RESTORATION

It seems that a commission has been appointed by the Departmend
of the Interior to devise rules and regulations for the probtection of the
monuments and relics of antiquity. It is an elevated and difficult task %o
find tﬁe correct formula for probtecting the highest values of bygone culbure.
Soms of the members of the commission are excellently qualified to serve on
a commission whose functiom it is to protect antiquibty in its complete arts-
istic implication, but it is véry dubious whether they will succeed in in-
fluencing the resolutions of the board to establish an almost unthinkable
inconceivable legal formula,

The efforts of the commission may result ian the compilation of
accurate lists of antiquities, in splendidly edited rules and regulations,
in the wide distribution of circulars throughout the proviances and districts
by the Departmeﬁt;....But with what will the ardent wish be kindled in the
hearts of the masses to safeguard the beautiful remains from destruction?
Under what heading of rules and regulations are we to explain to thp masses
:_and to all munieipal governments that destruction of monuments means a lower-
ving of the cultural standard of a country?

The commission will adjourm; in whose hands will ﬁhe wonderful
rules then remain? In whose portfollios will the.beautirul circulars be

submerged? In what cabinets will the accurate and lengthy lists of anti-

quitles be buried?

Will the commission have full right also to propose individusls
who could be useful in such a complex artistic undertaking?

Much is now being written about the momuments of antiquity. Even
too much, T am afraid, The complalnts about the mishaps to our monuments

are to become commonplacel T am afraid that these monuments may fall into
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ruins, 1ikel} into am accompaniments lamentatlons., True enough, rules are

usefﬁl for the preservation of antiquity, particularly nov, where many relics
have reached a fatal stage, Still more urgent, however, is the presence of
people, the evidence of genuine love and devotion to the cause,

I remember the memorable conference of the Architechbural Society re-
garding the notorious restoration of the Church of Nereditz Saviour in |
Novgorod. I remember how, after having mourned the Saviour, the meeting
began to mediite”on the possible ways and‘moana of remtoration, concluding
with the statement that every restoration is a piece of art in itself, Each
restoration requires, outside of scientific préparation, also.purely creative
enthusiasm and highly artistic execution. The late N.V.Sultsnov, a man of
great culture, expressed himself quite decidely to the effect that it is
impossible to discuss restoration on the basis of general rules and that each
individual case requires specific attention and discussion, It was evident
to everyone that the important thing was not how to conduct the conf erence,
on restoration, but who would participate im it.

No doubt, the board system providod excellent means for discussionm,
The chief drawback, however, lies in the lack of reéponsibility; Think of
the various occurrences that happfg_;n seeret bglloting. Remember that none
i(er the members 1s willing to assume the blame for an unpleasant incident.

The rates of such casualties in board resolutions is simply appalling. All
responsibility is lost in the labyrinths and varlations of the board meeting, ’
which finally adjourns with helpless shrugging of shoulders andlgesticula-
»tions.

In the resoluﬁions of board meetings, a most dreadful invention of
our times'-,all'personal responsibllity, a responsibility involving clear,
indelible conseduences; is entirely lacking,

Personal responsibility is aé'absolute necessity. The initistor de-
serves the first censure aﬁd,the first praise. Tﬁere are persons equilpped




with the strength and courage to assume the great responsibility of pre-
serving the legacies of culture - monuments of antiquity. There are persons
needed to undertake the various stages of antiquity.

Yet, even if we find champions of ancient beauty, who will 1isten
to them and heed them?

By what channels can we touch the soul of the average man to whom &
relic-means nothing but old rubbish? Where are the keys %o unlock the souls
of a hundred million people?

Not so long ago, full of unforgivable dreams, We were relating
"jyric tales". This is what we said: "Russia has always renounced 1ts
cultural legacies very lightly. It 1is time to understand and appreciate
the position which antiqulty hoLds in an enlightened country. Do mot our
monuments become horrifying corpses, desiccated remains, unwanted by anyone,

__(eelinrs)
f£illing the corners of church crypts. Let these relics not frighten us;
let them live and bring into our lives the brightest sides of bygone epochs,

It is painful to wateh them lose all vitalkty, Grandfather's favorite studj

furnished with painstaking care, has been turned into a dusty storage rooms
We revere our dead. We make efforts to put up monuments in their memory.

For a time we preserve 1n a dignified manner the monumants and everything
that belonged to our dear departed ones. Is it really so incomprehensible
then that the relics of antiquity in which the entire heritage of past beauty
is comprised should be eien more véluable and precious to us?

If the soul of the family still lives in us, can 1t be that the soul
of therasce is entirely dead? Can it be that the all-unifying, all-embracing,
soul of the earth will not cause people to realize the significance of the
heritage of antiquity? It is 1mpossible- it is true that nati onalism has not
been able bo deal with the significance of antiquity, but the soul of the
earth, more profound than the spirit of nations, has the power to defend its

treasures - the treasures of the s oil that has outlived many nations.
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Not in dusky prison light should relics end their dayss they should
brighten the festivities of the people.

Give the momument that "trahQﬁii" position which it held at its creation,
and the masses will pour into such a living museum, In the revival Qthhe iilo) P
uments the thousands of museum(g?ggzgsgill simultaneously be revived again and
will begin to communlcate to the visitars in a completely different language.
They wiil become vital parts of a wonderful and fascinating whole., TUnafraid
of dry pedantry, the young people will approach their ancestral heritage; full
of hope, they will look upon its visage and there will be few, in whose souls
the beautiful sentiments of early childhood, buried later beneath some very
“heceééary things, will not be stirred.

We need sensitive people around our monuments of antiquity. Besides
"archeological® institutions we must create societies of friemds of antiquity.
I believe that such societies will soon develop.

To the municipal government of the city of Novgorod, which numbers
mny wealthy merchants, let us speak in the words of one of my earlier articles
on antiquity: "Good people, do not let a profitable business slip through your
hands. The better preserved a monument, the more genuine = the greater its

. walue. ‘May God
forgive you, but profit om your monuments, sell the views, charge entrance fees
to the publice. Feed the visitdrs in the name of antiquity, give them to drink
in bhe name of s antiee them with beautiful fables, surround each
spot with glamorous legends (publishers, hearkenl) pile up the love episodes,
heavier and heavier, frighten them with tales of érﬁelty, kindle their imagina-
tion with looted riches - trade, sell and rejoice}

(May'GodAﬁiggggﬁﬁé means§) Rent out these monuments, 1ogk them up
from the passeryby, safeguard them honestly and keep them securely, as you do

your stocks and bonds;

There is great investment in monuments; it only requires an experienced
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pand to makQ large profits on them. Business transactions are risky, but relics

and monuments are jWM¥ like wine - the older, the more valuable,

With your thoughts upon what is nearest your heart,‘tu-ve antiquity'e
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