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Vol. 24, No. 5

September, 1948

Endless Variety in Articles and Pictures

Ry sern e

of est

by FREDERIC M. LOOMIS, M.D.

Is this amazing story fact or fiction?
When we asked this question of the
author, he replied: “Basically the story
is fact. However, so that no professional
secrets may be revealed, the characters
are disguised, the setting is somewhat
changed, and there are other embellish-
ments to prevent possible identification.
The incident was at the time as un-
believable to me as it may seem to many
who read about it now.”—THE EpiToRS

IN JUuLy TEN YEARS Aco, a well-
groomed, distinguished-looking
man in his early forties sat in my
consultation room. The gold key of
Sigma Xi, granted only for excel-
lence in scientific study, flashed
from his watch chain. The color of
his skin suggested the Orient.
“Doctor, do you plan to be here

in November of next year?”’ he said
with a slight accent which I could
not place.

“Next year!” I retorted. “For all
I know I may be dead by that time.
How could I know so far ahead?”

“Of course, unassisted, you might
not know,” the man replied, “but
I think that I know.”

“Wait a minute,” I exclaimed.
“What is this all about, sir?”’

“I want you to deliver my wife’s
baby boy by Caesarean section,”
he said, “on November 1st next
year, at 3:15 in the morning. The
approximate date is determined
medically; the exact hour will be
determined—by other means.”

He read my apprehensive look.
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said smil-
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ing. “I am not insane. Of course,
conception has not yet occurred,
but at the time I mention, every-
thing will be perfect—the relative
positions of the sun and moon, the
signs ascendant, the ruling planet,
everything.”

“Astrology ! I exclaimed.

“No,” he answered; ““not astrol-
ogy exactly. There are many things
in medicine in which I do not be-
lieve, things which seem quite as
absurd to me as the signs of the
zodiac—and mlaz’n other things—may
seem to you.”

He was silent a moment, then
added reflectively, “It is unfoxtu-
nate that we who are engaged
in serious occult studies are often
judged by the charlatans and fakers
around us, just as you doctors who
are devoted to your high calling
must suffer from the pretenders and
workers of evil on the trmge of
your profession.”

“But after all,” I protested, ‘“‘you
are proposing the delivery of a baby
boy by Caesarean at an exact day
and hour 15 months from now.
How do you know it will be a boy?
Why do you specify Caesarean?
How can you pick your day and
hour? And I may as well tell you
right now that I wouldn’t do a
Caesarean on the Queen of England
unless I had an adequate medical
reason.”

“I would not think of asking you
0,” he said, quite unruffled. “The
reason will be apparent when you
examine my wife. Operative deliv-
ery is imperative. We have that
knowledge on excellent authority.
And now, sir, without taking more
of your time, I shall ask your secre-
tary to reserve time for my wife on
the 15th of next March, when she

6

will be in her second month of
pregnancy.’’

He rose to go. “Possibly you will
feel better when I tell you that for
years I have not only studied an
ancient science, which in a sense is
the mother of astronomy, but what
is far more important, I was born
back of those great mountain ranges
which guard the secrets of Lhasa
and the Tibetan plateau from an
unbelieving world.

“Why I was selected by the hier-
archy of the Yellow Hat to make
my way secretly through India to
this country to study 20 years ago,
and how I returned there through
Szechwan, is a story almost beyond
belief. Until my present mission is
accomplished, it is forbidden to re-
veal it. Perhaps some day . 022
He bowed courteously as he went
out, leaving me speechless.

I NEVER EXPECTED to see him again.
I tried to forget this strange in-
terview, even though the man’s
cultured bearing had left a deep
impression. But it all recurred to
me vividly when the lady presented
herself on the exact day specified,

a brunette with glowing, dark eyes
like her husband’s, a happy, charm-
ing woman as far removed from the
crackpot class as he had been.

I found her condition exactly as
he had predicted. Normal delivery
would be impossible. She listened
attentively and respectfully to every-
thing I told her—and through all
the months that followed she never
failed to keep an appointment. All
of us in the office liked her in spite
of an aura of aloofness and strange-
ness we always noticed. When I
tried to draw her out about her life,
she evaded gracefully, saying her
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husband would talk to me after the
baby came.

It was disturbing when I found
that by the usual method of com-
puting the day of delivery, her baby
was due two weeks later than pre-
dicted by her husband. Then, as
the date approached, perversely I
began to resent the strange, insist-
ent feeling of compulsion which I
felt night and day.

I finally told my associate that I
was not used to being ‘“managed,”
that I was not going to be pushed
around by any Dalai Lama in
Lhasa or a flock of planets, and
that I would operate a day or two
ahead of time—anything to show
who was boss.

I dismissed the prophecy of the
exact hour and minute as just a bit
of impressive ““window trimming.”

My own feeling of compulsion was
easily explained, I decided, by my

natural desire to acquiesce, if con-
sistent with medical safety, in a
plan that apparently meant as much
as life itself to these people; and
yet, perversely, I could not make
myself believe my own perfectly
sound reasoning.

On October 31, the wife came in
for the usual examination two weeks
before expected delivery. But there
was no sign of any complication re-
quiring interference ahead of time.
When I told her, I saw for the first
time a look of desperate unhappi-
ness and consternation sweep over
her sensitive face. Then I remem-
bered that November 1 was the
next day, and understood.

I explained gently that while I
wanted to conform to their plans
laid so long ago, any surgery must be
determined by surgical indications,
not by my own wishes or by theirs.

SEPTEMBER, 1948

I explained the danger of prema-
turity, even of two weeks. She
thanked me, and by the time she
left her face had resumed its usual
placid and confident look.

I took her problem home with
me. In spite of my surgical judg-
ment, I could not shake off an over-
powering feeling of inevitability.
And when at 8: 30 that evening I
had a message indicating that she
was in labor, I sent her to the
hospital.

A brief examination showed a
marked change since the afternoon,
yet I was not certain that she would
go ahead—false alarms often occur.
However, I felt that I should stay
in the hospital.

At 2:30 a.M. I was called. The
moment I saw her I forgot astrology
and planets, forgot everything but
this woman and baby whose lives
were in my hands. I knew that
something must be done at once to
avoid disaster.

jalling my assistant, I ordered
surgery prepared for an immediate
Caesarean. Everything moved with
the speed and precision of a fine
hospital. Without a word of direc-
tion, instruments and solutions were
qu1ckly prepared. The great shad-
owless light flooded thc room. But
again 1mpellcd by a feeling of ur-
gency, I had sent for the chief anes-
thetist, a most unusual request at
that hour of night. The patient had
begged me not to put her to sleep
but to let her see the baby born.

We gave her a form of anesthesia
under which the patient is entirely
conscious but feels nothing, and at
3:10 a.m., November 1, as 1f I were
an actor in a play bcyond my ken,
I stood beside her, ready.

I waited for the signal from the
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anesthetist, whose authority is su-
perior at the moment even to that
of the operating surgeon. The big
clock in the operating room had
been checked with Western Union.
It was correct to the second. I re-
ceived the brief nod to go ahead.

A Caesarean is an easy and quick
operation. The patient’s eyes, whol-
ly unafraid and eager with interest,
were alternately fixed on the clock
and on me. Outside, I knew her
husband waited. I had told the
nurses nothing except that the
patient had a contracted pelvis, but
they seemed to feel that something
unusual was happening, perhaps by
my manner or the careful checking
of the clock.

They were almost breathless as I
made the first incision. The room
was tense. Then, at 3:15 to the sec-
ond, that baby boy almost leaped
into the world and greeted it with a
yowl, one of the sweetest sounds in
the life of a doctor.

When I went to the side table
where the baby was lying, I turned
him over and I can swear that small
boy grinned at me. I had seen many
babies smile, but never when they
were 15 minutes old. Immediately,
as if a load had been taken from my
shoulders, that curious feeling of
compulsion was gone; and then I
began to wonder if this smiling in-
fant had received some advance in-
formation which I did not under-
stand, and perhaps knew what was
ahead of him.

Still in my operating clothes, I
went out to the father, who thanked
me graciously but said, his eyes
glowing, “You see?”’ I did not see,
but I began again to wonder.

During the following weeks, sev-
eral tentative engagements to talk
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to the parents were canceled be-
cause of the inopportune arrival
of other babies. Then, after several
months, the father came in, agita-
tion and excitement showing for the
first time through his usual calm.

“We are leaving at once,” he
said. “But I couldn’t go without
thanks for your help and under-
standing. Most extraordinary things
are developing on the other side of
the world for that little boy of ours.
We are going to the far places. We
may return in a year or in twenty.

“We shall remember you always.
Maybe some day you will hear
things that will surprise you, that
will open your eyes to strange things
in this world. And above all, never
Sorget that day and hour!’

NEARLY TEN YEARS passed. Then,
on November 1st a year ago,
my secretary said that a man with a
strange voice was on the phone
and would not give his name. “He
insists that he must see you today,
that no other day will do. I told him
that your time was all taken. He
said if you looked at the calendar,
you would understand.”
“Tell him to come at 5 o’clock
when office hours are over,” I said.
He was not the man I had seen
before, but he had the same odd ac-
cent and the same light-brown skin.
“I come to you straight from
Lhasa, sir,” he said in a low voice.
“You remember, of course?”’
“Indeed I do,” I said. “Go on.”
“In Tibet, horoscopes must agree
before a marriage can take place
among the highborn. The horo-
scopes of a certain couple, plus the
ancient oracles of Lhasa and Sam-
ye, decreed that to this couple
would be born a son, and if that son
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were born on November 1st, 1938,
at precisely 3:15 a.m., he would
enter into the spirit of one of our
greatest ancestors, who lived 500
years ago. He was called The Peace
Maker and this child was to be
called The Mediator.

“We did not understand. The
ancient Tibetan mysteries are still
beyond us, but the omens have
proved correct so often that we dare
not disregard them.

“Now, perhaps, we begin to see.
The great bear of Russia and the
dragon of China face each other,
threatening again the peace of the
world, almost at our door. There
are strange signs which say that the
boy, who was first touched by your
hands, is destined to become of
great importance to the world, is
destined to justify the name of

Mediator given him even before he
was conceived. We of the Inner
Council believe he is the hope of
the world. How? We do not yet
know the answer, but we shall see.

“No one in Tibet except his
parents, myself and the 14th Dalai
Lama, Lingerh Lamutanchu, knows
where or how he was born. The
common people think that he was
born on a Himalayan peak as thun-
der rolled and that he quieted the
storm by raising his hands. Already
he is revered.”

My visitor rose, bowed deeply.

“My mission to you, sir, is com-
pleted. You will hear more in time
to come. Farewell.”

He made an odd sign with his
hands which I suddenly remem-
bered that I had seen before—and
then he was gone.

When Fate Kept the Sceore

T WAS THE after-
I noon of Novem-
ber 28, 1942, and
in Boston 45,000
howling football
fans had just wit-
nessed one of the
biggest upsets in
sports history. Underdog Holy
Cross had piled up 55 points against
12 for previously undefeated Boston
College—a team which had, until
that afternoon, been hailed as the
year’s greatest.

In the Boston College dressing
room there was a dismal hush as
the players changed into street
clothes. Over in the corner, an
assistant manager phoned a Boston
night club, canceling the victory
celebration planned for that eve-
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ning. Instead, the
players returned to
the campus and
sat around mo-
rosely, bemoaning
their defeat.

At midnight a
one-alarm fire
sounded in a Boston firehouse.
Then, almost immediately, it be-
came a two-, a three-; a four- and
finally a five-alarm. The Coocoanut

Grove night club was aflame.
Almost 500 people died in the
holocaust—but not one was a
member ‘of the Boston College
squad. Because they had met de-
feat on the football field, they had
canceled their appointment with
victory—and death—at the ‘jam-
packed firetrap.

—CHO00 FRAZIER




The barbaric motor man-
ners of otherwise-polite
men and women take
a heavy toll in fra
nerves, and even lives!

/
/

N A CROWRED PITTSBURGH depart-
ment-storé\elevator, a dignified-
looking busine.{m&n accidenta
jostled a woman, knocking over her
packages. Picking “them -up, he
bowed, tipped hiw, and begged
profuse pardons. _

A few minutes later he\ climbed
into his sedan and pulled owt from
the curb without hand-signaling.
To avoid smashing into-him,
other car had to sweeve sharply.

Irritated, he angrily blew his horn
at the innocent driver, shouting,
“Watch out, you damn fool I’ Then,
furiously, he raced to the red light
to scowl at the driver. It was the
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JACK HARRISON POLLACK
same~Woman to whom he had so
mbly\apologized in the elevator!
us—Ilike this man—mneed
¢ of our motor :
we may be
we get behind a
x¢, become unbeliev-
boors. We honk unnecessarily;
impudently cut in and out of traffic;
blame The Other Person for our
own rudeness; hog the center of the
road; squabble over parking places;
refuse to dim our lights; and com-
nit a hundred other uncivilized
rages that should make us blush

nd highway experts frank-
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