





28 Hilltop Road,
Chestnut Hill,
Philadelphia, Pa.,
Ue Si:ofAmerica.
April 6, 1936

My Beloved Mpdame Roerich:

Your letters and books arrived,
bringing us great joy.

I have been intending to write to
you for several months past but so many things have happened -
things which csused us a good deal of anxiety, Elia had pneu-
monia and I was 111, I have been South and since my return
have been very busy arranging lecture schedules and generally
pleking up threads of normal living,

We all feel greatly encouraged with
the stand taken by the Friends of Roerich in New York and we
will cooperate in any way that will make our Vietory assured,

Your letters to us have been as shafts
of sunlisht in a world encompassed by dreariness., Surely, the
blessings that have come from you will return - and I hope that
you feel our great love for you.

You ‘asked me to give you biographical
sketches of the members of the group and I am pleased to send
them under separate cover., My own and that of my husband I am
sending with this letter.

There are so many questions I would
like to ask you concerning the Teachings that I hardly know
where to begin. For one thing, many people have been asking me
of the value of the book " Seng of Sano Tarot " written by one
Nancy Fullwood of New York City. 1In faet, when we were dealing
with Mrs. Horch, she told me that the book was " dictated " by
our own Master, lMrs, Fullwood gets these alleged teachings by
automatic writing. Our own Teachings caution us about the use
of this method of obtaining information and I am therefore won-
dering as to their validity. Furthermore, Mr, Bragdon did not
appear for a stheduled lecture because of a message recelved
through Mrs. Fullwood from the so called " Hermitage ". The
message which purported to be from " The Nurse " was:

" The Forces operating in the group in which the
High Priest Claude entered is not the place in
which he dwells at the time. I will remain beside
him performing the dutlies ordered by Luke, the
Physician, "

He had spoken at two of the three scheduled lectures and not un-
til the third came around did he get such a message. 1 cannot
reconcile in my own heart the validity of this message, if it
came from the same source as do the Teachings we study, parti-
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cularly at the time when the need is so great., If possible will
you please tell me something about this so I may reply to those
who ask of me about the books.

Another thing is the Arcane School, I have
not and will not have anything to do with them and I try to dis- .
courage many who would affillate with them for two reasons:
One is that no one seems to know very much about the " Tibetan "
as he calls himself, Second, it would be beneath the dignity of
any Master to send out any information by mail of an esoteric na-
ture without havihgrseem or knowing very much about the people
to whom this information goes., Thirdly, that,fbéomy'mihdjrdegteés
into the Brotherhood are not issued by any mere mortals which is
" being done by the aforesaid Arcane School conducted by Mrs. Alice
Bailey. I have tried to read some of her writing so thet I may
not be ignorant of them but find them lacking both in sanity and
Judgment and my heart simply revolts at the very thought that she
describes the dwelling place of our Lord as she truly had been
there, Will you also please inform me something about this,.

I love the Teachings more as each day passes
and I hope that someday that I may be worthy to be called a pupil
of Him and you to whom my heart aspires., I will try my very best
. to be worthy of your thought and your love.

Mrs., Horch, last September, gave me a ring

purported to have come from you. It was very old and badly worn
with a stone of coral. She claimed that you had sent it for me
and that it carried special significance. With all her treason
and evilness I don't believe that to be true. Some day, if you
feel that I am worthy I should like an amulet to wear close to
my heart. Ella adores her chain and wiill not allow me to remove
it from her neck., ©She has already sensed a particular comfort
from it, and since wearing it I feel she has improved much more
rapidly than ever before. Accept my heartful thanks.

Can you tell me something about a teraph?
Could we have one for meditation? We have dedicated a chapel to
the Blessed St. Sergius in the Center and we hope it willhave
your blessing and that of the Lord's.

We should 1like to form a group for healing,
Will you tell mewwhat to do and how to choose the people for it.

I am going to send you a picture of Ella very
soon, She is to be christened on Easter Sunday. Miss Grant will
take your place as Godmother by proxy. If there are any sugges-
tions that you have as to my training her as she grows up I would
like very much to follow them,

Are there any suggestions that you may offer
to further the understanding of the Teachlings by the group. We
gtudy together every week, Il act as leader. Then they read
dailly at home and bring in questions. They also memorize one
aphorism a week., I will do anything you may suggest tome about
anything I may need to know and in my next letter, I would like
to a8k you questions conering Agnli Yoga. The group is now read-
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It seems that each time I have tried to finish this letter some-
thing happened to prevent it. You know that Elia was christened and
named Iliana. The Archbishop of the Ukrainian Church officiated. Miss
Grant proxied for you. I presume she has told you all about it.

Since then we have been attempting to organize our friends here
in Philadelphia with marked success. The Center now has a spendid
dramatic group which is active and lucrative. I don't think I have
told you that the Center is supported entirely by young people who are
members of the Living Ethics Group. That is their rroject in Service.

Yesterday we had a meeting at which we elected a board of governors
composed of members of the Liwing Ethics Group. Also a cabinet which is
composed of the members of the warious departments of the Center to carry
on the work under the supervision of the Baord. We have also a tentative
consitution and are now working on the finished draft. The main clause
of it which is not amendable is that the Honorary Ffresident and Vice Pres-
ident who are }i4cholas Roerich and yoursself shall approve of our activi-
ties. Provision is made for a succession of Honorary Presidents and Vice
Presidents to be selectdd by yourselves. We shall send you a copy of
the finished constitution when it is completed.

The Center is going ahead and we are planning a very busy Fall and
Winter with lectures and classes filling every available hour of the day.

I have, now, a new group in Agni Yoga so that I am having two classes
a week.

I have asked you questions in the early part of this letter and I
should now like to ask a few more. Could you suggest experiments to be
carried on by the groups and a course of action to be carried on by my-
self. And where can one fine the finest image of the Lord in order to
bcome saturated with it. There are so many to be had and so few of which
are real.

Wyatt, who is my husband is suffering from continuous sinus trouble.
Is there anything you can recommend for it. He has a very good friend a
bout forty years old who is apparently suffering from cancer. At present
he is being treated by the famous Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. but no
tangible results have beencobtained yet. The case developed in this way:
He had a black mole on his thigh which became malignant. Due to the press
of business he neglected to have it removed in its early stages. Finally,
he had it removed by surgery and apparently sucessfully. Later on, tho'!,
he had a gland in the groin of his left leg swell up to about the size of
a hen's egg. The doctors told him that it was occasioned by a seed from
the mole. The seed having migrated before the mole was removed. This
gland is not painful but is the cause of great mental anguish to him as
he has an idea he will die and he considerse he is tco young to die. He
is not afraid to die but thinks he has twenty to thirty years coming to
him that could be useful. His treatments now consist of X-ray treatments
only. No operation is contemplated on the gland at present as it would
only be made worse by so doing, it is thought. He has just gone thru a
treatment which in effect is the induction of lead poisoning. The doc-
tors say they have had some success with this form of treatment but d&o
not guarantee any results. Wyatt has told him of the correct diet to use
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to prev:nt cancer but of course this man already has one. This man, Mr.
Purdum, although not extremely wealthy is willing to go amywhere and spend
any amount of money (within his means) to be cured. I imagine he would
even go to India if necessary. Dr. Mayo told him it would do no good to
go to Europe as we have all facilities in this country for treatment of
cancer insofar as is known. Can you tell me if this sort of cancerous
condition can be cured. We thought that perhaps the Urusvati laboratrory
may have developed something.

I should like to feel that it will be all right for me to write to
you once a month if it will not prove too much of a burden to you. Main-
ly questions about the Teachings.

We would like to organize a children's class in Living Ethics. Tom-—
my,. my:-son, is beginning to study the Tegchings now and shows a marked
aptitude for them. We thought we could organize a class and so plant the
seeds early in Life in selected childremn. Will this be all right and
have you any suggestions. Wyatt does not approve of Tommy's attending
orthodox Sunday school which is what he is dolng now.

We are planning a trip to the Musuem the last of this month or the
early part of July and are gathering as many of our friends as possible
to join us on the trip. Won't the Horch's squirml

Although we have asked Miss Grant for the translation of the second
volume of Leaves of Morya's Garden, we have not succeeded in getting it
yet. Where can we get an English translation elsewhere?

Wyatt has read some new-books published by the London Lodge of
Buddhists which he thinks ars very good and suitable for a groundwork
of reading for new members of Agni Yoga classes. The books are rather
in the manual type and in questions &nd answers give the meanings of
Karma, Reincarnation, etc., etc. Do you think this 1s a good 1dea? Do
you think any supplemtary reading is necessgry?

With this letter goes all my love and best wishes to all of you.
Forgive my tardiness. Love from all the groups with particular love
from Iliana.

.

Yours always -
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ite grip mekes me wonder "Whither goest thou"
ght it would be better if we applied the money
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1. such great need, or that $25..d month would be better
0 use g8 you see fit snd as seems wise.

Of eourse, Sina has alresdy informed yoy Of my serious
illness this summer--a melignency which necessitsted the re-
movel of the uterus and a portion of the intestine and a
part of the overy. I feel very much better but m: endarsnece
isn't great. Perhaps that is why the hopelessness. The
children are well. Tommy csme basck from his western trip
much improved and almost twe inches taller then when he
left me in June. He had & very nice summer. Otherwige our
existence is gbout the same.

L1 hope and prey each day that I might hesr from you if

thag be poscible if that be possible, if it be only & post-
carda. !

I will write again very shortly and in the meantime my hesrt's
love to you and yours.,

Your

Cih el fee——<
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