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THE GREAT NOVGOROD

By NICHOLAS ROERICH

Let us grant that our North is
poorer than other lands. Let us
grant that its ancient image has
vapished. Let us grant that in
general very little is known of its
true character. But, the tales of
the North are found enchanting.
The winds of the North are vigo-
rous and joyous. The lakes of the
North are dreamy; full of reverie
are its rivers. The dark forests

exhale wisdom. Its green hills have
witnessed the passing of many a

century. Its grey stones are full of
miracles. Even the Varangians come
from the North. We are ever quo-
ting beautiful ancient Russia.

“What rough habits they have!”
records Nikons’ ancient Ghronicle
about the inhabitants of Novgorod.

Princes were afraid to go and
rule the vigorous and restless Ill-
menians.

But Marfa Posadnitza prophe-
sied well: Great Novgorod has be-
come one of the most inconspicuous,
the most silent, of the Russian
towns.

It has become secluded.

It has lost its former aspect.
Nobody now can imagine how the
once mighty, picturesque and busy
Hanseatic city extended many miles
out to the Yurievsky Monastery,
to Nereditza, to Liadki. Nobody

now can realize that the bare hills
and hollows—the present environs
of Novgorod—were once the vital
habitations of the city.

It is even difficult to imagine
that the inhabitants of Novgorod
in the past, dominated practically
all Pomorya upto the Arctic Ocean
and along the rivers of Pechora
and Vym, and the high impenetr-
able mountains in the country
named Siberia along the great river
Ob to the mouth of the white river,
haunts of wild animals and sables.

It is hard to understand how
those Novgoroders came to the
Caspian Sea and the Sea of Venice.

Unimaginably broad was the
¢rasp of the “ youth” of Novgorod.
The youthful free man perpetually
aspired and dared. The success of
the free men was the success of the
big city. If they failed, the elders
did not mind, since it was a venture
of “youth.” How wise!

Wherever there was something
worth-while—the Novgoroders
were there. From everywhere they
bore all that was worthy into the
treasury of Novgorod ; kept, hid it
carefully.

It is possible that these treas-
ures are lying buried for us there.

In the very Novgorod—in each
hillock, mound and hollow—gleam




traces of an incalculably distant,
vast existence.

Its black earth is saturated with
charcoal, chips of pottery, bits of
stone and brick of all ages, chips of
tile and all sorts of metallic frag-
ments.

Walking along its streets and
alleys, one can pick up under foot
pieces of broken glass of the teath
or twelfth centuries, bits of old
Venetian smalt beds; here a coin,
a piece of a small cross; there frag-
ments of lead seals.

While looking observingly at
the rich layers of the past epochs
it seems that the statement of
V. Peredolsky is not exaggerated
when he savs that the inhabited
strata of the soil of Novgorod is
over seven sajens (forty-nine feet)
deep.

You feel you walk here on an
ageless grave-yard, an ancient in-
habited spot, sacred, but super-
fluous to life.

Any contemporary life upon
suchasacred Kurgan—tomb —seems
out of place and very likely Great
Novgorod, not without reason, is
sunken in the sound sleep of time.

It is time to turn again seriously
to old Novgorod.

{ love the region of Novgorod.
I love all its hidden aspects. Every-
thing that lies there is ready for us-

Why is it necessary to travel
distant parts, to search the distant
deserts, when right here in our own
soil are buried such worlds of
treasure ? The province of Novgo-
rod bas experienced everything.

Past is its walor, past is its
culture, past is its confidence. Un-
discovered stretches of treasure, it
is actually difficult to choose where
to begin.

We have such many-sided
proofs. But from which shall we
proceed ? Investigation of churches,
exploration of old buildings, or
excavation of cities, and the most
ancient remains beneath them.

The most stirring to our im-
agination is the authentic view of
old churches and excavation of
ancient ruins, where each stroke of
the shovel may reveal a magni-
ficent discovery.

The Rurik site, the place of the
oldest settlement, where in later
times the ruling princes were
accustomed to live with their famil-
ies, is full of potential discoveries.
In the gardens along the shore, one
often discovers the most varied
objects from the most recent to
the stone age, inclusive.

One senses how after vast
settlements of the stone age in the
lower region of Kolomtzy, at the
mouth of the Volhov river in the
Ilmen, the life expanded towards
more elevated regions thrcugh
Gorodistche, Nereditza, Liadka—
to Novgorod proper.

In the regions of Goroddistche
are likely to be discovered the
remains of the princely terems
foundations of churches, of which
only one remains—the one built by
Mstislav Vladimirovich.

What illuminating tablets of
the strata of life might not be
excavated from such an ancient
place!

Bésides the Gorodistche sec-
tion, a number of suburban sites
vie with each other concerning the
importance of their ancient his-
tory.

Kolomotzy, where Peredolsky
obtained a great many of his objects
of the stone age, Liadka, Lipna,




Nereditza, Seltzo, Rakom (where
Yaroslav had his palace), Migra,
Zverintzi, Viajishtchi, Radiatina,

Kolopgorodok Sokol mountain, Vo-
lotova, Lisitchia Mountain, Kova-
levo, and many other sites and
cemeteries await their explorer.

But the chronicled and legen-
dary places are not the only ones
filled with their hidden treasures.

First of all, the city itself is
filled with them. Even if we do
not know what filled the deserted
hillocks through which human
habitations formerly extended, yet
in the boundaries of the existing
city. are known many places which
must have left their traces.

The court of Yaroslav (1030),
The court of Petratino, Nmetzki
court, Pluskowsky court, Gotzki
court, the Prince’s court, the Gri-
dnitza Piteinaya, Kleimanya Seny,
the courts of Posadnik and Tysia-
tizky, the grand passage, the court
house, the chapels of the foreign
believers, Granaries of lords and
princes, and finally the courts of
wealthy boyars and burghers—all
these places noted by historians
could not disappear without a trace.

In the foundations of all these
places still lie the pre-historic
strata of life.

This is all unexplored.

Strange to say, even the Deti-
netz of Novgorod is unexplored
with the exception of a few local
excavations.

However, Detinetz is very note-
worthy. [ts present appearance
means nothing. It has been greatly
changed.

But we should bear in mind
that Detinetz is an ancient place as
is its square, and on the Lord’s side

St. Sophia which witnessed too
much.

We have records as early as
1044 that Detinetz was built of
stone. The South-west part was
built by prince Yaroslav; the
North-east, by his son Vladimir
Yaroslavich. They were princes of
great culture!

Undoubtedly they left some
worthy treasures.

We were going to Kolometz
towards Ilmen:

From the direction of Yurievs
Hermittage blew a * rolling wind .
The waves lashed against the side
of the boat. A wave broke over-
board, and flooded the boat.

The municipal boat was shak-
ing. We beckoned to a large fish-
ing craft. Thus we sailed down to
Kolometz.

An old fisherman held  the
rudder. His daughter manipulated
the sails. In her copper-coloured
face glittered white teeth.

We asked her ‘‘How old are
you?”

“How do I know that ?”’

“How is it you don’t know?
Think it over! Remember!”’

“Don’t know. May be over
twenty.”’

And there sat the hardy fisher-
man. Such people die, but have no
ailments.

At Kolometz, the old man
hurried us back. ‘‘'Listen to me;
I'll leave you. The boat shakes too
much.”’

We hurried. We got in at the
stern of the fisherman’s sail-boat,
while the cityboat with its oarsmen
could not get away from shore.

Three oarsmen could not
move it.




“Shall we help you? Sit
down!” and the sturdy girl of Nov-
gorod waded through the deep
water.

She took hold of the boat, and
with all its oarsmen easily pushed
it into the deeo water. She got
out of the water into the stern.

A real Marfa Possadnitza.

Next to her, on the poop of
the boat sat her father, a sturdy
man with an aquiline nose, sharp,
deep-set eyes, thin lips and beard
in two curly tufts. And thus he
looked sharply at the waves, trying
to conquer and chastise them.

A real [van the Terrible.

Marfa Possadnitza! Ivan the
Terrible! Everything became con-
fusing. The meeting with primi-
tive fishermen was evidently neces-
sary for our impression.

Such folks still live along the
lakes. They seld om go to the
towns. Like the soil, thus they
know how to guard the words of
ancient times. As with the soil—
it is difficult to know when and
where to begin with these people.

All is untouched. Everywhere
the luring ways of creation. Every-
where rich discoveries.

After us will come others. They
will find new ways, new approaches.
But no one can say that we sear-

ched in empty places.
while to work.

It is worth-

It is not in distant deserts nor
behind tall mountains that all is
rich in discov:ries, that everything
awaits the hands which al] gather
them, that everything needs help.
No, it is right here within our

+

reach, only three or four hours
from the centre of the country.
And the poor men in this case is
not some unknown tramp ; no, it is
himself—Novgorod the Great:

Lately it has become the fash-
ion to talk about antiquity. Every-
one seems interested in it. During
the past two years three societies
of the lovers of antiquity have been
founded; the museum of old Peters-
burg, the Pre-Petrian Museum of
Art and Folklore, and the society
for safeguarding the monuments of
antiquity, whose first and excellent
task it was admirably to restore
and maintain the historical village
of Grusino.

So much is being written at
present about antiquity that we,
who inaugurated this movement,
are actually frightened.

Perhaps this has become merely
a fad. Simply an accidental, quickly
passing fashion? or is it the result
of cultural development ?

Only the future can give us the
true verdict. Only the future will
disclose the ultimate motives of
those who are now preoccupied
with antiquity.

Empty, unnecessary talk is one
thing; an entirely different matter
is that which requires knowledge,
effort, outlay and love.

Let us hope that our society
has approved antiquity in the disse-
ction of sincerity and enthusiasm,
of a vital study of the past in order
to build a more beautiful future.

We learn to believe that :

“Those who are unaware of

their past are incapable of planning
their future”,
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Let us grant that our North is poorer than other lands. . Let us grant

that its ancient image has vanished, Let us grant that in general very little
is known of its true character. Yet, the tales of the North are profound and
enchanting, The winds-of the North are vigorous and joyous. The lakes of the
North are dreamy, full of reverie amd are its rivers, The dark forests exhale
wisdom, Its green hills have witnessed the passing of many & century. Its
gray stones are full of miracles. Even ¥he Varenglans come from the North.

We are ever quoting beautiful aneiént Russia.

Many years have gone by just in dreaming and discussing the proposed
excavations in Kiev and Novgorods The few lovers of antiquity were compelled
to disquieten others and become angry themselves, Once more we were i
by our skeptics, and there are many of them in our country, place us in
quandary particularly &s far as art and the sciences are concerned. The mask
of profound skeptieism serves its purpose well in many worldly affairs,

Now, instead of cold, disparaging voices we hear the vital liree
voices df those who are devoted to the cause, (rand Duchess Maria Pavliovna
has showed great interest in the exploration of Novgorod. Princess M. K.Tenis-
hey has responded generously by sending in a thousand rubles to be used in this
work, and Countess P.oJivarcw in a personal conversation with me expressed her
sympathy with the prope ed exploration of the Kreml, The chairman of the
Associatiqn of Architects and Artists, Count P.U.Suzo?, has given his generous
support. Assistance has also been obtained from Priance M.S;Putiatin,

AV, S?chusev, V.A.Pokrovsky, and other members of the commission of the
WAl
Depetrovsky Museum, (%*
And now the young DopeﬁrovSky museum may inseribe on its shield the

first of 1ps exploits:
' "Excavation in the Kreml of Novgorod."




The foundation of a great undertaking was laid. There will be room for
many workers and for many rubles, also ﬂb& many obstacles and many wietories.

The military-historical society has Joined us and donated 500 rbs. to
be used for the measurement of the towers and walls of the southerh side of
the Detine?;. A special effort in favor of Novgorod was made by the secretary
of the depértment for military archeology, N.M.Pechonkin,

It was decided to start immediately, to begin the exploration of the
Kreml and in order to compare the eultural strate to make investigations in the
Rurik Gorodishche,

From the very beginning, there were cbstacles to overcome, Without
wal ting for our excavations, the municipal government of Novgorod began to
excavate some trenches on the very spot assigned for the exploration. The
Archive Commission and the governor were aware of it, bubt for some reason or
other failed to take the necessary steps to prevént such action, BesFarmakovsky,
member of the archeological commission visited the site and became incensed
over the oecurrence, and reported the aection of the‘local authorities and the
archive commission to the capital, Sts Petersburih. The archeological commission
demanccd that court action be brought against the intruders. The Novgorod
society of friends of antiquity did not protest the action of the loeal governw
ment vigorously enoughe In general, the Novgorod inhabitants did not execel

in friendliness and generosity. The result was confusion,

Only through the efforts of various scientific societies the absurd

decree of the municipal government was repealed,

While the confusion, brought on through the tbm of the mz('g_cipal
Y s XIM
diggers, was still continuing, N.E.Makarenko, secretary of the Dopetrowsky

Auseum and myself left for the Rurik Gorodishche to make an investigation,

We stopped at the parochial school across the wey from the stout walls of
Yuriev monastery. Somewhere near this site, Aristotle Fioraventi built a

| bridge across the Voklhov river for Ivan the Terrible, who at that time made




his h@adquarters on the Gorodisheche.

Besides the natives, the Novgorod princes and their families 2186
lived here a long time, and Muscovite princes Etzars and even the Tsar himself
also frequently camped om this site, although at times they set their tents on
the Sharovishehe where Seltso now stands, near Nereditsa, The princes! dwell-
ings remained there for a long time. We may presume that the castle on the
Gorodisheche with Wwhich Peter lst. presented Menschikov was no other than ons
of the ancient mansions which formerly housed the grand dukes.

A great place this is = the Gorodieshehel All around are enticing
azure spaces, DBelow flows the dark Ilmen river. Yonder, beyond the Volkhov,
lies Yuriev and the former Arkazh monasbery. To the right we see the sparkling
spires of St, Sophia and the brown winding ribbon of the Kreml well. .On the
business bank all the churches clustered together, frtm one white spot. From
there we can see Liadka, Volotovo, the Kirillov monastery, Nereditza, Seltso,
the Skovorodsky monestery. Nikola on the Lipnaj Bronnitsa is visible beyond
the forests Everything is laid out before us &as on a platter,

We look down from a mound topped by a tall eross, The place is
salled Nikola. Among the churches of this Gorodishche is mentioned the Nikolsky
church razed\by thundeélin 1201,

We study the mound end aecbually find the foundstion of & small wood=
en church, which had been burned down but evidently existed as late as the
XV11ll century. The objects found are all melted; all that rémaing . is the

T
white paint on the ground, as at Nereditsa, and the potterzv which shows rather

fine calecination.

s
Of the five churches of Gorodieshche fentioned in the records only

one has been preserved, the Blagoveshchensky; which was built in 1099 by
Mstislav the Great, son of Vladimir Monomakh. This church housed the famous
Mstislav. Nothing rémains of the other churches nor of 21l the mansions. Even

their ruins are not apparent. All that is to be seen are the eolored heaps of




bricks and lime on the steep slopes of the Vokkhov rivers It is quite obvious
that some buildings were washed away by the river which beceme & furious
toprent during the ice thaws. Our hypotheses are confirmed. In the vestry of
the church we find a plan of Gorodiesheche dated 1780, The plan showg that in
the course of a eentury or mors the Volkohv river altering its %2;;% had worn
away about 12 sazghen of the high embankment. How greatly it must have projected
them§ Mansions and seetions of the churches are buried in the Volkhov river.
In a word, the best part of the settlement; all that was situated on the high,
outlying spots. It is comprehensible now why the main portion of antique
objeets is found, not on the embankment, but below, near the water, during.

the spring. From under the banks, the locel dlscoveries are brought to us,
such as bracelets, fragments of pendents , seals, b , Pottery and metal
objeetse We have now a clear idea of the breadth of the inhabited layer and
the ruin of the best part of the Gorodishche.' It is time for us to hasten into
the Kreml,

The stone wall was begun
at the time of Yaroslave It was then greatly rebullt and finally completed
during the réigns of Aqdrey; the son of Alexander Nevsky, 4and Ivean ii?; The
walls were restored during the reipgns of Peter 1 and Alexender 1, and finally
part of the erumbling well was rebuilt in hasve on the cve of the celebration

of the millenium and the dedication of its memorial.

Bot so long ago the towers housed living quarters, but now the towers

are almost g1l deserted. In the tall Kukuy the stairecase 1s btrokers The
Princel!s tower is supported only but its "word of honor'. In the archive tower
. all the archives are covered with dung; Altogether it appearg that the Kreml
} is regarded by the inhsbitants of Novgorod as & sort of privy. All the towers
are threatening to tumble down. Many thousands of ruﬁigg are needed not to

. restore them, but for slight repairs alone. In this respect ‘too, our ancestors, .

- 45 M L
" so negligent in their attitude toward antiquity, left<£)pocr heritages




The entire southern part of the Detinets is now filled with truck
gardens, In normal times there were many buildings and about 20 churches stand-
ing on this spot; several streets and the main street of the Kreml, the Piskuj~-
lia, also passed through this spot. Somewhere near the Piskuplia was the dhurch
of Sts Boris and Ste. Gleb erected on the site of the ancient St. Sophia which
burned down. Where the vegetable patches are now there were once the buildings
belonging to the prince's court and the mansion (terems) itself.  As we all
know, the Prince's tower led into the Prince's Court,

It is difficult to imagine this 8l1l, as you look around on this waste -
lands It is difficult to believe that the anecient pictures of the Kreml tell
the truth. It is difficult to believe the drawings made by foreign visibors,
Comparatively reecent charts (dating from the eighteéﬂth century) still bear
witness to some arechitectural squares in the places now occupied by the truck
gardens, Where has all this disappeared. How could solid, oid walls, pipes,
founde tions disappear completely? When were these stone foundations converted
into these smooth and ewen truck gardens These questions seem unanswerable,

We are standing on this waste land in among peaceful cabbages, We
dresm of what the Detinets must have been once upor & time. From the collected
historiéal informtion meny deducticius iré possi N 1dy know that not
mueh ean be done with the first thousand rubles, We want to do it on a more

certain, more pgonvenient basis. At last a site is chosen for digging the long

trench on the side of the Kukuy and the prince's tower, If our speculations

are correct, we ought to strike some of the buildings of the prince's courte
Of course, the section under the servants! quarters would be stlll better, but
1t had alrecady been covered with new construction without any attempt at
previous exploration., We of course declided to leave unmolested the plot with
the ditches dug by the local governmeht:

We began to dig. Uncertainty and even fear made themselves felt in

the beginningy we were frightened by the information from Peredolsky that the




stratum of the habitation of Novgorod, reaches a depth of 21 arshins., mhe
St. Petersburg "oracle" that all layers had been dug over and oﬁer again and
were long since intermix d, agein comes back to mind,

Dengath the glluvial cultivated stratun and very near the surface, we
already come upon fragments of all sorts of building mterials, ' Pieces df
brick, colared tiles, bits of quartz, neils and braces. The bullding itgelf 1is
not there, but you can sense its proximity. Again we sispect the gardens and

buildings of the servants quarters or those of the eclergy. This slaeck with

traces of stone structures comes from theres The potsherd of the upper strata
“~2

belong to recent times and go}%aok as,the XV1 century, It is obvious that the

strata are intact., A curioué plieture may be observed below the second arshin,
Wooden frame works protrude their head, foundations of numerous densely built
structures, Across the trenches in the direction of Kukuy a long scalffolding

of wooden beams become visible. Perhaps this was onece the wooden pavement: of

a street, Of course, we do not know whére it ends. These frame works have been
plling up on one above the other, Between them, we find o type of braces made
of boards driven in ereect. The buildings extend far beyond the walls of the
trenches, By all means, we must reach the firm ‘ground, We eannot afford to be
diverted by an inecidental wall, The obje ets which fall to us begin to be of
greater interest, Combs, spoons, small barrels, knives, 1little Jars, This is
already ancient wooden lovgorod. Evidently we surmised correctly and we are now
somewhere in the Princels Courbt, We have hardly had time {o make photographs,
neasurements and surveys of one stratum when the next one appears,

The trench suhr now presents = really phantastie¢ sight. Both sldes are
covered with boards pressed into the earthen walls, the beams. being both round
and cut, Here a piece pf scaffolding is proteuding; there & smsll frame about
. an arshin and a half in size becomes visible, and there a slanting cornice is

'peeping out carved in the shape of a pair,

The chief problem anticipated by us has been solved; the inhabited
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strata of the Kreml proved to be @isturbed, The picture of ancient Novgorod

comes to us intact., 1In the deserted southern part of the Kreml ~ provided
sufficient means are available = the entire lay-out of the buildings and streets
could be uncovered., Of course, large smounts of money are needed; about ten
thousand rubles, But what a tasgk would then be achieved. ' A truly national
task] It is very doubtful however whether we will be able to obtain any sums

from the

with wealthy, cultured individ-

ualsy. I believe that even without approachling J.I.?opqan we willtbe able o

obtaln the neeessary means for the exploration of the cldest spot in the Russiaﬁ
empire, There are benefactors who donate for churches,.hospitals, schools,

Nor is our archeological task a whim, not mere luxury. To knov oneself remsins
as the primary objeetive. Upon this our future stends and falls, 2 more I
am taking the k of being ridiculed, but this does not frighten me if it is
done in the cause of art and beautiful entiquity. I shall expect

come into the Academy of Seciences for the Pre~Petricn Museum, At first, I
thought I would begin with & subscription.  But every subseription in itself
smacks of a certein compulsion. Before undertaking anything else, without
telling'the people what to do, I decided to find out whether we really love our
own. traditions spontaneously. It will be interesting to wateh whether there
really will be eny one, like.the Princess Tenishéy who would like to add to

his activities another one, that & "contributing to the exploration of ancient
Novgorod", Can it be that none of the greﬂt industrialists any longer remember
the eovenant of the Hanseatic League, with its objective of mutual help,

We are proceeding more deeply. The workers dlready find it difficult
to dig among the mass of wooden structures. Nobody actually knows hov it happened
that the frame work was piled in different directions reaching layers 3-4 archins
thieks If we were to jJudge from the potsherd we could very well imagine our=

selves in the Xlllth.century: Perhaps even earlier, for A.A.Spitsyn has set




bacle-the date of the pottery forms and ornaments more than once, The jars are
similar to those folnd on the Dniepr near Smolensk, in the famous Varenglav hame
let of Gnezdov, '
ompleting our fifth arshin,  There is no trace of
orkers are crowded in a small area,
the layer is ten arshins thick at this
going. to.do theng' asks the puzzled lMakarenko,
The first thought in this regard is about money. Will we have enough
to keep going till we reach firm ground? If not, we will be unsble to get a
picture of the Kreml strata and all our work will be merely wasted. Thus far
the work proceeds at full speed,
The second trench is excavated near the Prince!
located right near the Pri: court where sone mounds and pits are visible,

o
)

These are evident remaius structures, We confess thet we cannot dig

deeply because of the proximity of the crumbling towers should the tower cave

o

257
in completely, even though no faull of our own, what hue and cry will arise

from all our various fellow-men} Bub we must discover what is contained in

mounds that are in sight.

After digging for not more then half & yard we hit 2 stone foundation.

i room with a brick floor laid out i SCuares, comes
Hvidently this was a structure adjacent to the tower, DBesides the

walls we come upon the us discoveries; tiles, quartz,. Also splinters of

shells and ecoats of arms. The brick flooring shows a noticeable incline toward
Perhaps this is a vault? We foree it and underneath find clear

sand, and eight inches below beginsg the familisr black layer of habitation.

The sides of the open struetures show visible gigns of wooden foundationzses We

at once mrk the debris hidden under the entire area occupied by the vegetable

garden. The entire Kreml is an un~excavated kurgan.'

Under the hot and cheerful July sun I wateh this pleasant sight,
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indefatigeble N.Z2,lakaren: around him the many-colored
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soil that L-&ﬁév wed many a life

tower, our ardent VOlUnNteers, B .l Kha aky, an engineer, a genuine lover of

antiquity end V.l.leshkov are
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is watched.
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Tvery morning it has to ve pumped out and
the deep soil.

by us and by the




ground appears at a depth of 6 arshins ard 5 inches. ‘e elean
draw ow conclusions,.

Our expeetations have not been disappointeds If I surmised it only &
yeer ago, when I wrote thet the Great Novgorod is buried intact undergrouﬂﬁ,

I may now sssert it as & fact,

The enitural aspect of the Kreml is fully preserved snd awaits its explor:
ersy *he bresdth reaclies from 4 to 7 arshins. The Kreml is teeming with all
sorts of structures belonging to various eenturies,

It is time for us to leave now. We sre trying to turn the open t#ench
over to the care of the preliminary committee of the fubture srcheological con-

ventlon, but the chairmen of the committee, the loeal governor, has the power

09 & 3 . T 3 AT
to presume the safeguarding of our execavation until thé convention rveetss We
! ~
will have tc spend our last funds to close the trénch and we will not be in a

“

position to present the convention with the picture of the Kreml strets, What

a pityl

Before parting, we take a last look at some of the ancient suburbs -

=

Volotovo, Kovaliovo, Kholopi Gorodok, Lisiehya Cora, the Viszhitnky monastery.
Everyone of these spots warrants prbmising execavations, At KGValiovo.and on the
Iisichya Cora the imposing outlines of the mohﬁm#ery are sti1l quite yisible,
Large sums of money would, however, be required to conduct these excavations,
as well as for the maintenence of the Viazhl ték monastery.

Lit¥le is known about this Viazhit8k monastery. The rosds are so bad that
the place is seldom visited, although the monastery itself is certaeinly worthy

of great attention.

“law
It is not a tinsel betean, like the Yuryev monastery; not a patient

frontier guaad 1like the Pskov-Pechersky; not an austere protector like the

Valday-Iverskx, Viazhitsk monasterg/is different. The lonely road through the
n

impassable arsehes leads right up into the monastery. In the field nearovy

stends the village, e monastery is surrounded by forests and swampse There
the road ends,
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In March of next year, the monastery will celebrate its 500th enniversar;
It would be unfortunﬁte if the mone stery would have to mark ite celebration
in its preséent pitiably neglected condition.

The newly appootnted arehimandrite, Father Vischeslav, began to cleéan up
the "4nhabitable strata® from the very first day of his arrivel, But money is
gearce and the btask before Father Vischesla s a difficult one,

Although some rooms of the monsstery still remain from the XV1 century,
the general appearsnee wouﬂ% rather indicate the MWikon period. It was during
thet period that the monastery was built up and enlarged comprising several
hundred monks, and , still wore important, wagrhen decorated with execellont tile
It is pitiful to see now how the large estate of the monastery h:s become im=
poverished, the buildings craeked, thé ornaments are turbling. Let vs hope
that Father Viacheslov may succeed in obtalning méans to suphbaﬂb this cloister,

It is not in~distant deserts, nor behind tall mountains that all is
rich in discoveries, that everything awaits the hands which will gather
that everything needs help, No, 1t is ght i e within our reach, only
three or four hours from the center of the country, And the poor men in
case is not some unknown tramp, no, it is H&c:ﬁ&%as#thimself - Novgorod
Great. v :

Lately it has become the fashion to talk about
seems interested in it. During' the past two years in St. Petersb
three socicttes of the lovers of antiquity heve been founded; the Nuseum of
014 Petersburg, the Pre-Petrian Museum of Art and Folklore, and the Society
for Safeguerding the monuments of antiquity, whose first and excellent task
3% was admirably to restore and maintain the historieal village of Grusino.

®o mueh is being written at present about antiquity that we, who
inaugurated this movement, are actually frightened.,

Perhaps this has become merely a fad® Simply an accidental, gquickly

¢

passing fashion? t the result of cultural development?




Only the future ean give us the true verdict. Only the future will

disclose the ultimate motives of those who are now preoccupied with antiquity,.

Empty, unnecessary talk is one thingj an entirely different matter is

that which requires knowledge, effort, outlay and love.

Let us hope that our society has approved antiquity in the disection
of sincerity and enthusiasm, of a vital study of the past in order to build a
more beautiful future,

We Jlearn o .believe that:

"Those who are unsware of their past, are incapable of planning

their fubure',




