March 28, 1934.
Mr, James L. Stephens, e
Coastal Plain Experiment Statiem,
Tifton, Georgla.
Dear lMr. Stephens,

I expect, within the mext few days, to wire you that final plamns for the
Orientel Expeditiom have been made end that you are included emong those togo.
Certein of the diplemetic details are yet to be werked out, but the plan is now
to have you end MacMillan go end pessibly ome other, leaving this country not later
than the 15th ef Mey, and pessibly earlier. Iam hoping thet Dr. lacMillen cen re-
turn to Weshington by the middle or end of next week to go actively to work on plans
here. We will want you to come to Washington as soon as possible to work with him,
This is just e werning in advance so you cem be getting your own plans in shape
end cen eome up here, but of course, you are close enough so you could return to
Georgie in the meantime o complete your personal arrangements. I would like to
heve you up here to stert with Dr. Hacliillen se that certain other things could get
under way, then with these started you could retura home %o camplete your personal
affairs.

I em sorry thet we haven't beem able to give a more definite word sooner,
but it hes been end still is e ticklish project to handle. I em locking forwerd
to seeing you here.

with best wishes,

Very sincerely,
Knowles A. Ryerson
Chief of Pureau
Coples to:

Mr. Merrison
Dr. Pieters



Glen Dale § Md.
April 23, 193¢,
lr. Enowles A. Ryersom, Chief,
Bureau of Flant Industry,
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Wllhl.ngbﬂ, D.C.

Dear Kﬂ“l“p

Please excuse me for delaying to write you soomer and giving you the names
and addresses of the two Russiems in Herbin, Menchurie which I thought lir. lec-
millen would be interested in meeting end whe perhaps, if still there mey be in a
position to assist him in comnection with his agricultural expleration work.

Mr, B.W. Skveortzow
1176 Potshtoveya St.
I-Itrhin, Manchurue.
Mr., V.V. Golubzeff,
#1Putevaye St.
Harbin, Menchurda .

The first gentlemem is the best botanist I met in Manchuria and ies well posted
on the region and in regerd to the egricultural crops as well eas the wild flora to
be found there.

Mr. Golubzoff is e highly educated gentlemen who speaks French fluently.
On & mumber of occasions he acted as interpreter for us, beth in Harbia and in the
field.
I will eppreciete the kindness, in case Mr, Macmillen meets these
gentdimen if e will give them my wermest personsl regerds. I wish the espedition
goed luck and every possible success.

Very sincerely,
Howard

7 | de
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Dr. H.G. MacMillan, April 25, 1934.
1726 5th Avenue,
Los Angeles, Califernia.
Dear lscs

Dorsett has just semt in the eddresses of the men in Mamchuria, end I em EES
inclosing a copy of his letter containing them.

Things ere moving aleng fast here in some directioms. I have moved up my
Puerto Ricamn +trip so as to be back here before you sail. I plan to be back on the
evening of the 1l4th, though it might be a day later. Morrison will meet me in
Miemi end we plan to go over Chapman field together before you get awmy, so that if
there are eny last minute things you may desire, we shall be on the job.

I have not heard from the radio people yet, so I mn going to follow up today
to see what hos happened.

I spent last Saturday in New York, and saw George Roerich and teld him as
I told the Secretery, thet in ocase of any differemces of opinions which would involve

neck and Stephens’~ thet after ell they are the only mecks you have= you would

be free to do what your own judgmenmt dictated. I reiterated again that the expedition
should confine iteelf %o Manchoukue proper. Dr. Reerich pointed out that Jehol was
e considereble part of Manchoukuo proper. I told him that that may be from e
Jepenese point of view but net from a Chinese point of view, but we wish to stay
in what was formerly Maaehuria, end im the northern part. I slso teld him that we
has written Dr. ¥ aloi for smy belanicsl essistence you may wish for the expedition.
Dr. Roerich wms very positive in his stetements about there being no difficuljy or e
even differcnccs of opiniong.

I was uneble to mole delivery of the two revolvers beceuse there is a police
reguletion which does not permit Fiele to sell or deliver in New York without a
permit, se they ere being semt here end we shall forward them slong with your other
equipment. I shall have Joe find out frem the Mmbassy Jjust what papers you will
need for the eutry of these firearns. They would be the types of permits that the
Reerichs had in New York and which they obtained at the Japanese Consulate. You
could probably get them from the Consulate in Les Angelee or San Francisco, but if
you can get them here it will savs you that ruech.

I have not seen Joe the last two or three deys te see how the supplies are
ecoming elong. He brought his wife back from the hospital yesterday. She is recover-
ing repidly and we are all very much relieved.

I shall have additional things to be writing you the next few days before I
get eway. I am looking forward to hearing from you by the emnd of the week, but I
imapine you are busy getting some of the field metters out of the way before you

leave.
Very sincerely,
Kol w!m
Chief of Bureeu,
Adr mail-special delivery 4/25
Copy to lir. Merrison.
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ﬂll w 5' IMI
lr. Cabot Coville
Consul, Americen Consulele,
Herbin, lanchurlie.
Dear lir. Gﬂill!,

You have doubtleso heerd through Sete Depertment chemnels, that we are
sending botaniste into Jepan and Manohoulkuwo, To work ospecially on grasses from the
drier end more mortheran reglons towerd the IHingen mounteins, end also on plants that
might bo useful for imsecticidal pumposes. Ve heve two bigh projects on now, one in
comnction with erosicen comtrol end improvement of our western ranges, two inseperable
problems, and the other, the securing of substitutes for lead arpencte in the spray
used on fruits and vegetebles. Ve received an increase in our figsle  exploration
funds for the former project, and e Publie Works allotment for the latter, go that
we ere emberking on studles, und the collecting of plamts useful for These purposes
abroad is part of our program.

Dr. H.G. Mackiilan end Mr. J.L. Stephons are sailing on lay 18th, for Tolye,
for this work. They ere reguler plent workers of this Bureau. They will join there,
Mr, Nicholas de Rosrich and Drs Ceorge de Reerich, of New York, who will also be on
this work because of thelr femilierity with the logol dialect. Dr. George do Rocrich
will be working om drug plents especially, treusleting reforences manuseripts where
references to suoh plauts may be found. Doy Haciilllan will retura o Veshington during
the fell apd winker, Vo are plumning o lewve ils Stephens over Jor cuother season
and shall probubly semd auother Lotenist out to replace Dr. laciilllun,.

Aay essisbance or cvurtesies you may be able Lo exband %o owr people to
make their stay as effective aus pocelble, wili De greaily appreciated by all of us here.

Vory simcoroly,

heide llycrson
Chiel of Dureau.

Copios tos
My, Morrisen
Ir. Piotors {fﬂr 6. o Et-ipﬂm)
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gaformal liay 6, 1934.

- Comsul Genmeral,

Tolgyre, Jepen.
Dear Eir
You have doubtless heerd through reguler chammels, thet we are plaxning to
send botanists mnmmmum.mmmu-urmu;wmmﬂ
other plants useful for soil erosion as woll as range improvement work, and also
their possible velue for insocticidal purposes.

Dr. HoG, lacliillen and iir, Jele W are salling on the 848+ President
Hoover from Sen Franciseo on liay 18th, for Tokye, and will get in touch with you on
errival, Thoy will jein there lir. Nicholas de Roerich and Dr. George de Roericli, who
have already left for Tolye, and who are acoompanying Dr. Maciillen end lir. Stephens
beceuse of thoir familierity with liongol dislect and thelr expericnce in traveling
in thet part of the werld. Dr. George de Roerich be studying drug plents and trans-
leting various Mongolian menuseripts Yo get leada on s that might be useful to
supply insecticidal meterial. This problem is particulerly acute at this time because
ntthu&riﬂagadmtm:ﬂm“lnwmfmﬂunnﬂﬂguhhlu-

The studies will be limited %o lManchouluc, and especislly the nerthern
portion, as we are amxious Lo get plembs from as fer morth as possible, especially
grasses that mey be useiul em the high plateaus of
eroes vhere it is dry emd hot in swmer and oold in winbter,

Dr. Mackillen will be returing to Beshington in the fall or winter, end
plans for the repeinder of the party will be determined by the results of this
soogon's work. We shall probubly send out ancther botendst to take the plece of
Dr. Hacliillan. :

Any courtesies you moy ho eble to extend o our men to make their
gbudies oo erfective as possible, will be grently apprecinted.

i

o

Vary sincerely,

Koie a:;’-ﬂ"m
Chief of Bureau
Coples to:
lir. Horrison
Dr. Pieters (For lir. Stophens)



4 [ »
1:‘;-“? -

mhs

Dr. HoG. Maclillen, My 5, 1934.
1725 5th Avenue , Loe Angeles, Celifornie.

Dear Moc:

Dr. Falrechild's youngest daughter, lemey B.Feirehild, is seiling fer the
the Oriemt the second of June on the Empress of Banade leaving frem Vancouver,
and will be arriving in Yokohame on the 18th, seme time after you will have
gone te Harbin, as she is going to spend some time with her cousin, ome of
the Groesven or girls whe merried e son of Dr. Coville, who is now the Censul
et Harbin.

- I told her that you and Nr. Steveng, anfl the Reerichs as well, would
be glad to help her in amy way pessible during her skay, if the occasien
arises. She had rather hoped that you would net be leaving Tokyo so soon as
she is going with friends as far as Tekye, and hes no provisions for geing frem
Tokyo to Harbin. She will probebly land in Herbin before you take to the field
so that you and Stevens can meet her and become acquainted. By that time yeu
will heve met Coville and his wife; of course they lmow & goed many department
people. I den't recall whother I memtioned te you that he is Censul there,

as a matter of fact, I thought he had been moved and was no longer lecated up
in that area.

With best wishes,
Very sincerely,
K.A. Ryerson

Chief of Dureau.



nhs Mey 5, 1934.

MEMORANDUM FOR IR. ALLANSON.
Dear Mr, Allanson:

If it hasn't elready beem started, please have the regular letter sent to the
Sote Depertment esking that they notify the Americen Imbassy in Tokyo that MacMillen snd
Stephens will seil en liay 18th, on the 5.5, Presldent Foover, ond give the date of their
arrival at Yokshems, else esking thet the sustomery courtesies be extended to fecilitate
their passage through customs. Please esk thet the comsul at Yekohama also be notified
go thet he may be on the lookout for them. This should probebly be eabled %o insure its
arrivel in IEP].'E time.

Very sincerely,

Chief of Bureau.



To American Embassy, Tokye June 1, 1934.
1. Roerich is leader, mot a citizen, net previously mown.

2. Consulstes at Kobe, Dairem, Mukden end Harbine Reoerich mot & e¢itizemn, and in
view of this, diplematic and consuler offices not expected to do anything for him
thet would embarrass then or goverument. Authorizes offices to extend appropriate
ené practicable sssistance to cltizen members et thelr request,

3. Not ddpifed thot comsular and diplemstie officials request Japanese or Manchukuo
Govermments for armed guerd} outside Japanese empire (or in Manchukuo itself,
or territory under sovareignty of China or Russia).

frem Acting Secretery Fhilllips.
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Department eof Statc

In reply refer to FE 102,7 302 June 30, 1034.
lecliillen and Stephens.

My dear MNr, Secrotary; :

I have recelved your Department's letter of Jume 9, 1934, advising that
Hesers. Howard G. MaoMillan and James L. Stephens, mow in Tokyo, Jopan as members of
an expedition chavged with conducting bbbanleal studies om behalf of the Depariment of
Agrioulture, plan to visit that part of Turkesten pituuted in the Soviet Unlon and if
eondltions pormit, o aross over in Chinese Turkesban, Approciation was expressed for
luuhaalhah:cuthhw-lshthlnhhtammtﬂa
connootion, It 1s noted, however, that eccording to your letter of June 28, 1984, only
lr, aclillen now pians to make wheb trip.

This Department has informed the imericen Fmbassy at Moscow by telegraph of
the desire of lir. Maciiillan o visit Soviet Turkesten and has requested thet the
Embecoy extend all appropriate asslsbimos. In addition,the Depertment has instructed
the Americen Legetion et Peiplug Uy telegraph to reguest the Chinese Govermment to
comminicate to the Simldang authorities authorizetion for iir. Macliillans entry at the
border and for tho facilitation of his travels after entry. The Legetion was also
requested to talze steps to inform Mr. Maolillen in regard to the Chinese vise requiree
ments for emtiy inbto Chiamess Gerritory.

Referring to your call en Juno 22, aund o your letter of Juns 28, 1934, in
regerd to leswsi's. Licholus and Ceorge Reerioch, the Depertment is suppiescmting its
previous instruchions Uo diplomatic and counsular officers lu Jepen eud China by e fur-
ther telegrephic instruction teo the effeot tiwt the non-Americen members of the
expedivion, €8 nenburs of an officisaliweriven expedition, tre of cowrse eutitled to
appropiriete assistence.

Sincevely yours,
Wdldidews Pniliipe



July 7, ]?954 A.Ji. 11 23
Knowles Ryersonm,
Care Stophen N Wiyokoff
Spokene Washington
Have conferred with Phillips end through him with Hornbeck end find they have no more
objections or feers as to travelling Rey Hele than any other pert of Manchurie Stop Have
inspeoted Erlsmsons Rainfall and Temperature mops and em convinced ef hotenicel desire

ability of Ceorgss suggestionStop Therefore request you eable George QuoteSuggestion
your airmail concurred in Unquete Sign my meme if you wish

H.,A. Tallace
Copy *to Herrisen. -
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Spokane,
J‘I.ll!. ?'. 193‘&'

Mr. B.,Y. H‘rriﬂﬂl.
In charge of Plant Exploration and Introduction,
B ureau of Plent Imdustry,

“I-Ihhgbﬁﬂ E.C.
Dear Ben,

I am enclosing herewith a letter just received, forwarded from our appartment,
and coming from Roerich, The letter was very disturbing es it was the distinet unders
standing that the expedition was o keep out of the Jehol provinces, ae this is one
of the disputed provinces outside of what wes old Menchuria. I discussed it agein with
the State Department & short while age when the cable came through from Tolyoe. I called
up Seoretary Wallace this morning end he suggested that we should eable to hold the
expedition to the original plan. I heve received & telegrem {rem Secretary Viallece, with
which you ere prebably familier, stabing That he had conferred with Phillips ofthe Skate
Department, and through him with Lornbeck, and thet they heve mo more objections or
fears as to traveling in the Jehol provinces, or any other part of Mamchurla., A copy of
the Secretary's wire is enclosed.

I evidently did not make uwysclf ¢lessr over the phone that Reerich was not
esking permission or requesting confirmation, consequently I have not cebled as the
Secretary suggested, but will write bim in & few aays and send you e copy, as the party
mey be on its wey. A confirming cable would hiardly soem meceessry.

If you recelve any letters frem Meclillem, kindly forward me copies eir meil,
Sincerely,
Knowles &. Ryerson,
kar /i Chief, Bureau of Plant Industry,

En.,
Airdeil



Sunday August 11,1934,

s
I heve been back here o week tomorrow efter a dizzy six weeks out in the mid end
to youlong since. They copled some of
letters that you had sont im and I recdived them in Pasadena when I got there. 1
mach of the detall of the job yoursklfibut I
em not surpriseds The rest of the perty should have stayed in T olyye until you end Stee
and worked on the detalls along with you and cleared the

path
have received but one comumiostion froam George Reerich end that telling

that errengements wore about complete to go ixdo Jehel, I took the metter up with the
Secretary as in our previcus counversations we had dooided we did not want ¥o get imte
this sree mor did the Stete Nepertment soem to went us near thers. The Secreatary took
it up with the Stats Dopurtment end this time they had no objection to our having men in
Jehol mere than amywhere else in lenchoulme, but I cuspect a deuble meaning there.
However, you ero & long wuys off sud by the bime you get this you mey be in and out of
Jehol. I received your cable sbout being eble to handle the weak seeds lator this month.
I do hope you huve some luck im getting some collsctiens after all the hard work and
Mupp::tha?ta you have had in gotting started., Wo'll get you decorated with the Fir
8rder i

The trip west was imteresting bub stremuous, and rmch of the time it wms over 100
a report came in fram our Nops Xanses Statlon this week stating they had 16 daeys in July
in which #hc Temperature wes 108 or more, snd 1% 4 abill geing mlemg that way out there
right now. Corn priees ere up around 85 and #6111 clinbing, the orép iz dowm to one
third its normel end moy go 85111 lowers The drouth is u national calemity of the
first magndtude, I didn't gebt indo Yos ingeles at all, wes home but overaight, the
first Saturday we got South, then went ou te Arizone and Ubah with Tuswell end party,
then csme beek end hed o Sundey and Menday the letter spamt conferring with Thackery
ané Nerbert in Pasedess, golns on to Riverside the wemt day emd then cest, I spemt last
Sundsy with Richoy ot Colundus, ke is sllll out end wen't be book until next Saturday
or Sundey. I have been dovm here et the office atil day tedey working on & reprt on
emergensy cctivities the Sceretery vants tomorrew, we got the request Fridey afternoom,
sugpost thet the Pregident wanmts acme dope on how things are going new thet he has come
back, Om top of that I have beem werking on hudget ostimates most of 'en wemt inwhile
I was ewvey but they left same of 'em for mo to rousd out so it has been & busy but quiet
Sundey, no Aunterruptions, It hes been het and sticky bubk a young cloudburst is just
overicad cad has coolcd things off e lot. 1'11 head home and write & letter or two
there and spend the evening reading for a change get & little memiel ventilation before
tomorrow, |

The Seerctory wsksd me to tell you ho is very amxious that you work very
closoly and cooperato with the Reerlchs in overy way, I told him you left with overy
intontion of dolng s0. I hoven't seen eny lottors that mey have come to the Seoreséry and
don't lmow what mey heve boem weitten but I assurad the Seorebéry that you would pley
the pano to the 1imit bubt that you had to go ahead on your own on & lot of these matters
for the Reerichs had not remained to mest you as wes plamned, and that the enly way to e
;ltﬁthﬁ.ngldmmtuduthmuamnmﬁalmu&umwualfﬂmtympm
could go sheed. I have beon amszed ot the press conments. Timo carried ex eccount of the
investiture of the Mmperor. You are certeinly having « diplomatic row to hoe. I will be
interested in hearing things from firgt hand vhem you return this winter. Westdver

gt

§
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and Enlow mey be back here before you leave the Oriemt, but that should not make any
difference in your plans for returning via Russia and visiting the herbariums there and
telking over the potato work with Vavileff and his workers. Exchange is terrific, how=
ever so you wont want to spend too much time there I imagine, that is one of the
ecompliceting facters in the present expedition. They will probebly come beck and go
over to Persia and Turkey or some other region sarly mext spring. Archer is in South
Mmerica on the imsecticide plemt work. I hope still to send Reck om his trip this winber
if possible.

We are moving over to the Westchester this coming month. Eme is #till in
Californie amd I will get goved over before she comes back. I called your wife from
Pasadena, c¢idu't get & chence te try out the new dpt. Ford., Will deo that next time.
Have mot looked through umy telescope but emce so far, will have & Dbetter place
next time you come and I81l stert you on your estronomical waye

There are & lot of things I went your help ou back here when you roturn wish
you were here now in meny ways for I could keep you busy, well the momths fly by and
winter 1s not so far off at that. Heaeringes befere the budget director start the 17th
of next méuth.

I am still hoping to get dowm to Labrador for & short stay and am hoping te
get Ben to go alemg, he is awey this week, but that isn't eumocugh, he has hed a tough
time of 1%, for I certoinly gave him scwe tough problems to crack and 1t has been a
very trying smummer. We will be gome two weeks, eatching a boat dewn the Dt.

Lavrence from Quebee after seeing the potate work at Presque Isle.
Must ring off neow for the time and run elong home see you sooen via letters.

Enowles

P.S. (By hend) Thet memo of the Reerichs re the organization of the expedition is
their own idez.
Are they definitely expectliiug o go on to Indla as some of the
Press notices soemed to indicate?
On the face of things now whea do you figurs that the work
this season will close im Memchoukue? VWhen yhll you plan to drop down To Nankink and
Shanghai? Reck will be leaviang in WNevember if we send him.

¥ill write agein soen
Heestily,

Knowles.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
- Pureau of Plant Industry
Washington
Flant Exploration and Intrcduction Hailar, Manchuria

August 20, 1934

Fr. Xoowles A. Ryerson,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Knowles:

The month in Hailar is coming to an end, and before
long it will be neecessary to think about other plens.
After the preliminary shake down things went elong fairly
well here, The Japanese I brought elong were most useful,
end I can think of no one who would have done ue more good.
Yhatever the Russian botenists know about the Manchurian
plents, they know little more then Dr, Sato at best, Ee
left some days ago, but not before we had located and
ngmed everything we will be able to gather, After leaving
Hailer Sato went to Manchouli for a few days. ¢(n his re-
turn he sald that there was nothing new at Manchouli, and
not such satlsfactory colleeting ms here. JFrom the trips
we have had out on the plains I sm satisfied that we will
heve secured practically everything the ecountry affords in
the type of plant we want., Thers is an sdded advantage
here, I think, in thet some of the ravines that load dowmn
to the river plain is quite rich in vegstation, and there
is much to be found in a short distance, I have put it
down to the sheltering effeet from the wind, The seeds
are not blown away as they ripen, 0Of ecourse the seadz that
blow from the plains must lodge somewhere, bnt either the
lodging is very scant, or the winds wither and destroy the
seedlings. The ravines are the same soil as the plains, a
fairly fine sand; and they do not seem to show amy signs of
excess moisture. None of them are any deeper than what you
can shrew your hat out of, but the wind subeides thero and
gives the seeds a foothold. Among the seeds we will gather
are some whieh I think are new to us, end sorw which should
be veryruseful, You will be disappointed at the quantity;
I am myeelf; yet I think they can be multiplied et home with
less expense and trouble than we can go to a further search.
Looking over the plains shows only the few we have found
here, and I am satisfied to have settled in this one spot
and made a more thorocugh job of it. It may well be thut the
apring or early season would produce something we heve not
seen, but for persistence the latter ones may be more useful.
The hay that comes into town to be sold around the horee
market has many of the grasees and vetches on our liste All
of them seem to be grazed where animals have a chance to eat.



¥r. Knowles A. Ryerson, No, 2 August 29, 1934

It is time to make some definate plans about the coming
winter, and to think sbout the spring and summer to come. 48
you know, I will return to Harbin from here, and my estimate
is that 1t will be about the middle of September when we get
away, There are some willow and apple cuttings whiech I want
to get, and hope to have them harden off by that time. Frost
i1s not fer away, and when it comes I am sure it will be very
positive, Wintor sets in with little delay after the summer
has gone, In harbin I am expeoting to get some seed from
the Russian botanist that I asked to put his boys to work,
and while they mavy not be as drouth resistant as the plents
here, may have something useful emong thems From there I
will return to Hsinking to meet the officiels again, stop at
the SHR Experiment Station en route, and return to Dairen,
There it will be necessary to make the rounds of the Kwan-
tung Covernment and the SMR, for it is entirely due to thsir
help that we got any where at all., I can see no point now
in returning to Tokyo, and unless I have word from you %o do
go, will not go back there, ¥rom Dairen I expect to push
off for Shanghal., My guess on schedule is that I should get
to Shanghai during the first week in October, certainly be-
fore the tenth of the month,

What your program is for me in China I 4o not know, The
plans we made last syring may have changed. lMNor was there
any very definate plan to its Tou were going to send nme the
correspondence with Rock, but I have never recsived it, He
may have made suggestions that have altered your entire cut-
looks The whole thing, as I see 1%, will have to be taken
up afreah, and considered on the merits of the moment, You
wanted me to see Larason, and I think it ecan still be done
thiz fell, either at his place at Pangkiang, or in reiping
in ease he is down or sbout to come down for any reason at
all, Where Roek is, and what he e¢an suggest is another very
vital matter, He may have started for Yunnan, and it may be
necessary to chase after him. The plan 1a, I presume, to
make arrangements forr work in Chinese territory rext sumuner,
and that may be more of a job than you realize, In all of
these matters I noed sarething to go on. As the eenter of
information, and rocal point for it, you can make more good
sugpestions than anyone else, and you can see that I need

whatever you can pass One

There is sotething you may not know, I believe all of
these arrangements have become much more difficult to make
than has ever been the case befores China is in a very dis-
turbed state, and there is so mueh intrigue of all kinds go=-
ing on, that one has o work quite & while to be understood
ond their motives eppreciated., 1 do not think the State

/;315?;( 74
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Mr. Knowles A, Ryerson, No. 3 August 29, 1934

Deportment gave us very much or very useful informetion in
Washington, That may have Leeu besause we did not know

vwhat to esk for, or becmuse we were not more specifie in

ocur plans, OSinge being in the fisld I have put 1t down to
another reason, I think there is a lot they do not lmow,

it is true they feit they could give me no help, or at best,
a minimim on aceount of the Roerieh entry into the picture,
but ¢n other things I have not felt they were toc well in-
formed, They may keep track of the lerger movementa, mey
know what shifts there have been in the bean population, the
murher of carpet tacks and sutomobile tires the other export-
ing nations are tryving to slip in sghead of us, Their diplom-
acy may be perfeet. Nor do I moan to sey that they will not
do what they can when it i1s possible to do enything, Vhet I
meen ie that we have to roct out @ lot of the facte, the men
in the local govermuent departments, end dlscover the waye to
get what we require. All of that takes time, I can see vory
well that I c¢an spend aome time in China getiing lined up for
work next soring, getting the requirsd information together,
and making the acquaintance of the people whoe can and will
help us.

Another -problem is what to do with Mr. Stephona, He was
a good choigbe for the gress work, seems to lnow the grass
habits, and has displeyed a good deal of energy and intelli-
gent intereat in the whole grass problem. But except as a
witneas he hus not been rmueh help on the other arrengementa.,
The plau to setile down at some monastery and translate scme
treatise on bhotany or epgriculture has more merit than sense
%o 1t, These languages are not easy. I have yet to ses any
of the loecal peonles who understood each other vary well., The
Japanesse cartainly do not uaderstand eaech other with any real
assurance, There 18 always doubt as to what one means wheh
he apeaks, as you would see by observing them for a while.
Unless there is going to be a continued studious effort on
Stephensa part to go in for Chinese, the initial effort would
not be worth while, To sit around Chira for six months will
add nothing to the »rogram either, Iie has nothing to offer
toward a solution, BSo far as esconomy goes it would be Just
as well to have Lim come home and work on the seed that are
being sent over; propagate some of them, and learn a few of
the facts that might be useful in the fields I do not think
than can be done over here. In addition, there might be a
kelpful morale elexent so for as he is concerned in having
him come home, Certainly it would be no more expenasive than
having him remain over here untll the season setarts up again,
However, you may have already made scme sugegestion about it
whieh will turn up in the mail one of these daya.

I do not know what the upshot of the Roerich affair may
be, and it is as likely as anything that I am coming home too,
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as soon a5 I can get pulled out of here. IMothing about
that affair wouid surprise me., No doubt they and their
patron will agree thnt I handed them pretty drastie treat-
ment, and will feel obliged to do something about it,.

I wigh you would write me at Shenghal as fully a2 you can
what you want me t do further. I will remein there until I
hear from you, &8 I think there will be plenty of occupy me
for some time after I reach there. The mails will reach
there more quiekly than here, and any reasonable attention
to the matter should provide an answer by the $ime I need
is$. I think there is a U, 8, Navy radio station there, and
that mesaages can be sent by apvlying to the proper persons
in Washington. Howaver, I do not recommend cables for any
genersl. ramarks, unless you use the State Department code,
and even then it runs into an uncomfortable expense,

There will be other matters I will have wished brouvght
to yvour attemtion, I know, but this will he sufficient to
glve vou a elue to my present needs.

With best regards from us %o all ccncerned,
Sineerely yours,

He G« Mackilllan

Ps Sa
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I have made no reference to seeing Westover and Enlow

in Rusesia, The little that has drifted in from various
sources indicates that they had a difficult time getting
under way. All the professions of friendship that the Rus-
sians make seem to come to an uncomfortable end. I will
depend entirely on you, of eourse, to decide what shall be
done about my seeing them, In case I go across Siberla it
might be well enough to start from Vliadivostok and go around
the Amur country, just to get a congception of it. I know
now what to expect between Harbin and Borzya. It will depend
somewhat where they are to be found, and whether the railroad
is functioning as it should by that time of year,.

If it is proposed %o work over toward Tibet next year
you will depend on Rock for the plan of work, I presume., In
this connection there is a very good sumary of the political
situation in Tibe$ in a new monthly published in China called
"Oriental Affairs”, I think in the August number, It has seemed
%o me that there might be a chance of getting something good
from the Himeleya country, going into the higher regions north
of India. The elevation would add some hardy element to the
local grasses, and the southern exposure would not be too much
for our needy regions. To do that I presume one might get on
the best by making contact with the British out of India, for
they have some concessions of a sort.

Ags & general round-up of stuff in this region, the winter
might offer something in Australia, I think the last I eould
find was that the chances there were not so good, but I do not
know what eould be suggested by people who are better acquainte
ed there.

My feeling is that we lack a great deal of intimate in-
formation about any of these places, not so much from the
scientific aspects as from the personnel, the method of
approach, and the polities involved, The world is no longer
as it once was, and I think we encounter that fact less at
home than anywhere else, I think too, that it might profit
a good deal by knowing who can do things for ue in various
parts of the world, and keep well enough in touch with them
8o that their local travels ¢an be used to our adventage, 4
little stuff coming in from time to time would not be so very
expensive, and often it is the acecidentel or opportune collector
who runs on something whiech is most wrth while. But unless
you think I am getting too expansive, it might be better to
wait and talk about such things,

Mag
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September 17, 1934,

¥r. Cabot Coville,
American Consul,
Harbin, Manchuria.

Desr ¥r. Coville:

As WecMillan and Stephens will have informed you, when their
part of the field work in Manchukuo is completed, we plan to have
MacMillan return to this country end Stephens to remain for further
field work with Rock, if he is able to carry out the plamns for the
$rip that we hoped he ecould make this coming season. We have written
MacMillan to be sure, before he and Stephens leave, that everything
has been done, so that whatever material in the way of seeds, herbarium
speeimens, photographs and reports that may be sent in by the Roerich
section of the expedition will get into the right channels and be
forwarded through the Consul, in order that there may be no possible
loss through misunderstanding or using the wrong channels, 1 shall
appreciate i% very mueh if you and your staff will also look after
these matters after LackMillan and Stephens leave and assist in the
way of packing and labeling, if desired, and also in the making out
of sccounts and of handling government forms, so that there will be a
minimum of difficulsy in their operating under govermment conditions
and regulations.

I do not know what the final plans will be for the Roerioch
seetion of the exredition. As soon as they have been seitled, I will
advise you.

We greatly appreciate the assietance and cooperation you have
extended our various representatives who have been working in
Benehukuo. Flease extend our thanks to your staff as well and, if
in return we ecan be of any assistance to you at any %ime, kindly let
us Knows

Very sinecerely yours,

K. 4, Ryerson,
Chief of Buresau.

125 1580



—

s INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS

'S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Information
Press Service

WASHINGTON, D. C.

RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION
OCTOBER 21, 1934 (SUNWDAY)

PRESIDENT APPOINTS SECRETARY WALLACE
PLENIPOTENTIARY TO SIGN FOERICH PACT

President Roosevelt has appointed Secretary of
Agriculture Henry A, Wallace, as United States plenipotentiary to sign the Inter-
American Treaty on the Roerich Paci, for the protection of artistic, scientific,
historical and cultural monuments., This Treaty has been drawn up by the Pan
American Union in accordance with the unanimous resolution of the Pan American
Conference at Montevideo recommending that all the American govermments adopt
the Roerich Pact for the protection of culture,

In regard to this appointment, Secretary Wallace issued the following
statement: "I am deeply gratified to have been named by President Roosevelt to
sign for the United States this important document in which I have been interested
for many years and which I regard as an inevitable step in infernational relations.

"The Roerich Pact, which forms this Treaty, provides that all museums,
cathedrals, universities, schools, libraries and other cultural sites be registered
by the nations and marked by a Banner — known as the Banner of Peace -— which
designates them as neutral territory respected by all signatory nations., This
pact owes its conception to the versatile genius of Nicholas Roerich, one oi the

grestest figures and true leaders of contemporary culture, s
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"In many ways the history of the Roerich Pact i3 analagous to that of the
Red Cross which was accepted only after sixteen years of effort, Buf, as Roerich
“as written, 'where the Red Cross cared for the sick and physically wounded, the
Roerich Pact protects the values of human genius, thus preserving the spiritual
health of the nations.?

"The Roerich Pact represents thirty years of tireless effort on the part
of Nicholas Roerich. In 1904 after several archaeological expeditions he first
presented his project for the preservation from destruction of the irreplaceable
historical and cultural sites of the nations, In 1929 after his return %o America
from his Central Asiatic Expeditions, he formulated his project into the Roerich
Pact. Three doaventions have been held for its promulgation —— two in Belgium
and the third last November in Washington, when 35 nafions officially participated.
Following this, the Pan American Conference in Montevideo unanimously recommended
the Roerich Pact for adoption by the American Governments and on this basis the
present Treaty has been drawn up for signature by the Pan American Union.

"At no time has such an idenl been more needed, While the individual
nations are working out their separate economic and national problems, 1T is
also necessary that they recognize their responsibility as pﬂTF of the community
of nations, I am not one to urge visionary substitutes in the place of effective
action in a world of hard economic facts. Yet I do say that it is high time for
the idealists who moke the reality of tomorrow to rally around such a symbol of
international cultural unity. It is time that we appeal to that appreciation of
Besuty, science and education, which runs across all national boundaries to

strengthen all that we hold dear in our particular governments and cusioms.
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"It is for this reason that I regard the ratification of the Roerich Pact
as so0 siguificant a step. I1ts acceptance signifies the approach of a time when
those who truly love their own nation will appreciate in addition the unique con-
tribution of other nations and also do reverence to that common spiritual enter-
prise which draws together in one fellowship, all artists, scientists, educators
and the truly religious of whatever faith.

"I feel that this age owes a great debt to Nicholas Roerich in the creation
of this ideal-—for such ideals alone afford reality to our efforts for creating
material wealth and working out improved social machinery for its distribution.
While we work out these myriad individual problems, we must have & unifying princi-
ple to which all our hearts can give supreme allegiance. In this way we can work
With faith and anticipation towards those spiritual and cultural realities of

which the Roerich Pact is a symbol, I
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