ANUARY 19, 1947.

THOUGHTS ON POVER

By NICHOLAS ROERICH.

| Pauperias, impulit audaz, Ut|the form of a knife Perhaps in our
‘ versum facerem. .. ... -essi

|
‘
.

> | day of decadenc le

| tary failures,

‘HOR;XCE says: “Poverty impe | the knife coin might be very signiti=
me to i ation.” | cant debtor would y to the
is astonishing when we recall | C Wait a bit, 1 shall return

i the| it you in knives.” Or “I have saved
| Tic did not| quite a number of knives for you’
| attract anyone’s & n. But as|How many misunderstandings would
| scoon as he wedded Signora Po\ertvl' : by reason uch knifely dis=

and entered upon his sp path,

he became the world saint whose |

name and image kindled and in ed |

myriads of hearts towards ach

ment.

the pa of fthe
istories of men ve alwa;
to the same unwave asser-

that wealth is not not
as the best means of achieve-
Sheikh Humayun at the birth

of his great son Akbar was so PO

th he could not give ore tha

tew grains of to hi

the customary gift distributed

such occasions.

The ban of Babylon were very

ric but history has not pre erved

their name Such names are use

less in the narrative of human

achievement so long as they did not

sponsor cultural wor The chro-

nicle of tne movements of humanity | THE WRITER

remains for the unprejudiced on- |

looker as something remarkable|cu sion at the various councils

according to its justi the League of Nations. But in
ntemporaries cr many lies | Chinese knife-mon there was also

stices, but time itself makes | maintained the traditional Chinese
some significant changes in accord- refinement. Tk form is

ance with the laws of existence. Con- beautiful. And the ring on

trary to these conte i these | handle indicates at they could

lawws bring into relief all progre ive | either be tied or strun to something

‘he abyss and could be carried about with one.

g illusory, acciden andl From our judiciary po f view,

tran ~ After all, history d | how many isapprehensions could

not forget, and sometimes after| such money create in the hands of

| whole centuries, will accord robber: ho would try to convince
justice to heart-felt human s one that those were penknives.

ds general bliss. But it is significant that the refined

of humanity in S| é of the ancients considered it

essence remains human in the to link the conception of a

sense of the word. Thought of gain“ g tary symbol precisel with &

1f-love, wrath, and cruelty alv 5| K For no one ha ever
in last in some shameful p a monetary s

and no gold can conceal either ignm‘-l d )
ance or ] fon. At the same| SeT¥e rec 'pose. True,
tin each creativeness, each co | upon later coins, ther images
structive striving remains unf reot- | of deities but th lied as
ten. B S ory, with muphing“ rmbols or as guardians of a certain
attention, unknown though it comes, | city or countr Who knows, . per=
never forgets to stress everything se haps to some of our contemporary
less. Although in its own way, eve bankers, the image cr a knife would
thing which strives towards the blis | be attractive and close.

of humanity is marked. The same humanity 1n

history gs us a multitude of the | some reboding tokers

most unexpected information which, | brings the correlation of sym-

when analyzed, make an unusual | knife, more than any

out of which much that is| ; cruel nbol, a pierclt

for the future can be|one al crude. Jut the monetars

drawn by everyone. sign all i conventionality is
not divine.

History has not forgotten to relate

| that even Confucius, ‘eat in his

Let remember the mo of peace and justi was so

| tional token of uman existence— | persecuted by his iporaries,

| the coin. In this question as well as that he had to keep ready a har ssed

|in many others the history of Chir | chariot and spent a great part of his

‘73(“{'()1.' s an unforgettable example. | life in forced srations. But history

| During  the Mo 1 of our| has re .d into the names of these

I(*xpedition in e 1'eginnsvig‘nn ecutors. But Confucius

of China we enccuntered an | not remained in memory,
unusually curious situation in mone- | not only has he 1 1 througl mill=
tary tokens. First of all we \r.,'er@](f‘niumsx but his name has become
warned by experienced pecple not to|even I ore strengthened in the con=-
ilver bai n though they |te 1y consciousness.
) vernment sea Bl < of secutions of cone
ide the silver bar, copper poraries and of the just evalua=
i . serted, We were fre followed would mean,

:{ill‘\"(—‘r 4 V»;m?hi”;‘) .:}'r }I)e tL‘Ul :@I1tj, fi ot allfito expgund the history of

} cvaluated qui'tc \diﬁ’efél;tlir(cs}) ‘etliu??cql . T ﬂ)le B

ioealition, I EhREs 2 ’1 | all teachings of tbc world, the history

2 ties. In one ty they preferred| of all creative striving. Already more
the coin with a head of Li Hung|than once, we have recalled that

Chang with six letters; in another| there should issued parallel with

g:;fm \\I,;Iéﬁ?mt(? g::l\lf b fAlet,iﬁ‘;l‘& the book “Martyrs for Science” also

b i e i S eminine | g ok “Martyrs for Art,” “Martyrs

»

movemse

d others did not wish to | for Creativeness “Martyrs for
Chinese moneys, demanding| Bliss”. Within recent times we were
an rupees, or old Mexican dollars. | to the fact that Edison during

As a climax we were offered asia session of one of the a ademies,
Char».ge some wooden sticks with| was called a charlatan for the invene
(tﬁle\q“mf with the statement that|tion of the phonograph.

PSELS Jer 8 - : . =
wer: SJ-;Z&ZC;\GIS Ythed.best\ pe(cj,ause the?r\[ i3 very same tqlk was _SL_lppIied

by  gambling houses. | eyen : cently the editions of

| Thus, above all the heads of Li Hung | some dignif % IS { 5
Chang the citizens suddenly p]acea‘ ’u*{]'o (\ = e £Cles 10 Somne
th e e e | very re .~l>u19r,}l and remarkable names.
: 1e little sticks of the It is instructive to observe how in

ng house o the Y i
gambling house, finding them of in-|gsubsequent editior these nomina=
disputable value. With all the diver-| g shame i .adicated

of Chinese monetary symbols,| Hj Tom L SoAl e s

TS ¢ Yy _ Symbols, | His \If began to set up its
the little sticks of the gambling house | indisputable ‘tion and the con-
! bnevertfneles; remained unsurpassed | \-ef" . iPNOT: b‘lt s 1g t £
in their originality. Satie Y orant judgments 2

Penetrating deeply into the hiq{orv‘\wmem)yj-”‘-m i bepam 1o dissolve In
of Chinz we m LG f‘ ih 'i‘ \I?ame_gl\'}nu pla to more fitting

% : = uly find all|denominations.

%ypes of l'uluous examples of mone- |
ary symbols, but after the contem- |
( porary little sticks of the gnmoem erous POver‘ry
house, the most startling perhaps and ==
the most significant form in e | In all manifestations of life we
money-knives of the Ju Dynasty, 715‘%consta\.nt1_\r‘ : this crystallization (?f
to 431 B. C. Among the ‘m,vnzd]ds Oflvzx]ues bro 1t nl;out by the cosmic
f curious monetary forms correspond- consciousness. I some reason Or
ing to various aspects of trade, we other, some sign and symbols become
not encountered anywhere else ybliterated, but others cross throqgh
L S€ | uinharmed and remain instructive
through all the pertur ations and
tempests. I ancient Chinese
for some r < the symbol
| of the monetary /ith the symbol

¢ a knife. And this symbol, time has

1ght us unblemished. So also

| untarnishe and vivid, time has
brought to us the 1mages oft St
5, St Jeresa and St. Sergius

and all those heroes * achievement
mighty in spirit, who having r nounced
all the conventionalities of an imper=
fect earthly life, strove towards true
values. And tl great poet, Horace,
was not on ashamed, but spoke
with great nity of significance
of poverty for his inspiration. And
the remarkable painter, Van Gogh
in sending to his cruel landlord his
cutt-off r instead of rent, seemed
to remind him of the r which
should know how to li If people
would only understand where are
the true values, truly needed by them,
where lives tha generous poverty

is richer than any riches!

Certainly no one would state that

trade is not needed. n the cone
each barter within the limits
e should be welcomed. There=
fore in our ‘ld League of Culture
included t participation of 1=
1 enterprise; only they should
rected along cultural paths. But
|one always ou ht to remark that the
| corner-stone does not belong to capital
land trade, as was so often signified
| during these day of perturbation.
| in true co-operation, upon Itural
lsltandards, labour. every trade
| and every production will only serve
| to enhance the Bea ul Garden.
|  In his “Nibelungen Ring”’, Wagner
oresents many cosmic moments. U |
forgettable also remair the sigmh»i‘
| cant dialogue of Wotan with Mime|
| in which Wotan pcrmiis Mime to us‘:q
| him three gquestions. Wotan nlies |
all questions bayond the i
I underworld cunning
s of Mime, but, wander
| Mime forgot to ask that v
| most nece y for him. Wotan
i hast wandered
1ds
arth, but

‘hich was so needed to thos
| did not ask. And now thou wilt be|
| mine.”” Has not humanity, i all s
errings and waverings, torgotten to
ask about, and to think of that w
was so indeferably 1 eded ?

The book E OF s
the dark forc the |
planet to su : i that no |
earthly d con-
ventional welfare. ] one can
pelieve that the earthly s andards of

sterday are applicable tomorrow
| Thus, humanity is again in need of
“undersi.anding the meaning of its
| short presence in an ear ly - state.
"Only by a basic definition of its

istence in a de condition and

e undeustdanding of the subtle and

r '1d, can o strengthen one’s

s must not think that
pectre of trade can even tem-

-arily afford a firm existence. Life
| has turned into trade; but which of
lthe teachers of life were traders ?
' You know the great symbol of the
driving of the money -lenders from out
of the temple; but is not earth itself
a temple? Is not Maha Meru the
foot of the summit of spirit? Thus
one can point out to the inhabitants

earth upon the destined peaks.

“Let us not forget that each
moment must belong to the New
World. The world of thought consti-
tutes the living link between the
subtle and the fie worlds; it enters
as the nearest impetus of the world
of fire. Thought does not exist wit-
hout fire, and f is being trans-
muied into creative th ught. The |
manifestat of thought is already |
realized. se shall be realized |
the great F l‘

s same H0 reminds us: |
“Peory affirm that before a war
calamity, forest fires and other con- |

1tions take place. It does not |
matter whether these always i, |
i ignificant that the people’s |

fiery tension before |

The isdom of |

fire a remarkable |

|

|

| to
| thou

element was
court. The annihila-
e throug
manifestation of misl
llowed by burning. Lik
entire trend of
1er) paths.
oil-lamps and
torches menifes
Solemn is the fier
ople’s underst: nd
not
pe

tism, but has v :

thought about improvement do
pertain to o1 >1f;  such

carries. in itself the nec

needed for many kindlings

heart. / fire, brought into qu

fille with combustible substance
will alway gnite, thu the fiery
thought pierce ace and will
inevitably attract i the ot
ioning hearts.— yan Sivam
Sundaram.




