310 Riverside Drive,
New York City.
June 71, 1933,

Dear Madame Roerich:

Your words were most timely and I want to take this opportunity
to tell you how macgh they meant to me. You spoke sSo simply

and with such straightforwardness that 1 feel as though I haye
found a new friend.

It is true that these :times are difficult for me, as they are

for most everyone, and I have tried to look upon them as a test.
The most difificult of all, however, is not the financial struggle.
I feel that is the least important. But the worst is my own in-

ability to determine the kind of work in which 1 can feel that I
might accomplish something is the most disheartening factor,

When L first came %o the Koerich Museum I studied journalism
under Miss Grant and at that ti e wrote the enclosed article.

Mrs Lichtmann suggesied I send you & copys. + have writiten
several articles and a few short stories, but my attention has
been 80 divided the last two years that I have not given full
thought to any one thing = scattered my energies - until 1 have
actually accomplished nothing and ém still undecéided what path

to follow. Of one thing, however, 1 am gertain - that my present
ogcupation, music, is not the one for me,

Again I want to mention, as I have wiitten before to:Professor
Roerich, how greatly I value my association with you coworkers
here, especially Mrs,. Lichtmann, ©She has been a constant

source of encouragement, and I camnot help but wonder what would
have happened had I not the help of sueh friends as she has been
and still is.

I will greatly value any word from you and hope that you will
have an opportunity to write.

Please acgept my deepest love and devotion.

sincerely,

/ @@7\/»( /WW




‘Ascribed to the curse which is said to be connected with the opening

of the tomb of King Tut=Ankh=Amen, the peesish death of Lord Westbury in London =~ in 4929,

again opené}the question as to whether the ancient Egyptians possessed powers
with which we ére unaoquainted today. Shortly after the family of Lord Westbury
received a collection of mementos from the tomb, he leaped to his death from the
window of his home, leaving a note saying he could not stand any more horrors.

T+ is not unusual for excavators to find curses when theuppen
tombs. Sometimes they are imscribed on the walls and are often found written on
papyrus placed in the coffin and on amulets which the mummy wears.

Howard Carter, who gopeﬁed the tomb of Tut=Ankhe=Amen, is contemptuous
of the idea that these curses are anything more than legends or myths, and says that
"1l pane people should dismiss such superstitions with contempt. There is no
place more free éf risk than a tomb."”

However, tragedies have so often followed those who have molested
the dead Egyptians that opinion as to whether the mummies are protected by strange
powers is more or less divided, mm even among Egyptologists. There is the case of
fhe song of Sir Williem Ingrem, intimate friend of Sir Conan Doyle. = The young
man dug up a mummy'w1th an amulzgﬁahlch was insoribed Siay the person who unwraps
me die rapidly and may his bones never be buried.® This malediction was carried oub
with gruesome thoroughness some time later, when young Ingram, while on a big-game

- hunting eipedi€ion, was gored to pieces by a charging buffalo,
| The insteances are often accounted for by attributing them to codne
cidence, But ﬁhe fate of the foﬁr young men who brought the mummy-case of the
Princess AmensRa from Egypt hardly permits that explanation, Two of the young men
were dead.within.the years -Another lost his entire. fortune and the fourth had his
right arm blown off,

Professor George Benedlte, noted Egyptologlst and director of the :
Egyptian antique gection of the Louvre Museum r1d1ouled the idea of Lord Carnarvon's
death being-the‘:esult of any magical powers of the Egyptians, "I have spent my
life emong mummies,” he said, "and they never harmed mB, The fact is that a number
of our young Egyptologists engaged in excavation hflm have been killed or injured

or
& usually through falls of tthe release of po&sonous gases, The superstitious have




wnle
._attrf;;ted these occurrences to some punishment inflicted by forces surrounding the
mummies, but secience and reason refuse the possibility of such occult vengeance,"
Shortly after, Professor Benedite died, the sixth wvictim of the curse of the Pharaohs,

Dr. J, C, Mardrus, Oriental Beholar and one of the foremost living
authoritiss on the Near East made the following comment on the tragedies which followed
the opening of the tomb, Altho he disclaimed any oceunlt or prophetic powers, his
work has led him to make a close study of the esoteric snd secret scienceé.

"1 am, unfortunately," said Dr, Mardrus, "not at all surprised at the

sad death of Professor Benedite. About the same time as he died, there died another
no less prominent savant, Professor Casanover, Who also occupied himself with exca=
vations in the Valley of the Xings, They continue she list of names which I wrote |

about two years ago, Since the opening of the Bmmm tomb of Tut-Ankh-Amen a number
of dramatic events have occurred which I foresaw and announced one month previously
in a newspaper.

"The mysterious series of deaths commenced with that of Lord Carnare
von and was followed by those of George J. Gould, Wolf Joel and Sir Archibald
Douglaé Reid, all of whom succumbed to &n inexplicable malady. This is.ho_childish
superstition which can be dismiésediwith a shrug of the shoulder. We»must femember
that the Egyptians during a period of 7,000 years in order toA(maintain) the oalm of
subterrainean existence, which was supposed to delight their mummies and even pre=-
- went all attempts to disturb their rest; practiced magical rites, the‘powerS‘of
which held no doubts for them,"

"1 am absolutely convinced that they knew how to concentrate upon: and

around a mummy certain dynamic powers of which we possess very incomplete notions,”

*Remember the Ark which the Jews dragged along on their flight from
Egypte They had stolen it from an Egyptian témpliand it was no' other than the"ayk .

of the god Amon. Now according to the Bible!'s own version that ark struck down

deed hundreds of priests and Levites who dared to approach it too closgiy.; It must

surely have been charged with an accumulation of forces unknown to us todéy."
"It is a deep mystery, which it is all too easy to dismiss by skepticism,®
The theory that Doctor M&rdrus offers is in accordance with %hBVWfi£- e
ings of_the odd Hebreﬁ, Greek and §§mﬁn hisforians, whovrefer fb the Egyptiﬁﬁd ;
as a people who were well versed in ocfult sciences and posseasing'strange powers,
It is actually knowﬂ&hat books of magic were in the Royal Egyptian Libraries, These

volumes were not. merely speculative treatises, but gave very definite directions as

to how to perform the pmm ceremonies that were necessary to make the formulae
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) andﬂ‘gs of power efficacious, B
' One of the most common magical practices of the Egyptians was the

: rz;aking of wax .images of their enemies, believing that whatever injuries were
infliotsed on the image would be suffered by the person whom it represented. Recently
a group of doctors conducteci a series of experiments along the same lines, in an
attempt to ascertain whether or not there was any foundation for such a belief.
Startidgg results that nearly ended tragically convineced the doctors that the
practice was not based on superstitioms. or suggestion, but on natural laws of which
they had but soant knowledge.

Bearing in mind Dr. Mardrus' statement that for seven thousand years
certain groups of Egypbtian occupied;i;hemselves with the pursuit of these forces, it
is not hard to see that they must have attained a high degree of perfection in the
use of ‘thems  The last ruler of Egypt, Nectanebus, was a most skfllful magician and
useid the higher laws to protect his country against invasion.

When he received word that a hostile force was about to attack him
either by land or sea, he would retire to a chamber which was set aside for such
_ogcasions. There he made two sets of wax images of ships and men, one set to
represent his enemy and the other his-own forces, These were set afloat in a bowl
of water mmili,the $wo fleets opposing one another,

‘ Emerging from the chamber, Nectanebus put on the garb of an
Egyptian prophet ,‘ and taking up his ebony wand, woudd uster powerful invocations
to surmon the gods who helped men with such undertakings, The wax images in the
bowls of wgter became animated, but always the invaders were conquered. The
hostile ships sank to the bottom of the bowl of water and in such a manner the
real ships of the enemy sunk to the bottom of the sea.

Through judieious use of these powers Nectansbus was enabled to rule

Egypt for a number of years in peace, One day a messenger came running and informed

him that & number of nations had allied against him mim and were about to launch

an attacks.
Unworried, the king entered his chember and prepared to work his
magic, After speaking the necessary words, he was amazed to see the gods menmevering

the ships ‘of his enemy and destroyi g his owm, He knew his reign was at an end,
anz_i fled from the chamber. After shaving off his beard and hair, he clothed himself

‘in th or’din'ary' mamer and immediately left for Pella in Macedonia. - There he spent
spent the remainder of his days as a physician and prophet, :
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My dear Vme, Roerichs

»

writing to express my deép gratitude and appreeiation

the Purple Sign which was transmitted to me by Mrs,
ann,

=y 1y

have been surrounded bv the
T nd h had an opportunity to ﬂitnesm
ﬁump and actions of the loval trustees & the
tempo is similar to that of the attack of the
ittee gome when the opposit
gain its Mll PPOth bPPO”( it wag elim
me, though, -that the three treacheron
14mit in malice and slander. and T fe: ¥ h
our case comes to triasl it will result in a o1 ﬁeciq‘ve
victory for the loyal trustees, and fo» &
they have been Piphtwn* to maintain,
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During this btire :

to lMrs, Tichtmann and she

to me, She has a gtrone hear stand
Pirmly., Her co-workers do likewn know, . and. T
Mps, Lichtmann only becauss of my OJODUHFSS to her,

wilshes for vour good health




