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Prayer - from Himavat - (September 1950)

DERSHAVIN'S FAMOUS OD? -

Nicholas Rosrich, "TO - GOD", (written 150 years ago)

"This poem has been translated into scores of foreign languages™
N.R.

0 thou Eternal One! Whose presence bright
All space doth occupy, all motion guide;
- .Unchanged thru time's all-devastating flight;
Thou only God! There is no God besidel
Being above all being! Mighty Oned
Whom none can comprehend, and none explore;
Who fili'st existence with Thyself alone;
- Embraeing all, supporting, ruling o'er;
Being whom we call God - and know no morel
In its sublime research, philosophy
May measure out the ocean deep, may count
The sands or the sun's rays - but God! for Thee
There is no weight nor measure! none can mount
Up to Thy mysteries, reason's brightest spark
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain weould try
To trace Thy counsels, infinite and dark;
And thought is lost ere thought can soar so highj
Eten like past moments in eternity. :
Thou from primeval nothingness didst call
First chaos, then existence; Lord, in Thee.
Eternity had its foundation; all :
Sprang forth from Thee - of Light, Joy, Harmony,
Sole origin, all life, all Beauty, thine
Thy word created all, and doth create;
Thy splendour fills all space with rays divine.
Thou art, and wert, and shall be! Glorious, Great,
Light-giving, life-sustaining Potentate !
Thy chains the unmeasured universe surrounds,
Upheld by Thee, by thee inspired with breath,
- Thou the beginning with the end hast bound,
- And beautifully mingled Life with Death!
As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze,
And as the spangles in the sunny rays
Shine round the silver snow, the,pageantry
Of Heaven's bright army glitters in Thy Praise.
A million torches lighted by Thy hand,
Wander unwearied thru the blue Abyss}
They own Thy Power, accompliShed Thy Command
All gay with life, all eloguent with bliss,




ke o

What shall we call them? Pyres or erystal light,
A glorious company of golden streams,
Lamps of celestial ether, burning bright,
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams?
But Thou to these art as the moon tonight.
(Yeal) Yes! as.a drop of water in the sea,
All this magnificence in Thee is lost =
What are ten thousand words compared to Thee?
What am I, then? Heaven's unnumbered host,
Tho! multiplied by myriads, and arrayed
Tn all the glory of sublimest thought,

 Is but an atom in the balance weighed
Against Thy greatness - is a cipher brought
Against Infinity ! What am I, then = naught
Even to the eternal throne of Thy divinity
I am, O God ! and surely Thou must be !
Thou art directing, guiding all, Thou arti
Direct my understanding, then to Thee;
Control my spirit, guide my wandering heart;
Tho! but an atom midst immensity,
- Still T am something fashioned by Thy handj
I hold a middle rank 'twixt Heaven and Earth,
On the last verge of mortal being stand

Close to realm where angels have their birth,
Just on the boundary of the spirit land!

The chain of Being is complete in me;

In me is matter's last gradation lost,

And the next step is Spirit - Deity !

1 can command the lightning, and am dust!

A monarch and a slave; a worm, a God !

Whence came T here, and how? So marvellously
Thy light, Thy love, in their bright plenitude,
Filled me with an Immortal Soul, to spring
Over the abyss of Death, and bade it wear

The garment of eternal day, and wing

Tts heavenly flight beyond the 1ittle sphere,
Even to its source, to Thee, its author there.
0 thought ineffablet O vision blest,

‘Though worthless our conception all of thee
Yet shall Thy shadowed image fill our breast,
And waft its homage to Thy Deity.

God! Thus,alone~my lowly thoughts can soarj
Thus seek Thy Presence - Being, wise and good;
Midst Thy vast works admire, obey, adore }
And when the tongue is eloquent no more,

The Soul shall speak in tears of gratitude.

(Amen - )




Prayer = from Himavat - (September 1950)

DERSHAVIN'S FAMOUS ODE -

Nicholas Roerich. "TO GOD", (written 150 years ago)

"This poem has been translated intd scores of foreign languages"
N.R.

0 thou Eternal One! Whose presence bright

All space doth occupy, all motion guide;
Unchanged thru time's.all-devastating flight;
Thou only God! There is no God besidel :
Belng above all being! Mighty One!

Whom none ecan comprehend, and none explore;}

Who fill'st existence with Thyself alone;
Embracing all, supporting, ruling o'er;

Being whom we call God - and know no morel

In its sublime research, philosophy

May measure out the ocean deep, may count ‘
The sands or the sun's rays - but God! for Thee
There is no weight nor measure! none can mount
Up to Thy mysteries, reason's brightest spark
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain would try
To trace Thy,counsels,~infinite and dark;

And thought is lost ere thought can soar so high;
E'en like past moments in eternity.

Thou from primeval nothingness didst eall °
First chaos, then existencej Lord, in Thee.
Eternity had its foundationj; all

Sprang forth from Thee - of Light, Joy, Harmony,
Sole origin, all life, all Beauty, thine

Thy word created all, and doth create;

Thy splendour fills all space with rays divine.
Thou art, and wert, and shall be! Glorious, Great,
Light-giving, life-sustaining Potentate !

Thy chains the unmeasured universe surrounds,
Upheld by Thee, by thee inspired with breath,
Thou the beginning with the end hast bound,

And beautifully mingled Life with Deathl

As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze,
And as the spangles in the sunny rays

Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry

Of Heaven's bright army glitters in Thy Praise.
‘A million torches lighted by Thy hand,

Wander unwearied thru the blue Abyss!

They own Thy Power, accomplished Thy Command
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss,




What shall we call them? Pyres or erystal light,
A glorious company of golden streams,
Lawmps of celestial ether, burning bright,

Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams?
But Thou to these art as the moon tonight.
_(Yeal) Yes! as a drop of water in the sea,
A1l this magnificence in Thee is lost =
What are ten thousand words compared 1O Thee?
What am I, then? fleaven' s unnumbered host,
Tho! multiplied by myriads, and arrayed
Tn all the glory of sublimest thought,
Is but an atom in the balance weighed
Agdinst Thy greatness = ig a cipher brouant
Against Infinity ! What ax 15 then = naught
Even to the eternal throne of Ihy divinity v
I am, O God ! and surely Thou must be !
Thou art directing, guiding all, Thou artd
Direct my understanding, then to Thee}
Control my spirit, guide my wandering heartj
Tho'! but an atom midst imnensity,

- Still I am something fashioned by Thy hand}
I held a middle rank 'twixt Heaven and Earth,
On the last verge of mortal being stand

lose to realm where angels have their birth,
Just on the boundary of the epirit landl
The chain of Being is complete in mej
In me is matter's last gradation lost,
And the next step is Spirit - Deity :
I can command the lightning, and am dust!
A monarch and a slave; a worm, a God !
Whence came I here, and how? 5o marvellously
Thy light, Thy love, in their bright plenitude,
Filled me with an Immortal Soul, to spring
Over the abyss of Death, and bade it wear :
The garment of eternal day, and wing

Its heavenly flight beyond the little sphere,
Even to its source, to Thee, its author there.
0 thought ineffable! © wvision blest,
Though worthless our conception all of thee
Yet shall Thy shadowed image fill our breast,
And waft its homage to Thy Deity.
God! Thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar;
Thus seek Thy Presence - Being, wise and goodj
Midst Thy vast works admire, obey, adore |
And when the tongue is eloquent no more,
The Soul shall speak in tears of gratitude.

(Amen - )
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From "HIMAVAT"
(Nicholas Roerich)

TOLSTOY!S PARABLE OF
"THE THREE OLD HERMITS™

8 Opn an island there lived three old hermits
They were so simple that the only prayer
' which they used was:
"We are three - You are three ~ have mercy upon usi™.
And great miracles were manifested during this simple
prayer -

The local Bishop came to hear about these hermits
and this inadmissible prayer, and decided to visit

and to teach them the canonical prayers. He arrived
_on the island, told the Hermits that their prayer was
undignified and taught them many of the customary ones.
Then the Bishop left on a boat.  And he sees that
across the sea there follows the boat a radiant light -
As this light approached, he discerned the three hermits
who were holding their hands, and were running upon
the waves hastening to catch the boat. When theyil.
had approached, they asked the Bishop:

"We have forgotten the prayers you taught us,

and have hastened to ask you to repeat them.

"When the Bishop saw this miracle, he said to the hermits~
"Continue to live,with your old prayer.'"




From "HIMAVAT"
(Nicholas Roerich)

TOLSIOY'S = PARAELE OF
WTHE THREE _OLD HERMITS"

" On an island there lived three old hermits
They were so simple that the only prayer
“which they used was: .
mie are three =~ You are three - have mercy upon us!"™.
And great miracles were menifested during this simple

prayer = :

The loecal Bishop came to hear about these hermits

and this inadmissible prayer, and decided to visit

and to teach them the canonical prayers.  He arrived

on the island, told the Hermits that their prayer was
undignified and taught them many of the customary ones.

hen the -Bishop left on a boat. And he sees that
across the sea there follows the hoat a radiant light -
As this light approached, hs discerned the three hermits
who were helding their hands, and were running upon

the waves hastening to catch the boat. When theyy

had approached, they asked the Bishop:
‘"We have forgotten the prayers you taught us,

and have hastened to ask you to repeet them.

"ihen the Bishop saw this miracle, he said to the hermits:
"Continue to liye with your c¢ld prayer."
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0 Tw,uUpocTPAHCTBOM (83KOoHeUHWH,
FTusnit B ABUKEHBW BEMECTBA
TeueHheM BpeMEHU npeaqunﬁ
Bes nmi,B Tpex nmiuax Bowxecrsa.
Iyx, Bcoay cymuii m epuHwii,

KoMy HeT MecTa u TNpWYNHH,
Kore HWKTO nOCTHYh HE MAr,
Hro Bce Cofini HANONHAALT,
Q6euner, 3uxaeT, COXpaHASLT,
Horo uMn Haswsaem - bor!

ViamepuThr oOKeaH rayGoxui,
CouecTh NECKW, NYUU MIAHAET,
Y¥ora v mor 6w yM BHCOKWI,
TeGe uwcna W MEpDW HOT.
He MOrVT jAyXW MPOCBOMEHHH,
Or cmera TBOGro poxfeHHwW,
iacneneBars cyned Tmoux;
Jiwmp MHcAbh K TeGe B3HECTWCH Jiep3aeT,
B Tsoem BeAMUBU UCUE3A6T,
Kak B BeUHOCTW mnpomexnmuil mmr,

Xaoca GNTHOCTh [OBPEMEHHY
I3 6e3nd Tw BEUHOCTM BO33Bal,
A BEUHOCTH,NDEXAS BEeK DPOXASHHY,
B Nede Camom Tw ocHoBAN,
Ce6a CoGon coeTABNAA,
Caobeow u3 Cefa cuadA,
Tw cBeT,0THYyIA CBET WCTOK,
Coanasuﬁ BCO eWHHM CNOBOM,
B TBOpeHbW NPOCTHPAACH HOBOM,
Tu 6wn, Tw ech, Tw Gynemp BBEX.

Tu 1neup cymecTB® B Cefa BMemaeNs,
Fe copepxumb W XVBUllb,
HoHell ¢ HAYANOM COUPATraemb
Ul cvepTui XWBOT NADWIE.
Hak uGKpPH CHINKNTCA, CTDEMATCA,
Tak condnw or TeGA pPOJATCA;
Kax B Mpasuuii,acHwil geHp anmok
[INAWHEY WHEA CBOPHANT
Bpararcsa, 3WONOTCA, CHAKT,
Tax 3Be31W B G@3jHAX Noj TG0,

CBOTUND BO3HEHHHX MUINUOHH
B HeW3MEpPUMOCTW TEKYT;
TBOWM OHY TBODAT 34KOHH,
Jlyuw XWBOTBODAMWA NHUT.
Ho OorHeHHHW CUV naMmanwd,
Vinh POAHWX KpucTaneit rpomanw,
Jinp BONH BAATHX KUNANUNA COHM,
Vnu ropamue adups,
Winp BKyne BCE CBETAMN MUPH-
Mlepen ToGow, KaK HOWb MpEA AHEM.




4.

Hax xamnA B MOpe ONymMeHHA,
Bea Teepab nepen ToGoll cusa;
Ho uto wmHoft 3pumas BceneHHAT?
M uro npey Tobow A7
B BO3AymHOM OKeaHe OHOM
MupH yMHORE MUATHOHOM
CTOKpAT APYrux MUpPOB,u TO,
Horja pep3sdy cpaBHuTh ¢ To6on,
Jinmp GyneT TOUKOKW OLHOL,

A 7 uepen Toloi#t - uuure,

Huuro) - Ho Ty BO MHE CWAGND
BenvuecTBoM TBOWX ARGDPOT,
Bo uMHe Cefa uznbpamaens,
Kax condne B Manoil xamnne Boj.
.Huuro. - Ho xus3db A omyman,
HeCHTHHM HOKAKWM NeTan
Beerja napeHbeM B BHCOTH,
Te6A ayma MOA OWTh vaerT,
BHUKAGT,MHCANUT, DA3CYXAAET:
fl ecMP - KOHEUHO @chb W TW,

Ty ech! ~ IlpupoAw UUH BemAET,
I'nacuT M08 MHE cepjale TO,

Mewa moji pasyuM yBepHAeT:

1y @Ch-M A YX HE HUUTO,

acTuia 1Henoil A BceneHHoi,
IncTaBNEH, MEWTCA, MH®, B NIOUT@HHOH
Cpeanuse ecrecTsa A TOi,

I'ne xoHuun TBapeli Tw TeNECHHX,
I'me Havyal TH AyX0B HeGeCHHX

Jl menb cCymecTB cBA3aN BceX MHOI,

fl ¢BA3h MUWUDPOR NOBCHAY CYMUX,
q xpaltus cremeuh BemMACTEA,
fl epenoToune MUBYNUX,
Yepra HauanbHa BoxecTma.
f1 TeneM B Npaxe ucTiIeBaw,
YoM rpoMaM [10BeneBan,
fl uap6 -a paG, A uepb- A Bor:
Ho Gyayum A CTOAR UYyJAeCeH,
Orxone mpoucmen? - 6@3BECTeH,
A cam coGoit A OuTh He wor,

Tsoe co3nasbe A, Co3paTenb.
TBoei# npeMyApOCTH & TBADh,
VieTouHuk xu3Hu, O6nar [lojarens,
Jlyma aymu uMoeit m uHaph.
Teoeill To npaBie HYXHO OWiIO,
Yro6 cMepPTHY Oe@34HYy MpPexXonuis
Moe Ge3cuepTHO OHTUE,
Yro6 Ayx Mo B CMEPTHOCTh O6NAUNICA
71 yTe6 yepes CMEDPTH A BO3BpATHACH,
Oreu! B GescuepTne Troe.




Houz'acunuwii! HenocTumauii.
fl 3gamw,, uTo aAyuu Moel
BonoGpaxeHud 6e3CUNbHH
11 Teuu HauapTaTh TrNA,;
Ho ecnu ¢naBOCHOBUTh NANVHO,
Tn cnabuM caafvM CMEDPTHHM HEBO3MONHO
TeA HNYEM WHWM MOUTUTH, :
Kax um x Tefe nump BO3BHNATHCA,
B GeacmepTHO# pas3HneTU TepPAThCA
/I 6naroaapi~ ca83W AUTh,

1/ Ona "Bor" HeCKONhKR HANOMMHART MOJRGHWA CTWXOTRBODAHNA, CVIE-
CTBOBABINA TOrjaa B uwHocTpadHnd, ocofewun B Hemankn# aureparype,Ho,
nn wvHedun I, TnoTa, MOWAT 6wTh HABRAHA BUONHE OPUIMHANBHWM CO3gha-
wuaM JapKABUHA, W ONHO W3 CTHXOTBOpeHuS moneGHAre peaa He npec-
naBunoch Tax,kak Ona JlepkaBuHA; OHA MAAVYNAA BCEMUPHVO W3BECT-
HOCTh ¥ OWNA N@DeBeJeHA HA A3WKU: HeMelxui, dpariy3ckKuil,adraulicku
uranbAHCKUM, ucuaHCKui, noabcKuil, YGNCKWHA, NATHHCKUHE W ANNHCKHI.
Jep®aBUH HAYAN nuUcaTh ATy OAy eme B 1780 reopv,n0 BO3BRDAKEHUU OT
3ayrpesu Cmaernaro Xpucrora BockpeceduA. BecHow 1724 roja oH
ocTaBUN CHYXOY,vexan B HapBy W TAM jonucan aTe CTHXOTBODE&HUE.




BOI‘. 1/ °

O Tu,nmpocTpaHCTBOM O€3KOHEUHHI,
Fapuk B IBUXEHBY BeleCTBa
TeueEbEM BpEMEHH npeseunaﬁ

Bes nuiu,B Tpex nmnax BomecTsal
Iyx, Bekny cymuii M emuEHHIl,

HoMy HeT MecTa ¥ MDUYKEH,

Horo EHXTO NOCTHYD HE MOT,

Hro Bce Colon HamonHReT,
06'emner, suEEeT, COXPaHAeT,
Horo ME HasHBaem - Bor!

VamepuTs OKeaH rayCoKumi,
CouecTh MeCHH, JYUM MIAHET,
XoTAa u Mor OH yM BHCORWI,
Te6e umcne U MEpH HeT!
He MOryTr mnyxu npoCBemeHEH,
Or ceeTa TBoero pomieHEHH,
ViscnenoBaTh c%ped TBonx;
Jmup MHCAR R tefe B3HECTHUCH Jepa3aerT,
B TBoem Benuubyu mcuesaer,
Hak B BEeUHOCTH NpomWenmuii Mur,

Xaoca GHTHOCTE HOBpPEMEHHY
Wz Geapr Tu BeuHoCTH BO33BAN,
A BeuHOCTH,npexne BEK PORNEHHY,
B Ce6e Camom Tu ocHoBal,
Ce6a CoGon cocraBnas,
CoGow us Ce6a cuas,
Ta cBeT,0TEyna CBET MCTEK,
Cosnasufi mee eNMHHM CIOBOM,
B TBOpeHbM mpoeTHpaAChH HOBOM,
Ta Oun, Tu ecs, Tu Gynems Bnex!

_Tu nens cymecTs B Ce6a BMemaems,
Le comepwumb ¥ ®WBMmB,
HoHen ¢ HauanoMm comparaems
Jl cMepTHIO RMBOT papUmBb.
Hakx uCRpH CHIINTCA,CTPEMATCH,
Tar connun ot Te6a poraTcA;
Har B MpasHuil,acHRE pems smvol
IRAVHET MHEA CBepHAOT
%gaTaTCH, 3H6INTCA, CUANT,
K 3Be3fiH B GesgHax mox Toloii,

CBeTHNb BOSHEHHHX MUIJMOHH
B Hemamepmmoc TH TERYT;
TBOM OHM TBODAT 34KOHH,
Jdyun muBoTBODAmM NBKT,
Ho orHemHm cum JaMranH,
Wnp DRAHHX Hpucraneit FpOMAZH,
b BOIH 3N&THX RANAIME COHM,
Vinu ropamue 3MpH,
Ynp BRYme Bce cmeTamm MUDH =
Mlepen 00ofi, Hax Homp nper rnHem,




Hax wamns B MOpe ONymeHHa,
Bea TeBepup mepen ToGow cma;
Ho uTo MHo# spummas BcemeHHA?
I uro npeny ToGow A7
B BO3ZYmMHOM OKeaHe OHOM
MupH yMHOMXE MUINMOHOM
CroxpaT Apyrmx MUpOB, M TQ,
Horpa pmepsHy cpaBeEuTh ¢ ToOon,
Jump 6ymeT TOUKOWL OXHOW,
A 7 mepen ToGoft - HmMuTO,

Huuro? - Ho Tu BO MHe cmAems
BennuecTBomM TBomx no6porT,
Bo une Ce6a msoGpamaems,
Hax connme B MaJoll HaIie BOJ.
Hugrol - Ho mms3Hp A omyman,
HeCHTHHM HeXaruM xeTan
Beerpa napeHpeM B BHCOTH;
Te6a nyme Mos GHTH uaer,
BHuKaeT,MHCANT, pa3CyRuaeT:
fl ecMp - KOHeWHO ech M TH,

Tu ecn?-Ilpupogu umH BemaeT,
Pmacur Moe Mue cepgpue To,
Mena moifi pasym ysepaer:
Ta ecb-u A yX He HuuTO!
YacTuua nenoit A BceaeHHo#,
loc TaBneH,MENTCA,MHE , B MOUTEHHOI
CpemmHe ecTecTBa A TOf,

I'me moHumn rBapeit Tu TemecHux,
Fne Hawan TH AyXoB HeGeCHHX
Wl uens» cymecTB cBAsan Bcex MHOI,

fl cBA3s uMpOB noBCHAY Cymux,
fl ®pailHa cTemeHs BemecTsa,
fl epenoToune muBymux,
Yepra HavanbHa DomecTsa.
1 Tenom B mpaxe mcrtaesan,
JMOM r'poMaMm mOBenesan,
fl uaps -a pa6, a uepsb- a Bor!?
Ho Gymyunm a cTom uypeces,
Orrone npoucmes ? -GessecTeH,
A cau coboit A 6uHTs He mor,

Teoe cospanre a, CosgaTens!
TBoeii mpeMynpocTH A TBaph)
Vorounur musum, Gaar logaTens,
%gma Aymnm Moeit m uapm!
oe#l To mpasge Hy®HO Guno,
706 cMepTHy 6e3jgHy NpPSXOLUIO
Moe GescuepTHO GHTHE,
Jro6 gyx Mo#f B cMepTHOCTH oSmaumica
Jl uro0 uepes cmepTs A BO3BpaTHICH,
Orenl! B Gescmeprme Tsoe!




Hems'acummuiil HemocTumuuii}
fl sHaw, uTo gymm moeil
BooGpameEuA 0e3CUIBHH
VI renm HaueprarTs TBoeii;
Ho ecam cnaBoCaoBHTH HOJMKHO,
To cnaGuM caalHM CMEDPTHHM HEBO3MOKHO
Te6A HMuYEM WHHM NOUTHTH,
Hag uM x TeGe nump BO3BHHATHCH,
B GescuepTHOli pasHOCTM TepATHCA
VI 6narofapHH ClIe3H JMThH.

1/ Ona "Bor" HeCKONBRO HANOMMHAET MOJOCHHA CTHXOTBOpPEHUA,CylLe =
CTBOBABNNA TOrJa B HHOCTDAHHOK, 0COGEHHO B HeMEeUHO JHTEpaType,Ho,
no muexno A.I'pora, MomeT GHTH HasBAHA BHONHE OpPHTMHATIbEHM cosna-
Hnem llepmaBuna. Hu ogHo mn3s CTUXOTBOPeHHut monobHaro poje He HPOCHABH=-
0CL TaK,Kax ofa llepmaBmHa; OHa MOAYUMIa BCEMUDHYD M3BECTHOCTH X
OHiia NMepeBefieHs Ha A3HKMAS HeMeRuil , hpaHy 3C Kuit , aHr NUiAC RMft , HTAI D AH~
CKuit, MCTIAHCKMI,NONBCKYY, yemMCKNit, NaTHHCKMI ANOHCHHI, [lepKaBuH
Hawan nmcaTh STy ofy eme B 1780 romy,no BO3BpameHMM OT 3ayTpeHH CBer
aaro Xpmerosa Bocrpecenua, BecHomn 1%é4 roje OH OCTaBHI CaAy#Oy,yexaln

B HapBy u TaMm Jommeay 3To CTUXOTBOPDEHUE




