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March 28, 1934.
Mr. James L. Stephens,
Coastal Plain Experiment Statiem,
Tiﬂﬂl’ G'lﬂl"gil..
Dear Mr. Stephens,

I expect, within the next few days, to wire you that final plans for the
Oriental Expeditiom have been made and that you are included among those togo.
Certain of the diplematic details are yet to be worked out, but the plan is now
to have you and MacMillan go and possibly ome other, leaving this country not later
than the 15th of May, and possibly earlier. Tam hoping that Dr. MacMillan cen re-
turn to Washington by the middle or end of next week to go actively to work on plans
here. We will want you to come to Washington as soon as possible to work with him.
This ies just 2 warning in advance so you cen be getting your own plans in shape
and can come up here, but of course, you are close enough so you could return to
Georgia in the meantime to cemplete your personal arrengements. I would like to
have you up here to start with Dr. lMachillan se that certain other things could get

under way, then with these started you could return home to complete your personal
affairs.

I am sorry that we haven't been able to give a more definite word sooner,
but it hes been and still is a ticklish project to handle. I am looking forward
to seeing you here.

Wiith best wishes,
Very sincerely,
Knowles A. Ryerson

Chief of Bureau

Copies to:
Mr. Morrison
Dr. Pieters



Glen Dale , Md.
April 23, 1934.
Mr. Knowles A. Ryerson, Chief,
Bureau of Plant Industry,
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C.

Dear EKnowles,

Plesse excuse me for delaying to write you sooner and giving you the names
and addresses pf the two Russiams in Harbim, Manchuria which I thought Mr. Mac-
millan would be interested in meeting and who perhaps, if still there mey be in a
position to assist him in connection with his agricultural exploration work.

Mr, B.W.. Skvortzow
i¥76 Potshtovaya St. |
Harbin, Manchurue.
Mr. V.V. Golubzoff,
Herbin, Meanchuria .

The first gentlemen is the best botanist I met in Manchuria and is well posted
on the region and in regard to the agricultural crops as well as the wild flora to
be found there.

Mr. Golubzoff is a highly educated gentleman who speaks French fluently.
On a number of occasions he acted as interpreter for us, both in Harbin and in the
fiﬁldq
I will appreciate the kindness, in case Mr., Macmillan meets these
gentédmen if e will give them my warmest personal regards. I wish the espedition
good luck and every possible success.

Very sincerely,

Howard
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Baformal May 5, 1934.
&
Consul General,
Tokyo, Japen.
Dear Sir:

You have doubtless heard through regular cheannels, That we are planning te
send botanists into Japan snd Manchoukuo, for the purpose of studying grasses and
other plants useful for soil erosion as well as range improvement work, and also
their possible wvelue for insecticidal purposes.

Dr. H.G. MacMillen and Mr, J.L. Stephens are sailing on the S5.5. President
Hoover from Sen Francisco on May 18th, for Tekye, and will get in touch with you on
arrival. They will jein there lMr. Nicholes de Reerich and Dr. George de Roericli, whe
have slready left for Tokye, and who are accompanying Dr. MacMillen end Mr. Stephens
beceuse of their femilierity with Mongel dialect and their experience in traveling
in that part of the werld. Dr. George de Reerich be studying drug plants and trans-
lating verious Mongolisn manuscripts to get leads on plants that might be useful to
supply insecticidal material. This problem is particularly ecute at this time because
of the drive ageinst lead arsenate as & spray on fruits and vegetables.

The studies will be limited to Manmchoukuo, and especially the northern
portion, as we are anxious to get plants from as far north as possible, especially
grasses that may be useful en the high plateaus of the southwest and inter-mountein
ereas where it is dry and hot in summer snd cold in winter.

Dr. MacMillsn will be returing to Eashington in the fall or winter, and
plens for the remainder of the party will be determined by the results of this
season's work. We shall probably send out another botenist to take the place of
Dr. MackMillan.

Any courtesies you may be able to extend te our men to make their
studies as effective as possible, will be greatly appreciated.

Very sincerely,

K.A. Ryerson
Chief of Bureau
Copies to:
Mr. Morrison
Dr. Pieters (For Mr. Stephens)
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Mr. Cabot Coville
Consul, American Censulsate,
Harbin, Manchuria.
Dear Mr. Coville,

You have doubtleses heard through Sate Department channels, that we are
sending botanists inte Japen and Manchoukue, to work especially on grasses from the
drier and more morthern regions toward the Hingen mountains, and alse on plants that
might be useful for insecticidal pmmposes. We have two bigh projects on now, one in
connection with erosiaon control and improvement of eour western ranges, two inseparable
problems, and the other, the securing of substitutes for lead arsenate in the spray
used on fruits and vegetables. We received an increase in our fums expleration
funds for the former project, and a Public Works alletment for the latter, so that
we are embarking on studies, and the collecting of plants useful for these purposes
abreoed is part of our pregram.

Dr. H.G. MacMillan and Mr., J.L. Stephens are sailing on May 18th, for Tokyo,
for this work. They are regular plant workers of this Bureau. They will join there,
Mr. Nicholas de Roerich and Dr. George de Roerich, of New York, who will also be on
this work because of their familiarity with the Mogol dialect. Dr. George de Roerich
will be working on drug plants especially, translating »eferences manuscripts where
references to such plants may be found. Dr. MacMillen will return to Washington during
the fall end winter. We are plamming to leave Mr. Stephens ever for amnother season
and shall probably send another botanist out to replsce Dr. MacMillan.

Any assistance or courtesies you may be able to extend to our people to
make their stay as effective as possible, will be greatly appreciated by all ef us here.

Very sincerely,

K.A. Ryersen
Chief ef Bureau.

Copies to:
Mr. Korrisen
Dr. Pieters (for Mr. Stephens)
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mhs Mey 5, 1934.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ALLANSON.

Dear Mr. Allansen:

If it hasn't slready been started, please have the regular letter sent to the
Sate Department asking that they notify the Americen Embassy in Tokyo that MacMillsn and
Stephens will sail on May 18th, on the S.5. President Hoover, and give the date of their
arrivel at Yokshems, also asking that the sustomary courtesies be extended to facilitate
their passage through customs. Flease ask that the consul at Yokohama also be notified

so thet he may be on the lookout for them. This should probebly be cabled to insure its
arrival in ample time.

Very sincerely,

K.A. Ryerson,
Chief of Bureau.
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Dr. HeGo MacMillan, ; May 5, 1934.
1725 5th Avenue , Los Angeles, Califernia.

Dear Mac:

Dr. Feirchild's youngest daughter, Nancy B.Fairchild, is sailing fer the
the Oriemt the second of June on the Empress eof Ganada leaving frem Vancouver,
and will be arriving in Yokehema en the 18th, seme time after you will have
gone te Harbin, as she is going to spend some time with her cousin, one of
the Gresven er girls who married a son of Dr. Ceville, who is now the Consul
at Harbin.

I teld her that you and Hr. Stevensg, anf the Reerichs as well, would
be glad to help her in any way pessible during her skay, if the eccasien
arises. She had rather hoped that you would not be leaving Tekye se soon as
ghe is geing with friends as far as Teokyo, and has no provisions fer going frem
Tekyo to Harbin. She will prebably land in Harbia befere you take to the field
so that you and Stevens can meet her and become acquainted. By that time you
will have met Coville and his wife; ef course they lmew a good many department
people. I don't recall whether I mentiened te you that he is Censul there,

as a matter of fact, I thought he had been moeved and was ne lenger lecated up
in that area.

With best wishes,
Very sincerely,
K.A. R}'ﬂrﬂ on

Chief of Bureau.
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July 7, 1934 AM. 11 23
Knowles Ryerson,
Care Stephen N Wyeckeff
Spokane Washingten

Heve conferred with Phillips and threugh him with Hernbeck and find they have no more
objections or fears as to travelling Ray Hele than any ether part of Manchuria Step Have
inspected Erlansons Rainfall and Temperature maps and am convinced of beoteniecal desir=-
ebility of Georges suggestionStop Therefore request you cable George QuoteSuggestion
your airmail concurred in Unquote Sign my name if you wish

H.A. Tallace
Copy to Merrisom.’
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Spokene, Washington.
July, 7, 1934.

Mr. B.Y. Morrison,
In charge of Plant Expleration and Introductioen,
B ureau of Plant Industry,
Washington D.C.
Dear Ben,

I am enclosing herewith a letter just received, forwarded from our appartment,
snd coming from Reerich. The letter was very disturbing as it was the distinct undere
stending that the expedition wes to keep out of the Jehol provinces, as this is one
of the disputed provinces outside of what was old Manchuria. I disoussed it again with
the State Department a shert while age when the cable came through frem Tekye. I called
up Secfetary Wallsce this morning and he suggested that we should cable to hold the
expeditien to the original plan. I have received a telegram from Secretary Wallace, with
which you sre prebably familiar, stating that he had conferred with Phillips ofthe Smate
Department, and through him with Hormbeck, and that they have no more objections or
feers as to traveling in the Jehol provinces, or any other part of Manchuria. A copy ef
the Secretary's wire is enclosed.

I evidently did net make myself clear over the phone that Reerich was not
asking permission or requesting confirmatiom, consequently I have not cabled as the
Secretary suggested, but will write him in a few deys and send you & copy, as The party
may be on its way. A confirming cable would hardly seem necessary.

If you receive sny letters from Maclillan, kindly forwerd me coples air mail.
Sincerely,
Enowles &. Ryerson,
kar/k Chief, Bureau of Plant Industry.
En.

Airkail
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Dear Mac,

I have been back here a week temorrew after a dizzy six weeks eut in the mid and
for west and I had expected to get a letter off to youleng since. They copied seme of
the letters that you had sent in and I received them in Pasadensa when I got there. I
certeinly am sorry that you had to do se much of the detail of the job yoursdlfnbut I
am not surprised. The rest of the party should have stayed in T okyo umtil you sand STe-
phens arrived and have helped and worked on the details aleng with you and cleared the
pathe=~ if they could.

I have received but one communicetion from George Roerich and that telling
that arrengements were about cemplete to go inte Jehel, I took the matter up with the
Secretary as in our previous conversatiens we had decided we did not went teo get inte
this area nor did the State Department seem to want us near there. The Secrestery took
it up with the State Depertment and this time they had no objectien te eur having men in
Jehol more than anywhere else in Manchoukuo, but I suspect a double meaning there.
However, you are a long ways off and by the time you get this you may be in and out of
Jehol. I received your cable about being able to handle the weak seeds later this month.
I do hope you have seme luck in getting some collections after all the hard werk and
diseppintments you have had in getting started. We'll get you decorated with the First
@rder yet 11

The trip west was interesting ‘but strenuous, and much of the time it wes over 100
s report ceme in from our Hays Kansas Station this week stating they had 16 days in July
in which the Temperature was 105 er mere, snd it is still geing aeleng that way out there
right now. Corn prices are up arounfi 85 and still elimbing, the crap is down to one
third its normsl and mey go still lower. The drouth is & national calamity of the
first magnitude. I didn't get into Los Angeles at all, was home but overnight, the
first Saturday we got South, then went on te Arizons and Utah with Tugwell and party,
then came back and had a Sundey and Monday the latter spent conferring with Thackery
and Herbert in Pasadena, going on to Riverside the next day and then east. I spent last
Sundey with Richey at Columbus, he is still out and won't be back until next Saturday
or Sunday. I have been dewn here at the office atll day today working on a reprt on
emergency sctivities the Secretary wants tomorrow, we got the request Friday afternoomn,
suspect that the President wants some dope on how things are going now that he has come
back. On top of that I have been working on budget estimates most of 'em went inwhile
I was awey but they left some of 'em for me to round out so it has been a busy but quiet
Sundsy, ne interruptiens. It has been hot and sticky but a young cloudburst is just
overhead and has cooled things off a lot. I'll head home and write a letter or two
there and spend the evening reading for & change get & little mental ventilation before
Tomorrow,

The Seeretary asked me to tell you he is very anxious that you work very
closely and cooperate with the Reerichs in every way, T told him you left with every
intention of doing so. I haven't seen sny letters that may have come to the Secrekikry and
don't kmow what may have been written but I assured the Secrebiry that you would play
the game to the limit but that you had te go ahead on your own on & lot of these matlers
for the Reerichs had mot remained to meet you as was plenned, and thet the only way to gel
get things done was to do them as you went along snd assure yourself that your plans
could go shead. I have been amazed at the press corments. Time carried an account of the
investiture of the Emperor. You are certainly having a diplomatic roew to hoe. I will be

interested in hearing things from you first hand whem you return this winter. Westaver



and Enlow mey be back here before you leave the Oriemt, but that should net make .Q;Q/IQ
difference in your plans fer returning via Russie and visiting the herbariums there and
telking ever the potate werk with Vavileff and his werkers. Exchange is terrifie, how=-
ever se you woent want to spend teo much time there 1 imagine, that is one of the
compliceting facters in the present expeditien. They will probably come back and go

over to Persia and Turkey or scme other region early next spring. Archer is in South
Americs on the insecticide plamt work. I hope still to send Reck en his trip this winter
if possible.

We are meving over to the Westchester this coming month. Emma is ¥till in
California and I will get moved ever before she comes back. I called your wife from
Pasadens, didn't get a chance to try out the new dpt. Ferd. Will do that next time.
Have ‘mot looked through my telescope but once so far, will have a better place
next time you ceme and I811 start you on your astromomical ways.

There are & lot of things I want your help on back here when you return wish
you were here now in many ways for I could keep you busy, well the months fly by and
winter is not so far off at that. Hearings before the budget director start the 17th
of next m‘ﬂth ™

I sm still hoping to get down to Labrader for a short stay and am hoping to
get Ben to go aleng, he is away this week, but thet isn't enough, he has had a tough
time of it, for I certainly gave him some tough problems to crack and it has been a
very trying summer. We will be gone two weeks, catching a boat down the St.

Levrence from Quebec after seeing the potate work at Presque Isle.
Must ring off now for the time and run along home see you soon via letters.

Enowles

P.S. (By hand) That memo of the Roerichs re the orgenization of the expeditien is
their own idea.

Are they definitely expecting to go on to Indie as some of the
Press notices seemed to indicate?

: On the face of things now when do you figure thaet the werk
this seasen will close in Manchoukuo? Then wyill you plan te drop dowm to Nankink and
Shanghai? Rock will be leaving in November if we send him.
¥Will write again soon
Hastily,

Knowles.



Plant Exploration and Introduction

CORY

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Vashington

4]/

Hailar, Manchuria

Avgust 29, 1934

Mr. Knowles A, Ryerson,
Wﬂﬂhingtﬂn, D. C,

Dear Enowles:

The month in Hailer is coming to an end, and before
long it will be necessary to think about other plans,
After the preliminary shake down things went along fairly
well here, The Japanese I brought along were most useful,
and I can think of no one who would have done us more goad.
Whatever the Russian botanists lmow about the Manchuriasn
plents, they know little more than Dr., Sato at best. He
left some days ago, but not before we had located snd
nemed everything we will be able to gather, After leaving
Hailar Sato went to Manchouli for a few days. On his re-
Tturn he said that there was nothing new at Manchouli, and
not such satisfactory colleeting as here. From the trips
We have had out on the pleins I em satisfied thet we will
have secured practically everything the country aeffords in
the type of plent we want, There is an sdded advantage
here, I think, in that scome of the ravines that lead down
to the river plein is quite rieh in vegetation, and there
is much to be found in a short distence. I heove put it
down %o the sheltering effeect from the wind, The seeds
are not blown away as they ripen, Of course the seeds that
blow from the plains must lodge scmewhere, but either the
lodging is very sceant, or the winds wither and destroy the
seedlings., The ravines are the same soil as the plains, a
feirly fine send; and they do not seem to show any signs of
excess moisture. None of them are any deeper than what you
cen throw your het out of, but the wind subsides there and
gives the seeds a foothold, Among the seeds we will gather
are some wWhich I think are new to us, and some which should
be very useful. You will be disappointed at the quantity;
I am myself; yet I think they can be miltiplied at home with
less expense and trouble than we cen go to & further search,
Looking over the plains shows only the few we have found
here, snd I am satisfied to have settled in this one spot
and made a more thorough job of it. It may well be that the
spring or early season would produce something we have not
seen, but for persistence the latter ones may be more useful.
The hey that comes into town to be sold around the horse
merket has meny of the grasses and vetches on our list. All
of them seem to be grazed where animals have a chance to eat,



Mr. Knowles A. Ryerson, No, 2 Avgust 29, 1954

It is time to meke scame definate plans about the coming
winter, and to think about the spring and summer to come. As
you know, I will return to Herbin from here, and my estimate
is that it will be about the middle of September when we get
eway, There are some willow and apple cuttings which I want
to get, and hope to have them harden off by that time. Frost
is not far away, and when it comes I am sure it will be very
vositive., Winter sets in with liitle delay after the swmmer
has gone., In harbin I am expecting to get some seed from
the Russian botenist that I asked to put his boys to work,
end while they may not be as drouth resistant a= the plants
here, mey have sonething useful among them. From there I
will return to Hsinking to meet the officials egein, stop at
the SMR Experiment Stetion en route, and return to Dairen.
There it will be necessary to meske the rounds of the Kwan-
tung Government end the SMR, for it is entirely due to their
help that we got any where at all. I can see no point now
in returning to Tokyo, and unless I have word from you to do
80, will not go back there. From Dairen I expect to push
off for Shanghai. My guess on schedule is that I should get
to Shanghail during the first week in Oetober, certainly be-
fore the tenth of the month.

Vhat your program is for me in China I do not know, The
plens we mede last spring may have changed., Nor was there
eny very definate plen to it, You were going to send me the
correspondence with Rock, but I have never received it., He
may have made suggestions that heve altered your entire out-
look. The whole thing, as I see it, will have to be taken
up afresh, and considered on the merits of the moment. TYou
wanted me to see Larson, and I think it can still be done
this fall, either at his place at Pangkiang, or in Peiping
in case he ies down or about to come down for any reason ot
all, Where Rock is, and what he can suggest is another very
vitel metter, He may have started for Yumnan, and it may be
necessary to chase after him, The plen is, I presume, to
meke arrangements for work in Chinese territory rext sumuer ,
end that mey be more of & job than you realize, In 211 of
these matters I need something to go on. As the ecenter of
information, and foecal point for it, you can make more good
suggestions then enyone else, and you can see that I need
whatever you can pass on.

There is something you mey not know, I believe 211 of
these arrangements have become mueh more diffieult to make
than has ever been the case before, Chins is in =& very dis-
turbed state, and there is so mueh intrigue of all kinds go-
ing on, that one has to work quite a while to be understood
and their motives appreciated, I do not think the State

1212



Mr, Enowles A. Ryerson, No. 3 August 29, 1934

Department geve us very mmech or very useful imformstion in
Yleshington, That may heve been because we did not know

vhat to ask for, or becmuse we were not more specific in

our plans, Since being in the field I have put it down to
another reasen., I think there is a lot they do not kmow,

It is true they felt they could give me no help, or at best,
a minimum on acecount of the Roerich entry intec the picture,
tut on other things I have not felt they were too well ine
formed, They may keep track of the larger movements, may
know what shifts there have been in the bean population, the
number of carpet tacks and automobile tires the other exporte-
ing nations are trying to slip in ahead of us, Their diplom-
acy may be perfect. Nor do I mean to ssy that they will not
do what they can when it is possible to do snything, What I
mean is that we have to root out a lot of the faects, the men
in the local govermment departmemts, and discover the ways to
get what we require. All of that takes time, I can see very
well that I can spend some time in China getting lined up for
work next spring, getting the required informastion together,
and making the acquaintence of the people who can and will
hﬂlp LSe

Another problem is whet to do with Mr, Stephens., He was
& good choi'ce for the grass work, seems to know the grass
habits, and has displayed a good desl of energy and intelli-
gent interest in the whole grass problem, But except as a
witness he hes not been much help on the other arrengements.
The plen to settle down at some monastery and trenslete scme
treatise on botany or agriculture has more merit than sense
to it, These lanzuages are not easy. I have yet to see any
of the loeal peoples who understood each other very well, The
Japanese certainly do not understand each other with any real
assurance, There is always doubt as to what one means when
he speaks, as you would see by observing them for a while.
Unless there is going to be a continued studious effort on
Stephens part to go in for Chinese, the initial effort would
not be worth while., To sit around China for aix months will
add nothing to the program either., He has nothing to offer
toward a solution. So far as economy goes it would be just
as well to have him come home and work on the seed that are
being sent over; propsgate some of them, and learn a few of
the facts that might be useful in the field, I do not think
than can be done over here, In addition, there might be a
helpful morale element so far as he is concerned in having
him come home. Certainly it would be no more expensive than
having him remain over here until the season starts up agein,
However, you may have already made some suggestion sbout it
which will turn up in the mail one of these days.

I 40 not know what the upshot of the Hoerich affair may
be, and 1% is as likely as anything that I am coming home too,
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Mr., Knowles A, Ryerson, No., 4 August 22, 1954

as soon as I can get pulled out of here, Nothing about
that affair would surprise me. No doubt they and their
patron will agree that I handed them pretty drastic treat-
ment, and will feel obliged to do something about it,

I wish you would write me a2t Shanghail as fully a3 you can
what you want me o do further, I will remain there until I
hear from you, as I think there will be plenty of occupy me
for some time after I reach there. The mails will reach
there more gquickly than here, and any reasonable attention
to the matter should provide an answer by the time I need
it. I think there is a U, S, Navy radio station there, and
that messsges can be sent by applying to the proper peraons
in Washington. However, I do not recommend cables for any
general remarks, unless you use the State Department code,
and even then it runs into an uncomfortable expense,

There will be other matters I will have wished brought
to your attention, I know, but this will be suffieient to
give you a eclue to my present nseds,

With best regards from us to all concerned,

Sincerely yours,

H, G, Mackillan

114/ 14
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Mr. Knowles A. Ryerson, Ho, 5 August 30, 1934
F, 8,

I have made no reference to seeing Westover and Enlow
in Russia, The little that has drifted in from various
sources indicates that they had a difficult time getting
under way. 4All the professions of friendship that the Rus-
sians meke seem to come to an uncomfortable end. I will
depend entirely on you, of course, to decide what shall be
done about my seeing them, In case I go across Siberia it
might be well enough to start from Vladivostok and go around
the Amur country, just to get a conception of it, I know
now what to expect between Harbin and Borzya. It will depemd
somewhat where they are to be found, and whether the railroad
is functioning as it should by that time of year.

If it is proposed to work over toward Tibet next year
you will depend on Hock for the plan of work, I presume, In
this connsction there is a very good summary of the politieal
situation in Tibet in a new monthly published in China called
"Oriental Affairs", I think in the August number, It has seemed
to me that there might be a chance of getting samething good
from the Himeleya country, going into the higher regilons north
of Indla, The elevation would add some hardy element to the
local grasses, and the southern exposure would not be too much
for our needy regions. To do that I presume one might get on
the best by meking contact with the British out of Indias, for
they have some concessions of a sort,

43 4 general round-up of stuff in this region, the winter
might offer something in Australia, I think the last I could
find was that the chances there were not so good, but I do not
know whet could be sugzested by people who are better acquainte
ed tha:l."ﬂ.

My feeling is that we lack a great deal of intimate in-
formation about any of these places, not so much from the
scientific aspects as from the personnel, the method of
approach, and the polities involved, The world is no longer
as it once was, and I think we encounter that fact less at
home than anywhere else, I think too, that it might profit
a good deal by knowing who can do things for us in warious
parts of the world, and keep well enough in touch with them
so that their local travels can be used to our advantege. A
little stuff coming in from time to time would not be so very
expensive, and often it is the accidental or opportune collector
who runs on something which is most worth while. But unless
you think I am getting too expansive, it mizht be better to
walt and talk about such things,.

Mac
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Septamber 17, 1934,

lir, Owen L. Dawson,
Agricultural Commissioner, U.S.Dept. of Agriculture,
115 Sassoon House, Shanghai, China,

(Through Bureau of Agricultural Economics)
Dear Dawson:

Our plans in regard to exploration work in the Far East
the coming season are not entirely settled, We have decided to
use Roeck, if possible, sending him into the grasslands bordering
Tivet for the purpose of securing grasses =nd legumes from this
region the coming season, if possible. I have cabled him accord-
ingly. We have decided to send Stephens in with him, as he will
complete his work in Manchukuo with Mackillan arcund the first
~of October. Rock wishes to start around the first of November,
if we were able to arrange the trip. MacMillen is coming down to
Shanghai and Nanking to meet scme of the botanical workers in
Japan and China with whom We are cooperating, also to discuss some
of our matters in which we are both interested, with you. He will
then return by way of the Trans-Siberian Railroad, if that is
practicable, in order to visit the extensive potato collections
of Leningrad that were made in South America and also those of
Berlin, so as to compare the material with that which he and
Erlanson collected during their studies in South America, If it
is not practicable for him to return this way, we may have him
come back by way of Suez and do this work, or else have him return
direct by way of the Pacific, I will await advice from him on
this point. I expect that he will reach you sometime the latter
part of October. Stephens may come through soonser, depending on
where and when Rock wishes to meet him,

Very sincerely yours,

K. A. Ryerson,
Chief of Bureau.



]

/ /
/ E,ﬂ\’/
ﬁ;H IATT. TO FRAWNMCISGCO

September 17, 1934,

Dr. Georges de Roerich,
¢/o Tschurin & Co.,
Torgovaya, Harbin, Pristan,
Manchu~-tikuo.

Dear Doctor Roerich:

By the time this letiter reaches you, 1 imagine the growing season
will have .closed and the opportunity for collecting seed in the field
for this year will be about over, except for that which you may find in
the towns, wvillages and market places and among the mtive doctors and
medicine men. I hope that, although the season has been a rainy one, you
have been able to find an interesting colleetion of plants and have
gsecured seed, herbarium specimens and date concerning them. The seed,
herbarium specimens and other dried specimens, cuttings, if any, photo-
graphs, reports and other data should be carefully packed, in line with
our suggestions made here, and turned over to the American Consulate at
Harbin or such other points as there are Consulates, for forwarding through
their channels. I have written Dr. MacMillan that before he and Mr. Stephens
leave Harbin for other work they be of every assistance to you in packing the
material, so that you may have the benafit of their past experience in
packing, labelling, and shipping such material, and also that they be sure
that the consular officers in Harbin and elsewhere understand sbout receiving
and forwarding anything that is to be sent on to Washington by you in the
futura-

We are very anxious to get in the expense account for the expedition,
none of which have yet been received, and have asked Dr, MacMillan to be of
every assistance to you in bringing your accounts up to date, as both Dr.
MaelMillan and Mr, Stephens have had long experience in the preparation of
these rather troublesome but necessary documents, o that we can lmow just
exactly where our finances stand and make prompt settlement, We want to be
sure that there are no questions either asbout the handling of plant materisal
or about the accounts or any other aspect of the work that are not answered
before lMacliillan and Stephens leave, so that you will have a minimum of red
tape and routine, and there will be no misunderstanding regarding the ship-
ments, We are vitally interested in the plant materisls to be collected in
Manchuluo and we want to take every precaution so that, onee you have col-
lected them in the field, there will be no opportunity of loss from that
point on to VWashington. Mr, Mahoney informs me that he gave you in New York
a model copy of a foreign expedition expense acecunt and left with you
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sufficient blanks for six months. However, I am having an additional one
sent to you in case you may have left the others at a pase point amd may wish
to have it for the uase of your secretary or for the use of yourself at all
times,

Dr. MacMillan will return to Washington this winter as planned, and
Mr. Stephens Will remain in the Orient for further studies in grasses and

legumes,

I look forward with interest to the recommendations that you may
make for your work after you have completed the field activities this fall
end have had an opportunity to make tentative plans for the winter months.

I hope that you and your father have enjoyed good health in the
trying part of the world in which your work heas been carried on, and I am
looking forwerd with much anticipation to your reports =s to results of the
ecolleection,

With best wishes, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

K. A, Ryerson,
Chief of Bureau.

Expense Account sample enclosed
Copy to Dr. MacHillan
Copy to lr. Morrison
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September 17, 1934,

Mr. Cabot Coville,
American Comnsul,
Herbin, Manchuria.

I.'laal" Mr- Gﬂﬂllﬂ:

As MacMillan and Stephens will have informed you, when their
part of the fleld work in Manchukuo is completed, we plan to have
MaeMillan return to this country and Stephens to remain for further
Tield work with Rock, if he is able to carry out the plans for the
trip that we hoped he could make this coming season. Ve have writfen

Mackillan to be sure, before he and Stephens leave, that everything
has been done, so that whatever material in the way of seeds, herbarium
specimens, photographs and reports that may be sent in by the Roerich
sectlon of the expedition will get into the right channels and be
forwarded through the Consul, in order that there may be no possible
loas through misunderstanding or using the wrong channels, I shall
appreciate it very much if you and your staff will also look after
these matters after MachMillan and Stephens leave and assist in the
way of packing and lsebeling, if desired, and also in the making out
of accounts and of handling govermment forms, so that there will be a
minimum of difficulty in their operating under government conditions
and regulations,

I do not know what the final plans will be for the Roerich
section of the expedition. As soon as they have been settled, I will
advise you.

i

We greatly appreciate the assistance and cooperation you have
extended our various repressntatives who have been working in
Manchukuo, PFlease extend our thanks to your staff as well and, if
in return we can be of any assistance to you at any time, kindly let
1S KNoWe

Very sincerely yours,

K. A, Ryerson,
Chief of Bureau.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

Hailar, Manchuria
Plent Exploration and Introduction September 17, 1934

Mr. Knowles A. Ryerson,
Washington, D, C.

Deer Knowlea:

The season has come to & close in Hailar, and we are
leaving tomorrow. What I think of the success of the work
is of no concern at this time, We are carrying away nearly
a trunk full of seed, some of which should be useful. The
grasses long since ceased their work. Some other shrubs
and plants of other natures have kept us busy the last two
weeks, There has been no frost, but the leaves are falling
fast, and snow over in Siberia has got into the air,

Last Sunday, September 9, I started a packsge on its
way to you, containing grasses, There was no one to take it
to Harbin, and it finally fell into the hands of a Chinaman
whom nobody knew, travelling third class. It was not delivered
et the Consulate on Monday, as I intended it to be, btut on
Tuesday morning. However, it msy have made the ship at Yoko-
heme, and will reach you in a little over a week., As a safety
measure we have prepared a box with grasses freshly taken from
the plains, and puddled them into it. The box would travel
to the United States, if there was someone to carry it. I may
cable you for an opinion on the last shipment, and judze from
your reply how to handle the box. Te will carry it along.

Our films have been returned from the Amy, and there is
only to present myself at the several offices znd tell the
personnel what a help it has 211 been. That will require all
day tomorrow, and the train gets off in the evening, There
mey be some mail from you soon, as I had told the Consulate to
hold everything for some days past. Mail came in today, but
no more will be sent to Hailar I am sure,

Washington will be improving day by dey now, and the fun
can begin to organize for the winter,

Sincerely yours,

Mae
H, G. MacMillan,








