ON VIGIL, FOR PRACE !
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The main thingd ie to

thousht. Later on thousht wi slready flow assuming & world scope
course there always shall bey ifmitationg,repetitions, elucidations, com-~
ments and affirmations..,.Bveryvthning is for the good, Dangerous is ouly
& morbid stagnation,

our Paet have agaln cauce to feel encouraged. In the
League of ¥ations there have been proposed useful measures for the protec~
tion of Art treasures, The League urges bombproof mzhelters for art and muw~
geumes arve to be isolsted from military objectives,

o~

"The bullaing of bombproof shelters for portraits anc restoration of tary

medieval sanctuary system for statues are recommended to all countries by

the Teassue of Nationsg i????latihn”l pugeums offce in a report recently
issued, It proposes that pending an agreement for the protection of art,
gompetent authorities everywhere shall put their national art ou a war foot~
ing along these lines:

"Por movable or easily transportable art vorks, the bullding of reliable
shel ters withnin museums offering the same efficacy as those designed, for
exanple, for protection of the eivil population against aerial bombardmentis,

"Touipment of mugeums with & view to the removal of art works to these
shalters in cases of impending danger.,

"Draving up drilling instructions for training museum staffs in these
delicate operations, Aeccuisition of meterisl that can be rapidly utiliszed for
proteotion againet effeets of bombardment of art woerks difficult te remove,

"For architectural monuments, adoption of the same protection measures
by competent departments with a view to insuring, in the event of aerial

bombardment, the safety of more fragile parts (stained glases windows, bas=




reliefs and other sculptural features) both inside and outside monuments,
Acquisition of appropriate equipment for dismantling these parts.

"Steps to be taken with public authorities with a view to elearing
in peace time certain artistic monuments of eutstanding artistic or histo-
rie value of all surrounding buildings, works, aerodromes, lines of commu-
nication, &tc, used or capable of being used for military purposes.

"Lastly, and in view of facilitating and concluding an international
agreement acceptable to the military authorities of all countries, con- v
struction outside urban centers and in places that give rise to no misunder-
standings from a military or from a strategical viewpoint of shelters and
depositéries to which movable objects to be protected can be transported
Wherever possible; or appointment of a town or center in each country to

be declared strictly neutral and to serve as last asylum for humanity's laws!

Thus the League of Nations also ponder of the protection of the beau-
ropgsals

tiful’”Werséall not discuss the details of these xx, some of them

are more feasible, others less., This does not matter, It is #tmportant that
the thouggtiabout the safeguarding of cultural treasures is spreading all
over the‘ﬁorld. Many more golgothas and burning pyres will yet fill the
world wfth ¢onfusion and awe, and these horrible signs imperatively will
remind the world how indeferrable are the questions of the protection of
all flowers on the field of Culture.

Some time back we suggested to our Pact Committees to gather and sum=-
marize all proposals regarding peace, emanating from manifold organizatious.
Mueh indexing and many ecatalogues have to be made in order to reveal the
j r1d thought about peace, about the protection of world treasures, about
‘ééfeements possible in this direetion., There is endless work to accomplish
and world events prove the real necessity of these efforts,

Similarly to the many branches of the Red Cross, there will arise around

the Baunner of Peace various problems for decision, Without envy and enmity




every eountry will have to bring its mite into the asury of true acnie-

vements.,
undation will be laid for
ainiversary
movement, uring these three degades many people have approached,
opinions were expressed, but one thing remained unaltersble the
indeferrability of action mam, Vorle events have 1} ronfirmed
Yewspupérs cormunucated that the Spanish govermment with cifficulty
Cathedral in Sarcelons from its own mxs mob, It was necessary to
posters on the walls of the cathedral wrging its protection
out troops with machine guns, Is this not & striking example
sary it is to educate the pecple's consciousness? Before our very
eyes deplorable any irreparable destructions are continucusly ; plage
and only a powerful moral impulse can save humanity from & repitition of
fatal anniniYatian=.
The Paot for the protection of cultural treasures is needed not only
as an offielisl regulation, but as an educating law, which Trom the firet
gohool aays will imbue the young genmeration with the noble idea of safe-

guarding the true values of the entire humanity. The Paetl has slready been
gradually be

glgnea by 22 eountries, Yo doubt this large nmumber will Jpxmmxxky joiued

by all other countries as wells Our Pact has Justly been named the lcd Crons

of Culture, Truly it %« stands in closest relation to the great Red Cross,

which at the time of its imeption was received rather sceptically, but now

has become asn undisputably humanistic foundation of life,

To show the imperative necessity of all peace movements, let us listen
to some statements of leading militarists, "If previously peace wished to
subject war to its own laws and regulate it by legal limitatious, ana tried
to compel war to vespect its morals and values, mow it is the opposite:

peage should be subordinatec to the demands of war, which has become the




ruler
wxrxiors of the age and has shifted pence to o mere gongept of armistice

main feature
demandg for ites reslizetion the inty onn of the last
the abolithon of the present social order, which is
the

netitu

There exist entire volumes, as for example
for Amminhilation®, They xesmxmemmmmmwam deseribe a war in which the whole
pobulation of the nation is to take place, with the object of the complete
ennihilation of the enemy, by all available meuns, without any restrictions
whatsoever, without mercy., Thus the "Total Vaer® is directed not against
the enenmy's army, but against entire nations as such., "War is the highest
manifestation of the vitel will of the people and therefore politice shoula
gerve military sunremacy” » sd militaricsts assert.

One ean easily understand what is meant by the

of the enemy®. covers sleo all asccumulatione of culture, In face

!
the gruel gsire of the "Tétzl Var" the merciless methods ol gonguerors

the past will sppear as onilats play. 11 bumanity bus rwﬂuh/a‘rn unheard
wonstrosities, one must the soomer directs all efioris ards the proe
tection of cultural walués = both in artisitic ano secientilic treasures
and in the
In 1920, at a banquet given by the Boara of the Committee on the occasion
of my exhibition in London, ¥r.H,G.Wells, who was also a member of this Com~-
mittee, expressed the following idea, lifting his glass: "This ordinary object,
which yo no one of us appears as a rarity, may under certain circumstances
become a unique treasure, It is always possible that owing to self-destructive
hatred civilization may be wiped out and humanity would then have to start
afresh its cultural accumulations under most difficult conditions of savagery".
Af ter seventeen years, do we not wee Wells's foresight in the present
belligerent threats?!
It 16 deplorable that after millions of yeurs of existence of sur plaw
net , one hae still to reiterave such axioms, Hemee, if at our previous
peage Pact Conferences we called for a doubling of effortes, the preseut
eonaition of the vorld demande that our efforts should be inmcreased

threethold ! On vigil for Peance !




