unheard Vandali

await

e
sucecess.,
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2=-JULY=1938

Our dear Arsunides,

On the way to you is already the first issue if FLAMNA,..
In order to underline our love to ARSUNA in this number there
has been included the entire ARSUNA pamphlet and the same:
will be repeated in the coming issue. We hope that all par-
tipants of ARSUNA will appreciate this sign of cordiality:
and in their turn will also support and assist FLANMNA,Quar-
terly. If there will be public help, then this most udeful
quarterly can flourish as the organ of all our Roerich So-
cieties, You will be glad to hear that our Latvian R.Society
although only very few understand English, have subsecribed
to 15 copies. No doubt besides the programme you will sena
detailed news about the galleries, lectures and all other
activities as well as press clippings. To the destructive
activity of the three criminals one can best of all oppose
by strong comstructive avtivity and in this sense such an
organ is the more necessary. So much of goodwill and free
labor was given to the reslization of this quarterly that
if every co-member of every society would render at least

a little benevolent drop into the Chalice of Common Good




Note the new signature

the result will already be excellent. With a minimum of
expendi ture, from spare reprints etc, it was possible to
achieve quite a representable issue. The next AUTUMN number
is already in print, You will no doubt like CONLAN's mono-

graph which will be in three issues and then avaldéble se-:

parately. Such and many other new good friends are appro‘x-

ing., - Thus we shall be happy to receive your latest news.

We also very much ask you to let us know (of course
not for the quarterly but for pressing living necessity)what
prospects there are of sales. I will not repeat how undefer-
rable this question becomes every week., Besides small exhi-
bitions in other places, you no doubt keep up a strenous
pulse in this direction. It would be very disastrous if
ARSUNA in the public eye would appear as a non-selling propo-~
gition -~ but let us not speak so sadly, because no doubt some

¥o doubt you have also sent your protest :&gainst the van~

prospects exist.

dalism to New-York to join the other protests. Forman's text
is quite good and can attract adnerents from most distant
parts of the country. Verily the entire country should
gstrongly express itself égainst the three vandals, We are
already receiving from Europe most indignant letters.

We wish you every success and eagerly await your letters ,
in Heart and Spirit with you all
L5 -2.JUL.1938




11-AUG-1938

Our dear Arsunides,

¥any thanks to Clyde for her letterﬁégnt with Maurice's:
of June 22nd. We were very glad to see the success of Maurice
's recital, as well as the ofher details of Arsuna's activi-
.fiéét Indeed the articles by Morang are very nice., We would
like to reproduce parts of them as an article by ¥orang in. -
our Winter FLAVNA issue please airmail by return his consent
and whether it is necgessary or not to mention the newspaper?

Of course it is very sad that the financial part of the re-

cital did not come Up to the expectation. Indeed Santa-Fé

must remember the old pfoverb that the nightingzale is not ..

fed on songs. Of course, as I have already written, we remem-
ber Santa~Fé is a very small place although very hicturesque‘
Perhaps now during all these years it has grown considerably.
Anyhow this district should show its buying and paying capa-
city. Ve are only afraid that people will take it as a rule
that one can receive in ARSUNA tea and all sorts of good
things without any expense and obligations. It is very good
that you arrange exhibitions in small units, Also in Europe
this is at present a la mode -~ about this method we recently

heard from London and Reinhardt in New York also offered this
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P.S.Do not stress mysticism

e
They all want one or maximum two larger or medium paintings
and all others in small size, - the more so as
customary to hang paintings at considerable distance one fro
another, It is very sad that Adrian is at present im tem-
porary difficulties, but if he remains as a Trustee of Ar-
suna it gives the hope that he will find other ways to
help ARSUNA in her obligations, by ascisting in sales, S¥C,
I will not repeat at length how really undeferrable some
sales are. You understand this as well as we,

We fully agree with you that for small sales Tibetan ob-
jeets could be profitable, but this requires some working
capitzl which apparently you have not available at present.
Bagerly we always await your good news. From America there
shoulc not come only news about vandalism.Sina fights strong
ly.This year was not favourable as regards our health.
E.,I.,is already ill since July 1lth, and only now very s.’.*-
ly beging to recover, And during the last twoweeks I also
feel rather unwell, Everywhere there is much tension, botn
cosmically and physically., We hope that Dorris's operation
has been successful and that she will soon join you. Ve
are glad that Maurice's health is now alright, We are afraid

that the climate of Phnoenix will be very trying for him, -

1 always remember the heat at "The Needles". We are sending




27=-AUG-1938

Our dear Arsunides,

Probably you have seen some nasty remarks in the "Colo-
rado Spings Gazette"of July 3rd about the Taos exhibition,
Apparently in Taos or Santa Fé there are some decided enemies,
and no doubt yvou guess who they are. This circumstance makes
it necessary to be especially cautious with exhibitions. Andg
altogether exhibitions can be given only into absolutely
trustworthy hands, when one knows with certainty under what

conditions the exhibition will take place. I had already

written to you, th&t one thing is an Bxhibitiol and an entire-

ly different thing are sales, In our present case we are in-
terested not in exhibitions, but in sales. Exhibitions are
necessary for newcomers and beginners, whereas I do not by
age nor position belong to neither. When you come into some
big gallery, like Duveen's or Knoedler's, wether this be inm
America or Burope, you never see paintings on the walls, If. -
after an examinative conversation you prove to be a real buyer
then you will be shown two or three paintings, in order not

to break the concentration, We have seen in large galleries

in Paris, where they have whole collections of one artist,




that they are never on the walls, and only a few of them .
are shown in special cases, The gallery which has such gol«
lections will never send them out to small places, the buy-
ing capacity of which is unknown, A large gallery never
rigks, but acts only where there is a full probability.

I know of a fact when an excellent painting by Jordans .
by chance got exhibited in the winadow of an auction Troom
for several months, and not one collector darea to buy it,
because it was already prostituted. We have also

heard that exhibitions in museums never bring sales. And

if for my whole life I compare the number of paintings sols
from exhibitions and without exhibitions, the latter number
is infinitely larger. Therefore I do not think that exhibi-

tions in such small places could bring any results, At

first the buyer is created,and only then the sale ta,]ces..

place. And every prostitution and devaluation can bring
irreparable harm, Of course we understznd that you are

doing your best and we are very interested in the results

[

of the summer session of ARSUNA., Please let us know the

number of students and the number of visitors,in order thzt
we may have a little idea of the scale. Have you received
ZELTA GRAMATA and Flamma? - Are there any subsecriptions to
FLAVMA? The price is so very low, The appreciations are
excellent,but "you cannot feed a nightingale on songs®,
With our best wishes in Spirit with you
;0% 2161938
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Dear Arsunides,

Vany thanks for the large collection of very interesting
clippings, invitation cards and other material. One thing
looks rather unfortunate: A Chalice of a tea room gives cause

for too many ironical rema¥ks - anyhow it is better mot to

put the sign over Tea Romms or Restaurants, It should be

only over announcement dedicated to educational and artistic
activities. We were glad to see that also Jimmy has become
a journalist - this is very good start for him., We also were
glad to see that ARSUNA already has its Press. What plans
does the latter have? The articles of Morang are always in-
teresting. Yow I want to talk about your new co-worker ¥r,
Partlow, Somehow it seems that he is unot sufficiently in-
formed about mv activity. It woula be useful to advise him
to study the monograph by CONLAN, the article of Gollerbach,
the Bibliography published by the"¥oung Builder", "Zelta Ruma-
mata", Radosavlevieh and also allmmy books. Regarding his
statement that the collection of my painting hos been acouir-
ed by Arsuna, one has to keep in mind all the counsequences

of this. Of course there exists an agreement which has not

been carried -out by ARSUNA, Of course, Adrian Trepresents omne




of the three voices of ARS]FA, thus the majority is in your
hand, and you will no doubt take undeferrable steps for best
solutions, Everybody understands that if something is repeat-~
able announced as acquired, such an acgquisition has its natu-

ral results, and especially in financial dealings certain

formulae have a definite meaning. We were glad to see th%

themes of the various lectures and the programmes of Maurice's
recitals. All this is very interesting ana is probably at-
tracting good aundiences, Please tell us the cuality of the -
visitors., Just now for ARSUNA the best season has been closed
and one can deduct definite conclusions. The winter season
having begun no doubt the number of pupils in the School has
also become known, If you want our adifbee, do not hesitate
to give all details ana figures, only thus can one judge in
what diréction and how best to proceed. Ve were delighted to
receive news from Dori##s of August 30th and to hear that ot”
is now with you. It is very good that business, toO juage from
newspaper, in America is somewhat improving. This is so im~.
nortant for sales., What sales altogether and on what a scale
have taken place during all this time? Ve were glad to hear
that Dorgs's health has so miraculously recovered. Unfortu-:

nately we can hardly say the same about ourselves. Thus pro-

ceed victoriously! In Spirit with




'.‘!_1'.[‘ dear Arsunides,

thanks for 2t te 'rom Clyd Doris, Maurice
and ¥Wn,Pill 's poer Also for tane
mushrooms, which were also receiv
convey our-greetings to ¥r.,Part?
frienaly feeliugs auc ge towards
¥ith great
successes,
near tast as
ecitals the larger centres, because
what seepntical regarding the Tfinancizl capacities of
The news about the proposed lectures by Clvde is also
very interesting. Jow you have the last monograph,
in which there are many most useful faects
ions. Since this monograph is verv little
A.y Clyde can use long passage
ave another advice to give regarding these
not schedule these lecture in very small places, where

-

there are but a counle of thousand inhabitants without

any capacities., It is much better to concentrate on large

gentres, from whi can expect beneficizl




You how imperative it is to think first of all of sales,®

ir your last letter you wrote that there were some

mall places not only do they not unc;:..-

but they cannot even distinguish
coula be seen from a

succeed findiung
Jclorado press

list, not only

]

sion Flamma hss made in Santa-F cbably ¥r.Morange and
Er.Partliow have seen th quarterly - ey write sc much
in two local papers. From other countries we receive very
hearty appreciations. Indeed it is very good that you have
Conlan's monograph, which gives so much material. The
in the Yuseum is a good one if

hinder sales, begeuse visitors o6 o Yuseum cennot

gine that the pointings are for sale, Don't you have

ap of the rocom - how big is it? Ve all wish vou

=

heartily every success. In Spirit witn
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ments will result. We were verv grievead to hear of the

mishaps of Maurice's brother. Unfortunately precisely

in Italy we have no contacts and are therefore guite un-

able to influence that country, Fut seeing what the p"-

tion is there, would it not be btetter for him to ge to

T

In Italy we hag two correspondents Rapie i ang

America?
Grassi. The latter died, ang the former already many years
keeps silent and we do not know whether he is alive,

From New York just came very alarming news about the loss
appreal and now some new ways must be found. Indeed it is
distreesing to see that justice does not exist and truth

is trampled down, and that evil machinations are triumphant,

“

vandalism, which protest should be recorded in the files

¢ again advise Yasurice to send his protest aga

useum Committee, We cannot coubt that the vandals

write in the near future considerations about
lications. This letter will reach you Jjust
Clyae's leeture tour on my art, Inceed Conlau's monograph

give new useful material, Ve were delighted to hear
many new friends have been made for us in Arsuna,

ase give us their names and addresses so that we may

send them now and then some reprint from FLALYA
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megsage,Wishing you every g

-
4%

&

938




