ON THE KURGAN

In Vodskaya Piatina (Province of St.Petersburg)

1.

Those who have had occasional contaet with the field of archeology,
no matter how slight, and who have ventured on st ieast one éxcavaﬁion, know
how fascinéting a task this is, The usual raillery aimed at this subject,
such ass "Archeology is nothing but dead stufff A dust~covered science, your
archeologyl wedt w4 ampircsr Prosaic soulsl Mummies!‘; are not
particularly clever, I fear, i

MGreat Merey", I hear people say, "this does not concern Russiaj
except perhaps for the steppes. What archeology can there be in our country?
It is well and proper to speak of the archeology of Greece, Italy, even of
our South and East, if you will, but our local hyre rboreans can hardly have
v left“aftgr them anything of great interest] » :

7 "Yet each locality, if at all inhabitable, has its own archeology,
be it the province of Kiev Novgorod or PetersburZecsss”

‘ "What do you :ag? Do you mean that the province of Petersburg
contains.fabulum for an areheologist? Nonsensel I gould understand your
speaking of excavationslin Pompeii, Asia, in the steppes, even in Novgorod;
~ at least the Varéngians'were supposed to be there, But to carry on an ex-

cavation on the Kurgens in the environs of Petersburg - why, this is =imply

not’done;' It sbunds like digging for old sardine cans on a junk heap. mDo
“you reélly believe that something may be found in these mounds? Perhaps
“some Swedish buttons lost in the times of Peter the Greatl

Thus the antiquities of the provinee of OSt. Peterdburg or those

of the ancient Vodskaya Piatina of Novgorod in general enjoy & rather

dubious reputation. Every archeologlical monument in this vicinity which is

qu&te dbvioﬁsly more than a chance heap 6f gtones ar a natural elevation

ts atﬁributed to ths times of the Swedd sh wars, The aneient erosses of the

ﬂevgcrod style which,are feund in abundance in the filelds, are all Swedish.

Eh@ Knﬂu ins: are 5wedish,b bs; the o0ld sites are “Swedish trenches" . In a
ever ything that 1s iﬁn

B\t dnmbtedly aneient origin is supposed to be Swedish,




although in reality it is not at all.

The Bwedish aspeet in the epoch of Peter the Groat plays the least
important part among the antiques found in Vodskaya Piatina (also in the
province of St. Petersburg). No one is concerned with Swedish sntiques of
that period sxd they do not offer the least interest. There is more than
enough material, important and instruetive without them, The largest pert of
local antiquities are monuments dating from the X to the XV eentury. Details
of' the aneient Russian funeral rites and an examination of the objects dise
govered in the burial mounds perrit us to attribute these antiques without
hesiteaney to the frontier &'alav/ﬂ?s of Hovgorod, On the North they were en-
croached upon by the Finhish tribes, Chudj and Izhors , which had gettled down
on the Neva river and on the shores of Lake Ladogé, Thelir neighbors to the
‘Wemt were the Finnish Em] (Esthonians), to the North-Weést the small tribe of
Vod], related to the HEsthonians end the Tavasts, after which the entire
Platina hes been nawmed, At the present time the Vod] or Voddyalayzet occupy
a few villages in the region of the Peterhof distriet.

| Tm antiquities of the ! sthonﬁ.ans are faix-ly well worked Up &85 they
m gmarally in the Baltie wwﬁ:neeﬂ. onty Pare nunber of monuments of s
the Izhores are known and no Vodj antiquities have been ascertained as yet.
Sone axplomrhameall the locsl antiquibies to the Vodj, but in reality
}the type of the Vodj funéral rites is not as yet aseertained by us and will
_ be afterwerds only by further searches. The Vodj is a swall tribe which has
: naver‘played'a prominent part in hist;dvy.‘ (i?n 1149 a division of a thousand
men of the Emj tribe invaded the territory o;’ the Vodj who succeeded in
driving them autv later only with the assistance of the Novgorodians).

' The proximity of the Slavs has slways exerted & strong influence on the
Pinnsg, and & good influénce at that. From the chroniele of Henry the Lett,
we knewt‘hat, when the ;}i-i'est Albrandt was sent with a troop of soldiers and
.knightg in%‘:_g i.ivania i;é invite the peOpie to aecept holy Baptism, the
3 ‘-'Livonién people cast lots and. consulted their gods as to which of the two
‘,:vféi ths wa's'i préférable‘é that of the pskovites or the Latins. Evidently the
lﬁeepla;‘pzf‘eférred the rhlkov faith, 1.e. the Greek Orthodox, and only out of
' sheer v'éﬁ?a, permi‘b’éed.themselves_to be baptized by the Western elergy.

'»'I'ri mﬁdex‘ to be abla to draw final eonclugions in regard to the

pravim a@': By Peéefsburg it is n&eésvsary to naleé some further archeologl cal




gearches, particularly within the llmits of the Peterhof distriet. Although
the number of explored aneient tombs in the &%, Petersburg province has
reached sn impressive number « excgeding 6,000 - yet one could not let it
remein theres 1)

Among loeal explorers the foremost place belongs to the late dissector
of the Wer-lediesl Academy, L.K.Ivomovski, who sarried on excavaetions from
1872 to his death in 1892,

_ hf the other execavations in the province of St, Pebersburg, the
ekcavation of the Vokhov mounds, carried on by N.i,Breandenburg merits special
mention, The Vokhov mounds represent the mosht ancient tumill in that territory
their period, judging £rom the objeets which were discovered in them, belongs
fo the BX and VIII centurics. The tallest mounds are 4 - 5 v i
Later excavations were carried on in the districts of Lugdk and Gdovgk by

Sehmidt, Malmgren, students of the archeological institute and several others

The individwel discoveries in the 8%, Petersburg provinee have not
been very numerous, thus far., A.A.S5pitsyn points out some of the most
| v»aignificant: 1:1 1875 near Kniazhninc, a village of the Novo-m&oahsm distri ¢t

i, 7 S

:rhfec "%lv‘y coin woul&; were diacovcred to euber'vtth sas S&ﬁié’, uneyed
and tabari st.an coins of the VI - IX centuries, A% the beginming of the
"p-oaent &entury an enormous treasure of arable colng was discovered on the
: shm:*es of Ladaga Lake. Qufie coins belonging to the VII-X centuries were
| 'fexma in the Galerny harbor, at 0ld and New Ladoga, near Ropsha , and in
veral éther places. A goldCufic goin of the year 738 was found in the
Old Ladoga fortress. : '
Piscoveries belonging to the stone age are likewise not very numerous

2)
in‘-t:he‘ prwince of St.Petersburg and pertain to the shores of Lake Ladoge,

b and tha valley of the Luga rivers ,
' l’he locatlon of the burial mounds, the exploration of which eon~-
.‘ 'atx:gutgs the ohief p_ortim of the work is, naturally, connected with the
' 'lbeéfiq:i of the'bld settlements, wmeh‘was determined by the character of
4t comtry punctured by mossy mrshes (formerly lakes) eltogether uninhabit-
._min._"' | o
1) A.A.Sgitsyn Tha wgens of the §t.Petersburg provinge in the oxcave-
- tions of K.Ivanwsm St.P,1896 end my reports to the Imperiasl Russian
e Arehiee] ggfwal ﬂbeiety-— Reoent oxcavetions in the mounds of Vodakaya Piatina
. {1896)."Excavations in 1897 in the moumds of St. Peters‘our ovime " New

'-»ﬁ-a date on the mounds of the province of St.Pe ters‘burg (1808) ,"0n the versous
types of interment in the province of St. Petersburg"” (18985

L j'ﬁ)‘ Inwanww. The pre~historic man of the stone agc on the shores oi‘ the
s . ,
-,.;mm ﬁfL&d:gm » Bt.petersburg 1882,




the main settlement which boqueathed us tho riehi legaecy of stretches upon
gtretches of tumuli of rather diversified contentsy %% situated in the
smooth and dried river-bed between Tsarskoye Selo and Yamburg, is plateau
éxtends to the valley of the Luga river; touches an the sandy and wooded
m,%&uth of the river Oredezba (Siverskaya) and ends at a distance of 10-20
‘ m:‘rom the shorts of the Pinnish Bay, This is in the Northern part of the
provinee, The Soubhorn pert, which is wore elevated and which wes inhabit ed
by other peoples besides those of Pskov nd Novgorod has quite a modber of
aitbe suiteble Por hablitation; these are located around the watereways Spssem
of Lekeg Verduga, Siaberskoye, Cheremenatzkoye, Chernogerskoye,; etc, ™
The conditlon and exi:eimal appearsmee of the iocal mounds giffer

somevhiat,  Here they cover mny acres of treﬁendous fields, overgrom with
many lundreds of small elder trees and hickory, densely erowded together,
there small groups &4 (5-20) or even isolated mourds stend out lile light
houses in the midst of the tilled soil, Sometimes they give the appearance
of having been erected only yesterday, new,; strong cones, reagching about 2
sazhen in helight, with a tell peak and diselosing a reguler, sherply defined
edse ot the foundstions Somehines, however, the swmdt of ¥he mewnA Mas srved
in, the mount itself has sunk, sagged or even &ppesrs as an insignifi cant
©and drregularly flattened elevetion, £0 tiet the workers, convinced that this
‘is ..'nabhing.:but‘a mole«nill, refuse to go on with the work, |

’ -In paﬁslhg the villages, the roed firequently leads over almost un-
-moticeshle hills, and only the worn-away stone eirels of the foundation in-
disates the vanished tumill. Meny mounds are covered With treesv, (forests)
- the z;oéﬁa‘&'which Iﬁve,pilereed them tlrough. By mere sssosistion, one (i'\eu
. eElls the pines on the moumds near the willage of Cherneya in the county of
. Tsapskoye Seloj the stubby pines with thelr branching roots lock the niounds

: vin thelr srdent y‘eﬁ Porceful embrace, A legend connected with these plues,

e r&_‘laté;ﬂ“ﬁmt the sudacious person who would dare to ocut down one of them

:':'-;; 5 would be vs-t‘:ri,eken vlth mlay'."’ :
o ﬁlmaaf a?ery'vill‘age hes in it s environs & more o 1685 extensive

o - group of mounds, yet, nofkithstending their mumber, it is sometimes & rether

3. h.beSpitzyn, "Survey of some rovinces end territories of Russia with re-
~ gard to archeology” (Transaetions of the Imperisl Russien Archeologlcal

;‘ me field groups auffer gapocially during ploughings




dif fieult task to get g2ll the desired informaetion from the peasants of the
locality. A familierity with thelr favorite expressione 1s negessary to get
sometiﬁ.ng out of them., If vou ask them sbout the Kurgean or mound, instead of
saying;' "the old pile", they won't understand you. Onee I asked where the old
tomm was, instead of saying village, and the existenee of such 2 site was
immedia tely Henled, Among the loecl names for tumilus, the following enjey
perticular popularity: soplka, alomishche (from the Finnish word Kelm, meaning
sepulchral hill), old pile, little sSwedlsh tomb, hillock, mountain, cclonial
cemetery (:Lf there are no elevetions om the graves). The Esthonians will
point out the tumulus to you if you ask them sbout vana aut, which means the
old tonb,

IT.

: In May, after the spring corn has been sowny is the time to begin
work. An application for a permifg is filed with the Tuwperial Archeological
Commission, in reply to which a carte blanche is roceived, Off comes the
tmcomfmvtable cityom and out from the trunk high boots end waterproof

e s A TSP %‘%m‘@:a@f st A wusE Ave eTenned e A
is clesned of dust an& mud with the sharp point = the inveriable companion of
the arehoclagiat.
i Pricr to beginning the exeavation, proper investigetion must be
-maé;a»_in a‘rd"er to asecertein the exact exisi}enw of & monument., Not trusting
the information colleected from various stetistiecs, you go from one village bo
~ snother, riding the horses of the natives, with thelr yokes and stirrups
fastened ‘by means of bast. You lock at mry little stone, investigate every
,’ suspieious elswti-ch, penetrate into the mediocre archives of village churcheg,
if‘:f'sometimfes; to the delight of ell, you boeow the victim of som mystification.
| "‘rn some places they are susplel ous A '
: | “ﬂ?hare are no authentie engient objects in these parts, your Honor.
f.j-flt ’c.“nera were, we would have lmown abaut %" ' ,
i Gr . ”Yau ean se& for yfmrself Sir, here would & peasant take antiques
trm Eﬂbady has ever heard of antiques around this neighbc&‘hocd. :
5 Yat, if thoy tale a liking to you, if they censider you a "kind

_.;V_“_,',.:mﬂt”', * g/ ‘ml of & persqn < then 70n do not hve to forge your fellow-

Winte frank eonvarsatiea. Evening.,, sitting on me dirt bank arounﬂ




the house, you will hear the most curious ideas, obssryvetions in the reslm
of netural sclence, superstitions, neive sssumptionse At first, out of pure
cuation they will add "this 1s mere babble', or the “women folk ftretiyres)
invent this"s later, when they see your serious attitude, theve will be :easy
flowing tales of antiquity, of treasure trovesjy of dering looters,

But I would not wish it to eny one te fall into the hends of the
learned villege clerk or of the voluble priest; here every worth while in-
formetion can be bought only at the mrice of lis tening to endless and invelved
taless | .

"on the ome side of the river fell the slavs - guardsmen, tall people =
on the othor side = the Mordva and Cheremis tribes, Only resently soue of

their skulls were found, But at Lokhovo, not so long ago, %@p‘-ﬁmx&;s,\\afere

discovered which belonged to the most ancient pagen temple, snd in their
wiginity they found various objeets dug out from en uncovered frauve vrorlé
At esent these steps have been turmed into yanels, arg_ t.he frame work bas
boen piled up with stones, Naturally, the people arem"

. W
“ihe steppes, 3}55 steppess exclams anoi:her. Do youy archeclogists,

mm e e Trom? Do woir poelly Shink khat Bod. Pound 1%
neeessayy t0 leave a bald spot on the sarth? You see this floar? Here is &
! _eiaaretta stub, here are ermﬁ:s, there is a plees of dlrt froma heel, and
"everywhere :3.8 duat. Now I take this broom nd sweep the Tloor once = the
, atuhs and the dirt lfmve vanisned. I go ovef‘ thé floor aga:‘:n - the erunbe
s have disappeare& too, A third time, and no mare dust is to be sean perhc.pe
e 'thsre 18 some left in the craaks of the floor = like busheg in a ravine.
he mma stamped over this earth. lore of them come « the Goths, Vendalsl
‘#Jho knws who they are: Peuehenegs and Polovizy, end Tartarsy They sweep
-‘wex'ything aff "oetter tman any broom or brush ean doy they scrape so well
't}mt not cven & grain of dust is lefty you sve no bushesd 4And whom ¢id
" i.:,.__'.maths: Barth not cmyt luch as the saying goes, that has not been dreemt
: w: bx philosuphersi S0 much is hidden in the worb of the certhy let us take,
ﬁ»,fm' matane-e, tha mmmdéné&r Zapolyé,'A right in 'very orchards, which, by the
' ,wag m quite remrlmblex thcw used to firﬂ pieeos of seaes whet do you
e _,ean twmt work , ﬁn...mn?" ' ' |
L . "Po you meen filigree Qf Philistine?"
"Yaa, !ea, exactly."-




O §

Wovow. P S R & ) 7 i, RO gy PEREGEERN CRITRA TR i ¥
Yes, It 48 @ curious thing = the anelent time", says g third ons”

great fun to sfpoeulate about things, to Iind out overything about themi
in youwr opinion, is the state of heavenly bliss, Hov shall) I say 1t - 1 meen
the eterndl and unobstruvoted knorledge end understarding which are not
aeccensible (o v in owr prosent bustling 1life,  Some will lsern; vejolce,
delig;ht, gnd some others w1l be satizfiedy with what ther leve lsorved on
+this planets If you wish, I could point out an interesting spob 10
STOR . Kaow ihe. sibe. near the Selishohanskl wvillager Well, Tet re twll you, 1%
ig Juat & mound, gulto & lerge oney Next to it is e litile round one, foelng
’ In this town In ancient $lmes lived a privee, nob & resl prines,
ettty mrince, He had & young daughter, a beauty, such a bosuty as y
gee euy lorger novedeys) Of eowrss, Who are these people of Lto-dey?
Nothing but i"’nxpot?(*r‘c creatures) In old times Lhe'y were different, liks your
m: Ilya M omots. Suddenly this beautiful girl weyr stricken 111 snd died
on-thas very s.:pc:fé, dhe wes buried with all cer@mmy.. Kwén ther, the girls
1iked to dress in style, Just s they do to-daye After thet the prince did
. Bhis Jktle mownd 18 nexb k0.4,
reme of Chorehen s,

Hav nd, fis hed fron tbeﬂe tal ;.31 the ¢ has sense, yom begin the

ae.tual woﬁ:.

B

| s

2 Th;e ii{:'f;le-v:lilage looks like & pilc of wea hernd wood dnd greyish-
"bro’.ﬁ: Wmé\stmw.(v. It 184 AN, The Roovtnw g1re Just befirning to erow,
f‘I‘he :shepheiié, ig sou:xding hig horn - the cattlie are beimg driven to the pasture,
'"&ﬁe ‘1&31 they are pnfting on i;hc, semovars someone has just peshed by in
bare-feet. The Alﬂ.ex*man = 1% 48 -he with whom yca are etay“n\g - walkes von upe
The fr‘.ndovw are ccvarcad mth mist ~ it is cool oubside. Your tecth involun-
: tarily beat e!zt some militfry rhythm. You sh_vor‘ a8 you wash yourself in the |
: "":celd Water. Th@ m‘d@d haa eﬂ.ready acgembled, Crow-bars, apades shovels,
axes p aIl thpse maeasary exsavation utensi ls are in perfect condition. The
5 hoﬁ.s’y m?md has startad tmrd the mmmds, which are spread out not far from
- tho dweilms." 'fhere 13 nob the tini@st cloud in the sky. Frow behind the
A 3". xm 'hae mm is smrkling, ‘l‘hﬁ fres}mesa of the moming is pleasant and




ieny villagers folleow us of their opn free will = justh to look, The
vanguard of leaping leds i1s wey shemd of use T cannot think of anytlhing tihat
stinmulates 80 genulno g curiosity ss do excavations and sijcsrfi 25 of entigquliy.
Not busy lmrvest times, nor heat nor thunderstorm -~ nothing conguers its
8o far we proceed with the uninteresting Job of uncovering the uppor
part of the hilly the teallkdng goes on in gn unceasing flow,
“I,ist-en, this 18 & Swedish cemeoteryl"
‘; 1ie 1s not & ‘u”*en one 3 Russisns do not bury their
dead 1113.63 t \ht.
"thele Thecxlore”, seases the vivacious girl-diggor = "Iz this where the
colonists ara?”
"Wait %111 I dig a tolomist up for wyou, them thou wilt be right,”
et s this here, an investigetion?”, you hesr 2n old mn Meping,
while he is peving his way through the crowd,
"&isten_, grenipel They found & pot full of golds ZXach of the men will
got & humired rubles; but you won't get any,"
Yije éz'e‘ digging B grave for gran'p&"_ gays. the i:.enwirb g.fl, kLCl\...DG Lhe
then and there’.
""zveli, well, thore will be a time whon they will dig us wp oo, Our
bmes ‘2: onltt é"veéxx' get & rest-ﬁ" | |
"You won't fird enything this way”, svggests s middle~sged pe: caunit
wemsn. "At Siomldno the arwy doetor tirned over the moundss bub he had guick
silver to _help,;him.' He used té pub it @ = towby then it would run 3211 it
at'eppéd,and on the spot where it stopred, they weuld begin to digs And they
neéver dug in yain | :
Tves, but what did they "‘inét, fcaliqh womEn 8 Eothing worth whiley only
iote B8 1HEY &hshn, tHuk wes allt" i st
"’Ehar"é is 8 lox "cbhvers&timl golng om, nesrbya
e “bt Hrasnwia they found one sltiing ups next to him was an iron
e spaen and mfa. At tm head was @ pct._
' “Ha vras jum: veac‘hr to start his supper, when he was cau@tt"
"010 the Khlabmkav evtate the bri&ge wae built over the Rusty Marshes

, ',it sunk m a sazhen dsep, The,,r Biy thet way we s':gaxfxfied on in t_;hose places.
"":“j"'mt wmzld be a niee plaea tu get érmmeﬁ.“..” | :

mrt-, really we almett drmad. One day vaaka Sems,mov comes o




. awaFesse”

my hous®, IListen, he says, I found a little mound nesr Viazovka, not far

from Eniazhe Nive, A nice, round little mound and a light flickering all over
it & treasure trove « no doubt sbout it, Let's organize an artel and dig

it up. Just the two of us won't be able to do ity the mound is rather big,
ahout a sazhen tall, besides it 1s & little fearsome slone, All right, /a

got our artel together and left for thc plagce, The mound was & regular one and
not far from the river, And it was not & simple mound eithery it was laid out
with stones all around, and on top was sand end earthj then cemp brush-wood,

d al:beaﬁy decayeds After that there wes dirt and rotten growth, Wood, charred
and unburned; we looked down, snd eould already see the ground, Vaska was
feeling his way down = there was a sound, that meant wood., He went more to

the right - something eclattered, that means, we were apmroaching. In the
meantime it was gotting darke And then I saw that water was ooczing from the
8ides and alse from the ground below, Vaska and Theodore bent down, feecling
their way with their handsj they hit upon wood, tried to pull it up, but it

aid not move, &5 though someone held it. They pulled again and there it came =

an old boeard, rotten through and throughs And from underneath this 'boa-rd ,..fhe

o UThBE P B Sertrr e tenaly Pheve WRE B Elve Ho Phink &R INe “trac cure
trove, we were heppy to get out of the pit. But when we hit the ground with
the pic'ak, there was & ratiling sound, was 1t & ;ug, who knowst"

"S¢ the water did mot let you get near"?
} _ ; ".Of course not. P79 then, dontt forget, there is a kirbﬁl())f spell
attached to it. Teke the golden garriage in the Beriozovsky pond for instance,
and the five golden bars which were dropped into it. 014 timers believed that
imiclear days they still could be seén. But try and get it, Everybody xnows
_about it, but nobody ean gét it, becnuse of a charm of witeheraft."

."But then Peter of Krasmaya did find a treasure.”

v""'b.li, pe cen, your Peter 1s 8 1iars perhaps he did find something,
‘,.bnt”qv‘em 8o it was pifobably just an old iron pot which the shephérds had thrown

. . ™y do you think 807 It is not only he that teld us about it,
- but peliable people say that he actuslly get it."

1) The legend about the golden carrisge i1s common to the entire locality.
Evidently, the presenee of persons of high stending in that place gave grounds

= for the belief that golden carriages might be found there, just as the legend

: rabg,ét;t; “the Volga bandits led to theories sbout burded boats laden with gold.




;o rdeh, didn't hel ‘It is only we poor pecple thet have to wéay
such clothes that our sinful bodies peep through at the elbows 4 wealthy one",

"omly i€ did not do him much good, which means that he did not kmow the
working of ‘the spells

"Mister, it seoms that therc is a bone under my spade", one of the diggers
i8 ¥re poz'tln

"X went down int¢ the pit, There was the smell of freshly upturnéd soil}j
it felt cool after the heat - the sun is already lighs Indeedy from under the
shovel jubtted oubt & bromisheyellow tibial bome of the same color as the
surrounding gend of the entire mound, as though it had always been only & bone
without any covering,

The position of the skeleton eonld be wholly defined by this bone, We
had to be more gcautious in proceeding with the work, The hands, crossed at
the loins, were uncovered first. The fore-arm had become oxidized and taken
on g preenish color, an Indiecation of the proximity of bronze, which was found
15 ihe thin 1tELs Yhead vraesiot;

";1 bra celotl Look, wlmt & neat Ld:.t.:.e thingl Do you call thet an objeet

’t:bb"" "Hhe expression ; of "L;."m;'; curions who pushing eaeh other, headed
9 LA P

for ,t'lie peak of the burial mound,

A It wes getting dark in the pits The ashies on which the bones were resting

éppeared”of & ,i:‘ieepér blﬁe; the sarthen éyes of the skull seemed 10 have & more
au,steré Qx’gression. The lower jew, extremely developed had sunk to the side
- weighed down with the earth that had settled om it. On both sides of the skull
_were temple rings over two inches in dismeter.
| The eleds of earth excavated by_.t‘he, shovellers fly up. JMale skeletons
; alﬁermte with female ones, Doliéhoeephélous slulls are substituted by
brachycephalcus ones.‘ Instead of spears, axes, swords, knives, wibones,
ahields there come to the f'urface coins, ear-rings,; bracelets, rings,
colored beads, Tremains of braids. Complete eremation gives wey to interment
4n éeate& posture, from tall mounds to small eells (burial in a greve withoub
earthidbek) « An infinite varietyl
| It is with a pleasant sensation of anguish thet one brings to the surface

‘same_”‘an;bﬁue objeect, to be the first one to dissover it, to commumicate directly
',fmth an epaeh 1ong since pessed, 'rhe gray, age~old mist is ahaken' with every
naw s'croke cn’ tha shovel, with emry cut of the erow<bar mn alluring fairy




Slingdont 18 opened up belore your eyesi brocder and risher are the ever exranding
wervelss

IV,

Eer—

It seoems s if the sky was becoming bluer, and the sunapots brighter.

. More penetrating is the Rong of the lark sbove, 4 vast field. The gigantie
forest dominates the horizon with its jagped walle In its lmpenctrable
strongholc~, it hag just aroused ite %afqts = bears, Zyﬂxes, mooseiese, In

the morm,ng tho wide croe’ts rodyr beneath ’c%é sounds of the bﬂrds. The golden
eagle spreads out his wings benenth the sky, TFloeks of eranes £111 the sir
with their eclatter, wild geese float about in Formction. The high rivers
bear up hollow canoes. On the steep banks, protected by bulwark and hedges,
with skulls st on stakes 8y the settlements roll out beéfom our eyess  Here and

there smoke rises frou a villages In the valley the Kurgans stand like lights
houses, oSome of the pounds areé already covered with growth, but there are
also new ones, evenly and cerefully mede. Through the fields we see a file
of people approaching these. ‘ é
- The men wear fur ‘GRPSy mns ; thiek mim T fErne wiAh on #mm\ﬁ# m-"iv

L)

hem, perhaps a yvagmal, . On their fzeet they wear plaited

"=shees mde ef bast or 2 plege of fur in the shape of m niston. Thexr belts

"r-‘are af copper; ‘the. entire household is atbached onto these belts: & coub,
. grindat:ona, -‘binder-'bcm and knmife, The knife 15 not a simple onos; it ig of
ggétié",eraftsmnmp; ‘th.e nilt is nede of)‘east'cdpper#, the leather sheathes
are,,em‘b’ellifshed with ’an odd design, also made of cépper. Regardlesa of the
 pesceful bimes, some of the i wear their swards bartered from some Midmight
visityorg‘a'} There 18 & bvrags“buck‘l'e on the shirt eollar. The flap of the
kaffan, is élso fastened with a buckle on the left shoulder. The rich onés
' i eﬁe_fn*havé their "bﬁ&t&fx’s ‘fastened with & buckle clasp.
On the fore-arm once in a vwhile you seée a ahiny spiral ccfpper braeelet,}
"')an the fingers-thera are vaﬂous rings, some of them of very peculiar shape,
.;"*with an enarmaua n‘hield cwermg the entire joint of the ginger, The tanned
raaéa are-nevem wi‘th stiff bristling ha:;r s hair that could stand being in
‘Vthe aarth for’ seven or elght centuries. ~ And then their tecth - such fipnm,
even teatm . , ' ; |
i 'i?ha ‘bo&y 13 in aitting pOSture on the stretcher, m its best attirs,
_..mmaggbz 3 msa. Keepmg atep with a moderate pace, his stern head nods

L brie ix which the Teeland used to
of tha Bca adinav'ian tm ers traae in the XII Century.




solemly, his crossed arms simnltenoously BTRING pekhind the corpase is
brought the log for the pyre and for the sscrificial goitt and many fowlsy The
women wail piteously. Theoy avre 811 dressed to honor the dead; and whaty have
they not put onl They wear & gokoshnik with little sllver wreathes and
plague-like orpsmenss on thelr heads, Some of then wesr for or leather headi-
goverings; vith tremendous temple rings sewed on the sgides, These are not
ear-rﬁngs, - they would slash their ears with rings of that 8iZe, Around thelir
Hecks 18 o cein on a stringy some of $he fashionable ladies have put on more
than one ©oin, some. of thewm have two and even three together, round and flat
ones, copper and &8 lver.  The beads on their necklsees, although not numerous,
are varied; big-eyed soppor besde, carnellien, glass beads of different colors =
blue, green, pur ple snd yellow, Auber, orys gtal end eopper strings of all kindsj
34 would be impossibie 10O eﬂm;?rato all these ohjeets. 'There are other lovely
pendents worn as uecklaces also - half-moons and crogses imported from Tzar-
Grad WWM and from the Oceidenty
n the bosom and esround the waist are many kinds of brinkilete and
, ‘ ts;;&mﬁsﬁd of metal, playes, eins are somtlues alse 5oy SLERER..
orientel ones o those of the period of Canute the Greab, of Bishop Bruno,
Pénﬁants in the shape ai’ dogs were nowm t0 the Chudj, Livonians snd Kurs,
those in the shape of cats - horrifying ones with their jaws wide open,
; favomte little ducks; lmown to mny Russian ula v,  The young girls wear
rthesa yarious Aemb:}.e;ms below thely wsi;ém, fron which they hang by leather tongs,
ji‘hgling and tiﬁkling with thei.# 1ittle vells as the girls move. A& holy sign
protects the girle 4 |
On- the arms they weer one or two @if forent bracelets, narrow, spiral
; cnés y Bls0 wide ones with 5ngeniou.¢1y deslgned patterns. The teils of their
shirts, and ﬂthmGE the oollars too are tripmed or evbroidered. Some of
: tm, wonicn Wear a little kelfian over ity 8 sort of jerkin, only shorters
: ‘me stretaher is set dowx. A level spob 15 chosen, nté.mpeo. upon &nd
smoothed é\mn, and eovered with dry boards, In the conter the sarpse is set.
: The ‘need has smk J.ifelsssly between the shoulders, the hands are erossed
| wer ’Bhe legs, on the glde is o spear and & POt with gruel., The rosinous
; beardﬂ rise higher and h,;;,her ! coneealing the aesd behind thi em; on top of
o them are seﬁ brush wood and bi.reh bark - the pyre 1s perfect. How wide 2

nope far t.he play of the ﬂrel It rises up in serpemtine ravaiets, dne ean
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smell the sroke.  Ones more the alstere, now aireacy snilow face i jllumined

v

by flane; onco more, for the lagd CAine <) syos sceonod &0 flaghes

Spddeénly socething cracks. Tho pile groans, gparks fly wp thiekly snd

colums of gray smole skreteh skyward, Then the sad, prolonged melodies of

the dirpe begin,. 4 orow, drewn by the oda of burning flesh, approweches the

pile, but now hops eway &t the mournful s ounds, The close reolstives of the
sit’ down forving & oircle, greve dnd solemny bowing thel

gyer gheiy etalisy. - Debind thom the others erowd together «

A
¥

pile tupns into & hesp of coal and &

the centers - Then the spades begin to work, the edrth 15 thrown into the heap
in handfulscervied aven in thelr eout tailss Three or four together roll
gome heoavy granite blocks towsrd the pilej bherc aré many of thegse granite
St Here in the prairie = gray, brown, reéddieh, of all slzes = ihe
tho Silurisn ses. The edges of the p3ie bave bedn smool um: 80
orn 8 circie off ‘oguite repular shape,., e onee were
80y WHO Lu.’ nwow joined the blessed ones, are
g large size md odd ghiepo; these > sel so as Lo faee sunrioe and
v ' red in t‘namved ,éim@im;
_ivheré the afernel and mighty Sun e‘heerfully bogins its day looking over the
” earth - uerree “w blemings of wartth and with it those of fertility.

: The ol s srrow: m-oiclly. The mound ig m@e of pure sapd or solid

61&’3‘ 'sm‘.i, and is not ear’c'h thrown tsgether with roots ar weeds, II they

'_“want' to homor the momory of their relative forever, they shun no wark . but
cover the em:we funeral hiil with turf. They bring water from a neighboring

river, mo:u.,tcm the ‘soil, make 1k dense and firm, as if they sense that soue

’,fé.ay stra.nge cro".nosxrs snd spades mlgbt disturb the as}mq of thelr desr ones.

ndure
-Well a turf hill esn w%t:}wsfm& the fe.n,g of ages. "'119 once wide river with
ii:s qteep banlm hes now hecoms an 1nsignifmant dried shallm gap; the age

elé grgve has disappeqred, but the hill still pointi)to the sky with its tall

v:.e\,cmi.ous paak, as 11 some charm were guarding i te
' T’he earth bank is now roady, a‘oout tvo arshin in helght, There
ithey si:op. Aahes brouc:ﬂtw«mm them from the house are strewn on the hillside,

,ge that tbs "pmit ocf‘ h.‘ne daceased should riot 1lose toueh with his i home hearthe ¢

Vot n—-pmmm : a5

1) Nownds mede ef.‘ turf have proven nf persriable dnm’bility. Evm'-y clot of

. earth has to be taken with en effort; with & strong stroke of the crw«-bar.

. Turf is mere frequemly encountsre& in the Voll.hov I&urgans. Bub=clay is also.
';quite ditrabler. e : S




Wore earth is spread on Lopy theu it is smoothed down 0 4 régular eone shape,
the blocks ot the foundstion are straightened out. 4 legt round, & careful
loek = 811 is finishedl

Lgedn streams of gray smoke rise up into the jgged clouds on the
dusky evening tkye. The flashinglight of the bon-fires glave ups The feast
has begun, The kid has been glaughtered, the brass pots hang over the fire,
They pay honor to the memory of their Kinsuen and shall sit here probably wnbdl
the moon peers out from vehind the forest and rivels the goary flames The
hersute faces boeome more strenge and rugged, thelr beards, 1ips ard brewny
hands gloscy from o0il scem more terrifying. Their knives jiugle against the
bones, there is the clatter of broken pots = now again, through the ealm of
the night, & dirge streams out into the space,

‘The setting moon casts its glowing sheen an the hilt of the gwordy
it gl'ahceu on the beads end eoin nocklaees; the white shirts of the guests,
now on their way howe, look more and more like nebulous white spois in the dig-

tanee, The good name of the deecessed will never diel How e¢ould ity His is

b B ]m-ge tx-ibe, ‘Pmy will held such & fu.neral feast every. 80 of ten for eterni by
SR TUCR 3,__, e 7

tr com'*- ‘ho‘; rll noL 1<x11 Lu ro_m orge the sa _;g,vng Iull. x: gh ebove in uhe
¥ sky, the sagaeious pavens soar in a eirele, then silently they descend, brood
‘ over the remzmnts of the bones of the slaughtered kid and ecelebrate a feast
ofrtheir iNe
SR o .

 fhe rv_aven seés -everything from below the clowl. It looks over the
feonece of the little town whi ¢h pr}ojects on the neighboring hill, The swift
7 ra‘vulet flows like a bright ribben, one of its banks is level covered with
s&-ppy green grags and woms, the other - with hlg;z gteep slopes, canyons,
'sapdy end loamy cliffs. - The aook brook flows down into the river, which 18
not so smell. Merging § thay have su:orcunded the oblong hill, a tight em~

' _meeg m t of which is sbout fowr to fi@ Seldom has nature

'craatea such complete ingenious fortifieation. On this hill the town was

ereated. A’baut two nundred fect were measured from the eape, then & diteh
wes maavktc& ’chrough the hill of which was made & moat and rampart of earth
was ereated. on the rampart they built a fenge of strong stakes, sharpened
. "tm ends and #buck animsl skulls, at times even human skulls on them &s @&

' o ;,_wgming to their enemiesl At the cermers they put up lattice W“’k covered
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SLraw ang reedss Tley built 8 twrret D0 overloolk
he Snemyy L6 was also used for hitehing g high po to vhich & bundle of
buraing straw wag tied, in werning of approaching denger to the entire locality
e town dis only & war settlement snd is not inhabit in times of pesnces The
alsoe ;
paven/sees other sight! Lt was witness when the towm stockade wak afire ind
the battlc went on wi How thev fought snd slew eanch other) How beiling
water pouwred over the inveders) But gll was in valn = the town yieldedl The
raven reomegbers tLhisg wéll - &b provided & full and Jdugeious iLeasie
The vayen als ._ asted ypon the pemaing of rich celebretions Zz.eld on
to offer
god =, tholgh they already wore crossog around their
nesks, they 8till fregquented thell |
And the ravens lhow the fressure troves tool You cavinot £ind theu,

- &

* & R P ERGRD . SR THET « §¥E ¥ 3 &Y TH Wesem " a1 PR O ST, P RS ¥
il you are nop asfquainvec 10 T8 0l0 OoCke BRG WXL TLNgS Sa & Wi Lthems
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These books were written by old people, he treasures Bre

cornersy -’ Not only do the ravens lojow of the treasures, mauy old peoj

<

of them, nevertholess they ﬁlim@%fmdﬁhﬁ 86 trensures, lost probebly there .

= <

R e etk

1) The deseription of the town is taken from nmature. In the countyy of
‘esmpalove Selo there 1s o town masweping exectly the sbove description.  The
excavetlions have brought bo the surfege the rewmslnders o a4 burned stockade
on the vamperts used for dofense, Qi the pite of the town proper, covered wit
woods, only several erudely bullt fire-plases weréd uncovercd. There were no
trupes of habitctiong Pebw to be founds Muwmmerous woeded hills are known €0
the emdire loealitys these nre usunlly eovered with steneg in abundance; et

& depth of 1/4 ta 1/2 ershin coel and ashed aye found in sbundance also. Bub
ne objocta were found in these Wills, There is a legeénd aniong e people that
“ghere wes something”)" people gathered here for prayer’.

£2) SBush Mubks sbout trecsures eré really circulatod among the peoples 1
was ssked by & peéssant to buy sugh a booklety which he himself had ascguired
from an old begaar. The manmuscriph was writton in Russian, Polish amd
EBathonian, The external data are evidently copicd from nature,.

contta.




The rovens alsg saw the old oaks with wide, spreading brovehess the inhebitants
of tlicse vicinities gathere heiy shade to execute thelr eommiral
mattors; they gathored here also on festival days, the old people sitting
around the mighty roots, the young ones dancing the roundelays. Beyond , far
acrosa the neighboriye leke you gould herr them singing 3

On St, John's Eve the bonfive burns cheerily and the young folk in
couples leap clear through it they are now consecrated by this fire

1)

eternal uniony This 4s

Legends still eiroulate about sunken ehurches, about mud-huts occupiedj
by brigands, It is seid that om the churchyard of Gryzov in the cewmty of
Tsarskoye Selo, vhe foundation of the stillsexisting church was leid by Peter
the Great, who after a skirmich with his own hands seb up a wooden oross én
that spots Obviously, oven tha prossic rrovinee of St. Patoraburg 18 alse
“predgecupied with its own antiquityy not to spesk of the beautiful monunents

of the poriods of Catherine and Alexsndeér.

VI
burial mounds, it is lmpossible mot to moilce

The Tirst one is
XI %o the XII eenturyj the second that of the XITT and XIV, The first period
is charaeterized by complete ¢remation or interment of the non-croms ted _
akeleta{n 1n.‘sivttir‘1g postures the details of this interment we have alrecedy
. deserived, i ‘
_ In the upper ‘pért of the carth bank we subsequently reach layers of
: a_@hea, sameﬁimes‘ini:':ea with 'bénés of -aaerificial animalse It has not quite
been detormined whether these aré romeins of & funeral rite, demending the
vflé_ﬁz‘afificatiidn of sshes with the earth during the time of 1ts construetion,
: er whether'thes_e are »re:aaing""qﬁ. the fesasts If these are ouly ﬁrgees of the

; : : A :
1) In the county of Tsepkoye Selo sites sre polnted out where, secording to
.. degend onee upon & time there grew an enormous ocak, where the peopls from :
' surromnding settlemonts used to gather, It is a beautiful high loestion; not
. fap off is a lake, which, judging by the shore~line was very much larger than
L .mowe. Exeavabion brought to the surface the remeins of the thiek roots of
- these ocaksj at some distence from them heaps of ashes about 1/2 seshin thiek
“were discovered ~ the vremaing of ancient bonfires. Among the ashes potsherd
wes foundy although they did not answer the desoription of those bolonging to
. the XII century, they were still not contemporary, According to statements
. made by reliable piople, an old man who died ebouttwenbty years ago, still .
. -premembered the romains of this ocek and how the people gathered here on holidays
%o dengo thelr rovndelayse If this is really so, then how long did the ancient
- ®lavic custom swrvivel s o




gacrificial fesst, then the originel height of the Kurgsens hse inereased
considardbly with time, owing to the fresh layers of earth which wert strewn
gbove the ashess UMounds indicating complete creration have come down to our
age in hemispheriesl, widely spresd elevations with a concentrated foundation
of boulder stones. Intérments in sitiing postures mke a yrether well sustained
mound, but with a segging poak which geve awey mtn the sinking of the bones,
The seeond period(XIIT and XIV centuries) m charaeterized by the
tranefer ‘of the body in the sitting or supine position into & shellowy eartien
tomb, In order to prese:cve the posture of the body in eecordance wi"ch the
then preval 1ing custom, & spall ‘oval hols of such dimensiong wes dug that the
body eould be placed in it in a seated posture, or a heap of stones was erdoted
gimilarly, Sometimes wooden logs served the same purpose. The body was then
covered with the earth dug oubt from the pit together with sandy and afterwards
- the 1ittle elevasion thus formed was covered with the remains of the funeral
feast and ecalsy then an earth bank was seb up with a stone pirele at its
:t‘oumiati-oi;, with espeecially Jerge boulders placed towards the Fast and Weat, -

‘ 1s40e 8t the heaed and feet of the dead. T6 this same period certein intermen’cs

. above the. ‘surface of he grownd end $hoss im a supine position st the level

of t‘*é‘* earth, in which the ash layer of the ?oundzztion was turned into two

piles af ashes at either side of the heads On the top of the burial mounds

b of the type of the seaond period afora-deacribed frequently four-poﬁ nted

- stone crosses were erected; these were of the sow-called Novogord shape.

Ameng the groups of the Kurgans bel onging to the XI1T and XIV ecenturies
: 'bm?ials aometims ceeur in small earthen tombs, not crcwned by &by banksj in
f . ditchas im‘b@a\ded around the surface with a row of bauldara. o doubt, such -
. stone tom‘bs are nothing but ansformad mounds.
' The given descriptions are only a brief sketchy in réality the variety
*_eneemxterea 1s trul;r amazings The solicitude of the kinsfolk for their dear
; departed orzes can he v:vi&ly tvaginads Sovﬁe éf"‘t’hem try £0 mark his grave with
mrti ",:,ly iarge ’omzlders; othors inbed the entire surfage of the bank with
: ’_' nmall pebblasj others, in building the mound, seat the body on & block and
£ mppm't 11: with aplinta. A vivid picture is. ohtained -‘in g description given
s bry Ivanavsk;r, whara & feﬁale skeletcm was found besi&e & zmle one v 1 whioh
n » the female akul’l shwed & tremndms rraetmre 1nf1¢ctcd by en axejy or as in s
._oasa ‘e mx‘m erperi eme, where B ﬁzala skull eovered with old war scars was

70411: tm-ouga, und & femle skeleton was plasoa o his right.




any. wondersd There im eLerisl

| jects Tound in the mounds differ only very slightly from those
the nbighboring londs, prtievlarly from those of the Beltie, as to teeimique,
shape or veriecy of types. HNevertheless we esn iyace a lively barbtor and
gdetermine the existenec of wyarions trades. |
‘ g fow noré my be mentioned which
: Gm?‘ﬁﬂ“!l the natwre of the mm pat wor tday Jire cff the X1 st XT1 centuries,
Bw: wong eceur 5#33?5? 'vlc‘on 1 arve of the Bape type = poap-shaved with & 1cop’g;v
’flag-_-sto—_ncs u¢0 mde of red slate; thelr shepe and material gre identical with
those fotnd i the Lox‘* gl mounds of the Pniepy basin, -
the X ccm,w:’-\
d to 1006l comparigony & funersl rite sindlar to tlet of the
Petersburg province 1s wlso found in the mroviness of pekov, Vitebsl, Smolonsk,
Novgarod snd sowe other mwovinces, Of the antd ties Joown in the Northemn
mnc Central roplong of Russis, the objeets found in the mounds of the Vodsleys
Pi :t¥na ere clos cly releted to thone discovered in the Furgavs of the provinces
rgarod,. botn . Veroalev and Hossow, | Tt 15 not asbontahing o Livd
an abundaunce of mt*’a‘ quitic;'-* of the &s tucfmana, Liyonians, Kura, anlcsrva and
Fimsh C:rmdj s &8 wel}. as of ariantal and ‘%canuinavim character. L
In tbs Nmrgaroé terr* tary,/elonc tha coast, the shares of the Balt*c
mMness ané; upen th@ Volkhov and Ilmn r:wars, LAt Peeh RS
., '1’the highwav of tha hordea of! "Varencrians" firning inte "Grocks”, Bearing in
4 wénd the ccmtmuwm ow mtal ﬁnfmx from Mu and the tide of Skan-
; ,_jd:’x.navia:zﬂ cu,li;nre £rom tho Horth, thﬁ var* sgation of eultursl inf luenees among
the Slavs of ﬂovgoroﬂ becomes quit;e clear.' »Thi& éiver33.ty here is no‘r inferior
"‘t.o t’mb of the ac:uth, a0 t:"‘at cme camot very. well expeet fo find homogeneity
am.. o unifarm mzig:m amang tha awmws £ ound *n t.he tumuli af': the aﬁ‘Petevqu~
ww&ntse, ’t‘he edhp‘! oer“ti en of wh dn camod: bv fmv means be r»qgrrded as complated

}as W*F: thﬁre 5_3 qtill mah detai}. vror!r to be ﬁmé, Whiuh will elaborate the

LB Yc«l ga i‘:ﬁom Kurgzm m} hurgan, from onﬂ group to the ather.
_goadumtura& cﬂwﬁ warwhem, +he same aavinbs and e gsts, The boiling ewm
_ wa;y to‘a’?rafreshmg mmq Gusta of wind aweep by more oftmf e rod
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hegins to age and swellj the leoeves are turning yellow, the clouds lower sbove
in gray Lopaz masses over the horizon - you sense the auturm. The best time for
execavating ig the months of lMay and June up to SteJohn's Day, up to mowing time,
and later, after the sowing m s been done)and part of Septembers

The tubes of paint are thinned, the albums and sketeh pads are
filled snd aswollenj the diary is full of copious notes, deseriptions of exeava-
tions, legends, superstitions, tales, Perhaps even an ancient tune hag been
;qt ted down, Iif 1t has had the fortune of escaping perversion into ons of the
tid/gaa:bﬁ_ng{orzg;s, mlitery or factory feshion., (mo can also find here {mmortali-

zed the pherisaism of some représentative of the loeal anthorities with regerd
to the preservation of antiquities. I },ﬁve likewise rade notes on the destruect-
ion of interesting tombs during the construction of roaeds, There is migh
matverial of £ll sorts; images eri 8@ berlore the immer vision, pidtures take on
definite form and shepe. It is time to turn homeward,

From the fresh outside air you are thrown into & dusty railroad
'cdmpértment.- Acrid smoke ereeps in through the windewjy lawps and ach trays
peund out so;m HNor am 1 brightened. by the sight of.‘ a gentleman 1n a
% shiny Bilk nat ’ith a bocul* arly M mov"tache :‘ior- "a‘ 2t of an snomi s
.,_“young lad;v With 8 tremendous,@mghmm@é hat W M L
i sanse af boredom everwmlma me. _
: ir there still exist a muber of things whieh permit us for &
s ¢ 2 dc W ‘wision
‘._mamem, at 1easf;, to eaeapszfrom tha paa:.- of daily existenea, mit our oy
to travel beycnd palages and the smoka stacks of girantic factories - then

,f."grf‘e"hagelogy must have & definite -plaee among the a‘e_-thix‘;_gs,

197«?/ |




