SHANTI

By Nicholas Roerich,
Vision, a true Vision, leads
us to mutual understanding, to
goodwill, creative labours and
ultimately to Peace. We have
to express our hearty gratitude
to all who affirm Peace, We

have to send our best thoughts

to everyone who in spite of .

difficulties invokes the great
conception of Culture and stri-
ves to better future fur humanity,
The betterment and adornment
of life is realizad not through
abstractions» but right here, on
the suffering earth. amidst the

e e —

turmoil and whirlwind of threa-
tening events- Vision» a pure
vision, healps humanity on this
thorny path,

People talk especially about
Peace when they are afraid of
war- There are ditferent kinds
of wars = internal and external,
visible and invisible. Which of
them are more horrible remains
to ba seen. Peace! - in this one
word is expressed the whole
‘"To live in

essence of life-
peace means never to raige arms

against each other™’ - this com-
mandment was given in all lan-
guagss» at all ages.

The human heart wauts a real
peace. It strives to labour —
creatively and a-tively- It wants
to love and expand in the real-
ization of Sublime Beauty. In
the highest perception of Beauty
and Knowledge all conventionaj
divsions disappear. The heart
speaks its own language’ it
wants to rejoice at that which is
common for all, vplifts all» and
leads to the radiant Future:

To the Temple 6f Peace ail the
best thoughts of humanity should
be directed ' Beautiful rays of
hope illumine mutual under-
standing In all languages, in va-
rious symbols» in exalted pray-
ers the same thought is mani-
fested as the most sacred one, 6s
the most ~pposing to evil: And
evil - this fruit of ignorances
finally shall wither before the
great image of Peace-

We shall cement space with
our imperative callsfor peace
and th s penetrating call shall
¢pan all precipices of old preju-
dices- Waile everything about
war and hostility is proncunced
with everted eyes: each word of
peace is proclaimed with a strai-
ghtforward glance and uplifted
countenance: In the sacred con-
ception of peace we are creat.
ing the high censtructive enthu-
siasm and everything construct-
ive and everything of enthu-
siasm is the basis of coming evo=
lution- From the all — unitying
ficlds of art and knowledge per-
mit me to express my best .wish_
es that the idea of peace should
flower and shall bloom as a beau-
tiful tree,-yielding its shade to
all peaceful travellers and crea-
tive workers-

Blessed is India where every-
where are towering benevolent
Ashrams of On . the
quiet shores of sacred rivers and

Peace:

lakes from ancient times resovnd
prayers tor Shanti — Peace. We
should be grateful that" thesa
holy Ashrams existy and that
they salurate space with blissful
thoughts:
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