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16th February, 1953.

My dear Devika,

Meny thanks for your letter and card from
Kalimpong. I'll forward the card to Barbara. ' Her
address is : First Floor Flat, Breach €andy House,
Warden Road,Bombay. I have just returned from a
long week-end with her and Charles, at:Bhandar Dara,
Lake Arthur Hill., The Trocmss. came too, along with
Hawkins and Shirin and Jehangir Sabavala, and we had
a most delightful time climbing and swimming. : The
water was cold and velvet. ﬂaqz'thanks for your
c¢ard from Banaras, a place 1 always wanted to
visit.

Dr.R.M.Nebesky ‘de Wo jkowitz called in the
other day. He had some good colour pictures, and I
hope to use one &s a cover. 1 found him a very pleasant
person, and I hope to hear from him again when he gets
to Holland.

Please give my love to Svetoslav, and excuse
this hasty letter. On my return I found an enormous
mail awaiting, which had to be dealt with.

With much love,

ﬁ
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My dear Devika,

Thank you for your most delightful picture
of the "Trader from Tibet", very charming indeed.

I gave an introduction to an Indian author
called Govind Desani, who told me he was likely to go
to Kalimpong, and I suggested that he should look you
both up. You will find him a sensitive type and
rather charming, though, like most Indian authors who
come back from England and find themselves lost in
India, he is very discontented. He is going to a
Vihara in Colombo. He has been at Sarnath for about
six months. I knew him in London.

Under the present arrangements I shall be
here in May and shall look forward to seeing you both.
The Italian boat I was due to sail has been put off
to the end of May owing to a strike in Trieste.

I am glad to hear that Svetoslav is painting
again industriously and will look forward to seeing
some of his latest work.

I went to a reception for Sir Alexander Korda
and found him a most genial and charming person.
Chandulal Shah made a shockingly bad speech. He is,
in my opinion, a disgrace to the Indian film industry.
Hiten Chaudhry asked me to go to a party out at Juhu
where all the stars were meeting Korda, but I had a
dinner engagement and could not make it.

Piease excuse this hasty letter. 1 am snowed
under with proofs and callers!

Love to you both,
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7th April, 1953.
My dear Devika,

Very glad to get your newsy letter of the 6th
of April and the charming photograph. I shall look
forward to seeing you both early in May. I shall still
be here, as I have now cancelled my trip by Lloyd
Triestino, and will be flying on the 2nd of June.

I saw one of Svetoslav's pictures in Walter's
office this mormning. I do not remember which letter
of yours I showed him or what it was about.

Clere's death was very sad. She was a very
delightful person, and as you say, she was almost part
of Bombay. I went to her funeral and was glad to see
a good many film stars there, including Kamini Kaushal.
Dewan Sharar was most moved and cried openly as did
Simon Pereira, who has now joined the "Times of India"
in her place.

$=e Pat and Jean Trocme, whom you met at lunch
at the Taj, are thinking of going to Kulu. I told them
thet I would write to you and ask you whether they could
g0 up to your bungalow at Nagarfor a couple of days.
Would this be all right? I have told them that I thought
that the Tysons are back at Katrain, but I am not sure
if this is the cese. I feel they would prefer the
atmosphere of the Tysons to that of the Banons at Manali,
end I shell recommend that they go up to Koti and the
Rohtang Pass.

It has been very hot in Bombey, but it suits me and
has cured my bronchitis/

Please excuse this hasty scrawl, as Jamjust off
to a Rotary meeting. =

With love to you both,

FRarn

m
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18th August, 1954.

My dear ey ¥ :

i for ;udrc ofthe:llth
of .August. . 8 1l.epathy that made.you smnd me the
avocadps? Becau was dining the other night
fI‘Oﬂl Burmah~Shell and t'.LcJ’ had
avocados, one of my Tavourite fruits,
asked them from where they got them, and they
g 1 then mentally saild t, ﬂ"self
wisih Devika would send me some of the

I was only awey in yuXup
but U‘-d\.)‘\f‘* the brief tri P VETY
International Super Constell uflJ“
fortable and everyone was very nice

We have had 106 inches a:
middle of June, nhlch hev broken al e ds for 79
rs In fact we have hardly seen the sun for the
t outh Fortu;o,clj there sunny spells

ye
P&
b

A
ast
>tvceu the showers, and on OCCqulOHb tﬂe mellow
light is reelly beautiful.

Last night Roshan and Sharouk - came to
dinner and were asking after you. Roshan 1s leaving
"Marg", and I am sure they will miss her.

1 am pretty fit and have no signs of
bronchitis in spite of the dampness of the monsoon.
Verrier Elwin has been here for a week and I have seen
quite a lot of him. He returns to Shillong tomorrows.




My prother Shamus passed through last month on his

way to Penang where he is posted
of the British Council, I had

as Regional Director
g iparty  of 716

AL Ry B
peopLie

at the Taj] to meet him, including Krishna Hutheesing and

the Talyarkhans and Malati
well. I

Raja,
very
where

nave

I look forward greatly to

articnokes.

He looked

orivastava.

since heard from him from Penang,
he has settled down very happily.

the avocados and

With much love to you both,

Yours,

3

L1
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14th January, 1959,

ET?Z& 61(4«. Cﬁl&V1L<4,7

Many thanks for yours of the 9th January.
J.C.asked me one day how Svetoslav's name is spelt
and I thought he was_on to you about the "Filmfare"
business. I do not _when the function itself will
be, as J.C. is going to the U.S.A. in mid-Februs ry
for a time. I am certainly glad that it will be

the last "Filmfare" occasion that I am expected to
grace. Actually I have de 11bpfdt@lj avoided the
ast two! It is all too tawdry and tinselly for

T Sty

Svetoslav has been
with you that he
exh n i not too distant
future, as he i most outstanding portraitist in

v 8 at you have been
to Tirupati "*““g ne yea nay get there when
I tay with fri i ' a

Tahabalipuram,

colour lae: t m; ime is so
sh here th t it is hfrdlv WOl sending them now
and to send them to Ceylon, wher ey would be even
more welcome, would be much too difficult, as the
Colombo Customs make a fuss of letting in plants and

-

flowers. Nevertheless when I get down in mid-April




I intend to take a few of my favourite roots, v ;pged up in
moss, in an overcoat pocket and I trust that tb ey will
last out the brief journey by air and car

Next year, too, I should certainly like to
visit Kulu again. Since I saw a colour film on
at the Himalayan Club here a few weeks ‘ago, I have
very keen to go to Khatmandu and see Dhaulagiri and
Macche Puchhare. The Militery Attache at the British
Embassy there, Colonel Jimmy Roberts, is a very old
friend of mine. It will be nice if I could meke
during his term of service

My brother arrives in April
be staying with me for a day or two.
chance of your being in town on. April 1
goes on to Persia where he will fulfil his
visit Ispahan, Shiraz and Persepolis.
flying to Rome to stay with Aubrey Menen a
Maj. Barbara and Charles are having a
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to Delhi at the end of thg month and it is posoible that
I may be there at the sanie,as they are, as I go to
Calcutta on the 1lst and will be coming back via Delhi,

Last night Raj Kapoor entertained me to dinner at
his studio cott,bc in Chembur and we saw ‘is film "Boot
Polish" (1953). I had not seen it before and thought it
simple and charming. Raj could not have been nicer.

He looks handsome and in good S]cUe - nvt ' and
dissipated as he looked some ye ago. ;
excellent though its heat « olus the whis flowing
did not do my stomach any pood'

No more news.

Much love to you both,

e




