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Cne of the most precious for me impressions shall forever remain
the Sninoza Center of the Loerich useum.: in our times of unrest and
commotions, hese days of crumbling of the mechanieal eivilization,
each sign of spiritual unliftment io especially valuable.

I slweys remember with whatl eagerness and perseverance Or:;Xlettner
came to me and what ardour I felt in his aporoach in the nome of the
great philosopher Spinoza, Fot less pieciouﬁ was. for me to see the
group of strifing young workeérs urited in the great ideas of Spinoza
and the ardent svirit of Dr.Fetiners I do not exnggaracc'but wish to
exvress thet which I witnessed,

g it poesible that a great spiritual Jjoy shall not be treator
by the following: the working youth without great mcans, st riving and
gelf=gupporting, religiously gathers arourd a great name and uses all
ites lessure time for the study of high pvhilosophy,. And not for ab-
atract vurvoses do they study, Nay, they transform through it'taeir
lives and within their hearts high ideals begin to live, These seli-
gacrificing torches illumineé the surrounding dafkness and form onev
more stronghold against ignorance., And we know how militant is igno-
rance and how contagious is darkness.

The leader of the group , Dr;Xetiner, is a true teachex, for he
not only guides the mectinas and offers the lectures, but he is con-
éulted in vita)l matters of life, He arme with the most unfailing er-
mors the young warriors, He tells them how practical -is the Good and

how shameful and self-destructive is evil, And the good in there,where




creatio constructiveness and spirituslization. The GCood is there
wvhere iz contaimment, devotion and love, The highest is in the light
of sperifice and the basest is in the darkness of tres The abstract
for the average breins, the conceptions of evolution and attainment
become the vital cornerstones of every day life. Such foundations are
affirmed there, vhere life is so difficult, There where the strugcle
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withers out often the best forces, Is it not remerksble to see thet &

numerous group of youth has chosen ag its weapon the high philosophyv.

They evoked and purrounded themeelves by the name of a sage

: g, Who 80

fearlessly and self-gacrifieingly brought into 1ife the renovated con-
ception of Be-ness, Under his persnicacious understanding matter occu-
pied the befitting place and was uplifted, To uplift

In uplifting we unavoidably unlift ourselves, bYecause creat]

energy upwards - from beginning to thé end evervthing will move in

this directions ¥Vith this noble uviifﬁlng gomes aloso the go much needed

quality of tolerance, If we shall introduce tolerance only conventional=-

ly aud superficially, nothing tut hypoerisy shall be created, Only
through nobdble upliftment of the spirit, through incessantly resligzed
labor comes this wonderful guest - tolerance, Precisely this cuality
when introduced naturally, creates the smile of Wisdom., I am spesking
of that smile of Visdom with which listens the sage to the secker, In
his caressing eyves and the silent nodding is exoressed - “try, my soni
Nevermind if thou walkest now by the side roads Only walk not looking
back, not fearing the stones, nor the thorns, Hemember, if the steep
agecent would Vve too polished, the ascent would be for thee still more
difficult, The stones not only not hinder thee, but support thee. Do
not forget it ond bless these etoneé. for the stones c¢an be used a

stepsl”.
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I recollect how once in the Zast a learned Rabbi said: “VYeu
also are Israel, for each one in the cuest of light is Israel., Thus
was expressed the wisdom of the irmemorable ages. In it resounds the
upliftment ag well as tolerance.

‘hen you, the participants of our Spinoze Center gather for a
meeting, you garb yourselves in the festive loth, because &5 I know
it, this meeting for you is a festival, Such attitude is already 2
pledge for real uﬂliftment and the consequence is tolerance and con-
taiment. You know how the great Spinoza suffered in his 1life only be=
cause he selflessly expressed true knowledge. But we know that martyr-
dom is but the tension of energies, In this tension you receive the
right to knock at all gates vhence the useful construction ean be
strengthened, 1 repeat, yvou have transferred the philesophy from abe-
straction into 1life., In this youfellow the beginnings of true evolu-
tion, for all Teachings and all philosophies are given for life., After
all there is no high Teaching which would not be 2lso practical in
the highest sense of the word, Ve ecan solve numberless problems of the
contemporary commotions only by the beautiful and highest conscious=
nesss Only the beautiful bridge will be strong enough for the crossing
from the bank of darkness to the sifle of light. You know what great
significance is allotted in the saered Teachings to the symbol of the

bridpge. Upon this bridge will come the Highest in glory!
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I know that the Spinoza center will grow, because it began upon
sane prineiples, vitel in tangible reality, Not mist, but light lies
at the foundation of evolution, If we are capable to understond that
1ight is eolor and sound, we shnll also realize that everything beauti-
ful ie 2lso needed for the construction of the Temple of evolution,

The Gins helped King Solomon build the Temple, Inveking the light and
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the beautiful,

congtruection.




