THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON

March 16, 1934

Professor Nicholas de Roerich
310 Riverside Drive,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Professor Roerich,

On behalf of the United States

Department of Africulture I am asking you to lead and

protect the botanical research group organized by the
United States Department of A griculture to search for
drouth resistant grasses in the central Asian field.
Your unusual understanding of central Asia growing out
of your many years of experience will make for the great-
est success of these studies.

Appreciating your continuing cooperation in these
matters, I am

Sincerely yours,

oecretary.




310 Riverside Drive,
Hew York, N.Y.

Jr. Knowles A Ryerson
1601 Argonne Place,l,li,
washington, D,.C,

Iy dear Ir. Ryerson,

I an in receipt of your telegram and your special delivery letter,
both of April 7th.

I am plaming to take the 12,30 P,k, train tomerrow, arriving at
washinpgton at 4,55 P,UM, Would you be so kind as to leave word at
the Layflower as to when and where I could see you londay after
my arrival or any time Tuesday,

nticipating the pleasure of seeing you, believe me,

Very truly wours,

April 8,1934

1014,
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April 20h, 1934,

Prof. Nicholas de Roerich,
Roerich Museum,

310 Riverside Drive,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Prof. de Roerichi

As requested by your son, Dre
George de Roerich, during his recent call at this
office, we enclose check #725 in your favor for $50.00
representing refund due in connection with your
passage from Seattle to Yokohama aboard the S5 President
Jackso n, scheduled to sail at 11300 AM April 23rde

We trust this check reaches
you promptly and that you have a very enjoyable time
aboard the President Jackson.

Yours very truly, 5

2

Assistant General Passefiger Agent
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Dr. H.G. Maclillan, April 25, 1934.

1725 5th Avenue,

Los Angeles, California.
Dear liac:

Dorsett has just sent in the addresses of the men in Menchuria, and I am swS-
inelosing a copy of his letter containing them.

Things are moving along fast here in scme directions. I have moved up my
Puerto Rican trip so as to be back here before you sail. I plan to be back on the
evening of the 1l4th, though it might be a day later. Morrison will meet me in
Miemi and we plan to go over Chapman field together before you get away, so that if
there are any last minute things you may desire, we shall be on the job.

I have not heard from the radio people yet, so I am going te follow up today
to see what has happened.

I spent last Saturdey in New York, and saw George Roerich and told him as
I told the Secretary, that in case of any differences of opinions which would involve
your neck and Stephens'- that after all they are the only necks you have=- you would
! be free to do what your own judgment dictated. I reiterated again that the expedition
should confine itself to Manchoukuo proper. Dr. Roerich pointed out that Jehol was
& considerable part of Manchoukuo proper. I told him that that mey be from &
Jepenese point of view but not from e Chinese point of viww, but we wish to stay
in what was formerly Menchuria, snd in the northern pert. I also told him that we
has written Dr. N akai for any botenical assistance you may wish for the expedition.
Dr. Roerich was very positive in his stetements about there being no difficulfy or me
even differences of opinions.

I was unable to make delivery of the two revolvers because there is & police
regulation which does not permit Fiala To gsell or deliver in New York without a
permit, so they are being sent here and we shall forwerd them along with your other
equipment. I shall have Joe find out from the Embassy just what papers you will
need for the entry of these firearms. They would be the types of permits that the
Rosrichs had in New York and which they obteined at the Japanese Consulate. You
could probably get them from the Consulate in Los Angeles or San Francisco, but if
you can get them here it will save you that much.

I have not seen Jee the last two or three days to see how the supplies are
coming elong. He brought his wife back from the hospital yesterday. She is recover-
ing repidly and we are 8ll very much relieved.

T shall have additional things to be writing you the next few deys before I
get away. I am looking forwerd o heering from you by the end of the week, but I
imagine you are busy getting some of the field metters out of the way before you

leave.
Very sincerely,
K.A. Ryerson
Chief of Bureau.
Air mail-special delivery 4/25
Copy to Mr. Morrison.



310 Riverside Drive,
Hew York, .Y,
Hay 4,1934

¥r. Joseph L, Hahoney,
Bureau of Plant Indusiry,
E'L'lilﬂ.illg 'I

Department of Agriculture,
washington, D,.C,.

Dear ir, .!-‘:a-hme}"

i check tc Dr, Georpe . de Roerieh to the amount of §103,50, has
been received here to=dey, sent in care of Irs, Sina Lichtmann,

Since this does not appear tc be Dr. Roerich's salary check, I
would apypreciate knowing what item this is intended to cover. It
may facilitate matters for you to kmow that the check is marked
3,993,672 and apparently covers voucher Ho. 227385, The check is
dated as of May 2, 1934,

Assuring you of my appreclation for your courtesy in this matter,
believe me,

Vary truly yours,

(Frances R, Crant)

o5
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COPY
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUITURE

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
B Washington

Mies Frances R, Grant
310 Riverside Brive
New York, N,Y,

Dear “adam,

Yours of '‘ay 4 was duly received, The check you r--:ﬂ-::ivud._ fur Doctor Deorge N. de Roerich
in the amount of §103.60,covered Doctor de Roerich's salary for the period of April 7 to
April 15 inclusive, Doctor de Roerich's sopointnent wWas ;ffuutiﬂ April 7 and pay-rolls
are made out semi-monthly for employees in the field, A ten per cent compensation
deduction was ail.sa made on Boctor de Roerich's E;ill.ry for impoundment to the Treasury,
This is In accordance with the Economy Act passed by a rm;mt Congress covering all
Government salaries,

Sincerely yours,

(Sighed( J.L.Mahoney
JIM ,ims Senior Administrative Assistant



PARAPERASE

A telegram (No. 66) dated May 9, 1934, to the
American Ambassador at Tokyo, reads substantially as follows:
The Ambassador is informed that, so far as the
Department knows, Professor Roerich is not an American citizen:
that an American passport has not been issued to him; and that,
according to the Department's files, Professor Roerich was the
cause of some embarrassment in India where he made visits in

1924 and 1930,

(NOTE: This telegram was sent in reply to a telegram
of May 7 from the American Ambassador at Tokyo, wherein
the Ambassador reported that Professor Nicholas Roerich was
due to arrive in Japan shortly, presumably in connection with
the cultural activities of the Roerich Museum. The Ambassador
stated that in case Professor Roerich asked for the Embassy's
assistance in making contacts the Enbassy would accord
Professor Roerich appropriate assistance unless the Department
had reason to consider that such action would be undesirable.
At this time the Department had no indication that Professor
Roerich was connected with an official expedition of the

Department of Agriculture.)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

BIYIEON oF

FROETATPLANT [HEmerermi s
PRANE EAPLOBALIGH. AND: LEIRODUGIIN,

May 10, 1924

Miss Frances R, Grant,
210 Riverside Drive,
New York, H. Y.
Dear Madam?

Yours of May 4 was duly received. The check you received for
Doctor George N, de Roerich, in the amount of $103.50, covered Doctor
de Roerich's salary for the period April 7 to April 15, inclusive, Doctor
de Roerich's appointment was effective April 7 and pay-rolls are made
out Semi-monthly for employees in the field, A ten per cent compensation
deduction was also made on Doctor de Roerich's salary for impoundment to

the Treasury. This is in accordance with the Economy Act passed by

a recent Congress covering 2ll Government salaries.

Sincerely yours,

Mahoney,

rative Assistant

JLM, ims
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PFPARAPHRASE

A telegream (No. 70) dated liay 10, 1934, to the
American Ambassador at Tokyo, reads substantially as follows:
The Ambassador is informed that Professor Roerich is
a personal friend of the Secretary of Agriculture, kr. Wallace,
and that Mr. Wallace would appreciate greatly any courtesies
which the Ambassador may appropriately extend to Roerich.,
The Ambassador is further informed that, because of Professor
Roerich's previous record and citizenship status, the Depart-
ment does not expect the Ambassador to take any action whieh
might be embarrassing to him or to this Government at a later

date.

(NOTE: At this time the Department still did not
know that Professor Roerich was connected with an official

expedition of the Department of Agriculture.)



May 22, 1934

Dr, H., G. MacMillan,
Care of American Consulate,
Yokohama, Japan,

Dear Mac:

This will acknowledge recelipt of yours of May 15 from Los
Angeles with reference to the absence of the Japanese visas on the
passports. We wired you with reference to this matter and I trust
you were able to get this straightened out with the Japanese Consul
at San Francisco, These passports were taken to the Jspznese Eubassy

and why the visas were not placed on them is a2 sort of a puzzle to us.

Until we received your letter, we were under the impression that they
were visaed by the Japanese Embassy. They were sent up at the same
time Enlow's and Westover's were semt and both of their passports
had the Japanese vlsa okay. As per your suggestion, perhaps they got
confrigad with reference to a letter incident to the srmmnition and
revolvers and forgot to attach the rubber stamp to your two,

Both letters received from the Japanese Eubassy here and
the Consul in Kew York are not actusl permits to carry revolvers in
Japan but the one recelved from the Japanese Consul in New York is
supposed to be a duplicate of that given to the de Roerichs, When I
obtained this I couldn't say that it was an improvement over the one
 that had already been given us by the Embassy here. Upon receipt of
your letter we took the matter up with the Japanese Embassy and they
sugcested that you obtain the visas from the Consul in San Francisco
and sald there was no necessity of their wiring the Consulate.

I trust the longshoremen's atrike did not detain the
President Hoover from getting away on time and that you and Stephens
have had a pleasant trip across the Big Pond.

Sincerely yours,

J. L, Mghoney,
Sr. Adninistrative Agsistant.

J Lii~=ims

__'-",;:l/’f

o

o



COPY : EJL
TELEGRAN SENT
REP
May 22, 1934
6 p.m,
ANELDBASSY
TOKYD (JAPAN)
74

Howard G. Mackiillan, Principal Agricultural Explorer,
and James L., Stephens, Agent, Division of Plant Exploration
and Introduction, Buresu of Plant Industry, Department of
Agriculture, will visit certain foreign countries including
Japan for purpose of conducting botanical studies. Will
arrive Yokohama sbout June first on board steamship
PRESIDENT HOOVER.

Please take up informally with Foreign Office reguest-
ing customs courtesies and free entry privileges. Advise
Consul at Yokohama directing him to extend all possible

gasistance.

HULL

102,.7302 Macliillan, Howard G.
and Stephens, James L./l

— - — — -

3P,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

DrvisioN oF
FOREIGN PLANT INTRODUGTION June 7, 1934

Miss Frances R. Grant
310 Riverside Drive
New York City

Dear Madam:

OQur delay in replying to your letter of May 29, 1934,
has been caused by a general suspension of office activities
while moving our headouarters to a new building.

The check received by you in the amount of $172.49
covers Dr. George N. de Roerich's salary from April 16 to 30.
All subsecuent checks will be forwarded to Dr. de Roerich, in
care of Bank of Chosen, Harbin, Manchukuo, China, in accordance
with his instructions orior to departure.

The salary check for the period May 1 to 15 was malled
to China under date of June 2, and the check for the second
monthly payment of May will go forward within the next few days.
Salary vouchers cannot be certified for payment until the last

W

Sehidt Administrative Assistant

Sincerely yo

P.S. The check for $16.29 is Dr. de Roerich's expense reimburse-
ment for expendftures on his trip to Washington in April.



PARAPHRASE

A telegram dated June 8, 1934, from the American
Consul Ceneral at Tokyo reads substantially as follows:
Reference is made to telegram No. 66 dated lay 9
from the Department to the American Embassy at Tokyo.
Professor Roerich is now at Mukden. While at Tokyo, he
requested the Cultural Works Bureau of the Japanese Foreign
Office, which is the Foreign Office propaganda medium, to
act as an intermediary to secure for him from the government
of "Manchukuo" facilities for the expedition. In making this
request, he showed to the Foreign Office a letter addressed
to him by the Secretary of Agriculture which reads as follows:
"On behalf of the United States Departrent
of Agriculture I am asking yvou to lead and
protect the botanical research group organized
by the United States Department of Agriculture
to search for drouth resistant grasses in the
Central Asian field. Your unusual understanding
of Central Asia growing out of many years of
experience will make for the greatest success
of these studies. Appreciating your continuing
cooperation in this matter, I am,".
The above-guoted letter was used by the Japanese

Foreign Office as the basis for the "issuance to Professor

Roerich of letters addressed to the "lianchukuo" authorities.

On



e

On June 5, the American Consulate General at Tokyo
received a call from a representative of the above-mentioned
Bureau who stated that, although the Japanese and "Manchukuo®
authorities desired to have the expedition sccompanied by an
armed guard, they were unable to do s0 on account of the lack
of "official papers". The suggestion wes made that this Con-
sulate Genersl inform the American Consulate General at Mukden
with regard to Professor Roerich's status. The representative
was informed that the Consulate General had no knowledge of the
letter from the Secretary of Agriculture and that, according
to information available to the Consulate General, Professor
Roerich was not the bearer of an American passport. Professor
Roerich also made application to Frank Ma at the Embassy of
"lanchukuo" at Tokyo in behalf of Stephens and MacMillan,

The suggestion was made to MacMillan that he apply for his
visa at Dairen and that he refrain from calling on the Japanese

Foreign Office and the "Manchukuo" Eubsssy at Tokyo.

(NOTE: This telegram geve the Department its first
intimation that Professor Roerich was connected with the official

scientifie expedition of the Department of Agriculture.)



COPY:EJL

TELEGRAM SENT
REP

Juhe 9, 1934

3 p.m,
MIERICAN CONSUL
TOKYO (TAPAN)
Your June 9, lla.m.
For Macliillan. Quote: Doctor T. Nekai, Director

Botanie Gardens, Tokyo Imperial University, Ryerson,

ungqucte.

HULL

102.7302 Macklillen, Howard G, &
Stephens, James L./7

e ———

'—7’9/ /5
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FPARAPHRASE

A telegram (No, 95) dated June 11, 1934, to the American
Ambassador at Tokyo, reads substantially as follows:

Reference is made to previous telegrams in rezard to
(a) Professor Nicholas Roerich and (b) the research group
sent out by the Department of Agriculture. The Ambassador
is informed that it now appears that Frofessor Roerich is
the leader of the research group and that the Department
had not previously been aware of Roerich's connection with
the expedition. The Ambassador is instructed to inform the
American Consuletes at llukden, Harbin, Dairen and EKobe that,
80 far as the Department is aware, Professor Roerich is not an
American citizen; that American diplomatic and consular officers
are authorized to extend practicable and appropriate assistance
to smerican citizens members of the party upon request by them
for such assistance; and that, on account of Professor Roerich's
citizenship status, the Department does not expect American
consular or diplomatic officers to extend to him any assistance
wiich later might be embarrassing to them or to this Government.
The Ambassador is informed that the Department does not desire
that any request for a "kanchukuo" or Japanese armed guard to
g0 with the party outside the Japanese Empire be mede to the
Japanese or "kHanchukuo" authorities by American diplomatic or
consular officers on behalf of the expedition or that any such
request made by the expedition directly be supported by Anericen

diplomatic or consular officers,
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TELEGRAL! SENT

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

June 30, 1934,
4 Dl

AMERICAN LEGATION

PEIPTNG (Chin=a)

195

Reference Department's mimeographed instruection of
June 2, 1934, which may not repeat not have reached you but
which merely requests that diplomatiec and consular officers
extend to Eacllillan and Stephens of the Department of Agri-
euitura appropriate assistance in the performance of their
mission of condueting botanical studies.

One. The Department of Agriculture now advises that
Iacilillen plans to visit Soviet Turkesvan and, if conditions
vermit, to cross over into Chinese Turkestan.

Two. Department has telegraphed lioscow in regard to
visit to Soviet Turkestan and desires that you request the
Chinese Government to communicate to the Sinkiang authorities
authorizetion for lacliillan's entry at the border and for the
facilitation of his travels after entry. PFlease inform the
Chinese authorities that Maclillan is traveling on an official
expedition on behalf of and under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Agrieulture for the purpose of conducting botanical

studies and that he will expect to enter Sinkiang from Soviet

Turkestan. Three.
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Three. FPlecse take steps to inform baecliillan, who
Department understands is at Tokyo or liukden, in regsrd to
Chinese visa requirements for entry into Chinese territory.

Four. Departnent now understands that the Department
of Agriculture expedition in Manchuria includes two non-
Americans, Nicholas and George Roerieh, who however, =0
far as the Department iz now informed, do not repeat not
plan to travel beyond Manchuria. The non-imerican members
of the expedition are, of course, entitled to appropriate
asgistance in their capacity as members of an official
expedition, subject to the limitation set forth in the
Department's telezram to Tokyo No. 95, June 11, 1 p.m.
(which Tokyo was instruected to forward to you by mail)
nemely, that the Department does not repeat not expect
American diplomatic and consular officers to do anything
for them which might prove embarrassing to such officers or
to the American Govermment.

Five, Inform Tokyo, lukden and Harbin.

HULL

102,7302 Maclklillan, Howard G & Stephens, Jemes L.



57 , lay 29,1934

. |
Mro Joseph L., Mahoney,
Senlor /dministrative Assistant,
~Pureau of Plant Industyy,
Vashington, D.C, f

Dear lr. lahoney,

Since recelving your letter of information of May 10th,
in answering to my inquiry of lMay 4th, regarding the

dalary checks of Dr. Ceorge R, de i‘it:la:':i:-!.«:hé two additional

checks have arrived namely offl May 34 for $172.49 and

of MNay 4th for $16,.39.

From the information so kindly given tc me in your
letter, I presum¢ that the scoond semi-monthly payment
of salary for » Would have been 1ssued on lMay 15the
Since this check has not yet reached the above address,
I am taking the liberpy of troubling you once again

1 ™

)

for 1nfarmatloznan to the matter, and whether these ‘checks |

have as yet beén malled,

Thanking you again for your courtesy, and antisipating
your reply, believe me, '=. | Y,

% Very truly yours, 1‘1,‘ J
o 1'1|

I.
01
i1
]

Franaces R. Grant'ﬁ

Jo /-7:&‘

o 310 Riverside Drive, New York,N.¥.

A . W e e CRERT L L e B

-l
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June 10

Copy
Appendix No.l

A copy

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Vaghlhgton

Division of
Flant Fxploration and Entroductlon Imperial Hotel

Tokyo,liay 23, 1934

Dear My, MagMillan,

It was our hope to hear from you before leaving Tokyo for lManchukuo. So
far, we recelved no notificatlon from the Uepartment about the date of your
salling from S. Franclsco. Ve are therefore leaving this letter ¢/0 the U.S.
Embassy, Tokyo.

The Japanese Foreign Vffice ha s been informed of vour passage through Japan,
Please call on yowr arrival to Tokyo on Mr, Telji Tsubokami, whom Professor
de Roerich requesrwd to agsist you and Mr, Btevens,

it 18 "advisable to send all firearms and ammunition in bonds transit through
@pl.n-

Viith repards to visas for lManhukuo please call on Mr, lia at the Men chukuo
Legation, Tokyo.

Had we known the name of your boat and dete of salling, we could have taken
further steps with the Cusom Authorities in Yokohams.

The Japancse Tourist Bureau at the Imperial lotel, Tokyo, will advise you on
the route to Harbin. Please inform lir. Tsubokami as to vour route to Harbin
In cnse of heavy baggage., I would advise the sea route via Dairen.

our Telegraphic address in Harbin:RO™ICH TSCHURIN HARDIN

In Harbin it 1s best to stop at t e ananeae Hotel or at the Hot el Moderne.

Pl ase wire date of arrival to Tokyo and departure for Manchuluo. On recelipts

of your wire shall mmke hotel reservatlions in Harbin,

With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) G. de Roerich
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June 19, 1934

Dr. H. G. Maclillan
¢/o American Consul
Harbin, Manchuria

Dear Doctor MacMillan:

For your information and guidance we are sending you herewith
appointment of Board of Survey B.P.I. 701 designating Stephens and
yourself as a Board of Survey to dlspose of any broken or worn-out
property during your activities abroad. Instead of sending all the
forms that will need to be filled out in reporting this Board of
Survey, no doubt the best way of handling it would be for you to
keep a list and when you return to this country we can fill in the
different forme here from your records.

We are also sending you a copy of letter of authority 909-F
and a copy of Mr. Stephen's letter of authority 910-P. You will note
these letters have been reduced considerably in amounts, both belng
drawn in the amount of $700 up to and including June 30, 1934. We have
taken these steps in order to save any expendltures on the $20,000 of
this appropriation that was made available immediately by reducing
the letters of authority and having other expenditures charged to
Project 3801 of our regular appropriation. It will not be necessary,
therefore, to make a further request from the Department for a cash
withdrawal to cover the expenditures under the $20,000 item and con-
gsequently after July lst the entire $75,000 appropriation will be
available during the next fiscal year for exploration work, We have
estimated these expenditures so as to bring the totals down to $9,Dmﬁ€» o)
which we belleve is ample to cover anything you or Stephens or the
other explorers may incur up to June 30, 1934, If, however, your ex-
penses amount to more than these amounts, adjustmente will have to be
made from this end to handle them. We would kindly ask that you as
well as Stephens endeavor to get your expense accounts in as early as
possible after the firet of each month. You will also notice on the
enclosed letters of authorlzation that we have been successful in
getting the $2.50 per dlem allowance while on board the vessel and
if your account is en route at this time and this has not been included
it can be claimed in a supplementary account.

At the present time we are located in the 6th wing on the
6th floor of the new South Bullding and with the different organizations
that have moved up here with us we cover almost a plantation on this
floor., Fartitions have not as yet been put up and in reality the building



¥0J24

Dr., MaclMillan. A e

is not yet completed so that it will be considerable time before we

get straightened around. Apparently the plan is to empty the temporary
buildings on 7th street and have them razed within the near future so

that the parallel roads going down through the mall can be constructed.

One of them has already been built up to the rear of Bullding F and no
doubt as soon as the different divisions in this building have moved

the bullding will be torn down and the road continued through to Anacostia,
connecting up with the new extended Speedway, or, as some of the buses
call 1t, Riverside Drive.

Until we hear from you to the contrary we will continue sending
your mail to Harbin, Manchuria.

With best wishes to yourself and Stephens, I am

Sincerely,

J. L. Mahoney,
Sr. Administrative Assistant,

Encl.
J LM=dkh
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June 21, 1934

Mr. H. G, MacMillan
¢/o American Consul
Harbin, Manchuria, China.

Dear Mr. MacMillan:

We have just received your letter of May 21 written aboard
the steamship President Hoover. The two trunks which you sent from
Los Angeles were received ockay and have already been transferred to
Mr. Archer for his trip to South America in commnection with the spray
residue work. I don't know whether this money was allotted to us
before you left or not but at any rate we have an additional $20,000
with reference to spray residue investigations. Mr, Archer is planning
on leaving New York on June 23rd and will perhaps be gone for a year
on this work.

The locking envelopes have not yet been received but when
they come to hand we will send you fifty as you suggest and no doubt
you will advise us as others are nseded.

The radio bill of lading was stralghtened out satisfactorily.

Like yourself we are unable to understand the absence of
the Japanese visa on both yours and Stephen's passports. They were
handled at the same time as Westover's and Enlow's and their visas
were okayed. We had not asked for a permit for Westover and Enlow
and possibly this got the Embassy confused and in handling the letter
for this purpose they neglected to attach the visa with the passport.
We, however, were not aware of this until you advised us. We have not
yet received any visas for Russia but I received a call a few days
azo from the State Department incident to a cablegram from the American
Consul at Tokyo or Yokohama, I am not certain which, with reference to
these visas for yourself and Stephens. The State Department stated they
would prefer to handle this matter with the Embassy in replying to this
cablegram and I give them full information as to the present status of
your visas, They were to cable the American Consul after getting in
touch with the Soviet Embassy but we have heard nothing further from
the State Department and no doubt you already have more information
on this than we have here.

With best wishes to yourself and Stephens,

Sincerely yours,

J. L. Mahoney,
JLM-dkh Sr. Administratimd Assistant,
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COPY

June 22, 1934,

Dre He Gs Maocmillan,
o/o Anerican Consulate,
Tokyvo, Japan,

Dear Mac; J

I had hoped that a letter might come through from Tokyo before I left, but I
realize that the time is too short, so I am having arrangements made so that copies
of any letters that ocome in while I am on my western trip will be forwarded to me.
You doubtlese saw the cable sent by the American Embassy in Tokyvo, relative to the
citigenship status of the Roerichs, and the reply of the State Department to it, In
view of the necessity of avoiding risks that might ecause later trouble, we don't want
to ask for armed escorts anyway., I telked the matter over with the Seeretary, as well
as State Department officials, and we wish to take no chances whatsoever and, of course,
haven't planned for work outside of Manchukuo proper, which seemz to be in the minds of
the State Department of'ficials as cne of the things which we might attempt, Ve assured
them that that was out of the picture, and had been, and said that we wanted no work
doma ih any territory outside of what usel to be Manchuria, and that we would keep out
of the disputed Chinese provinces, and also that we were poing to do our work as far
north as possible, especially in the fringes of the Hingan mountains,

I am looking forward with much interest to your first letters telling how you are
coming along and what arrangements you were finally able to make, and whether someone
suggested by Dre Nakai has gone with you in connection with the botanical work,

I am leaving Sunday, for the lidwest, the Nortlwest and the Paecific Coast, with
Dre Tugwell and others, Lee Strong will join us for a part of the way and Silcox also,
if he can. Ve are going into the drought area, and I am going to visit our cereal work
and our dry land stations = part of them with Dr, Tugwell, and then we go over into
Montana to see the white pine blister rust work, visit the stations in Viashington and
Orepon, and then oome down to California and touch some of those that we did not wvisit
last years My stey in California will be short, Ve expeot to visit the subsistence
homestsad projeot and then go down to Torrey Pines and tske the night train to San Diego
over to Fhoenlix, Dr. Tugwell and his assistants will flv east from there and I shall
probably back-track to California and wait for the Congressional Committee, if they
decide to come out; if not, I will return here, and after two or three weeks, I hope
to go up to Labrador for two weecks, This remains to be seen, however, as we have
plenty on owr hands here,

I wish you were going to be out on the Cosst so you ocould go around with us and
visit some of these places,

The Secretary is muoh interested in your working out plans to join Vestover and
Enlow on your return trip back so you will have firstehand information from them and
their work. They have been delayed in Moscow, getting their wisas for Turkestan and
exchange troubles have also ocaused them plenty of concern. A cable just came through
two days ago, indicating that Westover, Enlow and the revresentative from the Russian
Institute of Plant Industry had been robbed in their compartments on the night train,
Enlow's passport and letter of crelit were teken, as were his watoh, and the representas=
tive from the Institute lost his watch and 2000 rubles, so they are starting in early
to have thelr various experiences,

Archer leaves today for South America, on insecticidal plantse I must skip along
and get breakfest, I have been dovm here since half past five, and I am to meet Morley
at Carnegie for breakfast, TWe are having an Outlender's Rownde-up to hear his latest
Mayan work funight. I wish you and Stephens could be present,

‘ith best wishes to you all, end remember me to the Roerichs,

Cordially yours,

K« As Ryerson,
Chief of Bureau,

P48, The President doos know about this expedition and is interested in it, KAR
Copy to Mr. Morrison '?/21/34
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

Division of
Plant Exploration and
Introduction Dairen, Manchuria,

June 24, 1934

Mr, Enowles A. Ryerson,
Was hingtﬂn, D. C.

Dear Knowles:

Little by littls our summer oreeps alonz, and nothinz seems to be accomplished.
It is true that a week ago seems like ancient times, and we are getting along as quickly
as the circumstances permit. Our trip from Tokyo via Kobe to Dairen was wholly unevent-
ful, and with the continual ammoyanee that the military zones prevented the taking of
any pletures. The Japanese boats are good enough, and there was nothing to complain
about. Dairen is an open port, so that the customs wmere not insistent, and the passport
examination very nominal., From here on it is another story.

The first three days of our arrival, excluding last Sunday, was spemt with the
police and the Commissionery of Customs. To begin with, the polioce are taking no
chances with anyone, and their own people the most respectful of any. When I mentloned
the presence of plstols and ammmition, everyone was practically paralysed with fear of
the police and what they would do., The pesople at the Consulate would have absolutely
nothing to do with the affair, but directed me where to go and have the matter discussed,
I took the Japanese clerk from the Consulate along to talk for us, and he seemed about
ready to run at any minute. So long as there was nothing to do but handle the matter for
myself, I went to the police and asked for the top man. They finally found some lesser
one who would do, and to whom the matter was explained. They offered no objections, made
no demands, or acting in any way more than nominally interested in the matter. So that
was that. The next affair concerned itself with the Commissioner of Customs to whom I
needed to go to get passage for the baggage into Manchoukue. Again everything was fully
explained, The matter of the guns and ammmition was of more concern hers. According to
the Manchoukuo law, which has been taken over from the law in effeet in China, any
authorized foreigner may take into the country for his own protection, one reveolver, bme
pistol, and 500 rounds of ammunition. We had one pistol and one revolver each under this
scheme, and too much ammunition.

There was, as you recall, 800 rounds of ammunition for the Roerichs rifles, but I
had no rifle so obviously I did not need the ammunition. The 1000 rounds for the pistols
was just what we had brought for ourselves, amd would have been admitted with no trouble,
but to have taken that only and none for the revolvers would have made the revolvers use-
less, so that they would have been left bshind., I compromised by agreeing to take the
pistols and 600 rounds, and the revolvers and 400 rounds. That resulted in an excess of
amminition which had to be disposed of. The Commissioner said he could not store it; the
Consulate said I could store it there, but had to obtain permission from the police my-
self to do so. 8o on applying to the police permission was given to store the stuff at a
lioensed gun store, where it now is, and a receipt taken for it. That meant also, that
the boses had to be opsned and repacked, and the delivery made, all of which took time,
It has all been done, and practiocally everyone has gotten back to a normal state of
relaxation.

Had the Roerichs brought their own stuff, which they might as well have done, they
ocould have entered it with no trouble to themselwes, and our own supply would have been
admitted with no difficulty. I have written them, as you will see by the enclosed copy,
and if they get permission to move the stuff, it is left so that it can be shipped with
no very great difficulty.

Just before we move imto Manchuokuo, I will have to bring a detailed list of the
supplies which wehave for deposit with the Commissioner, and he will issue a permit for
passage of the entire lot duty free, and to pass unopened. On arrival in Harbin, I will
again apply to the police for permit to carry the gun, for which I anticipate no diffi-
eulty.

| 0/L8
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©  With these preliminary matters out of the way, I undertook to do something about the
rest of our program, There were several preliminary discussions about what was possible
and what was notj what the authorities would permit and the parts that might be visited;
who might be got to go with us in any useful capacity. Obviously the bandit business is
a serious affair, and something that has to be comtended with in every seotion. The
reports of the worst banditry are from the eastern parts of the southern provinces, but
they are bad too in the directions west of Harbin and the Khinghan mountains.

-2 = June 24, 1934

I have secured a letter in Tokyo to the General Manager of theSouth Manchurlan Resilway,
Count Ishimoto, and as he was about at the top of the scheme, or as near as I could get,
thought it was a good place to start, The SMR has a contact man, an American by the name
of Kinney, He arranged the meeting, and we took along the Japanese head of the English
Division. I explained our purpose end wishes, and the uses it was hoped to meke of the
collected material and seeds. Ixhimoto was interested, obviously, though he could neot
comment to me on the details. I told them I was anxious to get someone to go as an assooci-
ate in the botanical work, and who could speak English; who mas agreeable to them, and who
would have the confidence of the military authorities. I specified Mr. Sato of Port Arthur
as the most suitable person, but would be glad to hear of any others., There was a con-
siderable discussion over this which I did not get, of course, which ended by Ishimoto
ealling Sato and having some discussion with him.

The gist of their answer to me was that they would like to have some work done in that
regionf and would very much like to have Sato pgo, providing it could be arranged. They
seemed to want to know if I wanted an assoclate or a servant. Obviously it couddn't be
both, so I told them I wanted an associate. That all took place on Thursday, and arrange-
ments were made to go to Port Arthur to visit Sato on Saturday. From that meeting I went
to meet one of the Agriocultural men in the crop production seotion, where there was more
talk, and directions sbout visiting thelr field stations at one or two points along the
railroad. In the meantims, Mr, Kinney said he would get me letters to influential people
in Mukden and Hsinking, as it would be necessary to make further arrangememts. These are
conesrned with the military authorities,

On Saturdey the head of the English Dividon came along and we went by automobile to
Port Arthur. Port Arthur is the seat of the EKwantung CGovernment, which means that it is
the government of Manchuria. There is nothing else there except the essentlals of govern-
ment and the remaims of the battle fields. The old Russian palaces and buildings are used
for the government offices. We arrived about ten oblock and were shown into a room, and
met the head of the Buresu of Information or Propaganda, which ever you think it may be,
and Dr. Sato. Mr. Takawa, the Information man, is a Stanford graduate and speaks English
well, Sato unierstands English to some extent, but seemed hesitant about speaking. The
purposes, places, methods, etc., were all gone into again and explained in detail. It was
agreed that Sato could and would go, and the details would be worked out without much
delay. Therewas also some talk of a second person to go along in the capaclity of a servant,
who could speak Chinese, for the bulk of the people with whom we will come in contact in
the country speak only Chinese. It is desirable, too, that this latter person speak English
8o that all in all, there can be no inabllity to make our way.

4 word of explanmation is due about Mr. 3ato, He has published a good deal about the
flora of Manchuria, and has identified a preat many of the plants, He is the botanlast that
seems to have the full confidence of the EMR which is no small thing, His regular job is
to teash in the college of Port Arthur, but the semester is about over, and he can go. He
is some official in the army, so that his conbact there is well worth whiles, and he would
go with the full consent and ccoperation of the Japanese government. He has been over the
region which we wish to get into, has collected there, smd knows the places where the sort
of material is that we want. He did M¥X know some of the bandit ohlefs in that sectionm,
but as these chiefs resign or disappear for
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unstated reaxons; he do 28 not now know who he may meet; which 1= no great
matter so long ashe lms the requlred experience. In every way, It seems to me
to ke the besk sort or arr ngement for the summer; one of the best botani ts
in Manchurla, who has been over the ground knows the plants and where to
get them, and has the of ficial sanction and good will of the government.

The matter of compensation has not been arranged. I put the  question to them
and to him, but Sato was embarrased to discuss the matter, eppec ally as his
salary goes on with the government. So the other people are going to discuss
it and wlll propose a sala y, which they intimated would e nomihal.

The mtter of the bandlts cannot be ignored. There was a proposal that we might
go from canp to camp or garrison of the arm that i1s stationed in the field, and
which are scattered In many places over the area., The idea that we are going to
manage our own protectlon seemed to be rather remote in our mihds. Sato 'd 1idea
was that a little money would get us the lec al protection we might need, and he
seems to know how to manage that sort of thing., But we will bewmable to do other
than to follow the instructlio s of the army in the areas they designate., The ban-
dlt season seems o come to an abrubt end alont in September when the koaling
get=frosted down, and the quick place in which to hide is no longer available,

That 1s no promise,however, that enough of them could not assemble on short
notice on the arrival of a prospect.

We went to Sato8s house and looked at several of his herbarium sheets and
fpébdments. These wer e collected in different years, bit the grasses would
indi cate a larvest season darly in September, which he says is about right.
There should be time enough %o get to the field and get established there in
the north section well in Adv nce of the flowerng season. “ou can see that it
i1s going to be imposd btle to cover any large area a:d really agquire anything.

I have asked “ato to drawup e detailed plan of places and dates for the rest
of the season, or the duration of the trip, He wants to take some time for
this, so 1t will not be forthcoming for a little whils wet, and I am unable
to suggest here what it willl be,

In all of the scheme there has been no opportunity to take account of the
floerichs. I wrote them from Tokyo and I have writtien them from here but have had
no answer. I enclose papers which show something of thelr movements and duties
and T know the Yapanese papers have had additional articles. However, whether
they have abandoned our part of the expeditlion I do not know, nor can I see where
they are doing anything to assist i1t on 1ts wayy yet I cannot foregokx the

oppor tunity to bulld up the organization = s we go along, amd get the means
available for the job we have to doj They did not enter through Dairem, but

the people we need most of all are here. I am obliged to make thege arrange=
ments with Sato, because he 1s the best man I can find who is able to help us,
and probatly the best man in lanchurils,considering that we are dealing with

the mattercof-fact Japanese., I am hiring him, and another assistant probably,

snd we are making ouwr plans for the field work both as to time and place.

How this will fit in with the Roerichs lwadership in the expeidtion I do not
know, but it is either a matter of doigglt now or not at all, So far asthe
matter of protection which the Koerichs will afford foes, I know that the deai-
sion resats with the anam Be, even if we are in Manchukuo., If they have done
anything atout the matter, they have failed to say anything xkm to me, but the
Arrangements with Sato abd the Japanese here are going forward satiafnuturily, and
any radical injections or refusals into the schmme may defeat te whole summer ‘s
work. It may be that they assume that I have left every decision in their hands,
and am doing not hing escept be a long time in getting to Harbin. I can see

from the papers they have had a busy time of it, and they may have had to neglect
something, btut will take up the minor details as the cropseason draws on.

I hope to leave here during the present week sometime, and will Eo to lMukden,to
Helngking and to Harbin. It is likely shat Sato will join us at Harbin, and we
Qlll Immediately get to the desert, I hope to have a word at Harbin as I have

had none yet except the cable, and can suggest no other address for some time
to come,

Before you get thls new flscal year will have started snd the various people

scattered for the s ujmer.The American news has practically disappeared from the

papers, but I trust everything 1is going along in eccellant fashion _
Wuth best regards, Sincerely,
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P.S8.Iforgot to mention that the radlo gave the Japanune a few uncomfortable omen
morents, but on assuring them that it weas not a receiving set and not a short
wave set, the mtiter was leff that way. There is some radio new going around
whihe 18 not for forelgn ears,

I heard a story about Rock. lask night. I met some people who came over on the
Coolidge which 1s the ship he came to Yokohama in. As every one is called out for
passport examinatlon, usually about two hours before they get to you, the psssen~
ger temper usually irritated. The Japanese are very insistent about knowing everw
one(s business and for omse reason semm to have generally hrawhuntcg the travel-
ling public. When Joe came along in the line to be questioned, the Yapanese
officer asked him whar his business was in China. "That 1z none of wour business"
said Joe. The officer couldn't think of any snswer to that. He asked him then how
long he Intended to stay In China ."That again, i1s none of your business”,

sald Joe, "You can permit me to get off in Yokohams or not as vou please, I have
seen the place a dozen times, and I am here only one day. But what I do in China
or how long I stay I repeat is none of your business." The officer handed back
the passport without another word. Everybody else got a great kick out of

seeing somebody with intelligence enough to talk back.

COPT

Dairen, lanchuria
June 20,1984

Mr. CGeorges de Roerich
¢/o The Americsn Consul
Harbin, Manchuria

Dear ¥y, de Roerieh,

Qur progress through Dairen has been retarddd somewhat by the regulations con=
cerned with the possession of arms and ammunition. I will be unable to bring
your rifle ammunition, and half of your revolver ammunition. By glving up an

equal mumber of my owmn ammunition, I will ke ableto bring four hundred rounds
for your revolvers,

I am attempbing to leave the remainder in such a msnner that it canx be sent
to yo readily on presentation to the Commissioner of Customs and others con-
cerned, of the correct permicssion from the Manchukuo police. In the meantime
Iwill find some place in which the excess may be stored

It will be three or four days yet before I am able to leave Dairen. Duri
this interval 1 can be reached through the American Consul. i

With your aperior contacts and Influence you should be able to gecure permi
for all of the amunition to ppss. In case wyou do not ressall the amnuntg I i

would remind you that there are here 800 rounds for your rifle, 800 rounds
your revolvers and 1000 rounds for our pi stols., ¥ » 800 nds for

With best regards,
Sincerely yours
H.G.(¥ac)3llan

Alr lail



Dairen, Manchuria
June 26, 1934

Mr. Arthur Garrels,
Consul General
American Consulate,

Tokyo, Japan.

Dear Mr, Garrels:

I am obliged to ocall on you again for assistance, this time to help in obtaining per-
mission from the Japanese to embark onthe expedition which we have undertaken. In addition

to stating the request they have made, it may assist you if I give details of our endeavors
since we have been in Dairen.

After the matter of the arms and emmunition was disposed of, which required the better
part of three days after our arrival, I began to explain the purposes of our visit to those
who could help us, and ask for their help in gaining permission from the authorities, and
their assistance and participation in the work. I need a Japanese botanist, whom I am
willing and able to employ, and who might act also in the capacity of interpreter. I came
supplied with a letter of introduction from Dr. Hishida to Mr. Ishomoto, the General
Manager of the SMR., While I did not expect Mr. Ishomoto to be greatly concermed in the
affair, it was an opportunity to start at the top, and reach the people I wished to see
with greater faeility. Mr. Vincent first arranged a meeting with Mr., C. B. Einney, an
American, who is one of the Secretaries at the SMR. Mr. Kinney arranged a meeting with
Mr, Ishomoto on June 21. I met there also the head of the English Division. Mr. Hayakawa,
who took me to Mr. Ishomoto, and acted as interpreter.

I explained fully our purposes, the needs in the United States for grasses for erosion
control, and the parts of Manohuria we wished to visit west of Harbin and on the west side
of the Ehinghan Mountains. I explained that I wished to employ some Japanese botanist in
the capacity of assoclate who had the confidence of the SMR and the Japanese Government,
and proposed the name of Dr. Junpel Sato of Port Arthur. Mr, Ishomoto was interested, and
intimated that they too had an interest in colleoting such materials., In addition, he
called Dr. Sato by telephone, which conversation was lost on me, but arranged a meeting for
me with Dr. Sato in Port Arthur on the following Saturday.

On Saturday Mr, Hayakawa appeared at the hotel with an SMR car, we drove to Port Arthur,
and met Dr. Sato and a Mr. Taweka in a room of the Kwantung Government Office. Mr. Tawaka
is a graduate of Stanford, sbout 1920, I do not at the moment know what his official

capacity is in the Ewantung Govermment, but he seems to be concerned with Information and
Propaganda.

The entire purpose of the expedition was explained agein at this meeting, the type of
desired seeds and the general area in which it was hoped to get them specified, and every
question answered. Dr. Sato could and would go with us, which deoision had obviously been
reached before our arrival there, A third man came in, whose name I did not learn, but
whose assent was required for Dr. Sato's partioipation, and which I understood was given.

I asked Dr, Sato to prepare an outline of a plan for such a trip, giving what he thought to
be a suitable itinerary, and naming the grasses which could be collected in the several
areas to be visited. The meeting ended with the apparent understanding that the expedition
was approved, that Dr, Sato, who in addition to being the best Japanese botanist in
Manchuria was an official of the Kwantung Government, and had some officlal status in the
military orgenization, would accompany us. Dr. Sato was to submit his plan early this week.

Yesterday Mr., Hayakawa asked me by telephone to call at his office.

He explained that it was necessary to suspend activity in the matter until some word of
our presence and purposes had been received from the Japanese Foreign Office by the Ewantung
Government. He suggested that I should wire you, that you in turn might ask the Ambassador
to let the Japanese Foreign Office know that we were here and for the purposes I have out-
lined. I asked Mr. Hayakawa to have this request fully stated in a letter to me by the

person who required that this be done, but he demurred on the proposition, saying that such
was not the Japanese custom,.

What additional requests, if any, might accompany the information, I am unable to say,
but the purpose of 1t is to get us permission to proceed into the territery contiguous to
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the Gobi Desert tec oollect seeds of grasses and other plants whioch may be useful for the
esontrol of erosion in America. I should add that Mr., Hayakewa intimated that such seeds
and grasses were regarded as war materials, and it might be very diffioult to obtain permis-
sion at all to prooeed with the plan. In the meantime I have received the outline for a
field trip from Dr. Sato, which does not appear to be partiocularly adapted to our wishes,

I have taken the more time consuming methed of writing you about this matter rather than
to telegraph, because 1t seems to me that the fuller explanation may be of more benefit to
you, and so to me in the final outoome. My, Vincent has explained the course you will have
to follow in witing Washington so I am prepared for some delay in the answer.

With best regards, and many thanks for your assistance in this matter, I remain

Very truly yours,

He Ge MacMillan
Prin. Agr. Explorer

Via Air Mail
Ene, 1
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Dairen, Manchuria,
June 26, 1334

Mr. J. L. Mahoney
Washington, D. C.

Dear Joe:

Your letters of May 21 and 22 have caught up with me here,
arriving yesterday, and are the first to be received.

There have been a number of incidents which will be good experience
for the preparation of any more trips to this part of the world, as well
as 2 valuable help in the selection of supplies and eguipment. The little
amunition and guns which we have are quite a bother, and I am wvery thankful
that I did not bring more. The Hoerichs made a mistake when they did not
telkke theirs with them, for I am leaving it behind in Dairen, and they can
send for it if they are able to get permission. On account of their re-
volvers I have to abandon a part of my ammunition for the time being.

The matter of the Japanese visas worked out well enough, as I think
I explained in a previous letter. It all goes to prove, however, that one
should take more pains to look after his own affairs, which when he does,
tend to go wrong or confused. I may explain also, that I had the American
Consulte in Tokyo wire back to the State Department about the Russian visas,
and as the permission had been glven the Russians were advised from Washing-
ton sources, I was directed to call at their Consulate for them, and the
matter was satisfactorily concluded. The letters concerning the guns from
the Japanese were about alike, and actusally were identical in context. At
no time did Icexpect to carry the plstols in Japan; but permission is re-
guired to possess them under any circumstances. I have not exposed the
letter from the New York Consul, but the Embassy letter was useful here in
Dairen, and I was glad to have it. I can understand how it came about too,
that I brought all the ammunition and the pistols and revolwvers. The radio
is under suspicion, as sending equipment is wholly barred, and short wave
recelving sets are not permitted, but fortunately, we are interested only in
news broadcasts, and the ones we can reach or care to hear are longer wave
lengths.

The number of the typewriter which I received in San Francisco is No.
1046459, and has a small letter "t" just below it.

Your directions about charging each letter of authorization will be
followed. At the time I bought the steamship tickets in Los Angeles some
payment was necessary, and I could not wait for Stephens to arrive. Another
reason was that by using both tickets, I was able to get the baggage (excess)
carried free. We will be using no more requests in the near future, as no
American boats use the adjacent waters.
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This brings up another matter of some lmportance to me. Apparently
I am not permitted to purchase tickets for Stephensg, either on transportation
requests or for cesh in a foreign country. In exchanging doilars into foreign
money I teke a receipt which has to be included with the expense account. It
is a great saving in money to us to have one person able to make the purchsases,
because of the purchase of money. For instance, I bought enough yen to purchase
tickets through Japan to Dairen. Stepnens has also to purchase yen, which
leaves us both with an excess, as well as both having the expense to purchase.
From here on the yen is not used, and we have to buy Manchoukuo yuan instead.
We cannot get a receipt for yen into yuen, for the auditor permits only receipts
for dollars into other currency to be submitted. We take a loss again with no
receipt to help us out. It is difficult to estimate for both of us on entry
into a country, and the safest way is for one to get enough to cover expenses
to be claimed in an expense account, and the other to estimate as nearly as
possible what he can slip through with for personal expenses. Another point
is, that for some reason unforseen at the moment one might be put to some large
expense, and run through his authorized amount, while the other with vlenty
of reserve could not help him out. But as = matter of convenience to each of
us in the purchase of tickets, and a saving to our pocket in the purchase of

money, we would appreclate having the letters amended to make one able to buy
for the other.

There scems to be an idea that one traveling in a foreign country gets
wealthy by some mysterious business in the exchange of money. The dollar is
worth only fifty cents at home, and is worth no more than that here. Our
liberal allowance shrinks to three dollars on that scheme, and that is about
what it comes to. The matter of fees is too tedious and futile to mention
again. We will be anxious to see our new letters.

In addressing us, I would sugeest that you send mail via the Tokyo
Consulate, as I am keeping in touch with them by correspondence, and they know
our location. I presume the nearest consulate for the next few weeks will be
Harbin, but mail can be readdressed as well as not.

Best regards,
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UNITIED STATES DEPARTHENT OF AGRICULTURE

Bureau of Plant Industry
VWashington

Division of
Plant Ixploratlion and Introduction

MEM,ORANTU M

Staff of Fxpedition:-

Professar Nicholas de Roerich, Chief of the Expedition.

Georged de Roerich, Assistant to the Chief of the Expedition and in
charge of medicinal resesrch

Dr. Kaclillan, botanist

Mr, Stevens, asslstsnt botanist

A Japanese secretary md Interpreter,

The Exped tion 1s organized by the “epartment of Agriculture, U.S.A.

Purpose of Ixpedition:=
The programme of the Lxpedition 1s to visit durling the summer months the
Jehol region with the purpose of collecting and conducting botanical studies,

The winter months will be d-votéd to the study of the materisl gathered
either Iin lanchukuo or Tokyo.

Prof, de Roerich scoompanied by le Georges De Roerich and the Japnnt-lu secre-~

tary of the Lxpedition , will proceed to lianchulkuo, leaving Tokyo about the
24th of lay and Shimonosekl about the 27th er 28th inst,

The autlorltles are requested Eyxixxf@mmxgx kinddy to grant a lalsseg<passer
permit through the lanchukuo Custome at Antung for their personal baggage

consisting of 23 pleces containing personal effects, two typewritéms,
and soientific books, one lannlicher hunting rifle No. 33535,bore 8 m/m with

?gﬂr%unda}amnitmn and one shotgun ,No. 202150, made by lauer & Sons,German:
ore.

Dr. dacliillan and “r, Stevens are scheduled %to reach Tokyo during the firest
week of June bringing with them the Expedition's equipment (botanlical
equipment, photographlc supplies, tents, flre-arms and armunition,etc,)

The authoritlies are re:pct:tfull;r requested to extend them assistance during
thel r passage through Japﬁn %o Jancnukuo, as well as a lalssez passer permit
for their baggage at Hokohama and Sntung.

1. Introduction to the kKanhukuo authorities,

2., Custom facilities for the Ixpedition's equipmahh, fire srms, smmmunitlon,

etC.

3: Visas for HKanhulo

4, Pacllitles for the botanist of the Expedition Dr, laelMsllan and his
assistant , Mr. Stevena, arriving in Tokyo with the lxpedition's
equipment in the first week of June,



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

Dairen Manchuria
June 29, 19234

Mr. J. L. Mehoney
Washington, D. C.

Dear Joe:

In answering your letter the other day I over-
looked your remark about the trunk trays. I called
your attention to the way in which the trays fit in
some of the trunks, in that they were too tight.

You proposed to see Mr. Topham and have the dimension
of the trey altered.

The fault is not in the tray but in the trunk.
There are at least two sizes of trunks, at least in
length, and it is in the shorter one that the trays
£fit with too much difficulty and urging. There are
other differences in the trunks also, one of them
being the sbsence of small holes through the base of
the peir of snaps through which car seals may be
passed.

There is nothing to be done about the trunks
as far as we are concerned, but the faet might be
mentioned to Mr. Topham.

Ve continue in Dairen, for how long I am unable
to say.

Very truly yours,

H. G, Mac Millan

NO/34
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Hﬂ,rbin’
June Iﬂtp 1934.

Dear Frances,

This is my first letter from Harbin, We arrived
here on the 30th ult, after a wonderful trip through Korea
and Manchukuo. The authorities were most cooperative, and
extended to us every courtesy. The baggage was permitted to
enter without examination. Both the Féreign and War Depts
have given us letters of introduction, and the Foreign Dept.
has recommended to us a secretary who has served in the coun-
try for 25 years. Please inform of these facts our Friend,
We are now here preparing for the field-work in the Khingan
and Jehol., It is very unfortunate that we failed to get in-
formation about the sailing of the two botanists during our
stay in Tokyo. We neither knew the date of their sailing, nor
the name of the boat on which they were coming. We have however
requested the Foreign 0ffice in Tokyo to extend to them assis-
tance during their passage through Japan, and have left a let-
ter addresed to Dr.Macmillan at the U.S.Embassy, On our arrival
to Harbin I received through the US Consulate a cable from Mr,
R. informing me of the sailing the botanists. Had we known the
name of the boat on which they were coming, we could have taken
further steps with Ehe Custom authorities in Yokohama. S
To-day “rof. Roerich recei¥ed from the Chosen Bank
two cheques : One dated May 2nd to the sum of § I35/- and one
dated May 3rd to the sum of & 225, Since the total of the. two
cheques does not correspond to the sum of % 500 agreed upon,
we request to kindly investigate the matter., We received no
letter explaining this sum. I fail also to understand the sum of
% I03/- received for me by SGL. Please inguire and let us know
for future guidance. It seems very strange that such things
should hapvoen after the programme was approved and our letter
of March 22nd accepted. Before our departure Mr.R and Mahoney
have told me that our budzet contained in our letter of March 22nd
has been apvroved. The plan was made effective from April 7th and
the first monthlv payment was due on Mav 7th according to assuran-
ces received before departure.

withe Corels e Mwh/\t

FRonenty
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Daren, Manchuria
July 1, 1934,

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. SATO

In oonsidering the Memorandum which you submitted recently for "THE Proposed Investiga=-
tion Tour", it appears that there are some différences between your General Outline and
Detailed Itinerary, and what would appear to be a schedule which would permit the finding
and collection of seeds from an environment more in agreement with the locations in Amerioca
in which it is intended the collected seeds will be planted.

The submitted schedule provides for an extensive colleoting trip, stopping at four
places. 4t each of these places speoles of Astragalus and other Legumincceae are to be
found. Only two species of grass are suggested as available, an Elymus at Taonan and a
Stipo at Manchouli., While these are all useful plants, it was hoped to expend the energy
of this expedition in the study and collection of more species of the Gramineae, and
especially from enviromments conforming more to the dry and desert-like situations in
America where the collected seeds, if any, will be planted in the expectation of holding
and binding the soil to prevent or retard erosion.

While a specific locality c ammot be designated, the areas which it is desirable to visit
are the fringes of the Gobl Desert in the neighborhood of Hallar to Manchoull and southward
from the railroad. There 1s no intent to make extensive field collectlons eastward of the
Khinghan Mountains.

The plants in the desirable region should be examined, not alone from the purely botani-
cal point of view, but careful note should be taken of the following:
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Daren, Manchuria
July 1, 1934.

The habit of growth of the plant.

The type of so0il in which the plant grows.

The amount of rainfall which the plants receive, and the distribution of it throughout
the growing season.

The type and extent of the root system of the plant.

The attraction which the plant has to browsing animals,

If any of the plants are unpalatable or poisonous.

The poesibilitlies of the plants as noxious weads,

Diseases which attack the plant in any part.

addltion to the specles which you have mentioned, there are a number named in the "flora
Manchuria and East Mongolia" which are highly desirable. I would mertion the following:

GRAMINEAE

Andropogon micranthus

Zoysia pungens

Boeckmannia erucaseformis

Agropyrum sp.

Sporobclus sp.

Aristida spe.

Festuca sp. (F. Blatior, F. gigantea, F. thalassica, F. maritima)

Poa Spe

LEGUMINOCEAE
Lespedeza sp. (L. cyrtobotrya, L. tomentosa, L. virgata, L.
floribunda, L. cuneata, L. trichocarpa, L. medicaginoides, L.
sericea, L. striata, and others)
Medicago spe

Viecia spe
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In addition to the above, which may or may not be found in the area which I have
indicated, there may be other specles of desirable plants not named or suggested here,
or which may be emtirely news

It would appear that a satisfactory etudy of the plants in the region would require more
time in the field than you have alloted, and that the only suitable way to do would be to
remain in the field for the duration of the study. The collection of the seed, which is one
of the prineipal objects of the expedition, would require our presence over a longer perioed
of time than might be designated in a prepared schedule. Some speéies, for instance
Sporobolus, have few seeds per plant, and drop them very easily at the time they beocome
ripe. It is reasonable to suppose that late flowering in some species might come very close

in time to early ripening of the seed in some others, so that it would be highly desirable

to remain in the field for the duration of the work.
I am submitting the foregoing Memorandum for your further consideration.
In view of the rather detalled observation which I feel is necessary in selecting the

plants for the purposes we have for them, you may have additional advice to offer and

routes to suggest for an intensive study during the summer,

Respectfully submitted,

HeGs Maclkillan



Dairen, Manohuria
July 1, 1934

Mr. Knowlee A, Ryerson,
Washington, De Ca

Dear Enomlas:

A long week has passed, and while there ought to be much to tell you, actually there
is very little to report. I am informed from different sources, some of which I regard
as reliable, that it is a common practlce to open the mall, so that there may be reluc-
tance to express some sentiments, which after all may jusf as well remain unsaid. However,

as the gist of my remarks this week are falrly common property I feel no hesitation in
going ahead.

I wrote you last week that matters seemed to be getting on to the point where we were
about to start off on the expedition. Last lMonday there wgs a hitch in the operations, and
everything was suspended until further word could be had from Tokyo. I am enclosing a copy
of my letter to ¥r, Garrels, the Consul General at Tokyo. He had been furnished with full
information about our business when I was there, and has followed it with some interest, so
I felt it quite due him to explain in detail the incidents leading up to the last call on
his positlion and resources. Also, 1t would serve to guide him and the Ambassador in any

additional steps which they might wish tc undertake. The information will serve also for
your use.

There is a little more to add to that. By a devious route the information got to me
that the Japanese considers that there are three alternatives which are possible., One, to
let us go on where we wish to go, with no further concern on their part. Two, not to let
us go. Three, to permit a partial attempt to secure some of the things we want while
accompanied by an armed escort which it will be their duty and privilege to furnish.
Concerning number one, that is more or less out of the question, for in case something
might happen to us there would have to lengthy explanations which would be unfortunate
and satisfy nobody, and be a reflection upon them for permitting us to go on in that
marmer, and upon ourselves for going. Number two is really the course they wish to pursue,
ags that neatly solves the whole affair without further expense in this direction to all
concerned, and is the safest policy to pursue. But they do not wish to do that, as there
are some other points to be considered in such & course. There is, as you know, the
amouncements that Manchoukuo is now a peaceful country, that one may trawel in safety
throughout the length and breadth of the land, that the bandits are subdued, etc., and it
would not be strictly logicasl to go back on that pronouncement., The third alternative is
perhaps the only solution, and what will come of it remains te be seen.

In the event that an armed escort goes along I can feel no greater security than if
I had gone alone, and the reasons are obvious. Since I have heen in Dairen I hxve been
noting on a map as well as I could, the points at which bandits raids have taken place,
the nurbers involved, and the ciroumstances of the attack. There seems to be no reluc-
tance on the part of the bandits to set on soldiers, and usually there have been scldiers
in every party that has been held up, Instances of attack on persons or small towns have
not been so common. The reports are that the bandits make their attack, and then ride
away to the top of some hill, The soldiers spread out below in an effort to hem them in,
and as they are too few to make a ring around the place, the bandits can see from their
point above which is the proper and safe way of escape. I have not seen any reports
recently of the capture of any of these men. I am told that along the railway north the
fields aremarked on each side of the right of way with red flags beyond which no kaoling
or other tall orops may be planted. The bandits get in the kaoling, which grows eight
to ten feet tall, fire on the trains, and then disappear into the growth. The Erains
north of Hesinking run only in the day time, and are then mreceded by an armed train, etec.
There are reports almost every day of the transhipment of sock and wounded soldlers from
the north through Dairen to Japan.

In the north-west area the reports of fighting have not been s¢ numerous. The best
information which I ocan get is that the area along the western section of the Chinese
Eastern Railway, which takes in the section I have wished to wislt, is regarded as a mili-

tary zome, and in which preparations are evidently going on in view of Russian Activities.
The extent of the truth of that idea I cannot tell, but there is one very signifilcant
fact. There is no news from there. There are no bandit raids reported, no accidents on
the railread, and nothing of an unsettled nature. The remark which you will find referred
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to in Mr. Garrel's letter about grasses and seeds being war materials, which forethought puts
them in a speocial class, and immediately nonavailable to us, may have been developed to fore-

stall our goimg there when the time comes to go. Another point bearing on this matter will
come along in a moment,.

There seems to be this settled polioy regarding news. So long as there are discussions
of war and war preparations in the papers nothing is likely to happen. When the news fades
out and nothing refers to it for some weeks there is comsiderable danger that something may

be about to break. I am rnot certain that something of the sort is not now going on involving
the region which we wish to get into.

Following the suspension of the plans for the expedition I began to make plans for some
alternative action. After talking it over with Mr. Vinoent, the local Consul, I had the
representative of the Chinese Eastern Railways visit me at the American Consulate. The rail-
road is in the hands of the Russians, though for how long or by what actual arrangement I do
not know. The representative, lr., Viokman, is a Russian, and speaks English well, I
explained to him yather fully the situation I was in, and what I wished to do, and proposed
that in case tho Japanese refused me periission to go into the Hailar region, that I might
wish to go to Russia and work in the region beyond the border beyond Manchuoli. He assured
me that the same topographical situation existed beyond Manchouli as there was on this side,
and that as far as he knew the same grasses and general types of vegetation would be found
there as in the section we are aiming ats I asked about the diffioculty of bandit raids, ete.,
and he seemed to think there would be none of that. However, in case I wanbted to go to
Russla I would need to enmter through Khavarovsk, which is the center of the Russian activity
and imtelligence for Eastern Siberia. I broached the question of renting a car on the rail-
road to live in in oase we were able to remain in Manchoukuo territory, which he seemsd to
think was feasible and no doubt would be made available for our use at a reduced figure,
Following this, he suggested that I meet the Russian Consul in Dairen and explain the situation
to him, and @t his reacktion to the matter. IHe would arrange the meeting and act as inter-

preter, as the Consul spoke neither Japanese or English. Tho meeting was oalled for the next
day, and I went to the Russlan Consulate for it.

At this meeting there were three of @s, the Consul, Mr, Vickman, and myself. The situa=
tion was briefly rehearsed for the Consul's bensefit. Inbrief, he assured me that it was the
policy of Russia to make every effort to assist sclentists in any pessible way, and that we
would be entirely welcome in Russia and to go and come as we pleased. Ingetting to details
about the reglon beyond Hanchouli, whioh they referred to as the Braga distriot, he seemed to
think that there might be a little difficulty there on account of its being in a military
zone, but that even that might be arranged. When I was ready to go into that region, he
wanted to be advised that he might inform his people there of our coming, and pave the way
for any faollltles they might be able to offer. Also, he wanted to know when I would be
going to Harbin in order that he might advise the Consul there concerning our work and
presence in that region. As an alternative to the Japanese proposition this seemed to be the
only solution in case we persist in wishing to get into the region in question., If the same
grasses are growing on both sides of the border, and we oan get to one side or the other of it,
something may be accomplished. On leaving the meeting I told them that I felt compelled to
wait for the Japanese answer and settle the question in that direction before embarking on any
other plan, TYou will note the reference to military activiti in relation to the previous
suggestion on that point.

The answer has not oome baok from M, Garrels this morning, and if none is received in the
afternoon mail, a wire will be sent him to expedite the matter as much as possible. You are
aware perhaps, that on my writing Mr. Garrels he has to discuss the matter with the Embassy,
after whioch a cable will be semt %o the State Department requesting the Ambassador to receive
permission to call on the Japanese Forelgn Office, which permission may mr may not be cabled
back, and if agreeable, he will call there, acquaint them with the facts they already kmow,
following which some indecisive answer will be sent to the Kwanbtung Govermment; and I will be
advised that the proocess has been completed, and an answer may be expected via the Japanese

representative here. All of that takes tims, what with Sundays and other delays entering into
it.

Another matter which interests ms, and which I have begun to suspect is that the
Japanese may be trying to delay me here until it is too late to do very much this summer,
and the work may have to be abandoned because advance of the season. I asked Dr, Sato to draw
up a plan of work, or route through which the expedition might be conducted keeping in mind
the detalls which had been explained about the work, the kind of grasses which are desired,
and the area from which it was wished to obtain them, The Memorandum which he prepared came to
me thru the SR, and was evidently delayed both in his preparation and in the transit. We
worked over a set of the Flora of Momgolia and Eastern Manchuria, which is mostly in Japanese,
and pioked out a number of speocles in which we are interested, and drew up a reply to the Sato
Memorandum. Im enclose a copy of it. We were unable to make out the places where
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Expedition Folder (Alma) given by K.S.Ce to Mr. Marritt July &, 1939.

August 29, 1934 FTnﬁwEiEiH?ﬂﬂtillqﬂ#ﬁaﬂrd Ryerson (6 pages)
August 11, 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan (2 pagew)
May 5, 1934 From Ryerson to Consul General Tokyo 1

May 5, 1934 From Ryerson to Consul Harbin, Manchuria 3.

May 5 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1.X

May 5 1934 From Ryerson to Mr. Allanson : il i
June 1, 1934 From Acting Secretary Phillips to Am Emb. Tokyio 1 page
June 30 1934 From William Phillips to See, Wallace 1l page

July 7 1534 From Wallaoce to Ryerson Telegram

July 7 1934 From Ryerscn to Morrison 1l page
September 17 1934 From Ryerson to Cabot Coville 1 page

April 25 1934 From Eyerson to MacMillan .. 1 page

¥arch 28 1934 From Ryerson to James L, Stephens 1 pare

April 23 1934 From Howard to Ryerson 1l pape

Uctober 21 1934 Release for Publication

President appoints Secretary Wallace Plenipotentiary to S8ign

Roerivh Pact

February 12 1935 From E.N.Bressman to George Roerich 2 papes
Attached: Preaudit difference Statement 9 pages
Januvary 31 1935

July 7, 1934 From Ryerson to Morrison 1 page
August 11 1934 From Ryerson to MaoMillan 2 pages
August 29 1934 From ¥:cMillan to Ryerson 6 pages
September 17 1934 From Ryerson to Dawson 1 page
September 17 1934 From Byerson to Georgze Roerich 2 puges
May 6 13934 From Byerson to Coville Am, Cons, Harbin /1 page ,ﬂﬁ”’r
May 5 1534 From Ryerson to Allanson 1 page
May 5 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1 page
May 5 1934 From Ryerson to Consul General Tokyo 1 page
April 25 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1 pape
April 23 1934 From Rymxsewxks Howard to Byerson 1 page
March 28 1954 From Ryerson to Stephans 1 page
September 17 1934 From Ryerson to Coville 1 pagﬁ -
September 17 1934 From MacMillan to Ryerson 1 page

July 7 1934 From Secretary Wallace to Ryersom Telegram



Paraphrase May 9 1934

Paraphrase May 10 1534

Telegram May 22 1934 From Hull to Embassy Tokio
Paraphrase June 8 1934

Telegram June 9 1934 From Hull to Ameriocan Consul Tokyo
Paraphrase June 11 1934

Telegram Juns 30 1984 By Hull to American Legation Peiping China
December 13 1934 From Secoretary Wallace To Miss Grant

May 21 1935 From ¥acMillan to Mahony (2 copies)

May 22 1934 From Mahony to MacMillan

Kay 22 1934 From “ahoney to M acMillan

June 19 1934 From Mahoney to MacMillan

June 21 1934 From Mahoney to MackMillan

June 26 1934 From ®ackillan to X ahoney

June 29 1934 From ®aclillan to Mahoney

July 13 1934 From Mahoney to Maclillan

July 10 1534 From dAssistant in Charge of Accounts teo MaoMillan
July 21 1934 From Mac Killan to Mahoney

August 7 1934 From Mahoney to MacMillan

September 1 1934 From MackMillan to Mahoney

Ootober 13 1934 From Mahoney to Maomillan with statement
September 12 1934 From Mahoney to MaocMilan

September 21 19534 From Mahoney to MacMillan

November 1 1534 From MacMillan to Mahoney and answer
November 7 1934 From MaclMillan to kahoney

May 11 1936 From Bressman to George Roeri ch
May 22 1936 From Bressman to Goerge Roerich
July 27th 1938 From George Roerich to Frances Grant
October 10 1934 From Ganrg; Roerich to Brances Grant
August 8 1936 From George Roerich to Frances Grant
June 26 1935 Press Release Manila Daily Bulletin
Te try cure for soil erosion

August 10 1934 Press Release from Washington
April 20 th 1834 From Danaher to Prof. Bosrich

Copy of letter to Emperor of Manchukuo from Prof, Roerich
August 9 1934 From F. Grant to Miss Mary Huss attached Press releass

August 11 1934 "Heald Tribiune

Maroh 19 Peiping Original letter from G. Roerich to F, Grant
April 29 1936 Tsagan Kure ™ > " " "
July 14 1935 Naran=OCbo " n " n i
October 1 1934 Harbin » " n n n

June 13 1936 From F. Grant to Bressman
March 22 1935 From Mary Huss to F, Grant and answer

November 20 1934 Harbin Fersonal

Yoy 3

page
page
Page
pages
page
page
Pages

DO =t e DO et o

1 page

L]

pPages

page
page
pages
page
pages
page
1 page
1 page attached
page
page
page
pages
pages
page

b DO bt 0O o p

bt 03 DO b et

pages
page

= Do

2 pages
1l page
1l page
1 page
1l page
1 page
1 page
2 "pages
1 pape
1 page

2 pages

Page
page
rage

= et

1 page

1 page

2 papes

4 pages



70 'fxej |

- 3 —

May 29 1934 From F, Grant to Mahony 1 page
May 10 1934 From Mahoney to F, Gramt ( original ) 1 page
From Mahoney to ¥, Grant 1 page

May 4 1934 From F, Grant to ﬁhhnnny 1 page

~ March 1 1935 Memorandum to Heads of Yivisions by Fuchs 2 pages
June 1 1934 From G. Roerich to Bs Grant (Original) 1 page
March 5 19356 From Bressman to G. Roerich 1 page

January 26 1856 Telegram to Bressman

January 26 1936 Premium of bond by New Amsterdam Casuglty Co. N de Roerich
January 26 1935 " - 2 G, de Roerich

January 26 1985 From Ryan to F, Grant

Maroh 19 1935 From Bressman to Prof. de Roerich 1 page
September 17 1934 From Bysrson to Dawson 1 page
October 13 1934 From Ryerson to Secretary Wallace 4 pages
July 19 1936 From Grant to Bressman 1 page
June 20 1936 From Bressman to Grant (original) 1 pnggﬁ

and answer July 2 1235
July 8 1936 From Bressman to Grant 1 page

attached 4 pages Press releass
April 8 1934 Telegram to /Ryerson
September 26th 1935 From Y, Roerich £0 Fe Grant (original) 1 page IH'.
June 7 1934 From Mahoney to F. Grant 1 page h
June 7 1934 From Mahoney to ¥, “rant (original) 1 page 1
November 1934 30th Cable to Dep of Agri, L
December € 1934 From G,H. Dern to Wallace |
January 6 1936 From DBressman to F., Granmt (original) 1 page
March 20th 1935 From Bressman to F, Grant (original ) 1 page
July 3 1935 From Wallace to rof. Rosrich 1 page
June 13 1936 From Phillips to Wallaoce 1 page
July § 1935 From Wallace to F. rant (orightal) 1 page

Statement of Conference at Montevideo with initials of all Trustees

March 15 1934 From Wgllace to Prof, de Roeridh (photostat 1 page
August 17 From Maclillan 1 page
August 11 1934 To Ryerson % copies 1 page
August 17 1934 To Ryerson 1 page
July 10 193¢ To Ryerson from MaoMillan 2 pages

Statement from MacMillan 2 page
June 20 1934 From Mackillan 1 page
July 10 1934 From acMillan to Ryerson 2 coples 2 pages
June 24 1934 From *ackiilen to Ryerson 2 pages

1 page attached
June 24 1934 From MacMillan to EymexanG, de Roerich 1 page



May 23 1934 From G, Roerich To “aoMillan

Appendix No 2 May 28, 1934 from G. Roerich to Maockillan
July 1 1934From MacMillan to Ryerson

July 6 1934 From MacMillan Bu erson |

July 1 1934 emorandum for “r. Sato from “acMillan
July 10 1934 From Macliillan to Ryerson

June 26 1934 From MacMillan to Garrels Am, Consul Tokyo
July 20 1334 to Ryerson

July 27 1934 From MacMillan to Ryerson

July 20 1934 to Garrels

June 26 1984From MacMillan to Garrels

July 6 1934 From “aoMillan to Ryerson

July 20 1934 From MaoMillan to Ams Legation Peiping China
July 23 1934 From YscMillan to Garrels Am Consul Tokye
July 22 1934 to Ryerson

July 16 1934 Clipping attached to lett-r

July 28 1934 From Stephens to Ryerson

July 31 1934 to Ryerson

August 9 1934 From Stephens to Vinall Washington D.C.
August 20 1934 From Ryerson to Ge. Roerich

August 11 1934 From Y¥avMillan to Byerson

August 21 1934 From “ackillan to Ryerson

June 22 1534 From Eyeraun to Maokillan

Puly 6 1984 From gzckillan to Ryerson

Zugys® 21 1934 From ¥ackillan to Ryerson

August 20, 1834 From Ryerson to Gs Reerich

August 9 1934 From Stephens to Vinell

July 28 1934 From Stephens to Ryerson

July 22 1934 From to Ryerson

July 23 1934 From Macmillan to Garrels

July 10 1934 From acMillan to Ryerson 1 pa e olip-ings attached
July 20 1934 From BacMillan to Nelson T. Johnson

July 6 1934 From ¥acliillan to Ryerson

Julv 1 1934 ¥emorandum for Dr. Sate from YaoMillan
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Dairen, Manchirka,
July 8, 1934,

M, Knowles A, Ryerson,
Washington,Ds C,

I}ea:':" Knowles:

‘I am enclosing a copy of the lManchurian Month., This is published by
the Manchuria Daily News, a daily paper, and the MONTH is a collectioh of
the news of the month as it has appesred in the daily. You get the pist
of the months news in one reading. It seems to me that one can begin to
prasp the trend of events by reading the paper, and there are some very
illuminating items in it, without their being of any great importance, It
may give you an insight into some of the ways of the loecal thinking, which
after all are more for us to contend with than the obstacles which nature
puts in our way in the field.

Sincerely,
(Signed) lae

H. G, ¥acMillan

0/46
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ff Dairen, Manchuris
July 10, 1934

Mr, Knowles A. Ryersen,
Washington, D C.

Dear Enowles:

I wanted to write to you last Sunday but I could get up no interest in the business.
The week had been a most desoltory affair, and only at the last did anything of any con-
sequence happen, I could have taken the time to have noted some other points bearing on
our business, which I may yet feel 1like dolng.

The net result of my writing to the American Consulate in Tokyo was exactly nothing.
This was more of less to be expected, except for one thing. The people we werse dealing
with were the Japanese, I did not ask that permission be secured, or that any approach
be made to the Manchoukuo authorities. The information was wanted solely for presenta-
tion to the Kwentung CGovernment, which as you know, is the Japanese Army., There was evi-
dently some lenghhy wires to washingtnn about it, and you may have heard something directly
from it. The answer, which I am not purnittaﬂ'tu have a copy of, was to the effect that
nothing could be dnna, and to take up the matter through the local Consul, and proposed .
other methods, all of which I had exhausted some time before. The Fﬂurth came in the middle
of last weel, which considerablw delayed matters, and on Thursday I sent a brief wire to
¥r, Garrels suggesting that I was still waiting for an answer. After the answer came I
reconsidered the matter, and ¥r, Vincent the local Consul, wrote a letter to Mr. Takata, of
the Ewantung Foreign Office, saying that we were waiting td hear from them concerning the
proposal for Dr. Sato to go with us; or if they had not made a decision, to suggest some
other person; and reiterating the faot that we were here on an official mission, ete. That
was sent on Saturday, though it was dated prior to that time; and on Saturday Hr. Takata
and Dr. Satoc came to the hotel for #unch and spent most of thu afternoon,

The offered the information that there had been some delay in the negotlations, due in
part to the sickness of soms higher official whose assent had to be obtained, and to
ratural delays incident to the course gm of government business. The matter of our status
had been assured to them by some office in Hainking, the Foreign Office probably, and thet
as our presence was known and arrival there expected, thers would bs no further difficulty
about that part of it.

The next item of business was the memorandum which I had sent to Dr. Sato. The purpose
to study plants with the detail which I had outlined was something new to Dr. Sato, and he
had never undertaken anything like that. Howewer, he would still go, and we could make our
investigations, and he would at the same time, indulge in some things he wished further
information about. He had been in that particular region however, and wished to return,

FHe proposed that we might make visits to places on the way, spending a little time at e ach,
seeing if there might not be plants adapted to our needs, and collecting what we could. I
felt that it would be better to spend our time in one general region, as some grasses would
be maturing ahead of others, and that with any attention given to the other details, there
was a good chance of missing most of the seed and items of interest by not staying on one
location. This was finally agreed to as the best poliey,

The next discussion was about a place to go. I wanted to get west of the Khinghan
Kountains, both to get the dryer lands and the colder winters, and the more truly desert
or plains grasses. From all points of view the best central point is Hailar, First,
there are about 2,400 soldiers stationed there. There is no chance to get away frum.tha
immediate protection of the Japanese troops. The Japanese do not trust the Manchoukuo
soldiers enrolled In the National Army unless they are offlcered by Japanese, or there are
Japanese troops in the same place. They either give out information to the bandits, or
turn bandit themselves for the necessary few minutes, or perform some other uncertain act/
Moreover, there are plenty of bandits in that territory, and it is not possible to get
very far out of the beaten path or the known protected area. The Japanese seem to be as
much concerned for their own safety in the area as for nqynnu alsa. Of all the places
whioh I could mention as agreeable RN G Fa ik AS 6 ERE R B, L to me from a grass
land point of view, the Hailar region was tha most agraaahln thum a seocurity and army
point of view. I proposed that it would be agreeable to me to go and live with a detach=-
ment of troops who were stationed in the field in that general region, in order to get out
of the Hailar e¢ity environment, but Mr., Takata was not well enough informed about these
things to say anything. So it was settled that Hailar would be the place, and to zo there
as soon as it oculd be arranged. The railroad up there from Harbin he did not regard as
safe, &s there had been considerable trouble with bandits between Harbin and Angangehi, and

suggested we should go around by way of Taonan. But I will have to get to Harbin on account
of the Roerichs and for other reasons.
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B July 10, 1934

Thether it is of any significance or not I do not know, but tThe bandit news has

suddenly ceased from appearing in the paper; which I would regard as an indication that
their activities were on the increase.

Dr. Sato sald that thera would not be any great range of grasses around Hailar, that
the soil was sandy ani very much of e plain., When asked if there was a better place,
and on the supposition that thers were no diffioulties to travel, no Bandits, or restric=-
tions of any sort, that he would suggest as better, he waid there was none better, but a
gimilar place farther south toward the Salt Lakes in Jehol in a region which was dryer.

The matter of an inbterpretor came up again, and it was suggested that Mr., Takata him-
ximself might go. This was partly hls own suggestion, and due to the fact that he had not
ssen the country in detail, yet is under the neaessity of writing books about it for pur-
poses of propaganda, he would be glad to accompany us in his officlal capacity as higher
offieial of the Kwantung Government and interpreter at the sams time. He professes to
have a rather wide acquebttance among the officers of the army, the officlals at Hsinking,
and wlse where that would meke for comsiderable facility in getting through and established.
However, he had yet to obbtain a higher permission that his own, but seemed to be under the
impression that 1t would be easily forthecoming., On Saturday Dr. Satc gave out the state-
ment that there would be no trouble about his goinge

There ware a few other debtails discussed, the baggage for ome, the matter of customs,
guns, and othey small items of permission. On leaving the understanding wes that they
would return to Fort Arthur amd make further arrangements, and when any decisions had been
reachad, they would telephone me at the hotel. They did telephone today; and it nom
appears that Dr. Sato does not have psrmission, but that it probably will be obtained.

Mr, Takata did not specify about his own. Also, I have to go baok to the police about the
guns and ammunition, the purpose of which was not disclosed., To do all of this, which
takes place in Dairen, I will obtain the help of Mr, Hayakawa of the South Manchurian
Railway. I am trying to make the appointment for tomorrow, and urge the busineszs on as
fast as possible. In the meantime I ocan see that I will have to make another trip to

Port Arthur for final arrangements there, and may get off to Hsinking the end of the week,
probably Sunday. So you see there is progress, after all.

There are reports today of more floods in the north. Mgre may come of it than just
the effect of too much water. It is not easy to comment very much on the state and oon-
dition of the country, for I camnnot see that anyone amay from hers has a very good back-
ground., The days of Dorsett and Morse are gone, as nearly as I ocan dlscover, and what
was true then is only true as regards the fasts of mature. I do think that this summer
will be the last chance there mill be for some time to get into the section we want to

visit, but I may be wrong. I am not yet convinced that we will get there as it 1s, but
the prospects do look a little better.

There is a good deal I would like to mrite about, but the time is not now right for
it, or do I fesl exactly like it, and the time is a little premature. We are going ahead
ard doing what seems to be necessary without the benefit of any other direction or sugges-
tion. There may be some mail from you at Harbin, or will be shortly. However, I suppose
the letters I have sent have arrived so long after they were applicable, that there is
1little point in answering them.

¥iss Fairehild arrived on Sunday. There was some confusion about her landing, but it
straightensd out as the day went on, I ¥mew nothing about it, as 211 my past Ilnquiries got
only negative answers. I saw her yesterday for the first time. She send her regards,
With best regards,
Sincerely yours,

fsigned) Mac

He Go Maokillan
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Little -y 1little I am learning how matters areto be conducted on this
expeditlon. Yesterday morning Dr, Tioerich as he prefers to be call-d telephon
and left his number for me to call him. I did and it was merely to tell me
spain that I should let him know when the baggag: came in. T had lunch late
due to being at the Consulste, and sat down in the lobby for a moment after
eating, The boy brought 1n a card of a Japanese who wi hed to see me, I though
it might bte a2 friend of Sato's who I knew was here., It was not. It was the
Secretary of the Expedition, He came in to see about the baggage, I told him
1t séghtcte had not come, DId I know when it would get here®” I did not. Dit

I have a recript for it? I dld not. Then he 8zid he hadbeen 4o the -Khusails
(Express C9.) who knew nothing ambout it. I asked him why he had been conerning
himself about my baggage when I had told Dr. Roerich I would let him lmow when
he came, Well, it was Dr. Roerich's orders. I asked him how he was geéting on
lie vas doing well enough . He was living at the Oriental Hotel, and had to
yeport eaoch morning, but the rest of the time, which was all day, he spent
fishing at the river, I asked what the ‘rofessor was doing. lle did nothing at
all. I asked how lUr. Roerich put in his time. He was very tusy correcting

some manuscript for books. I asked if he had@ been with them only since they
viere in Heingking. ¥o. He joined the party in Tokyo, where he was employed

in the Department of Foreign Affairs., (This agrees better than you might
think with Kswasaki's sts ement that he was a man out of his of fice.) I then_
mentioned that I had telephoned Dr. RKoerlch that morning. But Dr. Roerich

had no teleprone., Yesjbut he gave me a number, and I called him there. That
could mt be; he used no telephore, On inslsting sae mildly as I could that

I had phoned, be got a book and wen through it, then aeied for the number
again, ond went through it some more. He seemd very much excited atout this,
and Jjumped up to 1 ave., I then told him that I would phone Dr. Roerich at that
numt er when the baggage ceme in, and he could keep on with the fishing. He
sald that I must let hij know when the baggage came, and he would tell

Dr. hoerich. I asked him 1f contact with the Roerlch was to be through

him. It was; that was the way Dr, Hoerich wanted it to be. lie dusted out of
the door and hasnt come baok.

I 2ald before that he spoe no Inglish. That i s practically the truth, By
working an ldea over three or four time he gets 1t; But I have| wondered if

he didnt comprehend Fnglish or merely noghing at all, He is geeting on to=-
ward 50 and appears to be one of the officious that sometimes app are arong t'
the undersized. At any rate,hls spy syatem fell down when Foerich phoned me

and he was all of a lather to get out and go to work on the case. I can foreae
more happy days ahead,

Vith best wishes, incerely,
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July 13, 19311'

Mr. H. G. MacMillan,
c/o American Consul,
Harbin, Manchuria,
China.

Dear Mac:

We are sending you inclosed the original of Mr. Cox's
Memorandum of July 10, 1934. This is the first piece of grief
on your accounts, and I have already written you with reference
to per diem that has been allowed on your letter while aboard the
boat, and no doubt this per diem will cover this suspension covering

laundry.

Very sincerely,

J« L. Mahoney,
Senior Administrative Assistant.

JIM: G

Inclosures.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY

WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 10, 1934
Office of the Chief

"r" E" GI‘ “aﬂilian'
Foreign Plant Introduction.

Dear Mr. MacMillan:

In the Administrative examination of your expense account for
the period o...May 1=31,.1934....... aei e oteetate submitted in the sum of
$.UT 24 S it has been necessary to make ﬁunpenaiuna amounting
to $+.1.5140...... as set forth below. If any of the items are
resubmitted, they must be supported by the required explanation,
subvoucher or receipt, and be accompanied by this letter. The
account has been approved for payment in the sum of $..45.73.........

Subvoucher #9, covering laundry on boat enroute from San Francisco
to Honolulu, $1.51, as reimbursement of actual subsistence expenses is
prohibited by law, since July 1, 1932. It is noted that your L/A pro-
vides for a per diem of $2.50 while on board of vessel, but that no per
diem was claimed between San Francisco and Honolulu. It appears,
that this per diem allowance was granted in lieu of such items as
laundry, and other subsistence expenses necessary on the boat. The
correct allowance during ocean travel between San Francisco and Honolulu
is for 4} days from May 19 to 9:00 A.M., May 23, inclusive, only % day
being allowable on May 23, since you were allowed % day to 73100 P.M.,
at $5.00 per day, while actually in Homolulu. An additional % day,
however, at $2.50 per day, still remains due from 7:00 P.M., until mid-

night on May 23.
Very truly yours,

Enclosures
909-P
ALS[rDb
Agsistant in Charge of Accounts.
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COPY
Clippings attached to letter

80 PER CENT DROP IN PRODUCTION OF
STAPLES FORECAST THIS YEAR

HARENN, July 16 (Manchoukuo News Service) == A 30 per cent drop in the produetion
of staple products in North Manchuria in comparison with the normal year is forecast
this year owing to the continued heavy rains and the unfavorable weather which have
done great damage to the crops in North Manchuria, according to investigations being
conducted by the South Manchuria Railway, the International Express Company and other
organs, The investigations reveal that the sessses incessant rains have done excessive

damage to the wheat and kaoliagg erops in the Hailung, Erhohengpao, Payen, Anta, Suihua
and Fuyu districts,

Clippings attached to letter

July 16, 1934,
BANDITE ATTACK CHUNGHOCHENG

e

II#EN. July 16 (Manchoukuo News Service) == A power ful band of bandits, nupbering
three thousand, exceptionally wellwarmed, attacked Chunghocheng, Wuchangehsien, on July
13, and 'k?g.dnappd S0 police and 20 inhabitants of the town, according to a report received
by & relisble quarter here today,

\ From the Nsinking Paper

\ July 16, 1934,

BANDITS ATTACK REPAIR OANG ON W,M.R,

HARBIM,| July 16 (Manohoukuo News Service)== According to word reaching here, a repair

gang working on the bridge at Homenho, on the southern line of the W,M,R., was attacked
by bandits about 11 p.m. yesterday. Two Manchurians are reported to have beem killed,

i

Upon regeiving an urgent call for help, the railway guards stationed at Tsaichiskou
were immediately despastched to the soene,.
/

/

S
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CopPy
Harbin, Manchuria

July 20,1934

W . Arthur Yarrels,
Consul General
American Consulate,

Tojyo, Japan,

Vear My, Garrels,

In looking at my le tter to you, I g£ind that it 1s as far back as June 26th that
I wrote you last. A number o” things have happened <nce that time and while
mos t of them are od no consequence, I can give you a brief account of the inei$
dents kmit'leading up to our arrivni in Hayrbin,

After I wrote to you I saw Hayakawa of the SMR and other of ficials who inquired
if and when I was going to wire you about the matter of approsching the Japanese
Forelgn Office, The insistence that I should wire became so noticeable that

I gave no direct amnswer about the method, and was very glad that T had written
you instead, I expected the answer which came, though I did mxx have an id es
that the answer might be given the Japanese for the Kwsntunf Government, thqt
we were In Japan foy the purposes, of\ wllecting grasses. In the meantime I

had mexmkimexEx arranged a further schedule with Dr. Sato which went into some
detall ag to region to be investigated,

On July 7, Mr, Takata of the Kwaastung Bureau of Information and ‘ropaganda
came to lairen with Dr, Sato, He sald that information had been received from
their Foreign “ffice sout our activities and that 1t would soon be permissible
to @ nt!lmues The Information which he had had come by way ¢ Heingkin, and was
involved somevhat with a similar request on the part of a Professor Roerich,
After that there ensued two or three meetings in which I was guizzed quite
extenslively sbout the cnnection to none of which they seemed to get any satisfac-
tory answer, There seemed to be no objection to our Eoing, and in faet, they
opened up with 2 od d:al o f information sbout the *ailay region, the bandits
the police, and the govermment in general, I had still to make further deposic
tions to the police about our arms and amunition, give photographs, = gn
papers before a notary. But their patience was exhausted at 3dst and we were
alloved to leave Dairen last Sunday,

May I say thid thooughout all of the month in Dairen that Mr. Vincent was most
nelpful snd useful, where his judgement permitted him to act, and where his
advice avatled when action was ijpossible,

My firwt epproch in Hsingking was to the Yapanese Enbasasy, where I presente

a letter given me by the SMR to " ;Tuurumi, one of the Seoretaries, It was
merely for the purpo se of stating in the briefest way the purpose of our trip
with all of whigh he was infommed indetall in advance. Fron there I went to

the Manchukuo GYvernment Office and saw My, Kawasaki, Director of Informstion
and Publiclty. Here alan I rehearsed the story, Mr. Kawasaki has lived fifteen
years in Americs end speaks our langauge much better than the average Japanese
and seems to have R greater canprehension than most of them., He brought out his
field and inquired somewhat into the Hoerich affair, and the reasm why we

were included in 1t, The whole tenor of hils remarks was so lime the discussion
in Dairen, that there could be no reasonable doubt that the discussion in both aa
cases had been prompted from a single course, In this ocase, however, there was
& letter from lirs Céville saylng that we were coming for a purpose and that

he understood that a My Roerich was ingluded in the party also: which on its
pert was enough to get permission. Mr, Kewasaki told me that there would be no
trouble, that we were at liberty to go where we could under the ciroumstances
snd that they vere glad % help ua. While the interview got on well enough mo
far as the essentials of the btusiness was concerned, I ® uld see Yhat he was
satlsfied with the outcome, and there appeared to be a poesibility that so mething
more could be learned on my part. He was staying at the Yamato Hotel, as I founa
out at lunch time and I left word for him in the late afternoon that if he aould
spare the time, I would l1ike to see him there for a few minmutes He seat up word
sabout 6,30 that he would see me,

I begen by saying that in the meeting that morning I hed not explained fully
enough ,perhaps, the inelusion of Dr, Sato of the Kwantung Govemmment in the
partym as well as li, Takata who wishes to go with us, as his dity to write

Be ke 451 B OHHERO R STLLEEA 8 A WG, TR P PTG R o e
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This letter to Minister Johnson was ocalled forth by the oirculation of & Memorandum
t0 all and sundry that I was about to enter Chinese Turke through Sovhiét Russia ,
and that the Moscow Government had been advised, and had granted permission, Also,
that apparently I was lost, as there was no information as' to my whereabouts or move=-
ments.

Mac

e - S - .

COPY

Harbin, Manchuria,
July 20, 1934,

Hon. Nelson T. Johnson,
The American Legation,
Peiping, China,

Dear Mr, Johnsong

A few days ago in Dairen I read a Memorandum addressed by you to your several
Consulates, concerning my entry into Chinese Turkestan through Soviet Russia, You
mentioned that faoct that my whereabouts were unknowm to you, and for that reason I
will inform you of my present and future pxk plans so far as I know them,

I left San Francisco May 18, spent two weeke in Japan, mostly at Toky®, and
arrived in Dairen June 16, I remained in Dairen until July 16, engaged in efforts
to obtain permission to proceed to the Hailar region of Manchuria, From Dairen I
went to Heinking for two days, I am now in Harbin waiting for the baggage and
equipment held up by the river flood, and expecting to get off to Hallar some time
within a week,

It was not my intention to go into Chinese Turkestan for exploration work this
summer , and I do not understand where that assertion originated,s There was no deci=-
sion made in my Department at the time I left Washinpgton for such a trip., It may be
that I will return to America py passing through Russia, stopping to see two Departe
ment of Agriculture men who are supposed to be working in Russian Turkestan, and who
I may see in Moscow or elsewhere, according to the season,

My present plan is to go to the region centering about Hailar and spend the
remaining two months of summer., After that I will return to Harbin, Dairen, perhaps
%0 Tokyo, and go finally to Shanghai, from which center I will visit in other parts
of China, All of these plans are subject to eorrection and change from Washingbon,

I wil! inform Mr. Chase at ¥Mx Wukden where I ams I will see the RumxinxGox
Russian Consul here and explain that I am not now entering Russia, As the nearest
point of contact for me out of Hailar is Harbin I will remmin in commmication with
Mr, Coville, and keep him informed of my movements,

There seems to have been a misunderstanding about my intentions for which I am

unable to account, and I regret that you were put to so much unnecessary trouble in
my behalf,

Very truly yours,
He Go MacMillan,
Principal Agricultural Explorer
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Dear Knowles,

At last we have yeached bin, though I have some doubts about the present
advantage of it. I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Mr. Garrels, Vonsul
General at Tokyo, which will give gou a great many of the detalls and save me
the trouble of rewriting g large part of his letter. I could add more of it, but
of the same tenor, The reqson I have written to him, as I have, 1s that he seems
to be greatly concerned to know these things, and the State Vepartment is watch-
ing t 1e thing anxiously. L tried to get some help from them the first pd the
month as faras the Kwantunf government was congerned but it was like so much
poison to them , However, we have got on, as far as I lmow, practically on

our own efforts, though the Consula here and there have gald a word in our bes
half. The rest has conslsffied in wearing them down, Iand I think i1f nothing

more 1s sald, the trip mpy start of f from here and get to Hallar. I think it is
obvious that the Hoeplchs do not wat us along, and will be willing to abandon
us at anypoint vhere we, show the least inellnation to remain, But I lnow that
had we been on our own, we could have been In the field weeks ago.

In Hsinking T arranged)with the Department of Agriculture to have sent tp
Washington a quantity gf, seeds, These are native grasses, but most of them are
shortslived, and need %o be planted at once. I will cable %o you in a day or

two to be prepared to pecelve and plant them and hope they arrive in good
conditlon, I am g Ing /t9 ask that the State Department send them through the
pouch, as it will be 11 shipment, about four oundes c=ahs of thirty kinds, and
avo id any ri gk with thelinspection at point of entry. Most of the samples ave
from grasgses with wh they are experimenting and are from lanchuria, but I
know nothing about thiplfr specifications, and suggest that they be handled in the
quarantine house wn {they are ex mined in growth.

The yriver between
to one end, the pa

pland Heinking has washed out the railroad., Trains run
er are ferrled around in small launches about six Ximmx
at & time, and progeed from the other side. As Passengers arec going both ways
at the same Ulme, the ¢rossing takes atout nine or ten hours. That means
that no heggage iy beipg carried across, and very little or no mail, The road
may be fixed n a/day ¢r two, or it may be longer. Here at Harbin %t was still i
rising yesterday, and little by little was seeping into the Chinesge quarter., The
gholera is not egxprctefl to break out until the river overflovws. Or falling that
2aterin the sumpey, Hopiever, as soon as our equipment comes, and I can get
Dr. Sato up fyroy Port Mrthur, and probably I, Takata, who will aect for a
while as Interpreter, pnd of course as official spy, ve will be able to get
on our way, I the mean time I have to arrange for the shipment of seeds,
which will havg to be handled by mail, both from the Experiment Station to
Dalyen and frq}u; there jto Tokyo. However, anything will be a relief from the
past #1x weeks. ’ :
I do not know hwt shef arrangements will be about out of “ailar or in either,
It 1= taking/a month for letters to reach me from Waghington, or at least 1t has
for the two ¢r three Teueivad from Joe. I was thining that I might receive
some further 1ps tructilons from you here, but while the iime has secemed intermins

able to me, (I ft;ealizu_"thnt it has not been for vou, and that there is little
you can say) l { |

Toether wi | he Gnrr!l_tla letter, I am enclosing a copy of the Roerich handebill,
As 1 sald, 'this is a o py made for me by the Manchuku Gnvergment, and ought
to be auth ngtii. To ﬁwe these thrown into every door|/ might not be considered

i the paxt of a olrous or chain grogery atorey but it has not
case my, |i feel that the Fnglish language 1s but! a fumbling medium
ne Frofess(y wanted to say; and I em sorr;

sugport a word or tﬂuj;uut of some speclal vocwbulari

I trust - I!.'.'l are havi i a cool | |
R prulﬁut; e aving 00l swmmer,no that Congresyi has Journed, and that
;1: ter times are gtill ahead, As 1‘ am unakle to write to

i |

that Il' was not on hand to
e !

J
, i1
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thelr programe. Obviously the Russiana are busy on their side of the line,

Jo lurmber comes through any more, us all of it as required for military
purposes in Ruasia, There is §h a concentratlion ¢ men and machines on

the otherside, In the 1904 War she Japwmese struck before te Husdiains could
gomple te what thet were dolng at Port Arthut, It may:- e the plan again for
it 1s plain that the better the Rufaia.na areprepared the worse it will be her
From a mllltary point of view the Yapanese seem to be particularly vulner.pie
They are at the oenter of & c¢ircle. One picks up sentiment right along from
a2ll kinds of people, and 1% is always the same story. If anything does break
here 1% wlll sffect the whole reglén, and I doubt veru much if our work cmuld
be carried on to any profit. There may be some parts of China that would be
workable, but they are not in the north. You are at the center to which all
Information comes, and you can vage declaslon on ¢dbher data 4hhn our own. So
pl ase be prepared with some answers 2long about Ogt, 1 The two months inter.
val from quation to snawer is very awkward,

Sincerely yours,

Little »y little T am learning how matters areto be conducted on this
expedition., Ypsterday morning Dre. ‘oerich as he prefers to be call-d, telepho:
and left his mper for me to call him. I dld and it was merely %o tell me
again that I should let him know when the baggag: came in. I had lunch late
due to belng jat the Consulate, and sat dowmn in the lobby for a moment after
eating. The Boy brought in a card of a Japanese who wi hed to see me, I thougl
it might be i frlend ef Sato's who I kmew was here, It was not, It was the
Secretary of/ the Expedition, He came In to see about the baggage, I told him
it pbghbcte had not come, Did I lmow when 1t would get here” I ata not. Dit
I have = ra;&rﬂ.pt for 1t? I did not, Then he 8z1id he hadheen %o the Kiusails
(Expreas Cop) who knew nothing mbout ite I asked him why he had been conernin
imself abont my baggage when I had told Dr, Roerich I would let him know whe
he camp. Well, it was Dr. Roerich's orders, I asked him how he was getting on
He vias, doing well enough . He was living at the Oriental Hotel, and had to
report ecach mornlng, but the rest of the time, which was all day, he aspent
fishing atthe river, I asked what the Frofessor was doing. lle dld nothing at
all. I aagéd how lys Roerich put in hils time., He was very busy correcting
gome monuscript for books, I asked 1f he had been with them only since they
were in Helngking. Noes He joined the party in Tokyo, where he was employed
in the Department of Forelgn Affairs. (This agrees better! than you might
think with Kawagaki's sta ement that he was a man out of 1la office.) I then
mentiongd that I had telephoned Dre Roerich that morning. \Elt Dr. Roerich
had no fteleprone, Yeajbut he gave me a nmumber, and I cmlledl nim there., That
gould ot bej he used no telephone. On insisting as mildlyias I could that
1 nad phaoned, be got a bLook and wen through 1t, then la..c'd'r"_ft}r the numbex
agaln, and went through it some more, He seemd very much =:j‘aitnd avout this,
and Jjumped up to 1 ave, I then told him that I would phons Dr, Roerich at tha
numb gr woen the baggage came in, and he ocould keep on with the fishing. He
naid?that I mast let hij know when the baggege came, and ke \would tell
Dre /R-::erich. I asked him i1f contact with the Roerich was to be through
him/ It wasj that was the way Dr, Roerich wanted it to be, Jie dusted out of
the, door and hasnt come back. {4 ‘._l
i | .
1 gald before that he spoe no Inglish, That i s practical i‘g t}yﬁ truthe By
working an idea over three or four tine he gets i1ty But I have\wondered if
he dldnt comprehend English or merely nofhing at all, le 13 gecting on to-
ward 50 and appears to be one of the offliclous that somatimes app are azongt
t.he undersized. At any rate,hls spy system fell down when Roeridh phoned me
#nd he was all of a lather to get out and go to work on the casdl I can fores
moye happy cays ahead, } {\ -

With best wishes, incerely, )

SRS .
= m=
—
.
-

=
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P.S. The night paper gust cameln and gave a brief dlapatch o noerning a
washout on the weatern RR line between here and Manchuoli vhere at some
12 kllometers of rock are washed away,

Harbin, Mancruria
July 20,1934

Mr. Knowles A.Ryerson,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Knowles'

As the mails waits untfil the bag getts full I will add a further note, We
are still in the same plage and for the same ream n, There have hesm more
telegrams and inquiries about the baggage, but nothing can be found out,
end no satisfactory answer obtalned from anyone. There sre little incldents
from day to day,but nothlng of asny consequence, The plans are foing forward
Juat the ssme., I have done some local shoppihg, bought some saddle 8 which
will do at & price no greater than the cost of bringing them fiom America,
and which can be dlsposed of vhen we are through with them I have engaged
& boy to go along and do the odds and ends of work, and will look after the
equipment whlle we are in the fleld during the day,etcs I feel that we are
7o ing to lose presfige when we do not appear with a chorus of Cossalk sols
dier: and retainers of various sortsy but we did not have that many friends
out of work over here. I have mmde attangements through a local bank which
has a branch in Hallar to mke the needed contacts there, and I feel that
is a particularly good arrangement, I am sure that once we get at our work
there will be very little to bother us,.

s Takata came to-day. He 1s the of ficial of the fwantung Government, and
will go for & short time. lle seems to be interested and helpful, and I am
convinced that on h&a part he will do avarﬁhinf he can, liis aequa2intance
extends to all the Yapanese Consuls and to the Army, and it will be well
worth the cost to have him pave the way in the several directions he 1s
capable of doing. Sato 1s on the ‘le and should be here tomorrow, but
Takata saya of him that he 1s very lrresponsible; the intulligun% aolentist
who oversleeps and loes hls train, loses his baggage out of his hand and
generally gets misplaced, liowever, he will be a help with the .i‘lnrt, and

I suspect with some of the newer things which both he and we may gind.

I am hoping the stuff(baggage) is found by tomorrow so that we can be off
on Sunday but there 1sno suggestion tonight that such iz the case,

“he Roerich did not leave to-day though that was the last understanding I
had about them. They have been here several weeks, as you know, and have
everyt ing but whét we are to turn over to them,The las agreemtn was that
they would go today whether we went or not, as they are anxlous to get on.
But 1t 1s Imposstle to cormunicate with thej. He will give me no address
where he 1s living, but I have a telephone number, which 1s a Department
Store, and business has to be conducted through & clerk there, I tried

all day yesterday, a2t three different hourw in the afterncon espegially, =
when I was told each call before that he would be theres Finally L wrote him
8 letter and sent 1% by messenger with a receipt; saying that he,messenger,
was to deliver the letter only to him, Roerich; bu‘ he could not ggt any
access. @Goday Foerlch came back to the hotel with a letter, and though I
was here,he made no attempt to see me or phone me, according to the clerk
&t the desks. The letter made no mention of the fact that he was not leaving
28 per schedule,or when he would leave, I do not know what the racket 1s,
but 1t may come out In téfdm. Unfortunately the local papers is the most

mi serable kind of a sheet run by a book store owner who is Exitish, and the
local news 1s motly vhat books snd papers he has to seel, Otherwise there
might be more interviews of the loerich and detalls of their actions, The
rest of the news concerns the house gussts of the King of Fngland and similay
items, all of much Iinterest locally, 1)

I am going to write you at some length about Mter plans for this portion of
the expedition. I d® not know what you have since thought sbout 1t, or where
you want ¢ to go. I have my own suggestions which I will oo mmnicate to yous
but in the meantime you might be revolving the matter in your mind. The only
thing which I can suggest at the moment is that any and a&ll ;lans mst be
subject to phange, even radical change, and what our wishes sre riay never
fit in withithe possibilities, There 1s a suggestion that the Japanese are
sechening fon something in 1935. There are always references to i as part of

! i ' 4 —
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the several aspecles had been collected and not mych help was to be had from
any Japanese translation, Like moe § bo'anical demeriptions, the locations
are delightfully vague, but many of them semmed to be alojr the railyoad
righteofeway, which had been dittoed fram the previous location, to the
point wiere there was little or no telling ahything atout 1t. However,

with this Memo., received, I can now make a detailed answer and this may serve
to acquaint him and the EKwantung CGoernment ¥ th the precise wishes we have,’
and bring the mtter to a decisive turmn. I mve not made a copy of his Memo,
for you, tmt 1t consisted of the ltinerary for a grip startinf firom Dairen
stopping at four pleges to olleoct, and golng as far as Manchoul! and returns
ing to Dairen all within the s ce of seventeen days. A second trip would be
undertaken following the same route to colleot the seed of any species that
might be found useful, The plan had no merit from our point of viewy the
species which he listed as avallable at the several stops were differebt
specles of Astragalus,something of no outstanding value for our work/

In the Interim the weather has been doing things. I am told that there has
been agreat excess of rain up north,that in Harbin there was only one day
in June without rain, and that there was danger that the river would rise
further and flood the town, as 1t dld a year or two ago, There are repotts
alod of the excesslve tain caus mf orop failures, that cottoj has all rotted
out, and ot her orops, grain especlally, are going to be vert sha t, and that
fallure is certain for a great deal of the farm lands, In Dairen there

was perfect weather until the early part of last week, since shich time there
has been continyal rains, and some quite severe, By the last of June the
rqains are supposed to be at an end, and July begins with fine weather., This
is a vacation place for the people from the inter or north of here and also
from the Chima c¢citles, especia lly Shanghail, Tientsin, and Paiping. “he hotel
is £11ling up, and we have had to vagate our room and taken snother begause
of a previous contract for the season. Reports are all to the effect that
tke season has been late and planting was late that growth has beend elayed
and small in amount due to early drought and that now excessive rains had
rotted the seed, washed out flelds, and was causing a erop failure in the
northern sections., That does not mean that something will not be reclaimed
for the season's work,however, Just whar i1t means as far as our work goes I
donot know, but under smditions which have persisted here for the past
week no fleld work would be possl ble,

You may be questioning what course T have taken as far as the Roerich are
goncerned in this matter. I have told the Japanese that these men are in
Harbin expecting to go with us and that I expect them to be part of the
party when I reach that point. They have had nothing to say of the aubject
one vay or the other, and Iam unable to make no answer to that attitude.
There has been sufficient in the paper about them, the Japanese papers
especially, so that there is no mystery about thu!r presence hhre, What they
have sald regarding thés work I do not know, but 1t has been suggestedthat
possibly the presence of the Roerichs is one thing that i1s holding up
mattersythat while they appear to be received with some acclaim, which is
more or less of thelr own making, the facts are that 1t is the easiest way
to pass them off. The value or worth of a suggestion or intimation is
something hard to eatimate, The idea came to through the Consulate ag
belng given there from a semi-officlial source

I would welcome the opportunity to sit down and have a talk with you, but
that seems to be out of the question at the moment, In considering th
contents of this letter I think I will have to arrange to have 1% go through
the Consuls te mall via Tokyo. I may be cabling you in a few days about the
Ryssimn matter which thie may explain in part eventually. I cannot allow

less than four weeks far a letter in transtt,during vhich time 4t becomes
ancgient history. .

Sincerely yours,
(lmo.)



/59

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

Harbin, Manchuria
July 21, 1934

Mr. J. L. Mahoney,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Joe:

We reached Harbin day before yesterday after several
delays, the account of which you can get from Knowles
letters. We are stuck again for the river floods have
washed out the rallroad, and our baggage and all equipment
are on the other side. It will be a couple of days after
that before we can get on our way. In the meantime I am
busy with a great deal of correspondence and other trivial
matters, which however, require a great deal of time.

I found a letter from you here enclosing the new L/A
and the Board of Survey authority. That will come in handy
for future reference. After I leave here I will keep in
communication with the Harbin Consul until further notice,
which ought to be sometime in September. It has been gquite
impossible to work out any schedule, as nothing seems to
be conducted with any thought of time or precision.

In keeping track of our expenses you should not overlook
the bills for cables which the state Department will file

with you. There have been several about the Roerich affair
and I imagine from what they told me in Tokyo that we will
pay.

Stephens may not be sending in his supplementary
account today, as he seems to be out of forms. I have supplied
him out of my supply up to now, and no more are to be had
until the baggage is found. I have tried to send them in
as soon after the first of the month as I could. It has not
always been easy to get a quick signature by a Consul, and
after we get to the desert I do not lmow what the rule will
be. But speaking of quick work reminde me that I have not
yet heard any answer from Mr. Cox to my April account; and
pink sheets should be on full size paper with the other half
to use for "Expended and not previously reimbursed”,

Now that you are settled in new and luxurious quarters
and can smoke without spoiling your work, there wil¥further
need for us to get our stuff in faster and in greater quantity.

Give my raghrda to the galu,l and if Stephens was here he
would have more to add, I am sure.

Sincerely,

Mac
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Harbin, Manchuria
July 22, 1934

Mr. Enowles A. Ryerson,
w.lhhlgtﬂﬂ, D. Cs

Dear Enowles:

I am enclosing some correspondence and a few ¢lippings with which you ean kill
a few spare minutes, In a day or so you should receive a cable from me telling you
to prepare to plant some seeds whioch are being sents, I am umable to send the seeds
myself, because it would mean a much longer delay in gebting them to Washington, I
did not make enough copies of my letter to Kosai, which would have explained more,
but the facts are easily told. Mr, Matsushima, Director of Agriculture, Manchoukuo
Government, offered seed of several native graseses from the Station at Kungehuling,
We would be unable to harvest them ourselves, as we are out of that regions They will
prepare and send them according to the instructions I have given. You understand that
many of the warieties are short lived, and some may not survive even the month enroute
to Washington, In order not to be unprepared for them when they arrive, and have no
place to plant them immediately, I will warn you by cable,

Wihen they are received and inspected I wish some report could be made o me about
their condition, It is not that I need to know so far as they are concerned, but that
I may avoid some mistake or other in additional shipments of fragile seeds, It may
be just as well for me to know also, that I may have a word to say about them when I
reach Kungchuling this fall. It might not take more than a week to get some faint idea
about the germination, so that would be helpful too, A letter back about it would be
sufficient, and should reach me sometime in Septémber,

Our personal trunks came in this morning, so I am hopeful that the rest of the
baggage will be along tomorrow. The mails have been held up as well, and as they ocome
through, something worth while may turn up. In spite of the fact that I have been get=
ting nowhere fast, it seems to me that I put in a great deal of time working, and I am
usually pushing the typewriter eraser until late in the x evening, A little real work
might be in the nature of a vacation, and take my mind off of business,
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Harbin, Manchurdd
July 23, 1934,

Consul Ceneral,
The American Consulate,

Toleyo, Japan,
Dear Mr, Garrels:

Then in Esinking I saw Mr, Kan Matsushima, Director of Agriculture, who
offered to supply some seeds of native Manchurian grasses from the Experiment
Station at Kungohuling, I was to arrange the {ransmission of the seeds, I
have asked 1r, Kosai, the Forage Crop Expert who will prepare them, to send ﬂh-n
to you with the least delay.

The secds are very short lived in many cases, and it is necessary that they
reach Washington safely and quickly, The package will be small, and if it is
possible to do so, I would like to have it put in the pouch, That will insure
its prompt transmission to Washington without the risk of delay at San Pranciseco
or some other port by the inspection officiasls, There is no danger in handling
the seeds in this way, as they go into quaramtine in Washinpton anyway, I am
enclosing tags and labels for your use in redirecting the packages

I am prepering a eable to VWashingbon conserning the seeds, so that they
will be handled properly and quickly on receipt there,

If you have any objection to handling materisl of this kind, because of
rules of your Department of which I am uninformed, please adviee me so that I
do not make such a mistake again, It may be that some seede will accumlate
later which will need to be rushed, and if this method cannot be used, I will
attempt some other,

Let me again thank you for your help, of which I seem to need a great deale
Sincerely yours,
He S¢ MaoMillan
Ene. 2

Copy to Mr, Vinoemt
Copy to lir, Ryerson
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July 28 - 34

i¥r. K. A, Ryerson, Chief,

Bureau of Plant Industry,

U, S, Dept. of Agrioculture, :
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Ryerson:

Since Mae has been reporting in detail what we are doing (I won't say
progress) there has been no need of my writing,

Anyway we are in Harbin at last and meking a few purchases such as
saddles, supplies, ete. As yet no baggage has arrived so we are waiting
for that,

We are both anxious to be in the field as the summer is getting along,
some good old field work will be a blessing after all of the red-tape anyways

Yours wvery truly,
(Signed) J. L. Stephens
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COFY Harbin, Julv 31, 1934

Dear Knowleas,

At last we start., The tickets are bought, the bsggage is found and 12 again at
the station, We leave in the morning for allar, Two full months of efforts to
bring to bring us to this point. But the time has not been wasted, I think our
position is now as good as 1t could be, I have takata with me, who is an official
- gf the Kwantung government, and who c¢an and will open the remaining doors. Also
sto, the botanist, who I find knows the flora and can name them as they come,
Thewe two will ﬁa:ﬁ plenty of yen, but they will not stay for the duration of !
our stay; probably ten days or two weeks at the most, I have everything arranged

apparently, at “ailar, and I foresee no great difficulties to come at this t ime,
Things have a way of happening ,however,

From Takata T am learning the inside story of the Japanese attitude, in our
oase in the past mxx several weeks, We may have done better than we know to
have got thls far, VWith ho assistance from the State Depmrtment in Tokyo; with
the gendarmarie, the ater police, the Ewantung army and government in the
Leagdd Territory to win over; the government of Manchoukuo , who have never had
this sort of tbéwg problem to face before, and which ours is the first instance;
the outright susplclon of strangers; the entry into what is virtually a war
zone; and finally the growing susplcion of any and all associated with the name
Roerich -% has developed the tedlous situation we hove been through. But if

I continue I may slip and tell the truth about mmething, It look ag though I
would finally see PBapa Roeribh tomorrow, and see what yarns he has to tell,
after the lles that have gone before, Papa R. rates a Cossack guard at his door
at all Hours, srmed. It makes a great show What £tpm Tripe! '

Saw in the C.S.Monitor your interview on plant hunters. It came to hand very
opportunely., I can see we wlll be later coming out of the desert than I first
estimated on sceount of the late start, We will try to do in two months what
we should have done in four, So a little morecpaltence on your part, =and we may
come throuth with sometling yet. We're headed for the last round-up.

Sincerely,
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Feromonal

After a considersble dalay, tje two botanists have finally reached Harbin
yesterday evening, and I feel it to be my duty to infprm you 6f some of the
facts in connecwith thelr passage through Japan and banchukde. It seems
that the twoa men have not a clear picture of the organization of the expe-
dition and altogether disregarded our advices contained in my letter of May
239d which was handed over to them by the U.S. Epbassy in Tokyo. For some
reasons they kept us in the dark as to their pltna and movements/ Instead
of calling on Mr, Teiji Tsubokaml at the Foreign VYffice in Tokyo, and on
bip, Ma, 2t the Manchukuo Legation in the same city as directed in our letter
of kay 23rd, they proceeced to act through a different channel with the
result that they arrived in Dairen without a visa and started negotiations
with the authorities at thls end without infprming us of the situation. To
my letter of lMay 23rd, Mr, ®aciilland by letter of June 3rd (copy enclosed)
stating that he had no time to make the contacts and arrangements we
suggested in our letter of May 23rd., To-day during our conversation he in-
formed he that he dld not call on Mr, Tsubokami snd Mr, la as suggested., The
ngxt letter from him came on June 20th from Dairen, a copy of which is here-
with enclosed. To this letter we answered by letter of June 23rd (copy
enclosed) urging him to keep us informed o his progress and to wire inc ase
of further delays, Had he called on Myr. Tsubokaml as directed in our letter
of May 23rd, he would have had no troubles with visas and customs, During
Professor de Roerich's passage through Korea and lManchukuo the authorities
have shown utmost cooperation., We were met by the Japanese Consul on the
lManchukuo frontier at Antung, smd all our baggage and arms were permitted
to enter Manchukuo without examination. We know that the authorities were
ready to show similar courtesy to the two botanlsts as members of one party
hemaded by “rof, de Roerich; had they followed our instructions contained

in owr letter of May 23rd. To my letter of June 23rd, I received no reply
and we had to delay our departure from Harvin., On July 17th we sent the
following wire: Macmillan ¢/o American consulate,Dairen: Sorry my airmal
letter June twenty fthire unanswered stop tl;nuaihie delay further fleld
work stop field work permits ready stop in case further delays due your
gcientific work please wire your plans and date arrival Har-in.Roerich"

In reply we received the following wire (copy enclosed), Aoparently

they hadzx moved to Hsinching and started negotiations with the anthorities
witiout informing us. We do not know the plans of Mr. Macmillan for in

our conversation of to-day's date he dld not state anything fefinite, It

is time to start our fleld work and we feel it impossible to delay 1t

any further. We therefore plan % leave llarbin Iin a few days for the
Khingan M untains and Barga. It 1s extremely fortunate that we succeeded

in obtain?ng permission for fieldwork in the Ehinganrdgion, "arga and
Jehols, ®“eanwhlle I have collected material on the local materia medica

and have made the necessary contacts with local medicine men, Due to

delays c¢ause by the botaninsts, we had to sndnd an assisgnt to the Khig-
gan mountains to start collecting. All this information will te included

in my report which will 1llustrate the collection of medicinal plants

and secds. So far we were unable to sncd any financlal report but this

isa due to the fact that the necessary forms to f£111 our are still with

Dr. Mackillan in his baggage whetch has not yet arrived here, Hr, lMahoney
has toldus that forms will be sent with the botapnlsts, and that we should
awalt their coming,. - “

I have asked FRG to glve you some more Iinformation on the situation, It is
evident that the two botanists intend to work separately and for this pur-
pose have engaged a local bota, 1st lir. Sato, and even invited an offiocial
of the K,antung Government to accompany them to Khallar. All this without
consulting us, Evidently they plan to remain in Khailar and work around
the citye. If such 1s the case, we sahll have to proceed as a separate
unit with out own work. : ik

/i 1 e,
With ocordial greetings from Frofessor de Roerigh and myself,

. Yours very iinnuguly

| (signed) |
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copy ¢

I am attenpting to leave the remainder in such manner that it can be sent to you
readily on presentation to the Commissloner of Customs and others concerned,

of the correct permission from the Manchukuo police. In the meantime I will
find som® place in which the excess may be stored,

It will be three of four days yet before I am able to leave Dairen., During this
interval I can te reached through the American Consul,

With your superior contacts and influence you should be able to secure permiassion
for all of the ammunition to pass. In case you do not redall the amounts & would
remind you that there are here 800 rounds for your rifle, 800 rounds for your
revolvers and 1000 rounds for our plstols,

With best regars , Sincerely yours
alr mall Sitged HG Macmillan

e 3 3 M A 3

copy | “arbin
23/v1/34

Dre H G lacnillan
¢/o thé American Consulate,
Dairen, Manhukuo

Dear Dr. MaclM! llan-

I am In recelpt of your letter of the 20th instant, and am very sorry to learn
about the delay caused by the regulations concerned with the possession of arms
and ammunition. In case of further delays, please wire to my Harbin address to !
enable us to take proper steps with the authorities. I have just returned from
Hsinching, and had I known about the delays caused at Dairen I could have taken
up the matter with the authorities. |

Please let ns know about the date of wyour arrival to Harbin, Hotel Moderne is
the test hotel in town, _

H ping to see yéu soon in Harbin in order to complete all final arrangements,
~ Sincerely yours, ' Georges de Roerich

PRl s Ll LS EL

Leaving Hsﬁnking morning July eighteenth should arrive Harbin same evening
will édiscuss lang later limclillan, %

326 440 0 |

Harbin

E E. Jily 29th,1934
i ' | '

Memorandum

Egclosed please|fnd a copy of Dn, Macliillan's letter of the 26th Instant and
a copy of dut reply dated the 27th instant. Both letters require no commehts,
We only wish to| state that we shall act according to para 3 of| our letter of
April 21s8%t,193 ; in which we said that "if, as Mr, Ryerson proposed, for any
reason, r, “aclillan feels personally uneasy about golng to vy region we
shall not insiftx on his going, for him:>t least, to such region."
! . ; | George Roeriao

} 34 e S dE o h

[ |

j”' Harbin July ﬂﬁ\:h, 1934
1 1

Dr, George de Koerich - ﬁ

¢/o Tschurin HNayrbin |

BY Messenger | | l

Dear Dr. Rueridhi | ' h

- \
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Yolbe

I have tried several times today,both this mroning and afternoon to gulaphﬂnﬁ
u, I do not catch you at the hours I am told you will be there, so I presume
misunderstand the answers, _ .

I have becsn unable to find any trace of the baggzages I have been able to get no
reply from Dairen and the tracing from here and Hsinking has Yielded nothing
s0o far,

As you are leaving tomorrow 1 will be unable to deliver,to you the equipment
which you will need. 1t 1s guite probably that the things will be received hefore
you leave lallar, and I can either send them to you apaainl}g when they recach me
or T dan bring them to yous I suggest that you wire me from “aillar when you

2 a date for leaving there , so that there will be no further errors.

As you will be busy both here and there please make no arrangements fof me, as
Iwill b¢ able to perfeot them 'n the i nterval of my leaving,

will 3uufkinﬂly sigg the ruuuipt and return it by the messenger so that I
may know you recelved the message,

With vest wishes and hoping tp see you in Hailar, I remain, Sincerely

e R R R s

Dr. T.G.Macmillan ; Harbin, July 27th, 934
Hotel lipderne, Harvin

Deayr Dr, H;ﬁﬁillln,
I have ¢omguinicated the uunt'nta of your letter of the 26th instant to
Professor ﬁe.ﬁueridh and havg duly noted your intention to proceed to Khallar
as a separite unit on recelipt of your baggage.

1 |
_ Flenaa{iﬁbnait our part of| the equipment with the American Consul here, who
has very kindly expressed hifp willingness to keep the things until our reutny
to 1‘1arh1m,¢ ;*
I have tfici to see you gaa#urﬁay-at the Hotel but you were out.,

With hea‘ﬂ wishes , I rumin,‘
; Sinceerely your,

:'
|
r'
i

C—
T oy p—
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Py Harbin ,Jly 28,1934

J.L.Hhhdnﬂy-Enq-
Dear .T; Hahun%y,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th ultlimo, enclosing coples of L/A 918-P
and 919-P, \ | !

T wasn unable to obtain so far the necessary S6rms from Dr, Yacl7llan, hence the
delay in sending the accounfis. Ag soon as I shall get the necessary forms from Dr.
Maek¥illan, . shall fopward all agoounts which are kept ready with all covering
bills and statements, H

The work 1is prqgraéaing anﬁinfnuﬂ:rilr. Please address all fdrther communicatlions
a/o Tschurin & Co, Torgovaya, Prilstan,Harbin,Manchuluo,

With.#uat wi shes,
| Sincerely

ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁﬁ*ﬂ**

o | T R e
; - . § y

Dr. George de Roerich, } @
o¢/o the American Consul | ﬁ
Harbin, Manchurla |

Peay Dr., de Roerich,

Your note of May 23rd was handed to me on my arrival Fune 1. I was very sorry to 1
learn of your departure, The reasons for my late arrival were time required to
assemble the field equipment and make the final arrangements in the Pepartment;
all of which caused me to miss the liay 4 salling.

The transfer of the baggage through Yapsn has caused no difficulty, as that
matter was handled most satisfactorily bly the American Consul at Yokohama, I

have not yet had time to make the contacts and abpyangements you suggest so I |
cannot report on the outcome, | ‘ | |

I do not know at the moment the daje of my departure from Kobe. I wish to see
some pdople here at the Department of Agtinulturu and Forestry, ahd make & few
additional inquiries about seeds. On Tuesday business will be suspended because
of the funeral of Admiral Togo. =' |

\ .
I shall reach Manhukuo by*way-ﬁf Dairen,|which I expect to remain'for two or
three days. I do not believe it 1s important that you make any hotel reservations

for me at this early date and'nilluitharinritﬂ you or wire from Dajyren of my
later plans \

With kindest regards to vourslf and “nuAﬁﬂanr de Roerich, I ruﬂainrak |

Sincerely yours , H.G.MacMillan
' 1

|

|
|

COPY ’ Dairen FManchuria
\ June 20, |1934

W 2 35 353 3 235 20 3036 Tk S R SE b

Mr. Georges de Roerlch ;
e¢/o the American Consul ;
Harbin, Manchurla 5

J‘i

&

f

| ]
|

Dear kr. de Roerich ﬁ \

concerned with the possesslon of arms and amsunition. I will be unable fo0 hringx
your rifle ammjnition and half of your révolver ammunition. Byt giving np an

equal number of my owmn ammunition, I will bte able to bring four hunﬂnu'gruuﬂil

Our progress through Dalren has been rutgriui somewhat by the rugulatinhm
for your revolvers, } [ ¥

ﬁ :f 1 ff



Yo/es

tific study anc¢ that the SMR evidently thought some good would come of it
for them to have Sr. Sato assoocls ted in the work. He said that 1t was not our
work or actlvities that were giving him any concern.

There has been a growlng susplclon that ever ything was not just right soon

after Professor Hoerich landed in lManchoukuo. There was an organized propaganda
in all papers about him, @11l the Russian papers in Harbin carried long Interviews
in which a great deal seems %o have begn salde Then he came to Hsinking to make
the presentation tothe Imperor of the “anner of Peace and the Yrder of Merit,

On arrival in lsinking the “rofessor distributed hand-bills %o all comers

giving in some detalls the more camupnpl s0e contributions to culture which he
had msde, with wome Inconspieious detalils of his life. The hand«bill carried his
pilcture and pictures of one or more of hir paintings. There were interviews with
the press, After a sulitsble Hnterval the "rof essor returned to Ilarbin,

1

f

In the meantime the "mfeuadr had engaged a gapmena Secretary and Interpreter
While the engagement was nomihal enough the “apanese is out of Mr, Nawasaki's
office, During the next week or two the Yaparese secret poliace bLrought in the
detalls of the Roerich activitles in Harbin, the White Russian cliques which
were enlisting his support, [and the general trend of the press inter lews. M.
Kewasaki gave orders through the “apanese secretary that the publid ty businese
would have to cease for his own good, as there was no telling what would come of
its Because of @ll of this fkotivity up here my progress was being delayed until
they could get further Information about me and my affairs and had I no o nnede
tion with the Koerich name [T wouldhave had no trouble at anvymin%: and would
have been In the fileld 10115; agoe

I asked ki, Kawasaki 1f it‘!"'wuuld be possible to secure a copy of the hand=bill
I explalned that my guvnrntnmt would be Interested to kmow o mething of this,’
and that I had s peronal fintereat Iin 1t in case we were mentioned in connegtiam
rith the expeditions He sgdd he would give me one if there were any to spare, and
I ghould call at his of fi¢e in the morning to receive 41ts That ended the discuse
sion for ths afternoon.

The next morning I called|for the hand bill, There was no extre copy but he would
have coples types for me,|vhich wuld have the text but not the photographs,

As 1t would take a little time, he would @ liver thew to me smat later in the
day/ He then ghovwed me tmllphutnglaph of the Banner of Peace and the Opder
of Merit, I asked him what the symbollism meant which he d1d not seem to know.

I akked If 1t was easy/to get an interview with the BEmperor; not that I wanted
onej but just as a matfer of customary procedure in the business of government
in Manchukuo. e said /not 'but in this case a man turned up with a reputatiom

- and large :annuuncemen;tit,with a name in Who's who and they thought that probably
he deserved the honoy,., 'n addition, he professed tg be pro=Jajnanese. On furthey
questioning on my part he intimated hhat both the Yapanegse Foreign Offige

and the Nanchulkuo G?&: nment had been taken in, but that now it had gone so

far that there was fhothing to be done about 1t,

I am enclosing a cipy a:i' the hand bill which waa glven to me by v, %avagaki
and which he certified to be a copy faken from his files.
A |

The trip from Hdelngking was delayed somevwhat begause of the flood, do that
. the wirea I sent saylng that I would arrive were not belived and no reservations

were made, a8 1ad long [been promlsed, However I saw the younger ¥r, Roerich yests
erday morning. They lmve bee & 1ittle impatient at my nonarrival and are ready
to start as soon as I can get readys They have grranged everything. He got for
me a peruit from the myernment to go into the "allay region and had left 1t
at the Consulate, whdrq I could call for it. Although the Professor is the leader
of the expedition, I'hayve had no word from him nor have I seen himjgor do I lno
that an interview will be imted me before the stant. !'In calling at the Consuls
ate I found that My, |[Coyille had obtained the permlts for us to go, and had
obta'ned then for the Rgerich's as well. Do doen to the present thegchevc moment
I have »t to fﬁsunvtr ¢ mat minute contributlon which they have made to the
expedition, excepl t0 h@ld us back for the better pprt of s x week,perhaps to
lose us the season entirely, and put us and the government to [considerable
expense md Irritatio .| 1 L=tar)

| |
Throughout all of this I do not recall that I have Livun nl}pun tive answer st
any tlme and "Yes" has pilactically dropped out of my vocabulary in dealing with
the Japanese, From your letter I zee tlmt you regerd 1t as a ticklish situation
I do not %think It needs to be so regarded any longer, for fhe Japanese are undey
|

: i )
no fwrther :I.iluliml:.: nbp'_ut any members of the party, and T will not be asking
: I || 1

]

llll_l'



s —

:?0/59
fo 2.y help beyind this point. I do-not intend to get out from under
the feet of the Jap mese army at Hailar, though the main part of the expedis
tion will visit the White Russian sugmer resort in that region. The Japanese
seoretary who speaks no English and 1s no help to me, is supplemented by

geveral servants to go along, according to ¥y, Roerich, but so far have made

no move in that direction, But there may be plenty of time before the rallroad
is completed permitting the baggage to arrive,

If there app ar to be any points which I have not sufficiently explained I

will be glad to doso. The i nfarmation from Mr. Kawasaki was very straightfor=-
ward, and I think I have given the gist of 1t here. The reason he gave 1t

may be bedause he wanted me to pass 1t on;or 1t may be the reaction of a person
who being taken in, wants to eaplain it the best he can. At any rate he gave
the m?y of the handsbill as a contribution, and I think his reactions geniune
enough

As this probably falls far short of the Eind of letter you expect to recelve
in the State Department, I trust you will make some sultarle dlasposal of 1it.

With kindest regards,l am,
Sincerely yours, '
NG Macmillan



ROERICH MUSEUK PRTSS

The Roerich Miseum Presp wishes to present the general sunmery of 1ts
Cash accounts since taking over 1ts acoounts on /pril 1 -

Balansce in Dank, ns of April 1 00,00

Cross Cagh Tacome from all Sales sources:
COnPPLE INE rapmmu‘hiﬂnl books, outside
eonesl gnments and pub Iﬂngiunl. outst
orders, consignments,of inter-departient sales
are inclucded.April 1 %o Sept. 14 , deposited $L057.90 /

Disubrsementa, April 1, to Sept., 14 868,40
Of the disbursements the outstending ones, outside of general

expenzes are as $ollows:
Pr:l.ntingi Bardie Pylgrimage,second pavnment m.an

Director's :alax{, Apres 1, t0 Sept, 15 00
Advances 10 Roeyloh Museunm for Turopean e
Center upkeep 106,00 |
Fayments to Litfle &Ives, as per arrangement A el
of 15 monthly azainst our debt 80 i AR
Agni Yoga payments , triemonthly asceount . 20 f L
Cables to Harbin ané Indla(Plact and Expedition) 12,58 %_H

A i | M .
The Prees regrets not being able $o give a full trind balance but will tyy
to supplement the above'shortly in & more debtalled clutenenta :

'.*'—----\.r-_—_-.-\.-.—_-..l_-“.,“...ru e ———

Pue to the limited funds, the Prsse has not been 353- to do #nr clroularie
zetlon or promotion, bt with the receipt of its xew cntalogues, will undeye
take circularizstion ané hopes that its Mall acoounts will show upward tvend,

Among Interesting sules auntasts made during the lsgt few montha, in addition
to 1ts regular outlets are thoss 1. Sam Jelnte, Calif.jRaca,Colorade; Univer
elty of Texasj Voking, Englsndy Batesville,Vips.; Waleas Dutoh Tast Indies;
0Jal, Californiaj South Afyica; -ao Pnuln.ﬁruﬂ; Wellington, New Zealand,

In April, the Hoeyrich Mizeum Press 1ssued “Birhiu Pglgﬂmm" by Jamee Cousins,
a econpanion volume to "Wancer Harp"e in advance sale of 5500 '

: guniran
1ts printing costse Feview goplea have bren despatched and publicity, as well
as promotion to liste supplied by the author, :

T e Rosrich Juseum Preas 18 now at work on :Bu preparution of "Siberis and

f¥s Muture " a Symposiwm on Siberia and the “ay Fast By Ivan iirlleff, General
Golovine, Ceorge Urebesntehikoff, A.A.Ksriloff, F.P.Koslovsky and Archibishop
Nestor, with an indroduction by licholas do Roerfiche As the materfal was not
subz’tted in Tnglish 1t was necessary to translate 1t in totp, thip be done
by lire and irs, Lichimenn, to whom the *yoss wishes to egpress app esiat

for their collaboration, and ¥es Urant. Due to the military and techntosl
terminology of Gensral Golovine's article, 1t was found negessary to give this
out for translation by Cols Gayevwky Tormer puplls of Jeneral Colovine, who is
to receive {25 at present and & sum not over $25 after the appearance of the
book, 1f 1t should be avallable. Theediting of the translstion by llss Cyant
ie now almost finished, after which 1t will have to be retyped,

The List of contents thus far 1a as follows: fmux Prefuage : Uy a Croup of
Siberians; Introcution,"Heart of Asfa”, by Hicholas de Roerish; ¥Siberia -

a Ceopgraphical and lils torioal Survey", I.A.ﬂriloftl ays and Meahs of
Commmnication in the Far Zast" Pavel F's Xoslovwkys "Cultursl Comtribution

of Siberia " A.A.Kirlloff; Article to come by Ceorge Urenestohikoff; "Present
Btrategiul’unii‘;iun of the Far lest" General ¥.¥.Golovines "Far “gat and Japan"
by Archiishop Neator. T

g
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As soon as material 1s ready the FPress will proceed to put the book into press.
The Preas here acknowledges once again the graclous collaboration of lrs, Seidel
whose advance credit makes possible the printing of the volume. Repayments

are scheduled to begin one year from date of publication.

e

Several kMss, have been of fered for publication to the Pbuna, which were duly
feturned due to the inabllity to undertake publishing at this time., In the

case of a Mss, submitted by lirs. Leslie Scott, it was sugc- sted that an effors
be made to raise an advance subscription through the author's friends. The authoy
has agreed and letters are now being samt to a list supplied by XHrs. Scott to
ascertain if such publication will bte possible,

Due to an anonymous donation for thils purpose, the Press was enabled %o have

a secretary from Feb. 5 to July 12, Following this time the Press hss had the
asslstance for four days weekly (10 AX to 5 P.l.) of a welfare worker, lime.
Doubouis who helps in the office in the morning and is at the Bookstall in

the afternoon. Beginning with September 15, the Press will engage Mme. Doubouls
to come on Saturday and Sunday afternoons to be at the bookstall, as the Press
is pleased at the interest taken by this worker in the sales, which are reflects
ing themselves in better possibilitiecs at the Bookstall., As soon as possible,
the Press will try to provide a constant salesperson at the Bookstall, believ-
ing this will justify itself in sales. It will also pe necesszary to conslder
the possibility of a part time worker for the Press, and Miss Grant would like
to submit this to the consideration of the Trustees, From present indications,
she believes thls expense will be repaid in pneportionate returns.

The Fress wishes to acknolwedge the assistance, through the courtesy of

Mr, Lichtmann, of Miss Kobin from August to September 12,from 10 A.M, to 12 A.M.
three days weekly, This was a great help in the typing of the articles on the
Siberian book, and other articles and translations from abroad,

The fress also wishes to acknolwedge its appreclation of the collaboration of

kre Shibayeff in trylng to spread the publications of the Pr 8 In India, Miss
Grant has asked Mr, Shibayeff as to the possibility of publi hing additional
coples of his catalogue for Press purposes, as also re costs of color reprints,

The Press has Leen pleaéed to cooperate wuth A.Y.publications in the prepara-

tion of circularizing material, publication of pamphlets, 1lis ts for circulari-
zation, sales' outlets , ete.

Through the Stratford Fress, reviews of Fiery Stronghold have been received
from the undermentioned list. Since these c¢lippings must be returned to teh
Stratford Press, effort will be made to copy the outstanding ones;

Deseret News, Salt Lake City,Utahj Spokesman leview,Spokane ,%ash,; Hartford
Tines; Boston lerald; FPhiladelphia Ledger; Bhe Christian Newsy Salt Lakes

The Argonoaut,San 'rancisco; Worcester ‘elegram,liass.jOakland Observer, Calif.;
Minneapolls Journal; Montreal Star; Pittsburgh Sun=Telegraph; Indianolopis Star
Sandusky Star Journalj; Brooklyn Englai Richpond News~Leader; Boston Evening
Globe; Albany Enickerbocker Pressjy Tulsa World; Flmira Telegrams San Franciseo
Chronicle; Pittsburgh Press; Denver Rocky HEuntain Rews; Sloux Fall Leader;
Worcester Telegram; World Unity, New York; Chester Tlmes; San Rafael Journal;
Boston Postj; American Theosophist; l,dern Thinker; Boston Ciobe; Siouk Fall
Argus Leader.

In accordance with the reqamst of frof, Roexich regarding the Enllihil’t? of
General Colovine's visit to this country, lyss Upant spoke %o “eakins, who

did not scem willing- to undertake it, due to his uncertainty as to Gen. Golovin
English, he said, ss Grant thereupon wrote to leading universities and
men's organizations, military academies, etc. regarding the posibility of
lecture engagements, Although there has been some response in inquiries, as
yet no definite engagements have resulted. :

I, the fields of publicity the “ress has sent out the fuiluwing material:

June 6,7: Panama Empowers its Mynister to Sign Roerich Piqt
27 Manchurian Emperor Accepts Roerich Museum Insignis
28, Japan lonors Nicholas Roerioch

29 Jydge Shientag Approves Reorganization Plan
July Construection
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. then spring very rapidly into growth under the influen:e of summey and fa I

.

1T

Seoretary Viellage to«day i1ssued the rulming atatamt rﬂgarﬂing & .‘
the current effort of the United States Department of .ﬁgriuulturn
to find superior drouth reslsting pasture grnaauu !.:: ﬂmtrnl ﬁ_lil.l

ALy
&

summeyr temperatures often go about 100 degrees and the wintey tamperltuﬁuli b2 ‘E

below 40 degrees subazeros The rainfell in this area 18 less than 16 hoh.un 'x A L;
annually but apparently there are certain pisture grasses which thrnugh thnum

B

of years of natural gelection Imve learned to adapb t.hmm-lvaa o an anﬂﬂw&i‘
as barbarous =28 ..i*nt ofour Oreat Plains states this past year, These gt-nui *@

=

are presumably sble to go dormany in times of great drouth, heat and cold , l*

1

schowers, - : ‘ *' (e i‘%

I.

Noet of the ra‘nfal‘.l. cowmes in the sugmer mmd 1s Eumatim-:!a Yorrential 1;: m

ure thus causing erosion.Wie nruh:rp:h g to i.suwar not unl:,'.r drouth “eninting

,‘1-' ~_'

pagture grasses but ulll grasses and shiubs with Yoot stocks of = type nuitlhll;m- v
for preventing wine anﬁ water erosion in dr;r land arean,

As leader in cha rga of this uxpaditim » the Department of Agriunltur-

iy

R By
i
Bl o

has been fortunaste to Lauuru the collaboration of tyo fessor Nicholas Ruaﬂ.lh, : t
the {nterationslly renpwned author 157 on Oanival Asta o Tor the last elemen 3
years Professor Foerdochihas traoveled extensively in 81kkim, Kashmir, Tibet, :"‘
 Chinece TurBestan, longolim, the CGobi Desert and the Altal vegion, which his .
exhoustive studles of thé sédentific end cultural backgrounds u} the entire E
Astiatic fileld hove been speeond to none, Since lﬂﬁﬂ he has been interested in ‘ii:
hutmﬁ ical expeditions intq Vestern Tibet, studving especla ly the medicinal ,j*h

| pitnts’ of th1s region, Because of this background which has eauccd ulm to be

s
]'].eld in high csteem througiout Asia, we aye hepeful of an unusua.ly fruiltful - =
| : e

J

expeditions 2 bt o
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In Drought Belt|,

Shoppers Fill Streets .ﬁmi
ProsperityReignsDespitc.

Kabins Baimed To-Chidp

ButWheat Grﬁwmﬁn[ﬂ. B
Crops for Higher Prim

By Tom Pettey
A Stafl Correspondent

WICHITA, ' Kan.. Aug. 10.—Coming
Into Wichita from the drought area
of south ceéntral Kansas one {8 Im-
pressed by the atmosphere of pros-
perity in the city.. The intense, burn-
ing heat hangs on. and the same
dreary waste of brown fields and
blackened pasture land prevails, but
in downtown Wichita the streets are

filled with shoppers and there is a
spirit not encountered elsewhere m
southerri Kansas, ' The answer I8
apparent after a few questlons,

There was a bumper vleld of wheat
In ~Wichita's . trade - area,. drought
cattle pouring 1:;1:1-; iitu stotkyards
rovide employmén or ‘scores
E.-:urher.a. thaplcit:.'s industrial pla.nt,:u

the nﬁ?ﬁt‘*
prosperous city in the heart of the
drought section.

Wheat Growers Awalt Higher Prices

Graln demlers here estimate that
lgas than hall of the wheat cIop
ralsed in’this-section bas been sold.
They say the owners are walting to
take advantage of rising prices, and
prices are climbing. The partly sold
wheat .crop, government  roney . dis-
tributed wunder hog and coro con-
tracts, and wages pald in industrial
‘plants and In the stockyards all con-
tribute to Wichita's' well-being. De-
spite blistering heat, dust whirlwinds
that 'grow to small tornadoes and
dylng vegetatlon, the city s forging

ahead in a dmughtqumken terrl-
tory.
EBack in Sallna and McPherson,

however, only hope 18 green. Central
Kansas {8 burned to a crisp, baked
brown, and with thelr crops rulned
the farmers are beginning to worry
about the price level for what little
salable farm products they still hold.

The Eansan reads the newspapers
and - keaps. his radlo golog In ths
evening. He knows what is going on.
Recently he has. been reading and
hearing & great deal about the A, A, A
plan to keep down rising food prices.
Despite the drought, the Kansas
farmer looks to his barnyard for his
food, and what he is Interested in is
getting a higher price for that part
of his poultry run, his hog crop, his
butter or:milk, or the wheat he ralsed,
that he can afford to send to market.

chgm#g the price of foodstufl will
hold n the price of farm products,
and the EKansas farmer does not like
that.  Privately he will admit that
he expects the government to feed
him if worst comes to forst. Right
now he wants to get all he canp for
what he has to pell,

The consensus of more than a score
of farmers visited at thelr homes and
In rural villages Is that the price
for foodstuffs both for humans and
livestock iz golng to fAind its own
level regardiess of aAny A. A. A, plan.
Kansas economlsts at the State Agrl-

. Mass - Aiver 00 (ITDRY

cultural College and at Wichita Uni=
rq-umrmg-ru with the. farmers,
the market réports bear out the pre-

Ruined Farms A_Il_;}rpyl_gﬁ
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ing Proféssor Nicholas' ‘Roerlch, mug-.

nized authority on Hnl:-ﬂl .eu.i:l.. as

head.of an npaﬁit.ian to ‘find supe-
rlor dmught--reml-ing pasture -grasses
which -may be brought back Ifrom
the edges of the Gobi Desert for use
in reclaiming drought-made desert
land in the United States.

“On the edge of tha Gobl Desert,
dn. central ~Asla are great pur.um
lands where the auxiql pera-
tures often go above 100 dug:m nnd
the winter temperatures more than
40 degrees below zero” Mr. Wallace
sald. “The rainfall in that area is
léss than slxteen inches annually, but
appgrently there are centain pasture
grasses which through thousands of
vears  of natural. selection have
learned to adapt themselves fo an
environment as severs as that of our
great plains states this last year.

e are hoping to discover not only
drought-resistant pasturs grasses, but
also. grasses and shrubs with oot
stocks of a type sultable for prevent-
wind. u.:l, ]l'ﬂ.t-ﬂ' eroalon In dr!
land areas,

“As leader tn chafgt ‘of the ﬂlmnt-
sxpadition to the Hingan Mountains
and the plains adjolning the-iGaki.
the Department. of
been fortunate to secure the collabo-
ration of Professor Roerlch, the In-
ternationally recognized authority on
central Asia. - For the. last elaven
pears Professsor Boerich has made ex-
tensive expeditions - Iate . Sikkim; |
Eashmir, Tibet, Chinese’ Tn'rkagun,
Mongolia, the Cobl Desert. and' the
Altal reglon, where his exhaustive
studies of the sclentific and -cultural
backgrounds of the entire Asintic field
have been second to ‘none. - Since
1826 he has also been Intérested in
botanledl expeditions Into  westérn
Tibet, studying especially the. meodicl=
nal plants of this reglon.’ Because of
this  background ' which has caused
him to be held In high  esteem
throughout Asla, we are h of An
unusually fruitful expedition.

Accompanying Professor Roerlch are
his son, George Hoerlch, an'expert on
central Asiatic tongues, and H, G.
Macmillan and J. L. Stevens, of the
Eumu ‘of Plant Industry, who .ars

U. S Semlﬂ Ex &dmnn '“!;
Seek Shrubs That Will
Defy Aridity in Wﬂt_

WASHINGTON, Auag. Iﬂ.—-—Hnﬂr A.l
Wallace, -Eai:r:urr of ﬁaﬂmﬂtm dis- :'
closed’ this evening that he was uml-

‘Herald Tribuns photo—Acme
Professor Nicholas Roerich Lt

nmﬂlmmtn& tulnm in the at.uﬁ: of
American Brasses, »

Roerich Wwell mm Here.
Prafessor  Roerich,

“has

- 1034 'Stréet, a gallery.of art surtounded
| bytwenty-odd storles of apartments,
1s a native of Leningrad, Russia, and’
has traveled extensively in the Orlent.
For five years after 1083 he roamed
central Asia seeking subjects for his
art, exploring northern ‘India, Little
-I;]'tiﬂ. }Gﬁmﬂ*ﬁuﬁ;}n and . Mon=
Eolla, ¢ n r
ing In lltltudt- from HM:MW
Teet,
|1 The result of these t'rnf:lam 500
paintings, considerable data on.Orlen-
tal culture and philosophy and & ¢om.-
pendium of Orlental g, th!
"Ell::lu:-'l'nng'ur," contalning the com-
amands - of Buddha, commentaries
thereon and. . the sacred. :a.nnnn of
Tibet.
" He has executed thuumnds ol
paintings which have been acclaimed
by a diverse audlence Including Tagore,
Andreyeff and Zuloaga. He hwvﬂt-
ten extensively, his latest work being
“‘Flery Stronghold,” -published last
Decermber. ik fi!-,

Roosevelt Set
For Action as

He Gets Home

(Continued from pags one)

encountered earlier in the day when
the State Department resumed dis-
cusslons with Alexander A, Troyanov-
sky. Russlan Ambassador. The per-
sonal intervention: of Mr. Roosovelt
may become Necessary. -

To spur the wark of two of his
important new Federal agencies, the
Houslng Administration and the Se-
curities Exchange Commission. the
President armanged to talk tomorrow
with thelr heads, James A, Moffett,
the housing administrator, lnd do=
the exthange

T Jones,
Rem::mt*ununn

crhalrman ol tht

the White House unde
alteration the President worked .at his
dtakm In the len?d.ﬂwmv hﬁﬂtht White

1use Proper ay. I8 ArE Té-
‘ceived at the main: entrance of the
White House, and the President's sec-
retariat is scattered around the other|
rooms on the reception floor and in
the bhasement.

Unacclaimed on His Arrival
At the President’s personal request

i thﬂru was no organized demonstration

to acclaim him upon his arrival In
Weashington today. Several: requests
had been recelved at the White House
from ardent admirers to arrange some-
thing of the kind, but they were asked
to refrair’ from such s manifestation
at.this time. Marvin H, Mclttyre, who
has been the only EIH.EI‘JIHH_IT of the
Presidential secretariat in Washington
for the last few weeks, accompanied
by Mrs. Anna Roosevelt Dall, went 1o
the Unlon. Station to welcome the re-
turn of the President and the maml:mn
of his party and-to drive back to the'
White House with him. Colonel Louls
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
WASHINGTON

August 7, 1934

Mr. H. G. McMillan,
United States Consulate,

Tokyo, Japan.
Dear Mac:

Your letter of June 26 was duly received and from other
correspondence received from you I can well understand that you are
having a very interesting trip. I was glad to learn that youm finally
got the Russian visas completed and trust that you will have no diffi-
culty in getting the radio set up so that you can tune in occasionally
on Amos and Andy, if necessary.

\ ;

We were able to sdjust the purchase of the steamship tickets
satisfactorily by having the proportionate amount charged to Stephens's
L/A, as well as to your L/A. I believe if you carried out this practice
we will have no further difficulty in making further adjustments of this
nature. When the accounts are submitted, however, have the respective
charge submitted with each reimbursement account, with any explanatory
note necessary. Thls arrangement should smooth over the difficulties
relative to foreign money, as specified in the second paragraph on page 2
of your letter of June 26,

Mr. Ryerson returned yesterday from his trip through the West
and no doubt will have many points of interest to take up with the different
divisions. As you know, we have closed the Bard Station and discontinued
owr activities at Torrey Pines, with the exception of a $1000 cooperative
letter to Auchter to help him along for the present fiscal year. Marshall,
who was Cookfs man at Torrey Pines, has been transferred to Soil Erosion work
at Tucson, Arizona, and the sppointments of other employees carried on
the Rubber funds have been terminated. We found it was impossible to
stretch this "Rubber" money to the extent necessary.

With best wishes from =211 to Stephens and yourself, I am

Sincerely yours,

J. L. Mahoney,
JLM-b Senior Administrative Assistant.
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¥ Hailar or (Ehailer) - East by north
of Harbin
August 9. 1934,

L .

Mr. He No Vinall,
‘I"I’nlhingtaou, D. C,

Dear Mr, Vinall:

Your letter of July 17 came today. I was very glad to hear from you and %o
know that things are going all right at Tifton,

Our progress has been slow. There was one delay after another, We were kept
in Dairen for one month, All conceivable permissions were required, We have been
under Suspicion for some unknown reason everywhere we go, After a month in Dairen
we went to Hainking for a short stop and then to Harbin, There were floods along
the railroad with some track washed away, We orossed by boat but our baggage was
delayed until the road was rebuilt, two weeks later,

On August 2 at 5:00 a.,m, we arrived at Hailar and are doing our eolleeting
in this section, While our arrival here was on August 2 we have had to do much
compdaining and visiting before getting to work so we have just started, We have
collected a few herbarium specimens and are locating areas where seed can best be
collecteds A few of the grasses had matured seed before we arrived, The seed
mature very fast and fall or are blown away as soon as they are ripe. Most of the
secds will be ripe in the near future and we are having to work fast to keep up.
Conditions are abnormal in that there has been more rain here than common, We only
have to go a little way south of Hailar to get on the plains and among the Mongols,

From the few short trips that I have been out, the most noticeable plants are:
Elym:s, 2 or 3 8ps., Agropyron, Stipa, 2 or 3 sp., (Capillata sibirica), There is also
Poa pratensis, Calamagrostis spigajos, Bromus and a few others, There are several
8pe of Astragalus, and one or two sp, of Vicia (Vieia amoea, wvar, longmPalia)s I
have seen one Trifolium lupinaster, There is quite a bit of Lespedeza sibirioca in
some looal spots. There is no annual lespedeza. I found one patoh of Zizania
aquatica on the Argone river near here,

Insects, mosquitos, and gnats are terrible even when the sun is shining, and
on the plains, especially around sand dunes. VWe have to wear heavy elothes, boots,
cover our heads with gauze nets and wear gloves to work at all,

This is in a military district or sone and we have to be accompanied by a
gendarme wvery time we go out, and also report proposed trips to military officials,

I went out rdding today on a rather wild horse and am a little sore, otherwise
feeling fine., MacMillan is all right, We are getting plenty of mutton to eat,

Give my begards to Dr. Pieters and everybody in the eoffice,
Yours very truly,

{Egﬁ) Je Le Etaphm,

Harbin, American Consul,
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INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS

“atm e\~ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
e Office of Information
Press Service
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Helease - Immediate August 10, 1934. .

ASIATIC EXPEDITION TO SEARCH
FCOR DROUGHT-RESISTANT GRASSES
Secretary Wallace today issued the following statement
regarding the current effort of the United States Department of Agriculture to

find superior drought-resisting pasture grasses in Central Asia:

"On the edge of the Gobi desert in Central Asia are great pasture lands
where the summer tempcoratures often go above 100 degrees and the winter
temperaturecs more than 40 degreecs below zero. The rainfall in this area is
less than 16 inches annually but apparently therc arc certain pasturc grasscs
which through thousands of years of natural selection have learned to adapt
themselves to an enviromment as severe as that of our Great Plains states
this past year. These grasses are presumably able to go dormant in times of
great drought, heat and cold, and then spring very rep idly into growth under
the influence of summer and fall showers.

Most of the rainfall comes in the summer and is sometimes torrential
in nature, thus causing erosion. We are hoping to discover not only drought-
resistant pasture grasses but also grasses and shrubs with root stocks of a

tyre suitable for preventinq wind and water crosion in dry land areas.

330-35
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"As leader in charge of the current expedition to the Hingan Mopntains
and the plains adjoining the Gobi, the Department of Agriculture has been
fortunate to seccure the collaboration of Prof. Nicholas Roerich, the internation-
ally recognized authority on Central Asia. For the last eleven years Prof.
Roerich has made extensive expeditions into Sikkim, Kashmir, Tibet, Chinese
Turkestan, Mongolia, the Gobi desert and the Altai region where his exhaustive
studies of the scientific and cultural backgrounds of the entire Asiatic field
have been second to none. Since 1929 he has also becn interested in botanical
expeditions into western Tibet, studying especially the medicinal plants of this
region. Because of this background which has caused him to be held in high
esteem throughout Asia, we are hopeful of %n unusually fruitful expedition.

"Accompanying Prof. Roerich aré his son, George Roerich, an expert on
Central Asiatic tongues, and H. G. MacMillan and J. L. Stephens of the Bureau
of Plant Industry, who are fundamentally trained in the study of American grasses."

B~C



& | Hailar,Manchuria
e . August 11, 1934

Mr. Knowles A, Ryerson, | 1] 4 |

Waghlngton, D.C. ]

|'
/ A |
|

Dear Knowles, f f |

I am a long way behind in my writing to yui and I see no way of bringing it
up to date ,Each day brings slong |[something' to be done and the less conspiou=
cous job get put on the shelf, I sbnt yo./ a'note last ‘rom Harbin. Since them
the expedition matter has come to h)\showsdown, and we are still i n the business
But before I begin on that I shoull report on the trip from Harbin/

train i f |
The kxip leaves “arbin at 8,30 AM and grosses the river on the north side befor
before turning in the general worthwest direction which the railroad follows
to Hailar. The river was still rising, and the famous flood had spread out
very far on the north side of the river, large sections of suburbs were under
water and the properties abandoned, On 'any little héight of ground or sub-
stantial roof, people were trying ;n live down the flood. A good section of
Harbin was then under the water level and wuld be covered if the dyke was
broken, The danger was from seepage| witer and not the dyke, as the giouhd was
beginning to soften in places, and gewers would s-on back up, From these on the
country showed every evidence of tgé much rain, Water stood every where, The
row crops all looked as if they were then being irrigated. lMany had rotted
down, though the soybeans seemed to phow less damage than any other., On the
rising ground the grass was very thlck and tall with nothing in sight to make
use of 1t. Toward the mountains the ‘streams were funning full, though it could
be seen that they had been higher, Jhe rain fell for several hours, sometimes
very hard, and that had evidently heen the condition for several days past.

Thﬂ trsin leases so as to pass thrgugh the flat country in the day time.That
gives a better opportunity to deal/with the bandits, if any, The trains swarm
with soldiers, each platfor, lms some each station has a guard of several

men and each bridge is guarded off course. In the mountains there are no bandi &
so they are possed in the night. As night came on we were getting to the foot
hills, the streams were running % little faster, but no real mountains could be
seen , 0" the plains beyond the $ills there is no trouble of that sort, We
reached Hailar at 3.20 in the mofrning. i

i As | | \

Im my occasional talks with G, peﬁ;ph I had alvays sald that we were going
only to Hailar, After the baggafie arrived L gave him everything I had brought
for him, and took a receip fox the fnventorial articles, He kept putting off
his departure for no apparent yeason.,and finally on the day he cdawe for his
stuff he volunteered the infa #t!uu?t @t they could not go on the Friday and
Sunday preceding as the trains/ did not|run on account of the flood. I, calling
the Station lster about another matter |I learned that the trains departed and
arrived on time on those two deys.' Il 411l of our conversations there had never
been any ment’on of the “rofejsor. In vriting at first I had sent my regards
and made some gesture of helps fri¢ndly but at no time was there any word
returned, or mention of him eXaept the third person. In Harbin no mention
of him was made to me and so /I # no mention on my part. I could never find
out where they lived, and the telqphone number glven was B “epartment Store
which wlways gave a great degl Eﬁguhla, as there was no one to swer who
could glve any information. Theére whs never a suggestion that the ‘rofessor
cared to see usj we were compietely ignored.

When we arrived at the. tra on ﬂugua& l, there was the usual confusion

about passports, finding gar, getting tiickets, baggage checks, and other
matters straightened out. Apparently tlje Roerich party were already there, for
there was a orowd of Hussian congregated towards the front end of our car, We
were busy in our compartment there were,the two Japanese, ¥y, Lillestrom of

the Consulate was down fo see us off, apd other matters ocaupies our attention,
As the day wore on we were iy and out of the compsrtmemt, but never saw anyone
until la te in the afternoon ¢. Roerich was glimpsed looking out of the window
on the passage side. All day a guard sat in front of the “rofessors door and no
none of them ever stirred from the place, so far as I know, Their meals were

brought from the d ning car by the Russisn 'servants, snd no one else seemd to
interest them/ | ,

|
k
1

On arriving in Hailar we wére met by a young man from the local bank who had
been advised of our coming and had m;darﬁ{rnngamunt: for us at the “Yapanesge
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the hand stuff on a cart, for there were four of us and start for the hotel.

The Roerich group were scattered around the front end of the train,as I passed
G. Roerich I sald,"Good morning", to which he returned no answer. It was too
near morning to go to bed. s0 we sat at the hotel and talked until breakfast was
ready.

When a sultable time of day arrived we started out to make officilal calls, going
first to the Army headquarters, The Yfficer was not easy to find and after going
tg the barracks, hls house, and offlice, finally found him at the latter place.

Y u may recall that I had with me Dr. Sato, the botanist from Port Arthur, and

MP. Takata of the Kwantung Government who is the official interpreter and a man
of some impor tance in his Bureau. Stephens and I only filled in the vanant places,

Our visit with Commander Saito was not long. We explained our business , the plans
we had, and the work we wished to do. I had brought a card from the commsnding
officer in Harbin, who was the ranking officer over the staff here. Eveything was
verv satisfactory, but there were soje restructions to be ob sarved, and we would s
see him again. It was too late in the morning to call on the other police official
so we returned to the hotel. It was:raining by this time, which 1t continued

to do for most of the afternoon.

Apparently the Hoerlch party arrived at Commander Saito's place soon after we had
left, for in the middle of the afternoon the phone rang, and we learned that

the &nmm:nder wanted us to come over immediately. My, Takata and I went over

and as we were expected went In fimmediatelyl.lxxxkxk a

In addition to Mr. Salto, there were assenbled representatives of the apanese
Consulate, the Gendarmary, the Manchuluo Foreign Vffice, and the Manchultuo Police
five in all, They began by saying that Roerich had been there that morning, and
had said thet the Expedition was apparently in two groups but that he was the
leader of 1t, and had kept connection with me from time to time; and that he

had the authorit¥ to give me orders. He was leaving for the southern part of the

section and had ordered me to stay 1d1H1111r and work on plants. The assembled
groups wanted to know what I had to say to that.

I said that my ahthority did not comd from Professor Roerich, that I was ordered
by my Department to do certain work such as I had outlined and shon ed my Letter
of Introduction. That 1t wss true that Roerich had some commission from the Se=
eretary to do some work, and that the only purpose he had so far as I was con-
cerned was to protect the p rty. Moreover, I had never gseen the Eiufrllnr,he
had never sald a word to me and had never sent me a message, or in any way reves
led any interest in my affairs at any time. That I had made all my o ntacts and
negotiationg without help from him or any other agency except the Consuls in
Dairen and “arhin/ Also I did not recagnizd any power on his part to give me
orders or direct my work, or claim thnﬁ he had ordered me to remain in Hailapr,

u
The statement was translated by lelt:“}thaugh I think the Commander understood
enough English to follow me, Also Takata had the Christian Science Monitor, of
June 25, in which was your interview about plant explorers and while 1t could not
be regarded as any officlal spokesman the facts as states were clear enough for
the Commander to read, which he did. After one or two more ghestions I askedwhat
paper of authority Roerich had shown %o prove his statement hhat he was in ‘charge
of all of us. This caused great smusement. For when Roerich had been asked to
show some evidence of authority he sald that he had forgotten it and left 1t
behind in Harbin or elsewhere. Takata and I were excused soon after that, with
the suggestion that we do not start fleld work until the matter was settled,

On Friday morning the four of us went again to the Commander's place for further
discussion, By this time Takata was getting warmed up to the subject for the nicht
before the Yapanese Secretary had come to the hotel and had talked for several
hourse trylng fto get us to come ¢wed and make some »dmissions, Also they had
found a ® py of their official paper, which they did not know theg had, and which
they were anxious to show to the Commander. It was a copy of the Segretary's ;e tt
letter to Prdf. Roerich, apparently and the same one that wss used in Toky9. There
was a long discussion about the gunuinune{n of the letter, as nothing about it
seemed to compare with anything glse we had, and there was in it a word or two
eminently characteristic of the "rofessor As to the letter, I had nothing to say,
for 1t was not my letter or muntiunadjma, and was not an original in the first
place, As the discussion betweemnthe apanege took place i n another room from
mine, I do® not know what was sald or done. Kitagawa, the Secretary, wanted

to get hold of my letter but that did not succeed.

i
L1
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So at the Commander's office we were in 2 separatertom as the custom 18 here
and the Commander and the Manchukuo police were present. On the davenport so me-
one had spread out two newspapers on which to dry some phogor aphie prints, They
were Harbin papers, in Russian, and at the ope of each were articles by Roerich
together with his pecitrue. Takata also called the Commanders attention to that,
By this tlime the sentiment of the authorities was that Roerich and his party

was a fake and a nuisance and they wanted some scheme to keep them from Eoin;
farther, It appears that the Hsingking matter and newspapsr nonsense in Harhin
had caught up with him and thid other matter was too mich, The Commander asked
m: what action I wanted to take in the case, I sald that I wished to take no ad=
tion that Roerich was afriend of the Secretary, and should go on as far gas I was
vsancerned but that I merely wished to be left along on my part. '

Takata xaid later that ﬁr I had wishes it the Commander would have prevented
Roerich going any farther, and that it was only my attitude in the metter that
permitted it at all,

Anyway, the Commsnder was going to taal Roerich that the offic¢ial papers from
Tokyo said that only he, the son and fpanese seoretary wepe going to travel in
these regions and that could go on, but that the six Russisns whom they had along
® uld not go. There was a long session over that, with a good deal of pleading

on the part of the Japanese secretary, and they finally got permission to g0,
Among other complaints to the Commander shout me were lagk of gratitude for the
many favors he had done me much less my denial of his authority.

On Saturday the party left. They had a big automobile for the pinciple members

of the party, and a truck for the equipment and misical o medy srmy. All were

in Cossack unifopm, which geems sbout asbad taste ss anything under the oippume
stances, but I presume it gives some flavor of the old days, even if the U.S.

mist pay the blll; and besides if someone is to command another must obey, and mak
make the proper background. But ag this 1s not a letter of opinion I will stiok
ma e to the facts.

I did not see the “rofessor at any time; nor have I had any word from him, We
are strangers §till,., Under the circumstances, i will be impossible to have
sny more contact with them, though I know there are going to be loud reports
qbout lack of cooperation. I anticipate any amount of trouble when I get back
over this affiir, and of course they have the inside track in the matter. If
I get fired 1t will be nothing more tham I expect.

With the Roerich party on their way by motor oyr to enjoy a few days at the

hot spring, we got down to business with the plants. With Takata to make

sontacts we quickoy got our visits over at the Uendarmary, the Consulate, the
KManchuokuo poice, mmd Border police, and have yet to call on the Rallway mpmxie
Zone ;nliua.:lﬂ:ﬁltﬂlﬂ:pﬂiinuz Wath ®ato's help we got into the plants Qquickly
enogh for the pilinl begin just outside of the town. There has been a great deal
of rain here, and the grassadl over is very luxuriant. There is no way of judging
how drought resistant a plant may be xcept by location for everything has grown,
The first business has been to collect herbarium naterial s Which 1s a slow joj
and some sees as ready, The seed of two or three grasses hasalready fallen ‘and
some other arerctcrile so something elses will be planned about them. The heavy
seed gathering will come in mbout ten days,

There have been one or two shoidt excursions out on the plains, and the app arance
is of considerable uniformity. The grasses seem to be much the same in any locas
tion, and as the time 1s short, and the seed is not far awvay we will fet most of
them from near Hailar. There are several very good looking grasses and apparently
not now in the United States; and I think some of them will be useful, We are
going to attempt/ a shipment of roots in sbout a month, as some of the grasses
have lost thdir seed. We are flgaring on the fastest time, for itx does not seem
that they wlll stand too much long delay en route, Perhaps you will be ready to
recelve them when they come, and get them handled promptly.

It does no'' seem now and from info mation Bathered from others that there would
be an advantage in running around to mar edis tant parts. There 1s everything we
can do here for the duration of the gpowi geason and we will have a good rea
presentation of 'the eastern fringe of the bi. Already signs of fall are in the
alr, The nights 'are cool, The fi st camedd came in yesterday so 1 am told.

{

We have a found la dry land willow, which 1s very queer and figuring on sending
' h
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and are figuring on sending outtings when the wood hashardened a 1ittle I am
aldo making arrangements to get seed of the native Hiingan lounts in pine, which
will not be ready uhtil 1late September as I believe &she tree would be very useful
somewhere in the states, It 1s really a “arix and I think Dorsett knows all
sbout 1t, but dld not have a chance to get seed. There may be others, It will
not be expedlent to go to the mountains however, as it will be too late in the
fall and the mgntiltianr: wich will have to be resumed would take too mch time,

Incidentally 1t was told through the agency of the local SMR Office that a
pu-tg of Americans with three Yapanese amounting to 14 1> all were going to

the ‘gingen Mountains in just a few days. It turns out that 1t 1s the Roerich
Expedl tion, and that Hoeyich hae promlised that all of us gre going with him when
he returns to failar, probably about tomorrow or for the " ecsnesday train, That
was news to us, so naturally we are all anxious to lmow what means are being taken
te insure our golng./ -'

From here we will return to Harbin where I will want to look at herbarium speci-
mens, and oollect the seed I have asked to be gathered for us there, That should
not ake a very long time, After that I will have to go to Hsinking, to Kingohu-
ling to visit the gxperiment station and final¥y to DUairen and Fort Arthup to
spend a little time with Sato finishing the decision about the plants, and any
other matters tha}: may Come ups

* am hoping to heéar from you some suggestion about plans after we leave Manchu-
ria, I realize that it may be difficult for you to make many decisions in this
regard in what weems to be far in advance of their need. You were going to write
me about your arrangement with Rook, but I have not heard of it yeatj and there
are the plans for the work next year, /lso, there mmst be some decision made about
Stephens work this winter, I cannot see at the present time where he would gain
anything by remaining in Harbin for the winter, and I do not know that anything
in Tokyo would be of paramount interest, We have been so absarbed with the troubles
of this expedlition so far that 1t has not been possitle to give any attention to
these future ma tters, snd the answer to a letter requires at least two momths
from the timg I ask a question., It may be desirable for me to return to Tokyo

to finish up the matter of ®ntacts with the Japanese officlals for I think that
now we have/ started we should no t neglect them. We mav want to return.

Thig whole/business has been watched with more cncern than yo: mey realize, It

is the firist tims in thé history of Manchoukuo that an ineident of this kind

has come up, and ow methods and treatment has been making precedents for thos
who come later, That will explain some of the dil“ﬂ; Snother thing 1s, that of
all the country of Manchoukuo we choose to come to “allar, which 1s the only for-
tified military zone in emprie, For some peason Americans are particul rly sus-
pect, snfl while we seem to have the sympathy of Commander Salto, and will not

be molegted, we will be urged to leave as soon as convenlent. lNot to cause comment
smong the other branches of the officlal circle, we hiove detalled G0 us a young
Gendapme, who goes slong with us to the field, but who so far has been very
agreeable, Any pictures which we take I have given my word to show to Commander
Saito,/ and he is satisfied with that. We take no pictures to the norhh, nor

do we/cross the railwagy right of way, for that 1s where the fortifications are.
Vie ve the Kwantung Covernments with us, sand they rule the o untry, and without
that /supporg we have got nowhere, I am convinoed now, that whenver we wish to
return we may do 0.

/
There may be other detalils which I have overlooked but I think the abo r is a
Talyr statement if the events leading up to and our official introduction in
Hailra, I am not worried that the other side of the story will be neglected.

I trust you had an agreeable vacation with Dy, Grenfell and that the summey
has bteen a pleasant one, -

sincerely yours,

,G.Maaks1lan ’;



CoPY

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

Hailay, Manchuris
August 17, 1934

. Eﬂ-m“ Ae R}"’ﬂ"!m,
Washingtony, D. C,.

Dear Knowlesi

During the past week there has been some aotivity in the collestion of herbarium
specimens and some seed, A few of the seed have fallen, but the rainy season, which
persists with some tenacity, has delayed the ripening somewhat, It looks as if next
week would begin the heavy harvesting, and that it might be falrly well completed
within two weecks or so, That does not mean, however, that our work hore will be come
pleted, as we will attempt to ship some grasses wrapped in wet materials so as to
reach you with the minimm of delay. I am quite anxious to have ghe grasses reach
you, a8 they seem to be well worth while, and no other way exists this year of
oaliming them., After that I am concerned about the dry land willow, Also, I am
trying to locate some of the native elm species to be tried there for resistmnce to
the Duteh Elm Disease, I have not worked that method out, but I think that I may be
able to gather them neer Dairen, If they have been hardened off by frost, I believe
they will do to carry to Shanghai, and possibly out in cool sterage on some round-the-
world liner to be delivered in Wew York, I hesitate to make sny promises about things
like that, for I cannot predict what will happen between now and sailing time,

The Hailar soil is wholly sand, The lower sands have a dark color and contain
some hurus, The upper sands are a light tan, and are more often wind blowm. 1In the
plains are frequent wide depressions, which in my opinion have been made by the wind
blowing eway the sand. These sands seem to be fertile, and need only water to sus=
tain & considerable grass cover. The surprising thing this year has been the large
amount of rain, I have been able to gather no reliable rain measurements, but it
must be larpe, Bince we have been here there have been several days with heavy
rains, and the promise is for more. The river is still rumning bank full, shows no
signs of lowering, and is to be compared with last year when it was dry. As I said
before, the rains have bdm made everything grow, and there is no way of telling what
"grasses resist the drouth and which do note At least the seed of all of them must
be very hardy, or they would not appear under favorable conditions, The quantity
of seed we will get will not be large,
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I think the Roerich matter has come to a temporary close so gar ss my immed-
fate participation 1s concerned, They returned yesterday from their trip to
the south during the day yesterday. I did not see them, nor did they make

any atteupt to see me, so far as I know, Through my private secret service I
was glven an outline of thelr itinerary. The left August 4, going to Ganzusum
to the liongollian lionastery, where they stopped the fifth and sixth. They lefst
there on the seventh going to Handagaya, where their truck broke down. They
remalned there the next three days, leaving on the 1lth for Chansnoru and
remained the next day., On the 13th they left for a spot on the Ga River, where
they camped as they dld the previous two times leaving there -on hhe 16th to
arrive in Hailer, Their collectlon amounted to 190 species and a total of
f@exupnxinxx 150 species and a total of 900 specimens, They had with them

as you may already know, a Russlan botanist, Taras P, Gorddeff (Gordeev).

While these flgures may be subject to some correction, they are essentially
correcte.

The Wednesday train was a day late going east, so that they were able to take
it last night Their destination out of here is Hingan, a resort ur_n; the eastern
slope of the Yreat Hingan mountains. i

h2 A,
I anticlipate the usual uproar concerning nonscooperation and prob#bly will
have §o answer a good many questions when I get back atout therredsdns Tor
doing what I did. I think I can answer all questions onsmy ppdnt. As each |
development came about naturally from the time we landed 4in Yokohama, I heliuvq|
angone can trace the steps by which we got to Hailar, and determine the reasons
for making each move., If at any time this metter becomes embmpaassing to you, I
will be glad to furnish you with additional information on any pojnt that
seems not clear. As you are always a month behind me on theghiimatters, it ,
may have secemed necessary to you to wald for the next develdpiient. But youu will
recall I too have been without the benefit of any guldance #: this affair, =o
that on my part 1 am a month behind your advice, At best, it hag been an

awkward matter, and I am glad to have it reach this polnt, .. -

I am Interested to know if you had any hand in N.E.Hansen's trﬁp to Eagtern
S8iberia to collect grasses. If he goes to the Smur reglon, as fhe:information,
It will be just north and perhaps east of here. I do not consider 4t particu=
larly dry land,however, though I may be mistaken in that poinf., His arrival
there muld not have been much ahead of ours here, I f so, heyshould get
something. G

Sincerely yours, Wiyl

Mag, ;

e R
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COPY
Coples to: Mr, Morrison
Dr, Maomillan

August 20, 1934,

Dr. Georges de Roerieh,
o/o Tschurin & Co.,
Torgovaya, Harbin, Pristan,
Manchu=tikuo,

Dear Dooctor Roerich:

Tour letter of June § from Harbin followed me around the country, and finally
caught up with me out on the Pacific Comst, where I was absent on a several weeks'
trip, I was glad to hear from you and to learn how things were goings By now your
party is undoubtedly in the field, and I have no idea where this letter may reach
yous It might turn up at one of your camps or some other small village, but I hope
it finds you, your father, Macmillan, and Stevens all well and finding many interest=
ing things,

I am also glad to learn that the loocal Museum of the Soeiety for the Study of
Manchukuo has a good herbarium on the various types of flora, and that they appre=-
ciate the value and importance of this scientific study of plant life to the agri-
cultural development of the country, It ought to be of much interest to us from the
point of view of grasses and other plants useful for range improvement and erosion
control, and for the medicinal plants and those of possible use for insecticidal pure
poses, We have a man in South Americs at the present time collectimng plants for
insecticldal use, As our insect pest problem becomes more intense, the emphasis on
this work is becoming stronger,

In 80 far as the press here reports, there have been no unusual and out of the
ordinary distirbances in Manschukuo that would make more difficult than anticipated
the carrying out of the purposes of the expedition, With the permit you reported
having secured to work in the field selected, we are looking forward to the receipt of
valuable plant material, even though its collection has been under difficulties and
obvious restrictions because of the situation in the country itself,

The drouth continues in much of the mid-West, Temperatures have been higher
than ever before reported in many areas, In my absence of about six weeks it was
over 100 degress most of the time, The unprecendented conditions have fooused atten-
tion on drouth resistant orops, and there will be more than passing attention padd by
the layman to the results,

With heartiest good wishes %o you and your associates for good health, good
weather and success, :

Very sincergly,
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Hailar, Manchuria,
August 21, 1934

w. MIH h RY-"IUII... !
Tiashingbon, D. C,

Dear Enowles:

Dwring September I am going to send some rootstocks of various grasses to
fiashington by maile The reason for it is that the seed have either been shed before
we arrived, or the seed is not viable or abundant enough for a semple, I am trying
to get things orgenized all along the line to handle the material as quickly as
sible after being shipped from Hesilar, I am cownting on fifteen deye in transit
from Hailar, though some thing beyond my control may go entirely wrong,

My objeet in writing vou is to have some one warned to be ready to receive the
material and do with what needs to be done to insure prowth there, in case anr life
is left. I do not think the grasses have been shipped with much success, and this
may be something in the way of an experiment. I do not know whether you san arrange
with the postal authorities and the plant quarantine people at Vancouver 4o pass the
materials without delay or nots That seems to be the sticking pointe The stuff will

go forward from Yokohama on the 85, Empress of Russia, reaching Vancouver on September
24, vhere mall for the US is taken off by plane,

I have no sphagnum moss, but nothing can be done about that now,
Sincerely yours,
Yoo

He Gs Yaelillan

Recoived BPI 9/17

Original sent to P.E.&I. for handling 9/17
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Indus try

Washington

Hallar, Manchuria
September 1, 1934
Mr. J. L. Mahoney,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Mahoney:

In submitting the August expense account I note that I am still
carrying the April expense item on the pink sheet. The May return state-
ment came in during August. I would be very willing to have some statement
about the April item, as I need the room on the pink sheet.

The large expense in Augut is due, as you may observe, to using the
Japanese officials of the Ewantung Government. Under the extreme circumstan-
ces wnich surrounded our work here it was most expedient to use these men.

No salary was pald them. There is no formal way suggested in the Mscal
Regulations, that I can find, for showing the money paid in this way and
for this purpose in a foreign place, other than the method I have used.
Should the need arise, I trust you can point out to the Accounting Office
the nature of the clrcumstances, and the necessity for handling the case
as was done.

I expect to leave Haller about the middle of September, and will re-
turn to Harbin, Hsinking, and Dairen. I may be in Dairen the last of
September and the first of October, but cannot set any date for my departure.
From Dairen I intend to go to Shanghai, and should reach there before the
tenth of October. Unless I am otherwise ordered, and in which case you
will be informed no doubt, that is my tentative schedule. I have received
no word from Washington, except from yourself, since leaving San Francisco
in May. You may have already revised your mailing destination, however.

This account will be transmitted through the Consulate General at
Harbin. I am mailing it to them tomorrow.

Sincerely yours,

(H. G. MacMillan)
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September 12, 1934

Mr. H. G. MacMillan,
Care of American Consulate,

Tolyo, Japan.
Dear Mac:

I have just returned from a vacation in Massachusetts and find
your letter of July 21. I have been very much interested in the cor-
respondence you have sent in to Mr. Ryerson and hope the water doesn't
rise too high with any future floods you may encounter.

We have not as yet received any bills from the State Department
for any cables sent by you but these will not be charged against your
L/A. They will be paid from the telegraph liability we have set
in the Division of Accounts so in so far as the balance on your L/A
is concerned, you can forget these cables.

In regard to affidavit on your expense accounts when you get out
into the desert country where, perhaps, an American Consul is not within
easy access, 1 would kindly refer you to paragraph 92 of the Government
travel regulations. If you are located where it is impracticable to have
the oath executed, and will explain this fully in submitting your account,
I do not believe we will have any difficulty in having this passed along

for payment.

In regard to the pink slip submitted with your account, the totals
have been changed here, due to suspensions which had not been recelved
by you when your accounts were submitted and for your information we are
sending you enclosed copies of these pink sheets, together with an explana-
tory note so that it will set you straight on your balances. Instead of
itemizing the different accounts on this pink slip, I would suggest that
you include in one total all accounts that have been submitted and charged
against your advance of funds. In other words total accounts from May 1
to July 1 inclusive amount to $321.17 and instead of itemizing these on
the pink slips, simply give the period May 1 to July 1, amount $321.17.
This will save space and permit ample room on the pink slip submitted
with each reimbursement voucher. TYour April account was paid in the
amount of $2.43 and inasmuch as there were no suspensions on this ac-
account and it was credited to your advance of funds, you will not receive
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any information from Mr. Cox's office. The only time you will hear from
Mr. Cox is when you receive the sad news of suspensions.

I also have your letter of August 7 with the necessary enclosures
and if you will follow the above in itemizing your accounts on the pink

sheet, I do not believe you will have any use for an extension on this
form.

With kindest regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

J. L. Mahoney,
Senior Administrative Assistant



September 17, 1934,

r, Owen L. Dawson,
Agrieul tural Commissioner, U.S.Dept. of Agriculture,
113 Sassoon House, Shanghai, China.

(Through Buresu of Agricultural Economies)
Dear Dawson;

Our plans in regard to exploration work in the Far East
the coming season are not entirely settled., We have deeided to
use Rook, if possible, sending him into the grasslands bordering
Tibet for the purpose of seouring grasses and legumes from this
region the coming season, if posaible., I have cabled him ascord-
ingly. We have decided to send Stephens in with him, as he will
complete his work in Manchukuo with Maclfiillan around the first
of Ogtober. Rock wishes to start around the first of November,
if we were able $o arrange the trip. Maciillen is coning down to
Shanghai and Ranking to meet some of the botanlical workers in
Japan and China with whom we are cocperating, also to discuss some
of our matters in which we are both interested, with you. He will
then return by way of the Transe-Siberisn Rallroad, if that is
practieable, in order to visit the extensive potato colleetions
of Leningrad that were made in South America and also those of
Berlin, so as to compare the material with that whiech he and
Erlanson collected during thelr studies in South Ameriea, If it
is not practicable for him to return this way, we may have him
come back by way of Suvez and do this work, or else have him return
direct by way of the Pacifie., I will await edvice from him on
this point. I expect that he will reach you sometime thes latter
part of October. Stephems may come through sooner, depending on
where and when Rook wishes to meet him,

Very sineerely yours,

X, A,
2 , Chief of Buresu,

e

0/93’
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ﬁ r
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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January 6, 1935.

Miss Francés Grant,
Roerich Museum,

510 Riverside Drive,

New EDI‘IE, N. Y.

Deaer Miss Grant:

The Secretary hes asked me to obtain your suggestions as to the
better method of psying the ten expense vouchers of Professor Nicholas
Roerich and Mr. George Roerich which have been certified by the Comp-
troller General for $35,091.53.

It is my understanding that either of the following two methods
of peyment may be utilized. First, the $3,091.55 may be credited to
the $10,000 cash withdrawal item which is now charged ageinst them.
This will reduce the cash amount which must be accounted for to about
$7,000. Secondly, checks for a total of $5,091.55 mey be drawn in favor
of the Messrs. Roerich. They will still have the $10,000 cash item to
account for.

We do not wish to jeopardize the success of the underteking by
reducing the cash to an amount less than necessary to do the work.
Still, it is desirable to keep the cash withdrawal item to a minimam.
Tnasmuch zs I am holding the ten vouchers until we obtain your reaction,
I would appreciate it greetly if you could let me know by return mail
which method you believe would be the better to follow,

w

Yours very truly,

Fle oo

E. N, Bressman,
Scientific Adviser.



Harbin,

I0Oth October, I934,

Dear Frances,

‘Please find enclosed our A ccounts covering July and August
which are being sent in two envelopes. The September accounts will follow
to-morrow. Mr.Mahoney has sent us a notification of an additional grant
of $ 2,000.00 under L/A 9I8-P and 9I9-P, and of $ 4,7100.00 under L/A No.5
( dated July Ist,I934 ), and of $ 4,I100,00. under L/A No.3 ( dated July
Tet,I934 ). So far no funds have been received under the above L/A.

Funds will be required very soon as.we plan to continue our fieldwork

in a month from now on ;;;gletinn of the classification ﬁf the collections
gathered in Barga this summer., DPlease inveatigate.and let us know how

the matter stands. It is important. to avoid delays for things are near

at hand. VYou undersband.

Just received the horrible news of the cruel death of H.M, P

King Alexander. Deeply shocked at this outrage. The dark hand is again

active,
With cordial greetings,

Most sincerely yours,

e
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GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Washington
Andit Division

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

Bureau of Plant Industry,

Department of Agriculture
Schedule No. 1197

September 29, 1934

MacMillan, H. G., Pit. Expl. 023
(name of payee) (Bureau foucher Noi)

Amountcelaimad $466.33
Amount certified 454 .33
: $ 2.00

July 31, 19:4

Error in computation of per diem claimed
31 days @ $6.00

$188.00
Correct amount 31 days @ $6.00 _$186,00 2.00

For the Comptrollier General of the U.S.

8=P .hF GHI oDa
Original to MacMillan 10/13/34

70/96



COPY

October 13, 1934

Mr. H. G. MacMillan

Passenger Dolilar Line SS"President Hoover"
arriving San Francisco Yctober 24.

San Francisco,

California.

Dear Mac:

Your letter of September lst was duly received, and we
have already written you with refer=nce to consolidating the
amounts on the pink slip submitted with advance of funds accounts.
Presumably this letter had not reached you when yours of September
lst was forwarded. We have forwarded your August account along,
and insofar as I can determine your method of handling payments,
due to using the Japanese officials of the Kwantung Government, is
satisfactory. After handling by the different authorities before
final settlement by the Comptroller General's Office, if not satis-
factory we will be advised. 1If any suspensions occur on this
account we will have to handle it with further statements but like

80 many of these expenditures we have mo doubt but what they will
eventually be passed.

We are sending you enclosed another grief sheet in the
amoant of $2.00, which apparently can not be reclaimed, being an
error in computation. We are not permitted to change these accounts
when they are received here, even though errors of this nature are

noted, and we send them along rather than return them to a foreign
traveler for correction.

With kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

J. L. Mahoney,

Senior Administrative Assistant.
JLM GG

Inclosure.

0/92
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Oct 13,1934 /

Dear Mr. hmv%ryf '

o
As you requested I am trying to set down here a statement covering my attitude on the Asiatie
expedition, I'1l 4ry to make it brief and coherent --mentally I am numb,

The expedition poes baok in $#bs plans several years, We have long hoped to carry out studies
inAsis for prass and forage plants useful for food and erosion control purposes., Each year

for several years we have asked for funds, It hs bas discussed with Roy Chapmsn Andrews, Rock
Lowdenmith (who conducted five exppditions in China on erosion work) and others, Correspondence
was carried wn with larsen of Mongolia nad ether contacts we have had for "long time in the Orient
This lest fall we again asked for funds and Director Douglas eliminated it from the budget.

A short time before I became Chief of the Bureau you asked me to accompany you to Birmingham
and in the train you askel about the status of the item in the budget. I reported that 1t had
been turned down by the Burdget Director. You made & note of it saying you would see the
President ae well as Douglas, that 3% was an important project, Txxmpsryou secured the Presi=
dent's support and a supplemental item was sant in on Jan. 24, A special hearing was held at
the Bureau of the Budget, It was irocluded in the regular bureau budget and a& such passed Cone
grese, A special hearing was held by the House Committee.

Not only was mch time taken in January,imk my first month as Bureau chief, but also in Pebe
ruary and “arch, You asked that I handle the details myself and to discuss them with no one,

In Feburary a cable was sent to Lawson BoE attache at Shanghal asming that he contact lLarsem at
Kalgan snd see if he were available in case his services might be wanted == the reply was
favoerahble,

On Mgreh 3, I sugrestel tentative persomnel for the Expedition; the Roerichs had never been
mentioned up to this time. I did not know them. You asked that I continue %o make np comnitt=
ments. Later in the month I met Frof. Roerich with you at the Mayflower Hotel. Tt was the first
and only time that I have ever seen or talked with him, The next day you loaned me & book by
his son. I had seen review of it bu had not read it.

By thic time I was under active oriticm in the Bureau in the department, by your staff, by Ri=
chey and by my wife, for spending so much time on plans for an expedition, the details for which
were not Jnow,-and-about which I #alked only with you. You had asked me to disouss 4t with mo
one except in general terms when I had to get data. I kept my orders. T was aooused of "riding
a pet hobby” to the neglect of my duty to the Sureau as a wholej that exploration was mbove
all +he one line of work I knew most about and could dlegtate to where it belonged in F.P.I.
That there were many other divisions of the Bureau with pressing problems that needed active
attention, It eas bluntly intimated I should be chief of the whole Dureau and not of my pebt
work, I was finally ealled on the carpet and rightly so, by Appleby for taking g0 myech of
your times I told him I was following your instructions only, that I could not turn the matter
in hand over to any one else until you :=aid so., Frankly, I had hoped it could have been handled
by Morrison long before because I did want to get acquainted with the bureau, congressional
hearin-s were on and ~any more problems were turning p daily,but yourxikewishes were my
orders ,naturally, I could not answer the cricisms and they hurt.

Mae Came in early in February returning to les Angeles,larch 15, I couldnt tell him for certa n
whether he would go nor who mat else might go. He could make mo persondl plans or arrangements,
He returned again in April 15 after decisions had been made as to the personnel, including

the Roerichs. Their appointment was approved April 7. Rock was in town at the %ime, I asked
him 4f he had ever met the Roerich in his travels as they were in the same general territory.
He said "no”, but that British officer had told him once they wondered what the Roerich's
objectives vere, On repeating this to you, you askel that I not discuss the Roerichs with

Rogk further or with others at the time, and to make no formal announcement about them,

I had hoped from this point to turn the expelition over teo F P L (Foreing Plant Introdwetion |
Pureau) to hendle, In fact in writing to George Roerich on ®arch 31, I told him the appointments
were poing through and that I was teking the matters up with Morrison and lghoney of P.P.I

;& a8 that unite would handle the routine matiers of the expedition from them on,

We had hoped &nd planned that George Roerich would spend several days in Washington getting
acquainted with the men, and with Government methods and pefulations, he ame down one day and
returned the next, I sent iaclyllen and Mahoney to N,Y. to talk over equipment and bbher
matters, Mad didnt meet Prof. Roerich, Mahoney made a special trip to N.Y, again te explain j
expense accouts, leaye sample and made out as & gulde =-such =s given all persons going abroad
He also left blanks for six months acounts,

Towards the L:.d of u;uiiil, two disturbing matters oceurred which contr tuted to the difficultdy
el :

\ | p
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in getting the exgedition eqi ipped-end- sviav- -— -Bhe-wife- - of Enlow- ¢ one-eof - the
murkestan unit) Aied suddently, l-oabing him with S small ¢ ildren te arrange

for before he 1:ft --and (2.d) Mahone's wife was at death's door far several
days following & severe mastolid dperation. While mecondiny motters as far as
this burcah *as concerned they vitally affected the men and accord ngly the
expedltions

In © nnoetion with territory to be visited, I dlscussed with you the desira-
bilitr of remaining in whar had been Manchurla proper, and as long as we were

to vork with the Japsnese, %o keep out of the dispubted provinces Including
Jehol. You agreed and I talked with the Btate department officials and they also
gt that Hime strongly urged that we follow that policy. I then went to H.Y.

on April 21, to see Geo., Roerlich to discuss whte with him further, lle wrote you
on “mt date telling you of my visit and sald he agreed fully in the keeping

out of this disputed territory.

While lManchultuo territory was prosising, I had and have now cquestions as %o n oW
we can explaidn to our China contacts why we suddently went up Into that terri to-
ry with the ap anese when for several years we hzve beennin contact with the

Chinege gitustion and made tentative plens to work with them. We could justify |
this more &n the basis of needing to get as far north as possibple, But if we |
went south into the disputed province -- it would not be so easy, but no ‘
decision having been made that was settled.

Az to instructions --no full written instructions are given In expeditions
except as to fiscal and related matters, Lach exp dition is different,mmone
can b e yun from Wash ington, the 1eader must decide as to the problems in the
field as they srise. There was no single leader on this expedition, we sent
them out with divided authority. You told Mac he would be responsibl for |
technical scientific work and rofsssor for the protection of the party and ;
negotiations involving that importamt factor. In my discussions with Fac at whil
which Richey was present several times, and liprrison also in some, 1T was
gtyess=d that it would be di fficult because of the country, the pollitical
situation and because the mecmbers didnt knom each other, and that trying
situation arose in all expeditions, where good humor and tolerance were re= '
guired, that.og expedition I hagd beep concerned with had had the persnal =
interecst and apport of the Sascretary , thet from every angle clcocse @operation
was needed to protect the government, the Dept. and the Secretary, Ilis last
worcs vere that he would "cooperate if he had to betoms xm a Fudd ist priest".
He didnt want to go to Asia, he anted to return to S. America on poato work.
He went because he was sent, b=cause he had exploring experience and beca se

he was 2 ma ture man and not a youngster. We are short on mature experiénce
explorers As to hac's instructions, the written information is on record, ex-
cept the one letter copy of which 1z missing, but which he will return. As

to any verbal instructione, kac will soon be backjhe can answer,he wouldny

lie or cover up, he would have no occasion to except to protect himself, he
doeant play that kind of a game -= I think 1t only fair to walt. After all 1%t
ig vital to us that all facts be on hand.

‘he Roeridis left before all equipment was recady, so Mac and Stevens had to !
remain until it wscon hand. Thils was unfortunate for they should have all '
gone together. The Roerichs were to viait lojyo, until ligc and Stevens arrived,
This they fsal led io0 do, also they falled to call at the Americen Embassy or
consulate and report the present and business, even though they wished or |
needed no 2id of oany kind. It 1s ordinory required aswell as courteous practice
From thils poin of the story is one of conflicting points of view and person= |
alities. I left Yashington the last week in June before letters from elther |
group had had tire to come back, Coples were sent me in the fleld, most of !
vhich followed me around and back to Washing® n. On my return I learned the
full import of hat had been happening. After dlscussion with vam wrote !
¥ac about the necessity of clos st cooperation and axmx of your urgency in
the matter. The succeeding events are of recent occurrence,

The firet znd only letter I have reccived from George Roerich caught up- with
with me at Spokane, I had been forwarded from my apartment here. It was the
ohe I called wou about after consultation with Dr, Tugwell. I was very con= .
cernced about it for he stated he was planning to go to Jehol and this in splte
of instructions given in person and acknowedged to you in writing April 4.
Also in June before I went west you and I discussed the matter of territory
again  after which 1 talked with MMy, “amilton of the State Dept. an I again
smphaslized in a letter to ®ac this time -p the work should remain in what was
old

“2sington
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old Kanehyfia proper snd keep oub-of -the disputed-provinees.-I fetl -verva
atronslv Apat Hoerlch was not play'ng fair with wvou and with me and was e,
20 ! Hqﬁﬁéuﬂ with what he wanted to do in &1 e of written acqulesence to
2 " |

the coxtrary.

._1.... . _'E'_

Thia/ﬁura or less chronological account is too long. I'®1l cut ih 8own infinal
drayft for it i2 hard to think clearly. I'm a bit weary.

AP to now I have never had a complete plcture of this whole motter from the
start., I have never known the entire bockground.While I had believed it wice
to handle the expgdition as planned before the Roerichs entered, your decis .
gion settled that &4hd it was final. The entire matter should have been A
handled through liprrison and his orgenization without care on your part or |
mine, We never turned 1t over to them, i1t is an efficietn organization. It |
hasx been cmbepassing to them and to Richey as itl a and has let me in for
misunderstanding and critlicism whlch has been hard to take, The putting of
the e pedition under one hecad with cmplete mubhority,unquestioned, and of a
handling by the regular organization would have avoided mvch , Un the Bb-
sence of this I have done my beast while acting largely in the dark,

&

- e

As to the ultimate succesa of the pr:ﬁitiﬂn, that was cur job from the most}
selfish point of view on up. It was our first dubty to you, the government as
a whole, snd to ourselves. It was a project I have lang advocated, I made a 1
Peclel plea before a congrecssional committee, 1t was my own field and its |
biggest opportunity. It was a special intercst of wyours--personal as well ag |
professional. It involved an ar-a in which international matteras were deli-

cate., OQur ability as explorercs was at stake --and we had to succeced.

rom the time of the appointment of the Roerlchs , the barrage set in

from within as well as without the Department, Explorer friends of mine
openly que stioned my smnity. Others said I was directly Jeopardizing wyou as
well as the "residant. "“he Roerich were accused as swindlers, moyntebanks,
and imposter® or halr-brained visionaries, When acoounis came out in Time

and other papers I was laughed at and the expedition razzed. Will BeeBe

only gave mny encouragement and even he questioned the organization back J
of the Roerich --said they were being played for suckers by wealthy Jews ‘

I wae Hﬁriiﬂﬂhmﬂrﬁ_th&h,I.gﬁﬁhﬁ~ﬂﬂhﬂi&#ﬁ*%whﬁhﬂir—?ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂfﬁ*fﬁmfﬁiTjgﬁﬁﬁﬁEH ;
and %anchurian papers and in liac's letters which were here when T came

tack/ Theyx aroused doubted in my owh mind as to the gincerity of the Roerich
The statement on hand blllx attributed to them and the press ace unts

Indic ated a lack of understanding of thelr jobs nor of their responsibility
to you or the Departmental of Agriculture :

lorrison ancd I have had one letter each from Ceorge Hoeridi, pdeither has
had a letter from Professor Roerich, as leader., There mas 1ittle that
couod be done at this distance, when vou decided to recall K mxyoonk ke x v
Xaxxxxxkxx Mac Stephen 1t seemd only fair to recall hoth orties ;
1T The myter was to be straightensd out in the best manner all round.

At the time the expedition was plamned Ididnt really know vou,Il was dealin
wlth new boss =2nd handling a situation which was larpely personal one with
him, the background of which I still do not know. Had I lmow then, the heat
vay to have haddled this situation may have been to have not sent Mac

and Stephens but to have had the Roerichs deuend entirely upon local bot an-
ists In Japan and Kanchoujuo, I knew.nothing of the Roerichs at the tine
took them at face value ané stood up to 2 barrage of criclsm kmxkmm

manxl such 28 U have never experienced in my life- -and T had *o kean my
mouth shut except a8 the razzing has gotten under my hide within Dept,
groups now and then and I've Llown up as Dr. Tugwell and others can testif
when I received the letter at Spokane and expressed mw e f Pforcefully as to
their going ahead gontrary to vour wishes and mine, and risking poss ble re-
gretiable international incidents My feelings were strong, my language
nothing to be proud of but it was 'in the fam!ly", I have had to pass off
pPlenty of fun at my expense , part of it not so funnt - but that's whht

my Jjob 1s, No one has ever questioned my going down the line to make the
expedition succeed. ly judgement has been apestioned in trying to

I have had mly Mac's letters, none from them to wou or from you to them,

9 B

F was rajsed iIn S. California where thers are over 400 cults of variols
kindg usually tied up to s=ome 1and deal or othey means of extracting money
art and science ares frequently tied in. Thev are travesties on religion ané
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and its deep and fundamental gonoepts, They aecek te get people of sincer!ity
back of them, I had unfortunate official cohtaots with some, and slse per 1
knowledhs of others, True religion inst spread by blatant mhliu!tg. The
question has frankly in n{ln!.nd 8 to whether &f not the Roerichs themselves
then possible thelr organization were reaching out to take advantage of
your sincerity snd confidence. It has caused me more wovry than IV%1l everx
say ~« Ive never gone through snything 1like 1t, |
fou mve made & stand for @iritual values in our national 1ife not eqislled
by the Fresicent hizself, it has been one of the most refreshing and darile
fying drafts in the murky atmosphere in which we live, It 1z the moet {f not
ti only hopeful gontribution of the whole new deal, We must have it £f hope
is to remain, It is 1iportent not only to sgriailture but it must reach the
vhole nation, There is prejudice so arrogant or intolerant as relizio: s
pre judice, no hatred so heartless, There are those maml who would gladly
destroy your national influence by wsing back alley insinustions as to vour
religious life md heliefs, They are looking for an op ' now as your
influence spreads and your sincerity i1s sppreciated == they are skillful

in the attadk: You have far more to give this coun ry than a balanced agris

~oulture an a proaperous International trade <= we need thé 1ife of the idea

ma' ¢ than ever before, without it prosperity will be our downfall., I have

bee haunted by the idea that some one might atte pt to twist your interest in
spiritual entperise as a shame or insincere gesture, There has been

that danger In this expedition, I have tried to ignar e 1t or Bisbelieve 1t -=

I-oant. I lmve been on the ragk., You are still the only one I lknow of who

believes in the Koerichs 100 #. I have stood against friend, assooiaste am

ocutsiders when my lips were sealed, and in the since, for vou as

my chief and I've wanted to believe as vou believed on this mmtter and 1've

been torn asunder, The expedition must succeed more i han ever, I believe

both groups in spite of what they have sald & one another w11 brin Mok

anough plants imbérddl to refute m{ griticism from that point of view, The
®if ferences gshould remain family matters,

This has rambled on and {s but a feXlection of a tired and puzzled mind., Tere
isnt t! e to out it down and type 1t for you before you leave for the week end
it has been written and rewritten in my mind many times and each time becomes

It is usefull to go on now -« and 1t is mmxxxmx noon now so I'1l take
this down as 18 -<dont judge me too harshly by this account ——- it © mes at

the end of the most bewllderinf and heartewrecking experience I ever hop to
meot, |

Sincerely
Knoweles AZRyerson.,
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Ist October, I934.

Dear Frances,

I am sending you our monthly accounts for April-May and June
with all covering bills and receipts, duly signed by us in the presence
of the Consul. Please hand them over to Gal., Some of the covering bills
have a local aspect, but all have translations attached to them, I am

sending them registered and with return receipt, keeping a complete set

— T

of copies with myself, I am very sorry there was so much delay in sending
accounts, but this was entitely te fault of Macmillan and his associate,
We received the necessary forms from Macmillan on July 30th! Next day we

had to start into the field, hence the delay. Both the botanists have

1eft Harbin for MNairen, Te did not see them,

We are now sorting the collections gathered in Bastern
Yongolia ( Barga ). Two assistants are still in the field collecting
seeds in the Xhingan Yountains and the steppe country round Mankou.
Also planning the next trip towards Jehol and ad jacent regions.

Under separate cover I am sending the required report since
our departure from the U.S.A. signed by Prof. de Roerich .

Accounts for July, August & September will follow in a few

days,
With cordial greetings, and best wishes to Gal.
Most cordially yours,
? !,? f
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY
Hortiecultural Crops and Diseases
g4 Univereity of California at
Los Angeles,
405 Hilgard Avenue,
Los Angeles,California.

¥ovember 7, 1934,

Mr. J. L, Mahoney,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Joe:

Since I have returned home I have been able to get as little infurmaiinn
about thinge as when I was in China. I have heard rumors, but I know nothing, so
I do not know what the status is about our affairs.

I am returning my passport, as it should go in to be canceled, and there is
no reason to delay the matter.

You are wondering why I have not sent in the September and October expense
accounts. The reason is that the typewrlter I had was completely smashed on the
Manchurian railways, and I had nothing to work on., I will get them off to you as
quickly as I can, but it will be a few days.

The metter of the inventory and accountable property should be settled with
little delay. I do not have a list of the inventorial articles. Many of the things
did not come back, as they were discarded, worn out, or otherwise rendered useless.
I have brought back the radio, but it is burned out, and I do not think it is worth
the express back to Washington. The typewriter is much the same, though it could be
repaired with the expenditure of some money. I do not think the additional expense
would be justified, transportation and all included. The trunks look fairly good,
until one begins to examine them carefully, and then you find a good deal of injury.
I would not recommend that they go out again. The best one was sent with the seed
in it. I do not recall the other items, except that the camera and equipment is
intact. I would like to retain it for a while wntil I can work over the plant
material I have here, herbarium specimens, etc.

Will you not let me know whai your judgment is regarding the property, so
that some disposal can be made of it. I expected to be able to discuss the matter.
with yom, but that seems to have been a false hope.

Sincerely yours,

H. G, MacMillan,



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE \ : s
Bureau of Plant Industry |

Horticultural Creps and Diseases Univ. of Calif., at Los Angeles,

3 '
Los Angeles, Califernia.

Mr. J. L. Maheney,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Mahoney:

According to instrustions frem Mr. Bressman, my
gonnection with the Divisien of Plant Expleration has
terminated today. I am new back in the Divisien of Hersi-
cultural Oreps and Diseases.

There is however, a large mmber of detalil te be attended
to between us, and I will endeaver to conclude these matters at
the earliest possible mement.

My September expense acceunt has not been prepared, as
the typewriter I was using has been completely wreecked during
transit ever the Manchurian railways. I will get this te
you as quickly as pessible. TFellowing that, I will prepare
the Octeber aceceunt.

I am returning my beck of tramspertation requeats. It
contains the stub for the request used for transpertation frem
Shanghal te Les Angeles, for Mr. Stephens and ms, and three wn-
used requesis. Mr. Stephems had enly fwe remmining in Shanghai,
wiich he mneeded uwpen reaghing Amerieca. I have given him the
infermation about entering the charge en his account. :

Very truly yours, :

H. G. Mas Millan \
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November 13, 1934,

ir. H. G. MacMillan,

Division of Horticultural Creps and Diseases.
Dear MaclMillan:

Yours of November 1 was duly received and I was
very glad te hear that you had arrived in this country
safe and sound. The beek of iranspertation requests has
been received and forwarded o the Divisien of Ascounts
for cancellation.

With kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yeurs,

J. L. Mshoney,
Senler Administrative Assistant.

JLU-b
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anamﬁer 21, 1934

Mr. H. G. MacMillan,

U. S. Dept. of Agriculture,
Bureau of Plant Industry,
405 Hilgard Ave.,

Los Angeles, Calif.

Dear Mac:

This will acknowledge receipt of yours of November 7th
inclosing passport which we are forwarding to the State Depart-
ment for capdellation,

With regard to the property which has been disposed of due
to loss, worn out, etec., I would suggest that this he handled on
the Board of Survey, which was sent to you and Stephens under date
of June 19, 1934, 1In case this did not reach you we are sending
you another copy herewith, and for your information are also send-
ing herewith a copy of the material charged to you and Stephens
prior to your departure.

On exploration trips of the nature you have just completed
it is recognized that much material becomes lost or worn out or
reaches the condition where it is not practicable to returm it,
and would suggest that these different articles coming wighin this
classification be handled on the Board of Survey.

Sincerely yours,

J. L. Mahoney,
Senior Administrative Assistant

JIM:GG:CBP.
Inclosures.

CC - in MacMillan's personnel folder, 11/21/34

Yo {06 -
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WAR DEPARTMENT
Washington

Dec. 6, 1934

The Honorable,
The Secretary of Agriculture,
Dear Mr., Secretary:

With reference to your letter of
December 1, 1934 relative to furnishing weapons and
ammunition for the protection of the Messrs. Nicholas
de Roerich and George N. de Roerich Expedition in the
Gobi Desert, I am pleased to inform you that the issue
of six (6) ealiber .30 rifles and four (4) caliber .45
automatic pistols with ammunition has been authorized
this date. This action was taken upon receipt of a
cablegram from the Commanding General of the Philippine
Department requesting authority to furnish Dr., Roerich
with these weapons and ammunition. Delivery of the arms
and ammunition to Dr, Roerich will be arranged for by
the Commanding General of the Philippine Department.

This issue will constitute a sale to
the Department of Agriculture under authority of the
Act of Congress approved August 12, 1912 (37 Stat. 589).
The Department of Agriculture will be billed for the
value of these arms and ammunition when receipted shipping
tickets are received indicating delivery to Dr. Roerich
has been accomplished,

If the Department of Agriculture desires
any additional weapons or ammunition supplied in connection
with this Expedition, the War Department will be pleased to
furnish such additional material on request,

Sincerely yours,

Geo. H. Dern
Secretary of War,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
YWASHINGTON

COFY OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

VIA RCA 828A JAN 25
PEIPING 1056 JAN 25 35

LC ERESSMAN
DEPARTMENT AGRICULTURE
WASHN DC

HAVE INVESTIGATED NOVEMBER SENDING STOP COLLECTION SAFE WRITING
LETTER STOP PART HERBARIUM SENT JANUARY NINETEENTH STOP SHALL CABLE DATES
FURTHER SENDING ROERICH
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227 ST.PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD.

J. M. RYAN
MAMAGER

8098 ALBEE BUILDING

&0 JOHMN STREET
NEW YORK CITY

SURETY T CASUALTY

WASHINGTON, D. €., January 26, 13535.

Mr. Franees R. Grant,
Vice President,
Roerich Museum,

310 Riverside Drive
New York City, N. X,

Dear Sir:

Your letter of January 24th, en-
closing check for $10.00 covering renewal
premium.on bond of Mr. Nicholas C. de Roerich
and Mr. George N. de Roerilch, is acknowledged.
Enclosed find vouchers for these premiums.

Thanking you, we beg to remain,

Yours very truly,

L) K —

Manager.

JMR
JDP
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GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
Bash ington

Audit Division
PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATHMENT

Bureau of Plamt Industry
Department of Agriculture

Schedule No, 2618 Jenuaxy 31, 1938
de Roerisch, Nicholas C, 16887

[Name of payee) (Bureeu voucher No,)
Amount claimed $647.70
Amount certified 546.48
Difference 0l.22
Debit:

Claimed reimbursement as follows:
Nov. 19, 1934, Bill for winter equiment for two
assistants, sub,vou, No, 1, gobi $173.00 @ 884 - ¥ 195.70

Yen 195,70 @ .83 Mex 1“-“
Nov, £8, 1934, Bill for sungoggles and

drugs, 8.V, 4, : Mex 19,00
Nov, 29, 1934, Bill for suangoggles

sub,.vou, 5, Mex 5,00
Total Mex 186,43

Mex, 186,43 @ $0,36 wvececcvccscncncncccnccnnmnaoneua] 65,86
The above items constitute persamal expenses, Ihi:h
are not proper charges against publie funds,

Claimed reimbursement as follows:
Nov. 24, 1934, porters at Harbin,
“ '15.00 L | lm - r 11.51
eand porters at Hain~Ching statiom - Y 8,00
19,31

Tﬂ m i S e . --u-rqi---llll-Y‘n

Continued
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General Accounting Office
Washington

=re

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

Audit Division

Page - 2

Yen 19.31 @ .83 ¢ coccmcmcnaaaanccccnccaces Mox 16,03

Nov, 26, 1934, Porters at Taku Mex 18,50

Tot8l evcrrcmmccccnncccncnccnconacncnnncense MOX 51,53

uﬂl"‘m s ] ’.m T S S o A ‘ 11.“
Reimbursement may not be made for porters

fees when per diem allowance has been paid as a

part of transpirtation expenses.

See 47 Stat, 405, and 14 Comp, Gen, 41.

Nov. 19 to 30, 1934, claimed reimbursement for

Mex, 1119,51 (Total Mex 1337.47 less difference

In the absence of bank evidence of

the rates ussd the Federal Reserve

Board rate on Nov. 19, 1934, is the

basis for allowance of aredit.

Mex, 1119,.51 @ $.330625, Fed, Res,

Bd, rate on Hov, 19, 1934 370,14 21.60

Claimed per diem for Nov, 25 and 28,
1934 - B deys © $6.00 per dey $ 12,00
Voucher indicates travel by stoeamer
from Dairen to Taku, leaving Dairen
Nov, 25, 1934 at 4 p.m. and arrived
at Taku Nov, 26, 1934 at B p.m.
Travel order authorizes per diem while
on shipboard at rate of $2,50 per day.
Therefore correct camputation of

per diem is as follows:

(12 Comp, Gen, 429)

Continued



IS General Accounting Office
Washington

Audit Diviasion

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

page~3-

Nov. 25, 1034, 16/24 © $6.00  $4.00

8/24 © $2.50 83  $4.83
Nov. 26, 1934, 17/24 @ $2,50 $1.77
7/24 © $6,00 1,7 3,52 _$8.35 $ 3,65
Total Debits $ 101,63
Credit:
Claimed as total of voucher $647,70
Correot total 648,11
Total Credit =-e== i B +&1 M

Hot Debit DALLOReNoe «----mmccrmmcscsssnmssonssnecesmon ---------------tlnl.lf

H

Claimed Mex, 217,96 (M,186,43 and Mex 31,.53)

ﬂ ‘-. Eu - L R e 0 e ------“*--'M ™ “

Mex 217.96 @ $,330625, F.R. B4, rate on
H“'l‘ 1’. HH - - o i ?ﬁ u
§ 423

In the abaence of anyy bank evidences of the rates
of exchange, the Fed, Res, Bd, rate on Nov. 19, 1934
ﬂppli'.-

For the Comptroller General of the United States,

By _M.B.¥, &




== e — = - —— —_ - —

COPY
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
Washington

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

Audit Division

Bureau of Plant Industry
Department of Agriculture

Schedule No, 2618 : January 31, 19386
de Roerich, Nicholas C,. - 15828

(Name of payee) “(Bureau voucher NO,)
Amount c¢laimed $374.00
Amount eertified 338,59
Difference : 36.41
Oct, 22, 1934

Bill for field equipment of assistent,

Gobi $87.50 © G, $0.884 to ¥ 1.00 = 98,98

Yen 98,98 @ 29,70 = £29.40
The above expense was incwrred for personal

wearing apparel and apparently is not a proper

charge against the U, S,

Addit fonal Objection:

Claimed yen 98,98 @ ,207 = 29.40

Yen 98,98 @ ,28575
Federal Reserve Board rate Oct., 28, 1934, 28,88
1,12

In the absence of bank evidence in
support of ratea of exchange the
Federal Reserve Board rate would epply.
Cont'd.

LMH EMR MBW



COPY
General Accounting Office
Washington
Audit Division

=

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT
- a -

90|13

Error in conversion as follows:

Claimed:

Gobi $30.00 @ $0.884 - Y 33,94

Yen 33,94 and Yem 500,00 - Yen 533.94

Yen 533,94 © 297 - 158,58

Allowed, Yen 533,94 @ $0,28575,
the Federal Reserve Board rate on

Oct. 28, 1934 - 182,89 8,00

In the absence of Barnk evidence in
support of rates of exchenge, the Federal
Reserve Board rate is uzed.

35.41

For the Comptroller GCemeral of the United States,

By _ M,B,W,




COPY

General Accounting Office

Washington
Audit Division

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

Buresu of Plant Industry
Department of Agriculture
Schedule No. 2818

de Roerich, George N.
Iﬂm ef payee

Amount claimed
Amount certified
Difference

Debit:

Claimed reimbursement for the following expenses:

Nov, 1, 1934, leather jacket and trousers for

assistant, sub vou. #1

Nov, 5, 1934, Winter uquimnt for assistant, 5.V, 2

Nov. 12 1934 - »

Nov, 228 1934 Repair of field stove,

Nov, 28 1934 Leather jacket and winter

trousers

Tot al

9 ,884 - yen 138,59 which @ ,83 - mex

Nov, 28, 1934, 1 leits binocular,

Nov., 30, 1934 4 Dubbins (boot grease)
Shot gun cartridges,
Shot gun ammunit ion
Camp furniture

Total

Mex 470,91 @ $35

camp servant " 6

S.V. 8

S.V,10

S.V.14
8.V.16
8.V.17
3.V.18
8.V, 19

January 31, 1936

e

16829

(Bureau voucher No.)

Gobd

$ 356.00

48,60
8.00
2.00

30 .00

122,50

115,01
165.00
5.40
36,00
101.80

58,90
470,91

The above items cmstitute personal expenses, which apparently,

are not properly chargeable to publie funds,

Cont'd.

164,82



COPY
General Accounting Office
Audit Division Washington

= el

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

vl

S, V. No, 15 - Nov. m. 1934 - tﬂl.w o Hipm
Mox., $440 @ rate of exchange M $1.00 = 35 cents
Receipt only was furnished in support of charge,
Copy of message is required.

Claimed Mex 199,46 (total mex, 674,77 less differences
of mex, 470,91 and Mex, 4.40) 0 § .3 - 69.81
Allowed, Mex, 199.46 O $.330781, Federsal Reserve

Board rate on Nov, 1, 1934 65,98

In the absence of bank evidence in support of rates
of exchange the Federal Reserve Board rate is used,

Nov, 25, and 26, 1934 claimed per diem, £ days ©
vousher indicates travel by Steamer fram Deairen

to Taku, leaving Dairen Nov, 25, 1934 at 4:00 P.M,
end arriving at Talku Nov, 26, 1034 at 5:00 P.M.
Travel order authorizes per diem while on shipboard
at rate of $2.,60 per dey. Therefore, the correct
computation is as follows: 12 Comp. Gen., 429.

Nov. 28, 19\3‘. 1ﬂ/ﬂ Q “-uﬂ ﬂ.ﬂﬂ
8/24 0@ 2,50 8 4.83
Nov, 26, 1934, 17/24 @ 2,50 77
7/24 @ 6,00 1.7 35,52 8,36
Excess
Total Debits

Cont'd.

$ 1.54

173.84



Yo 122

General Accounting Office
Wash ington

ST

Audit Division

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

-3-
Credit: _
Claimed as total of voucher $415. 70
Correct total 416,17
Total eredit 47
Net debit difference 173,37
ADVISORY :
Claimed, mex 475.31:(mex 470,91 and mex 4.40)
aQ *l“ - 1“1“
mex 476,31 O $.330781, the Federal Reserve
Board rate on Nov, 1, 1934 - 157,23

9.135
In the absence of bank evidence in support
of the rates of exchange used, the Federal

Reserve Board rate on Nov, 1, 1934 would be
the basis of eomputation, '

. paied
For the Comptroller General of the United E‘Ilél, ;

By M. B, W, 2
MRM MBW

LMH

General Accounting Office
Form 117B
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COPY
General Accounting Office
Washington
Audit Division

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

Bureau of Plant Industry
Department of Agriculture

Schedule Ko, 2618 Jeanuary 31, 1935
e s _‘“_-l-_l-ﬂ_'._ — ===za.
DeRoerich, George X., 15830
(Wame of payee ) (Bureau’ voucher No,)

Amount Claimed $420,00
Amount certified £19,73
Differonce 200,87
Claimed as total of voucher S170.8420,00

Correct total (Gobi $694.97 as shown by sub-vous:
1-? I‘.ﬂ.‘ s .m - !ﬁ. m.l'h ﬂﬂnﬁﬂﬂd : '-ﬂ? .
$233.49, plus per diem $186.00) - 419.49 .51

Claimed as follows:
Sub=voucher /6 - Oot, 15, 1934,
Repairing boote Gobi $ 1.50
Hew sclea d

Sub-voucher #7 - Oct, 23, 1034
1 double flied tent with warm

lining, s 200,00
1 single fly tent with warmm lining " 140,00
3 sleeping bags, . 150,00
3 prs, field boots for servants . 76.00
2 canvas bags, 20,00
2 hamers for tent pegs 2,00
Total Gobi $501.00
Gobi ml-'ﬂﬁ 2 884 - yen 668,55 which at 'IH? - 198,56

Items listed above comstitute personal expenses,
not properly chargeable to public funds.

Cont'd,



=
am

- H =
General Accounting Office
Audit Division Wash ington

PREAUDIT DIFFERENCE STATEMENT

-Bw

Oct, 2 to 28, 1934, claimed reimbursement for
expense incurred ( Gobi #694.97 less Gobi $591.00)
Gobi $103,97 @ ,884 =« yen 117,61 which at $.297 -

Allowed, yen 117,61 @ §.286775, the Federal Reserve
Board rate on Oot, 2, 1934 =

In the absensce of bank evidence in support of the
rates of exohange the Federal Rescrve Board rate

is used as the basis of computation

ADVISORY:

Claimed Gobi $591.00 - yen 668,55 @ $.297 ~ $198.56

yen 668,55 @ $.286775, the Fed. Res. Bd.

rate on Oot, 2, 1934 - 191,73
6.83

In the absence of bank evidence of the rates
of exchange, the Federasl Heserve Board rate
on Oot, 2, 1934, would be used as basis of
computation,

$34.93

o793

For the Comptroller General of the United States,

By M.B.W,

LMH MEM MBW
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February 12, 1935.

Hr. George N, Roerich,
Peiping Branch,
Hongkong~-Shanghei Bank,
Pﬂipiﬁ, China,

Dear Mr. Roerich:

Enclosed please find "Pre-pudit Difference Statenents®
Numbers 18827, 18828, 15629 and 15850, which refer to your and
Professor Roerich's expense vouchers of Cctuber and Noveuber,

The four expense vouchers totalled §1,857.40, snd the Comptroller
General certified $1347,13, lewving u difference of $510.27.

These "Pre-iudit Difference Stetecents? sre similer to
ticse forwerded to you early in Jenuary for expense accounts pre-
vicusly submitbed, 4s indicated at that time, you mey prepsre and
present new vouchers covering awy or all of the $510.27 not cer-
tified by the Comptroller (eneral. For exarple, I note on the
"Pre-Audit Difference Statement® Ccovering Durecau Voucher No. 15830
thut there is & sub-voucher No. 7, Uctober 28, 1934, for verious
items including two tents. If these tents were necessary for the
Success ol the expedition, and/or to protect vsluable Govermment
property, and/or used by more then one individuel and, therefore,
oot personal expense, I am of the opinion that these items ney be
properly resubajitted ) W & giving the exact
¢onditions and the reasons whiy the egquipment was purchased. 4lso,
I feel that anmy other similar items mey be properly resubmitted if
the iteus ere not personzl but sre necessary for the proper conduct
cf the-expedition. :

In the future I suggest that articles such ag tents which
apparently are for the expedition be not subritted om & sub-voucher
with en item such ss shoes which apparently ere for one individual
and personal, Also, I suggest that Jou prepare & signed stetement
for each sub-voucher which say be questioned go that all facts nay
be at hand when & voucher is originelly presented,

fou will note that at the bottom of the "Pre-iudit Difference
Statenent" there is & note as follows: (If the sbove items are re-
subzitted in & gubseguent voucher, this Pre-audit Difference Statement

{135



& X%

must be sttached thereto). Therefore, if any of these itens
&re resubmitted, be sure to attach the proper "Pre-iudit

Difference Stateuent™ as well as your gigned statement as to
the exact use and need of the items purchased,

Yours very truly,

E. N. Breassman,
Sseientific Adviser.

ce. Miss Frances Grant.”

Jo/146



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Burean of Flant Industry
Washington

Office of Chief of Burean
B.P.I.Memo, 825

MEMORANDUM TO HEADS OF DIVISIONS.

Please call the attached decision by the Comptroller &:ueral
to the attention of members of your staff, particularly any wio may
have occasion to perform foreign travel,

Business Manager of Burean,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Budget and Finance

March 1, 1935
MEMORANIUM FOR CHISFS OF BUREAUS AND OFFICES.

Attached hereto is a copy of a decision by the Comptroller
General to the Secretary of Agriculture under date of
February 14, 1935 (A-56432) in which the Comptroller
General confirms his previous decision of August 7, 1934
(14 Comp. Gen, 95) wherein it was held that an official
of this Department who had traveled on a foreign vessel in
contravention of Section 601 of the Merchant Marine Act of
May 22, 1928 (45 sStat, 697) would be required to deposit into
the Treasury of the United States the full amount expended by
him and in his behalf by the Devartment in connection with
such travel amounting in this particular case to $1,374.50.
It is believed this decision should be brought to the atten-
tion of all employees who have occasion to go abroad on
official tusiness.

Sincerely yours,
W. R. FUCHS,

Assistant Director of Finance,
Encl,
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March 6, 1935.

Br. GHDI'gE H-I ﬂﬂﬂ.‘!‘iﬂh,
Peiping Branch,
Hongkong-Shanghai Bank,
Pﬁipirlﬁ, Chim-

Dear Kr. Roericht

This 1s to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Jamuary 28
and the encloged list of forsge plent seeds and herbarium specimens
included in the shipment of Jemuary 13. 48 yet this shipment has
not been received, but we are hoping that it will be here in the
very near future. Seversl of the seeds appear to be of real in-
terest snd value, particularly the dgropyrum ¢ * pPseudo=-RAgropyruil.
we note that the number of different foruge seeds is somewhat
limited and that the herbarium is rather extensive. I am wondering
if it would not be advissble in this year's collections to extend
the number of forsge plant seeds rether then the herburium speci-
wens. Both are of real interest and value, but I feel that we
mast be primerily interested in the seeds for propagation,

For your information and help, I have had various workers
in foruge crops muke some suggestions as to material that would
be of velue., 1 am encloging these suygesgtions in the sttached
nemorendun, which I hope mey be of some value to you. It is
not intended in zny way that «ll these materisls ere to be col-
lected, but I desire to be of assistunce and offer this list for
whatever use you can make of it.

With kind regerds amd best wishes for your continued sueccess,

I am,
Yours very truly,
E. N« Bressman,
ocientific Adviser.
Enclogure
BB i1SN

cc. Miss Frances Grant.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C,
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hiiss Frances Grant,
310 Riverside Drive,
New York City, New York,

Foo Claimed by Offlce
of Firet Addaiess




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

March 11, 1935

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEFS OF BUREAUS AND OFFICES.

Suoolementing my memorandum of March 1, 1935, inviting at-
tention to decision A-54432. issuad by the Comotroller General on
February 14, 1935, custaining a disallowance of $1,374.50 previously made
against E. C. Paxton, of this Devartment, because of travel on a shiv of
foreign registry, there is transmitted herewith for your further informa-
tion a cooy of the Comntroller General's decision A-34095, dated
Februayy 27, 1935, =ffirming the disallowance of a claim for $220.00
made by the Italian Line for the transvortation of W. D. Eeed, of this
Devartment. It should be noted that in this case the Comrmtroller CGeneral
has refused to allow nayment to the steamshiv comoany fo: the services
rendered in comnliance with a Government transnortation reguest and that
the commany has made demand uoon the traveler for nayment of the amount
from his mersonal funds.

Particuler attention is invited to the Comoirnller General's
reference to vhat ne awpearently considers "failurs of esdiministration to
make timely decision and arrangements for treave!" as well as the
traveler's failure to use &n American shin which sailed rrom the same
port four days before the foreign shio and eleven days after the de-
cision had been reached, administratively, that the travel was to be
nerformed.

It is sugzeested that this decision as well as that in the
Paxton case, be brought to the attention of all emoloyees of your
bureau who may be called upon to go aoroad on official business, in
order that they may azain be warned against traveling on foreign shins
in contravention of the requirements of Section €01 of the Merchant
Marine Act of May 22, 1928. (45 Stat., 697)

Sincerely yours,
W, A. JUMP

Director of Finance,

Enclesure
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copy Af letter received by TRG : % f?-f. 2 X
1 'f'-r*Jf‘ ACUA

liayeh 19,1936
Prof. Nicholas Roerish
Peiping Sranch,
Enogkong-Shanghal Bank,
Peiping, China,

Dear *‘rofessor Roerich,

This Is to acknodedge receipt today of your letter of February 18, en-
closing expense vouc'r rs for the months of Decerber, and Jmmary. Also,

I wish to acknolwedge receipt of your cabtle of lardh 19 stating that you
are investigating the seeds sent on January 19. As stated in our cables,
the hertarlum specimens of your flrst shppment were received but no seeds
have been recelved. I hope that you are successful intracing t his shipment
and will give uas complete Information so that we may help in locating the
seeds,

The pre’im’'narv report on: esults of botanical fleld work carried on last
summer 1n “arga and the Khingan region » as received. As indicated in pre-
vious correapondence, we hope that you are able to make numerous colleg-

tions of valuakle seeds.

The Bureau of Plant Industry hasg made the following request:

"Amongz the planis represented in the herbarium material of the

first sendling of the expedltion ot North kanchurila, Nos. 43,1,46.1
and 47,1 represent +ris ventricosa Pallas, ,Th’s ic a gapecies whilich
is very rarely brought Into cultivation and I wonder if wyou would
be willing to write to Doctor Roerich to aks if they could collect
of have collected next year a fairly large supply of seed of this
plant. I am frank to say that thls does not represent a species that
will be of particular use frok the point of soil erosion, although,
dike *ris ensata which has already been Introduced into this
country many,many times, 1t may prove useful as forming a tussocklike
plant which might sheclter other and more valuabtle plants wntil they
are established. 1t would have a secondary value to us , of course,
ag an ornamental,"

Because of thr app rent value of thls specles, T am wondering if wyou will
be atle to wateh for 1t and comply with thils request.

With kind regards and beat wished, I ap
Yours very truly,

- , I.1.Bressman
ce Nies Frnees Yrant Selentiflec adviser



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 22, 193b.

Miss Frances Grant,
Roerich lhiseum,
210 Riverside Drive,
New York, N. Y.
Dear Miss Grant:

I wonder if you have a new address for Professor
Roerieh. I understand that he left Peiping last Tuesday.
I would appreciate it if you would let me know as soon
as yvou have the new address.

Thanking you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Om &Mé’?{-ﬂxi /

e Ay
Mary Huss,
Personal Secretary to
Secretary Wallace.

/3
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karch 23, 1935

Miss lary Huss,
Personal Heuratary to

weQl etvary Wallace,
Department of Agrloulture,
Vashlngton, D.C.

Deayr liiss Huss,

In answer to your note of liarch 22, inguiring about the
new address of Professer Roerich, Professor Roerich has
agked us to continue to address him at the Pelping Branch
of the Hongkong-Shanghal Bank at Pelping as Ye hes ar-
ranged for the transmission of his mells. As soon as we
recelve a new address I will forward it to you lmmedintely.

Thanking yvou for your ind lry and with cordial persunnl
regards, belleve me,

Very sincerely,

TRC HS Vice President
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 20, 1935.

Miss Frances Grant,
Roerich Museunm,

310 Riverside Drive,

New York, N.Y.

Dear Miss Grant:

You will be interested to know that a2 second shipment was
received today from the Roerich expedition and that it included
the forage seed which we have been searching for. Apparently
the information that we had to the effect that the seed was with
the first shipment was not correct. I am sure that you and all
of us are much relieved to lmow that the seed has arrived safely.
I cabled Professor Roerich today to the effect that the sesd was
received.

Yours very ©

E. ¥. Bressman,
Scientific Adviser.
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Taagan ¥Yure.

April 29th, I935,

Dear Frances, _

Many thanks for your kind letter of the ISth ultimo
received here in Mongolia. ﬁe were very happy to hear from
Hr.Ereﬁ. that the seeds have finally reached their destination.

I can hardly explain the delay in Harbin. The seed material

was packed and ready for shipment before we laft Hafhin. Te

left on Saturday, and VX was instructed to hand over the

vackage to the Consulate on Monday. Then, for some unknown
reasons Gordeev ( a very good bYotanist but an extremely eranky
person ) delayed the sendiﬁg for several weeks, T tried tcl
findﬂgze reasons for such an action and was informed that the
sending was delayed as Gordeev was.making identifications.
However I think that one of the chief reasons was the loeal
suspiecion of everything cﬂnnﬂcfed with the Cons, or its staff,
Before we had left Gord., aven asked not to wfite letters to

him from Amerieca hecaus& he might bhe taken for an.agent /sie/

A newspaper man was arrested after a dinner with the Vice-Consul,
Toa stranger such things might seem incredible »ut they do
happen in 4, The Consulate in 4., has no diplaﬁatic pouch, and
.all packages had to be sent by parcel post under Consulate cover.
The Materia Mediga sent from Peiping was handed over to the Lega-
tion autﬁariﬁies and receipts proverly signed were obtained, As
you know this necessitated a cable to the Department to obtain

their authorization,
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We shall tf;kﬁn nhtainaa sufficient amount of forage seeds 2
from Inner Mongolia. The seeding seasons starts in Eeptember._grf
"hile in Barga and the Xhingan mountains we collected seeds *m,il
of only those species which could be usefully introduced in ﬁ%ggn
the States., Nw I note that the Department would he intereatedﬁiﬁ:ié
in various seed material of the desert and arid steppe flnra,zthiz
and shall act accordingly. Last year Macm. was supposed to T ff'.h
cnllgct sepds, and in a cnnf&fuatinn held in Harﬁin he told ké é
me to collect :prage seeds'&f ecnmqn{cally us£ful nlants Gnly}_?fﬁ
ﬁr.ﬂres. has ﬁrittqn me that the seeds of Agropyron pseudo- 'é'i
agropyron are of " cnnsidn;ahle interést", and:I am glad that % 0
we were able to send th&m % supply of these seeds. = 3

[

Regarding the mnnthiy statements of expenses, T included in —
!
them only such expenses which could be classed as expeditionary

e e

e ey

expenses, and I was surprtsed to read that a tent was unns{ﬂered
"personal expensef, Alsos the equipment of our camp followers,
A man receiving %45 per month is unable to acquire field equip=
ment on his own expense., The only sslution would be to either
accept this expense as " expedifianary expenses" or to increase

correspondingly their salaries, I have sent to Dr.3res. a signed

explanation of these expenses, and hope that he will be able to

ad just the matter. I made out vouchers according to m incommlete

sample copy given to me before leaving Wew Vork.
We read in the North China Star of April I7th a brief account
of the I5th. e were sorry to see the name omptteqd again, Tt is

very important to send proper accounts to the paners in China,
Tt seems that someone in the OH is again active and I could feel it
in Peiping. Did you get my letter about Lattimore? Our ¥riend should

* “Know that some dark hand is constantly acting in a certain direction,

making things more difficult, Relatiocns after all should be recti-
fied, Apparently no sistement was sent out to foreign govts in
connection with tne Pact. Always yours,

e
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May 11, 1935

Mr. Ceorge N. Roerich,

¢/o Rev. Carl G. Soederbom,
. P, Mission,

mml HI ﬂhﬂlﬂ-

Dear ln‘. Roerich:

I am transmitting herewith vouchers together with the statements
covering articles suspended by the General Accounting Office for the
period April 18 to November 30, 1934, Separate accounts have been made
for each fiscal year involved. There are, therefore, four accounts--two
for you and two for Professor Roerich.

Kindly examine these accounts very carefully and give particular
attention to the statements which accompany the accounts. If these state-
ments in any way do not cover the circumstance, will you kindly prepare
them so0 that they give the exaet circumstance, If the statements are
correct, kindly efign each statement and sign each of the vouchers at the
place indicated., I em informed that these vouchers need not be sworn %o
as they are re-submissions and, therefore, have been sworn to when first
submitted,

I wish to eall your attention specifically to the following items
and want you to note particularly that we are requesting the list of the
articles purchesed by Mr. Kitagawa (May 26); a receipt from a guard
(August 21); that we are attempting to get & receipt from the Pennsylvania
Railroaed Company (April 22); and thaet copiees of telegrams are necessary
(Rovember 15-30):

Nicholas Roerich

April 18 - Revolver, emmunition, ete. $29.95

On the atatement of resube-

mission of Mr. deRoerich on

this item no mention was made

and as the original account

specified that this was persammal

property this item has been

conceded.

May 25 -« Advance to Mr. Kitagawa, $60,40
Space has been left for the
articles purchased by Mr, Kitagawa
and these will have to be liated by
Mr. de Roeriech.



Auvgust 21 - One month's salary for second guard.
According our copy of Mr. de

Roerich's account the receipt accom-
panied the original voucher although no
copy of this receipt is filed with our
records here. If the second guard is
with Mr. de Roerich and he could submit
another receipt, would suggest that this
be done.

November 26 - Per diem.

The per diem suspension will have to be
conceded .,

George Roerich

 April 22 - Excess baggage.
Kr. de Roerich should be advised that
we have written the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company for this receipt and hope to have
it when these accounts are returned for
resubmission.

October 21 - Incorrect total of voucher.
This will have to be conceded.

November 15-30 - Telegrams.
Mr. de Roerich should furnish a copy
of this telegram if this item is re-
submitted.

November 25-26 - Excess in per diem.
Charge will have to be conceded.

$13.17

§ .51

§1.5¢

$3.68

I hope that you will give these matters your prompt and careful
attention inasmuch as some of these accounts are nearly a year old and

should be finally disposed of.

Yours wery truly,

E. N. Bresaman,

Sclentific Adviser.

79/ /39
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COPY 'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

SeS. Pres, Hoover
At Sea,May 21, 1935

Mr. Je L. Mehoney
Washington, D.Ce

Dear Joe:

 In working through my troubled affairs, I find a few items about
which I should comment to you before they are forgotten, or before too
much is done about them,

* I returned two trunks to you from Los Angeles, having concentrated
the equipemnt in the remaining six and the bags. In case it is necessary
to send a quantity of equipment to the field they could be used. The
additional keys which you sent have been put with the others, so that in
case one is lost all will be lost, and we can them come home,

I note you are purchasing 2000 locking emvelopes to be delivered
later, Please do not send the whole supply to me at one time, Fifty
of each would be a large number for any reasonable time in the field,
and it is too much work to pack them arocund. I have no suggestion for
an address other than to the Consul at Herbin, Manchuria, but will kmow
nore later when I have interviewed the Japanese,

The matter of the Radio bill of lading can be explained, It was
sent on a b-o~1, but it was delayed in the mail and I did not gzet it
promptly, For some reason, the express receipt contained no mention
of the bill of lading, and the supposition was that the shipment had
been sent regular express collect, Had the notation been on the express
receipt we could heve handled the matter at once and avoided the telegram,
As you might kmow, I did not pay the charges, and the equipment was received
in s day or two when the bill of lading turned up. The Radio Co. was not
at faunlt,

I am at a loss to understand the handling of the Japanese visa,
not that it made any difference in the end, except using some time; but
because of the method, and for future refersnce, At best, it was only
accidental that I discovered the lack of it, as therewwas no reference
to it in any letter,

It may be that by thie time you will have received the visas for
Russia, Gould they be transmitted to Japan during the present week or
soon after, so that they copnld be entered on the passports before we leave
there, It would simplify matters a good deal to have this out of the way
before the fun starts in Manchuria,



20[tno
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I em sorry I ever mentioned the matter of a seal. You may recall
that my original suggestion was not to use the Department seal, but to
have an Office seal, I do not think a Bureau design is necessary either,
The most that would be needed would be something to make an impression
which we could recognixe as our own, and which would not be readily
duplicateds I have sealed our trunks and bags with car seals, the ordinary
wire and lead affair, and to make the impression have usdd a small leather
working tool which makes 2 picture of a ships I do not lmow how this will
fit in the solicitors scheme and historical pronocuncements, but let the
memoranda fall where they may, it did the tricks I may have to write
Ben about this revolutionary matter,

There has been nothing to report about Mr{ Stephens so far, The

incidents relative to getting to San Francisco and pushing off you can
gather later from the expense accounts,

Sincerely yours,

(s) H. G. Mac Millan,
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WASHINGTON.
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May 22, 1938

Mr. George N. Roerich,

¢/o Rev. Carl 0. Soederbom,
M. P. Mission,

Iu].gln. N. China,

Dear Mr. Roerich:

Receipt of your letter of April 8th is acknowledged. I
am happy to know that the memorandum with regard to plants which
you may find in the region in which you are now working will be
useful and I am particularly pleased toc know that you are making
preparations to secure large quantities of seed material., I
feel that you have an excellent opportunity for getting a large
number of typical drouth resistant plants which we may try out
in the several plant nurseries which have been established in
our plains region,

T have traced your salary checks for February. I am in-
formed that the February 27th check represents your salary for
the first half of February and not the second half, I am in-
formed that the salary for the second half of February did not
go out until some time in March. Undoubtedly you will receive
the check for the second half later.

I am hoping that you will return the forms which I sert to
you on April 17 promptly so that your checks in the future may
be paid directly to your account in the Hongkong-Shanghail bank
at Peiping. Until we get these forms it 18 impossible for us to
make the arrangements which you desire. I assure you, however,
that I will give it prompt attention as soon as you get the
forms to us,

Yours very truly,

E. N. Bressman
Seientific Adviser



COPY

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1935,

Dear Mr. Seeretary:

Referring to your letter of June 11th
and to our telephone conversation of this
afternoon, it is my understanding that you
felt that it would be desirable, in the
interest of the Roerich Pact itself, to
await the action of the Senate before we
communicate with foreign governments, with
a view to obtaining their interest and sup-
port of the Pact.

Accordingly, as soon as the Senate
takes action, we will proceed along the
lines indicated in your letter of the 11lth
instant.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) William Phillips

The Honorable
Henry A. Wallace
Seeretary of Agriculture

70 /142



June 18,1935

Dr. E.,N,Breasman \
Scientific Adviser,
Department of Agrioculture,
Washington, D.C. '

Dear Dr. Bressman,

Permit me to thank you for your courtesy in keeping me ap-
prised of the movements of the Expedition, which I value
greatly. Our last letters from Prof y Roerich gome from

Tza Kure' where they secmed to have encountered late
froets and the spring 'burans'-- a rather exacting combination,

When I was last in Washington you were so gracious as %o
suggest that I might eare to have a set of the snapshot
prints, If this is no trouble I should value them greatly,
but if 1t 1s diffiocult please do not cncern yourself about
them.

Should you ever be in lew York, it would give me great planiﬁrl
to have you here and show you the museum.

Thanking ydu once more for your numerous kindnesses, belleve .
Hc, | |

Veyry sincerely,

Frances R.Grant
FRG HS - Vice President




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON. D.C.

June 20, 1935

Miss Frances R. Grant
Roerich Museum

310 Riverside Drive
New York, N. Y.

Dear Miss Grant:

I have your letter of June 18th and I am enclosing prints from
the negatives whiech you saw on your last visit here. I was unable to
loecate these prints at the time but are the original ones received from
Professor Roerich. I note that some of them are the same as the en-
larged prints you forwarded some time ago for possible use in connee-
tion with an article and so possibly you have all of these. If not,
please indicate the ones which you desire and I will have the prints
made, I am interested in these partieular prints because of the
legends on the back.

Yours very truly,

E. N. Bresaman &
Scientific Adviser
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July 2, 1936

m- E. H“'m. i
Soclentific Advisob,

Department of Agriculture,
"I.hiﬂ Etﬂn » Dlﬂ ]

Dear Dr., Bressman,

Yany thanks for sending me the copy of the Release == I am wondering if v 1
yvou would be so kind as to send me three or four additional copies if you
have them, Also, if it is not too muoh trouble, I should appreciate knowing

if you have receivel any clippinge, as I should like to pmweure copies of
them,

1 am returning herewith the prints which you were so kind as to send me
and should be happy to have any of the printe with figpwes in them. The
coples which I sent to the department were the only ones I had,

Assuring -ou of mv appreciation for your constant thoughtfulness in
keeping me in touch with the Expedition progrese, bel'ieve ne,

Very sincerely,

Frances R,Grant
FRG HS Vice President
enclosures:

prints
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The expedition,headed by Prof. Nicholas Reerich,®0 year old bearded
patriarch,arricwd in Inner Mongolig two months ago is search of drought-
resistant plants which might be developed for mse in the American Middle
West, : -

Prof. Roerich is founder of the museum bearing his name in New York
City,and is revered by Russian emigres as an artist, journalist and au-
ther of peace plans,He was accompanied by his son,Georgefand a collec-~
tion of four White Russian Guards and sundry Mengol Buriat helpers.

Pref,Roerich at first sought to make his headquarters in the palace
of Prinece Teh, just inside the Inner Mongelian frontder 200 miles north
of here,but Prince Teh was understood already te have problems enough
striving to accommodate a Japanese fmedical mission" which came to live
with him,not to memtion frequent visit from Japanese military men.

Takes Up Quarters

Pref. Reerich thereupén took up quarters at the Mongolian home of
Sven Larsen,the "duke of Mongolia",nearby., Mrs. Larson whe is visiting
Kalgan.told the Associated Press that she knew little about the activi-
ties of the expedition exeept that "they are heavy eaters and seem s13
waye to be busyg®

It is true,she said,that the Roerichs have a guard of armed Russi-
an Cossacks,but the latter are "kept under the strictest discipline".

The Roerichs appear to be attending strietly to their work of plants
eollection,she said,while the simple Mongelian mind tries to understand
why the United States should send an expedition half way around the
world "just to dig up a few weeds®,

According to A.P.Friedlander,Reerich's white Russian representative
at Peiping,the Japanese also are wdtehing the expedition®s activities with

interest,
. Te Push Expedition.

Friedlander said that with the arrival of new motor trucks at Roe=
rich's headquarters from Kalgan,the leader is planning to push the expe=
ditien farther into the interior through the Gebi dessert along the
fringe of sovetized Outer Mongolia,and thence southward into the Ordes
plateau of Suiyan provinee,returning about Nevember.

'"He naturally will not attempt to enter Outer Mongolia where there
is danger of being shot by the Reds",said Friedlander. "In fact he will
strive to aveld areas where suspicioms are likely to help the United
States cope with the drought problems in the West.

Meets Emperor EKang.

The present headquarters of the Roerichs are 200 miles from the Quter
Mongolian frontier where "no trespassing" signs hang out for all white
Russians, Japanese and othere unsympathetic to the Soviet cause.

Prof. Roerich a year 4go was granted an audience by Emperor Kang Teh
©f Manchoukue to whom he presented a medal of his own invention., He has

—  been a2 frequent contributer to the white Russian press in the Far Rast.
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INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Office of Information
Press Service

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Release — Immediate v
June 27, 1935,

ROERICH SEARCHES ARID ASTA
FOR DROUTH RESISTING PLANTS

Botanical Explorers from U, S, Department of Agriculture
Seel Plants To Hold Soils of Dry Areas in West

L

From the most desolate parts of Asia may come the
plants which will keep the American landscepe firmly in place when the next
drouth comes along,

More than 1,800 lots of seed from drouth-resistant plants brought back
from Turkestan by plant.hunters of the U, S, Department of Agriculture, are
now growing in the plant reserve stations established last year by the De—
partment, Additional lots of seed have recently arrived frum.Hﬁndhuria and
Mongolia, and still other valuable shipments are expected after the expedition
now working on the edge of the Gobi Desert has had an opportunity to harvest
the seeds which will ripen this fall,

In a recent report to Henry A, Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture, the
head of the present Asiatic expedition, Prof. Nicholas Roerich, described
some of the consequences of erosion,

"In the completely dead sands of Asia," he wrote, "it was enlightening
to unearth the roots of age—-o0ld forests, Strangely enough, precisely on
these sites one may find excellent dwelling—sites and bits of woven grasgses

oli01-35
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indicating that life once flourished here, The ancienﬁ Chinese chronicles,
with their meticulous notes of early Chinese traﬁelers. describe these now—
eroded sites as picturesque cities and villages gﬂvhich flourished amidst
Plenty, We cannot attribute these changes entirely to cosmic aections, The
hand of man has been especially reprehensible,

"In the dead deserts of Asia one may often hear the murmur of under—
ground streams, which at times give rise to the beliefs in subterranean life,
Not seldom, these streams have been driven under stones aﬁd.pehhlea by human
hands which have rapaciously destroyed the vegetation,™

Despite human exploitation extending over centuries, and despite
adverse natural conditions, some vegetation remaing in these Asiatic sands,
and it is this tenacious vegetation that the explorers from America are after,

"Upon these sand &unﬂs._upnn these endless mounds, ™ Pfﬂf; Roerich
writes, Wone still finds remnants of the great forests; there still are found
great quantities of feathergrass, and other steppe grasses at once
strongly resistant and useful for forage, Crossing the endlegs desert spaces,
I always realize the countless possibilities still preserved in thase virgin
steppes, I do not even venture to speak here of the vast store of medical
plants scattered throughout these regions, and still utilized so little by
men, since sbdience has only now begun to pay attention to these treasures whiﬁh.
have been knuwn"fﬁr centuries but which hawve been forgotten in the bustle of
life,X

In yearg past, introduction of soybeans, variqus lespedezas, Chinese
elm, and crested wheat grass have been of untold value to American agriculture.
The hope is that Asia will once more provide the plants which may, after the
necessary adaptation, resist drouth in the American Great Plains and help

control erosion,
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Tha*ﬁﬂﬂﬂditiﬂn.haadﬂ&,hnyrufEssur Roerich was sent to the areas border—
ing the Gobi Desert because of the great pasture areas which apparently with-—
stand the.terrific heat of summer and cold of winter, and scanty rainfall,
Through centuries of natural selection strains of grasses and legumes which are
able to cope with these conditions have developed and increased, Also, the
origin of many plants has been traced to the old world centers in Asia and it
is reasonable to expect that there are already in existence grasses, legumes,
~ shrube and trees of value under similar conditions in the United States. In
faet, no region in thg world offers more promise of obtaining economic plants
which are drought—resistant, soil~binding and otherwise peculiarly important
at this time, The discovery of just one desirable plant species would repay
the costs of the expeditions many-fold,

One of the best fodder plants of this agricultural region just east
of the Gobi is a species of the wheat grass kmown by the scientific name,

0 gudoagro and also known as Elyms pseudoagropyrum, The plant
1s somewhat similar to the valuable wheat grasses now grown in America, such
a8 slender wheat grass and crested wheat grass, One of the outstanding
contributions of the 1935 expeditions was the collection of a limited supply
of seed of this valuable plant species,

The semi-desert, the reports stata,.hés the appearance of a large plain
with an altitude of approximately 2,000 feet. The climate of the region is
characterized by a "snowless, rigorously cold winter, a cold and rather rain-
less spring and autumn, and a hot dry summer, for although there is more rain
in the summer, the water quickly evaporates, owing to the heat which sometimes
reaches over 100° F," In this region were recorded species of important plants
such as wheat grass, brome grass, blue grass, rye grass, fescue, alfalfa,

lespedeza, and other lesser knowm species of possible value, About twenty
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different graeses and four species ﬁff:hruhs were reported, but no trees were
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recorded in this section,
In addition to the plains region, considerable areas of unsteble and in
some places movable sand dunes were encountered, The greater part of the sand

dunes were more or leses covered with turf, Various species of wheat grass

#ncluﬂing;ggggpyran;Egeudqqggggxggg, blue-joint, June grass, foxtail, élfalf&,
glu?ers and other lesser known grasses, shrubs and trees were reported in
lyhis region,

The bench lands #n the river valleys are covered with perennial grasses,
shrubs and trees which are "able to withstand, without any failure, the
desiccating winds of the spring, the heat of the summer and the cold of the
ﬁinter." Various species of Spodiopogon, Arundinella, Digitaria, Stipa,
Qalamagrostis, Koeleria, Melica, Festuca, Bromus, Salix, Quercus, Ulmus, Rosa,
Armeniaca, Medicago, Astragalus, Vicia, Securinega, and mhymua"ﬁére reported,

Seeds of the plant speclies already obtained from the Rperich expedition
énd now being grown in the, Department!s experimental greenhouses inﬂluﬂh:sﬁiﬁa
@r needlegrass, Agropyron or wheat grass, including the spéciéé pseudoagropyrum,
lespedeza, trifolium, and elymis or rye grass, Professor Roerich and his
botanists consider these the most important drought-resistant forage plants

of this region,



0ffice of Hesrotary

SADLEGIA
July 3, 1938

¥r, licholas Roerich

Heve Carl 0. Soederbam

P, lisaion

Eelsan, North Chins

Departnent asks you &% the earliest possible safe mmsent to
transfer your expedition to o safe region rich in drought
resistant grasses in Suiyusm

He As Wallanve

w2 li5p
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July &, 1935

Miss Frances Grant
Hoerich Museum

310 Riverside Drive

llew York City, New York

Dear Miss Grant:

For your information I am enclosing herewith cony
of a cable which I have sent today to Professor Roerich.
Also I am enclosing copy of a letter which I received
from William Phillips, Under Secretary of State, regard-
ing the Pact, under date of June 13.

I do not know whether there is any foundation
whatsoever for the insinuations of political activity
on the part of Professor Roerich in Mongolia. I am ex-
ceedingly anxious, however, that he be engaged, both
actually and apparently, in doing exactly what he is sup-
posed to be doing as an employee of the United States
Department of Agriculture engaged in searching for seeds
valuable to the United States. I would avpreciate your
cooperation in seeing that this is brought tactfully and
effectively to Professor Roerich's attention. In savine
this, I realize, of course, that most and perhaps all
of these insinuations of the press in late June may be
guite without foundation; nevertheless, with times as
troubled in the East =2s they now are, it would seem to
me wise to take no chaneces, and,therefore, the Depart-
ment has asked Professor Roerich,with due consideration
for safety, to travel to the safer area of the Province
of Suiyuan which is reputedly rich in drought resistant
Zresses.

Sincerely yours

Secretary
Enclosures
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Expedition Folder (Alma) givem by K.S.C. to Mr. Marritt July 5, 1939,

August 29, 1934 From HaGiMegMidlenuboaMy. Ryerson (5 pages)
August 11, 1934 From Ryersom to MacMillan | (2 pagew)
May 5, 1934 From Ryerson to Consul General Tokyo b

May 5, 1934 From Ryerson to Consul Harbin, Manchuria 5

May 5 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan il

May 5 1934 From Ryerson to Mr. Allanson >

June 1, 1934 From Acting Secretary Pnillips to Am Emb. Tokylo 1 page
June 30 1934 From William Phillips to Sec. Wallaoce | 1 page
July 7 1934 From Wallace to Ryerson Telegram

July 7 1934 From Ryerscn to Morrison 1 page
September 17 1934 From Ryerson to Cabot Coville 1 page
April 25 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1 page
March 28 1934 From Ryerson to James L. Stephens 1 page
April 23 1934 From Howard to Ryerson 1 page

October 21 1934 Release for Publiocationm

President appoints Secretary Wallace Plenipotentiary to Sign

Roeriwh Fact
February 12 1935 From E.N.Bressman to George Roerioch 2 pages

Attached: Preaudit differemce Statement 9 pages

January 31 1935

July 7, 1954 From Ryerson to Morrison 1 page
August 11 1934 From Ryerson to MaoMillan 2 pages
August 29 1934 From MacMillan to Ryerson 6 pages
September 17 1934 From Ryersom to Dawson 1 page
September 17 1934 From Ryerson to George Roerich 2 puges
May 6 1934 From Ryerson to Coville Am, Cons., Harbin 1 page
¥ay 5 1934 From Ryerson to Allanson 1 page
May 6 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1 page
May 5 1934 From Ryerson to Consul General Tokyo 1 page
April 25 1934 From Ryerson to MacMillan 1 page
April 23 1934 From Rymxzmmxkm Howard to Byerson 1 page
March 28 1934 From Ryerson to Stephans 1 page
September 17 1934 From Ryersom to Coville 1 page
September 17 1934 From MacMillan to Ryersom 1 page

July 7 1934

From Seoretary Wallace to Ryerscm Telegram



Paraphrase May 9 1934

Paraphrase May 10 1934

Telegram May 22 1934 From Hull to Embassy Tokio

Paraphrase June 8 1934

Telegram June 9 1934 From Hull to Ameriocan Comsul Tokyo
Paraphrase June 11 1934

Telegram June 30 1954 By Hull to Ameriocan Legation Peiping Ehinl

December 13 ‘1934 From Secretary Wallace To ¥iss Granmt
May 21 1936 From MacMillan to Mahonmy (2 coples)
May 22 1934 From Mahony to MacMillan

May 22 1934 From ¥ehomey to M acMillan

June 19 1934 From Mahoney to Mac¥illean

June 21 19354 From Mahoney to MacMillan

June 26 1934 From ®acMillan to ¥ ahoney

June 29 1934 From *acMillan to Mahoney

July 13 1934 From Mahoney to Mao¥illan

July 10 1934 From Assistamt in Charpge of Accounts to Maciillanm
July 21 1934 From Mac Millan to Mahoney

August 7 1934 From Mahoney to MaocMillan

September 1 1934 From MacMillam to Mahomey

October 13 1934 From Mahomey to Maomillan with statement
September 12 1934 From Mahoney to MaoMilan

September 21 1934 From Mahomey to MaoMillan

November 1 1934 From MacMillan to Mahoney and answer
November 7 1934 From MacMillan to Mahoney

May 11 1936 From Bressman to George Roeri ch
May 22 1935 From Bressman to Goerge Roerich
July 27th 1935 From George Roerich to Framees Granmt
October 10 1934 From George Roerich to Brances Grant
August 8 1935 From George Roerich to Frances Grant
June 26 1935 Press Release Manila Daily Bulletin
Te try oure for soll erosiom

August 10 1934 Press Release from Washington
April 20 th 1934 From Danaher to Prof. Roerich

Copy of letter to Emperor of Mamchukuwo from Prof, Roerioch
August 9 1954 From F, Grant to Miss Mary Huss attached Press release

August 11 1954 "Heald Tribiume

March 19 Peiping Original lnttur from G, Roerich to F, Erant
April 29 1935 Tsagan Kure ™

July 14 1935 Naran-Obo ™ " ! " "
Ootober 1 1934 Harbin " " " " w:

June 18 19356 From F., Grant to Bressman
March 22 1935 From Mary Huss to F, Grant and answer

November 20 1934 Harbin Personmal

pages

page
pages
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page
pages

page
page
pages
page
pages
page
page
page attached
1 page

1 page

1 page

2 pages
2 pages
1 page
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2 pages
1 page

2 pages
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
2 Npages
1 page
1 page
2 pages

1 page
1 page
1 page

1 page

1 page
2 pages
4 pages
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May 29 1934 From F. Grant to Mahomy 1 page
May 10 1934 From Mahoney to F. Gramt ( original ) 1 page

From ¥ahoney to ¥, Grant 1 page
May 4 1934 From F. Gramt to ilhnnqy : 1 page
March 1 1955 Memorandum to Heads of Pivisions by Fuchs 2 pages
June 1 1934 From G. Roerich to F. Grant (Original) 1 page
March 5 19356 From Bressman to G. Roerich 1 page

January 265 1935 Telegram to Bressman

January 26 1935 Fremium of bgnd by New Amsterdam Casuglty Co. N de Roerich

January 26 1935 " 2 G. de Roerioch
January 26 1935 From Ryan to F, Grant

Maroh 19 1935 From Bressman to Prof, de Roerioch 1 page
September 17 1954 From Ryerson to Dawson 1 page
Ootober 13 1934 From Ryerson to Seoretary Wallace 4 pages
July 19 19356 From Grant to Bressman 1 page
June 20 1936 From Bressman to Gramt (original) 1 page

and answer July 2 1935

July 8 1936 From Bressmam to Grant 1 page
attached 4 pages Press release

April 8 1934 Telegram to /Ryerson

September 26th 1935 From G, Roerich ¢o F, Grant (original) 1 pig-
June 7 1934 From Mahoney to F, Grant 1 page
June 7 1934 From Mahomey to ¥, “ramt (original) 1 page

November 1934 30th Cable to Dep of Agri,

December 6 1934 From G.H, Dern to Wallaoce

January 6 1936 From Bressman to F, Gramt (original) 1 page
Maroh 20th 1935 From Bressman to F, Grant (original ) 1 page
July 3 1935 From Wallace to rof. Roerich 1 page
June 13 19856 From Phillips to Wallaoe 1 page
July 8 1935 From Wallace to F, ramt (orightal) 1 page

Statement of Conference at Montevideo with initials of all Trustees

March 16 1934 From Wegllace to Prof. de Roeridh (photostat 1 page
August 17 From ¥acMillan 1 page
August 11 1934 To Ryerson S oopies 1 page
August 17 1934 To Ryerson 1 page
July 10 1934 To Ryersom from MaoMillan 2 pages

Statement from MaoMillan % page
June 20 1934 From MaoMillan 1 page
July 10 1934 From YacMillan to Ryerson 2 ocoples 2 pages
June 24 1934 From ™acMilan to Ryerson 2 pages

1 page attached
June 24 1934 From MaoMillan to EymxxanG. de Roerich 1 page



May 25 1934

h"-

From G. Roeriech o *aoMillan

Appendix No I May 23, 1934 from G. Roerich to MacMillan
July 1 1934From Mackillan to Ryerson
July 6 1954 From MacMillan to %ursnn

July 11

July 10
June 26
July 20
July 27
July 20
June 26
July 6

July 20
July 23
July 22
July 16
July 28
July 31

934 Memorandum for Ur, Sato from ‘acMillan
1934 From MaoMillan to Ryerson

1934 From MacMillan to Garrels Am, Consul Tokyo
1934 to Ryerson

1934 From MaocMillan to Ryerson

1954 to Garrels

1954From MacMillan to Garrels

1934 From “aoMillan to Ryerson

1934 From MaoMillan to Am. Legation Peiping China
1954 From ¥acMillan to Garrels Am Comsul Tokyo
1934 to Ryerson

1934 Clipping attached to letter

1934 From Stephens to Ryerson

1934 to Ryerson

August 9 1934 From Stephens to Vinall Washington D.C.

August 20 1934 From
August 11 1934
August 21 1934 From

erson to G. Roerich
From *aviillan to fyerson
Mg oMillan to Ryerson

June 22 1934 From Ryerson to Mg oMillan

Fuly 6 1954 From “acMillan to Ryerson

Sugyst 21 1934 From Yackillan to Ryerson

August 20, 1934 From Ryerson to G. Roerich

August 9 1934 From Stephens to Vinall

July 28 1934 From Stephens to Ryerson

July 22 1934 From to Ryerson

July 23 1934 From Maomillan to Garrels

July 10 1934 From aoMillan to Ryerson 1 pa e oliprings attached
July 20 1934 From BacMillan to Nelson T, Johnson
July 6 1934 From MacMillan to Ryerson

July 1 1934 Memorandum for Dr. Sato from MaoMillan

1 page
1 page
2 page
1 page

& pages

2 pages
2 pages
2 pages
2 pages

1 page

2pagew
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 pahe
1 page
1 page

1 page

1 page
1 page
4 pages
1 page
1 page

1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
1 page
2 pages
1 page
1 page
3 pages
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 8, 1935

Miss Frances H. Grant
Roerich Museum

310 Riverside Drive
New York, N. Y.

Dear Miss CGrant:

I have your letter of July 2nd and the prints. I
am having copies made for you and will forward them when they
are ready. Enclosed please find some additional copies of the
press release. I have received no elippings but will make

inquiry of our Office of Information as to what they have re-
ceived.

Yours very truly

E. N. Bressman
Scientific Adviser

Enclosure.,
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Naran=0Obo,

Uy dear Frances,

Many thanks ror your kind note of June I0Oth which I was
very glad to receive. I am very glad to hear that you take a
serious interest in the region where we are now working. It is
indeed an interesting ceuntry and merits a careful study. I have
read carefully $hreugh most of the books and articles by Lat,
His information as far as modern times are concerned is mostly 3
reliable, although sometimes he is rather prejudiced. His book
on the Mongols is probably tne best written on the subject in
Engzlish, Its great drawback is the complate omhs=ion of Russian
works which are very important, hence several mistakes, It is
verx important to find out semething about the general haekground
the author. I believe yau could get muech information from : 4
Mr.¥alter C.Young, Mr.Crane's repruaewtati?u in tne far East, whe _ .
= is now in New York. Please g% Iransmit him our heartfelt condo- =
lences on the ocecasion of the death or his little bey - I read
about ifh the Peiping papers. Young is a nice fellow, and was very
friendly in Peiping. He knows sommthing about the two botan, and
will be ahle t5 give you a few facts on the situation in the Far
East. T know that Lat. several years age was associated with the 3
P.T. Times in Tientsin., You will be intemsted to know that on the
26th of June the PT,.Times printed a lengthy article on the Expedition
- several facts completely distorted, others without any foundatien:
for ex. that Mother is awaiting us in Kalgan, and that Prince Teh
.refused to us the use or hid Palace. All this is of course sheer nonser
Besides that the articles stresses the fact of the presence of White & !
Rusians in the Expudithn, .and that the Jap. feel uneasy about #ts
— mpvemsats., Tt is ult to say what.the unknown auther ofithe
" article had Ih mind, but it seems to me that his int€ntion was to -
> g draw attention of aame of the rival groups in the region. We are
v investigating the source of this article and shall let you knew
the résults of this inguiry. A few days ago we received a cable
signed by the Secpetary asking us to transfer the expedition to
Suiyuan at the"earliest safe moment ". Notwithstanding mewspaper
reports and other rumours the region is abselutely quite, and our _
scientifiec work proceeds unhindered. As a matter of ract, we had g
anticipated the Department's wishes, and had transferred the Expe- ,
ditien to Suiyuan en June 26th, It will be interesting to find out e
the reasons for such a cable, I stress once more that we had nether Y
difficulties, nor any unpleasant unceunter with any of the foreign
rival greups.I hepe that eur friend will let you know the actual
sitmatien. I sincerely hope that your eitorts in the Kan, matter
will be erewned with success, Lately, I hear, there were new and
favorable movements in the matter, and notwithstanding the pressure
of the lectur. things are going ahead, With all best wishes and

hn*ping to hear from you 3soon,-_
%1 l
(|

Q’pura always,
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arien en! co Jusa’ récived your two “letters (“without dates)
encleosing the:two mlib@ingﬁ'fraﬁ”;ﬁé“ﬁhlﬁiﬁg ?E;Hﬁnh;pn@;$1u
¥.Y.Times, Is-is.essential to bring this’ ur.Powedl to account.
I am enclosing & eony or-our-létter’ to the Secretary which
will givevyou somsrof the 15%&1%dataﬁi?§:Thia_ﬂb%?@ypl}'ya;_
- iin Xalgan in June last and"wisited there Nr. lrs Lngggn_{.w
otherwise Duke of Mongolia), the latteér tell ng him some' non-
sense about our stay at their ranch in‘Chakhar.’' Rumours inecor-
porated in the Chicago Tribune articlefappearud first in Peiping
and Kalgan, and the old witch;: I méaR“Mrs ' Larson, told that.she
hadlhe;Edaaamethingrstrangun;buut=ﬂ&?ﬁntlaﬁiﬁhxﬁlg&n.;nt,gdurna.
all this is a;fantaatie;inventiunﬂmanﬂfaéfgred‘h&faﬁmqﬁinﬁerupuluuu
- fellow, The words of ‘the “Vashington 'staf'quoted by you : " the
Mongols are aurpr{a:dhhhat“an*lmﬂricinﬂﬁigiditfﬁﬂ"uhﬁmldWtravel

2Ll around the world to-pidk a, W Mongolian wedds" - repeat
- word for word what Lattim. had”to me in Peiping, I think it is more
than a coincidence, The whole case merits “a careful investigation,
Our loeal inquiries have already shown that there is a certain
foreign source implicated in the case, and I think, you will be
~able to find it out, Strong action is necessary. It is too bad
that things have taken such ‘a' tiurn, as ‘shown in your last eable .
about Gal's wudden and unwarranted change, A couple of days before
our departure from Larson's farm, the place was visited by the
wife of Reuter's representative in Peiping, a certain Mrs Oliver,
Russian by birth,:She told us that tnere were many stories and
rumours spread about us in Peiping and Tientsin, and that there
was an iniense interest in the Gxpedition, A few days after this
conversation appeared the article in tne Peiping-Tientsin Times -
( June 26th ) a modified version of the article in Chicago Tribune
and less harmful, stating among other thi 8, that Mother was
expecting us in Kalgan ( Sie ! ) and that Father was riding escorted
by a guard of beamed Cossacks!! Poor Cossacks! I think, Mrs Larson
should have added that our Cossacks were subsisting on a diet of
candle sticks, new born babies and cat fat! Now about pnotographs,
All photos taken in North Mancnuria and Barga have been sent to the
Department and are now with Dr.Bressman, New photos are being taken,’
but to develop them locally is out of question, and tney have to be
sent to Peiping, this takes about 20 days. All photos are thw property
or the Department, and it is for them to give out publicity about
the Expedition, especially now when some malicious handa is trying
to handicap the whole work. Of course one had to expeet such things,
and I only hope thnat adequate measures will taken to deal witn tne
511:7151".1#:;. I again repeat tnat it is of e utnmost imnortance to investiy
gate tne background of Macmil. and his colleague, ’

Dear Frances, ¥
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_foreigners in tue Gobi.:

Wiemil.'s connection with certain foreigners shoudl be
investigated, aqd¢ I believe tnat Mr,Shib, has already
written to you about his discovery, The position of 0.H.

in the whole matter is very conspicuous, and we are
awaiting yow news. After all something has te be done.

Our work is progressing nicely. Dr.Xeng, our botanist is
busily engaged collecting specimens. In about ten days

we snall start seedcollecting. ‘he last few days were: =,
quite rainy - tnis is tane Mongol rainy season. We had rain
almost evary day,in tne. afternoon, Netwithstanding the remoteness
91 our camp,;we constantly receive.visitors.  Sosabouti twe  *

_Weeks ago eur camp vas- visited by Miri:Caceia, Seecdbnd Secretary

of ;tpe British Fmbassy.in. Peiping, and Capt Harding, el the
British Military Attache's Ofrice; Some German travelles also
made a visit. I hear.tnat Sir Charles Bell & ¥amily'are staying
wWitn the Larson’s in Cnaknar.It is Strange to see’ s6°mARy

3 2 R - '."-:r-l"' T ‘,.‘-:_._1 o I'-' - .I; :_f :"‘:':'1

When we were in. Harbin rumgurs: were spread that we nad
250 men unaer -arms, several armoured cars;iand-a scoré of
machine guns;? It is all very amusing, dnd when I see you next
1 snall tell you some.very amusing stories about local Possibi-
lities ua;apruaurrqmpunatfRumgurﬁuprtading‘ﬁgg;ulpgygfcﬁﬁﬁiﬁered
2 property of Oriental bazars, but now'I must state tnat we
vesterners are just. as :bad, and tne doreign coldnies 'in Peiping,
Sn&ngnal'anu.Tinntsiﬂ:a;g 2821 RethWhes" .2onalinttios & KRR
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Dear Frances:

- ' e e Tl T o [= & 2
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e’ newspaber attacks seem to continue, for to-day "

() we received a ‘recent ‘¢lipping from the 'Tientsin Américan daily

< "'he North China Ster™ of July ITthH'.,” ThHe paper again "p'u-ibj.‘féhe‘hf
the! same (article: rather anlargtdraﬁﬂ full af inﬂinu&*inns. %
is.evident that some® onsidis actively tﬂyiﬂg“tn i jure” the Expe-
ditiom, and’ I' hope:that the Depart. will find'QITE¢trve-maans
to. cotinteract thisvslander,c 0 amalesd Enulasiﬂg a’ elipping ffﬁm
the-Manila Daily Bulletin®which was sent to'us hf5nr.Hniuelmann;
A German'fromdManila who®speat several'  days'with'us at Larson's
ranch insChakhar.”In-his letter atcompanying” the clipping he i
writifig {8 EAeLo8ed°14 AR Associated Press report which} 1 believe,
requires some corrsctisns from your part. The judgement of MUrs,

- Larsonrcorresponds to the ﬁpihiéﬁﬂ‘I'-‘Th&v&f"éafn!&'"ffﬁrit"'ﬁi&ri-:i:tﬂrﬁf:

eularly onsthe last 'doy in Kalgan when she -Fightfally‘called her-

self & "Hardhailuﬂ, mmrcenury husinass*wumaﬂ' Huch (is Eha npininn

“:; af,an ¢ut=idaw. ﬁﬁme ufWuur angol infarn&ﬁia hiﬁtad‘%hai hﬁ?..'

iape gTeagoeq OAJ1

.....

husband had aﬂmﬂthing tn dn uith thu ﬁpfﬁﬁd af‘ih& aluﬂd&f; Hug

i ! raﬂallfihnt'ﬁyur. haa h!un-in durra!pnnﬂehGE'rith Laraqplplanning

L]

an EIpEdiflﬂﬂ-tﬂ Innar'ﬂhngnrﬁn. snd'ﬂr;Erikuﬁbn, 4 ‘Swedish missio-
nary in Chakhar, haﬂ tﬂld‘ﬂh that :ﬁrsbﬂ?wﬁs ﬂ:pucting'&n Expeditinn
from the Dep. of Agriuulture, E.mi thﬂ‘l‘-" Rya-h ‘!19.‘{1 avan hnught‘ ‘lmur.
barium specimens from himsel* fnr thﬁ Debnrtmgﬁﬁﬁ Hru'ﬁaraon was

also collecting merbarium specimens for the same source, I believ
[



e ———— Lo

All this makesme believe, that the root of the whole trouble
is to be found in.the two botanists demoted by the Department,
and I hope that something will be done to check their slanderous
activities, As you know, the two men after leaving Manchuria,
visited Tientsin, and Shanghai, and even boasted that they had
taken steps to handiecap our future plans! Anvhow tﬁkfh;ﬁgéaﬁﬁﬁd
in.pui;unigg the minds, of: the loeal Consular officials, and
the Department would: do well: to.explain the matter to 4he Legation
in Peiping. We are trying our:best to find-out: lecally the source
of this slander, and, I believe, shall be successful, dbut‘actioh
character
of. a. very definite seuree is needed from the other side of the ’
Ocean., We are uertmin'thatVthnﬁngpgas;ry.htepa;yill:ha*tak&n*tﬁ‘
counteraet this ﬂ&niiah-nnwapapur;utnriah.wThu*1ﬁhnla!hngw¢!fﬁrﬁ
p lanning a denial in the foreign press. in-Peiping end: Tientsini
Our.work is progressimgnsuccessfully, We began:to collect seeds &
apd up to:now have: something like.48:packagesiof seed matérials-
pf'ceuraa there. will be.many more before the.end of Septembér; -
The _two Chinese botanists, Dr.Keng and Yang:are-doing good work;
The.information-about.the . expulsion:ef the Bxpedition-from-Manchu-
.ria is sheer nonsense, and mou have a cdpy of thé Foreign Office
tetter from Tokye which.should ‘be used in- the .press, '0f éourse =
the whole attack in Harbin was airected against the American connec-
tions ofi the Expedition,-and it is more than strarge thdt précisely
American papers should continue to spread slander and illwill,
The quoting of .Consular officials by wlie papers is also mdre than
strange and altogether unheard in diplomatic practice, I sincerely
‘hope that the matter will be soon glarifieds L believe Gal, 'will be

interested in the matter, and will give good suggestions.

. Hoping to hear from.you soon ‘and wiith all® best: wishes, ' '
Vours always, /4

- Please note that the papers -refer to the intevest -  / |

oi Soviet orricials who are alleged to be uneasy

aboul the purposes of tneExp, 1 must add’ for your ~ -0 o

infermation that so far we have seen fhothing of

-

either Japanese or Sowiet.loeally, " us
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; ROUND THE WORLD
B ORI€ENT AND PACIFIC

/-

oSS "Preaident'ﬂbnree",

Sept.26th, I935,

Dear Frances,

Please find enclesed several
clippings from Tientsin and Shanghai. From
them you will see ‘that we have had a very
good press in Shanghai in the leocal Ameriecan
British and Russian papers. The clipping from
the North China Star of Sept.2Ist is imper-
tant as it contains a letter to the Editor
written by Prince Teh-Wang, Head of the Mon-
gol National Movement and Secretary-Gameeal
of the Mongol Govt.Couneil, This letter dis-
misses the insinuative statements made by the
yellow press cerrespondent Jehn Powell in
June and July. A cepy of the clipping has been
sent to Mr.Wallace for his information, While
in Skanghai I made an attempt to meet Powell
te tell him what I think of him, but unfertu-
nately he was ill, and moreover several eof
the newspaper men te whem I talked y said that
they did not shake hands with him! The Mili-
tary Attache in Peiping was of the same opi-
nien, I am enclesing the following elippings:
I; The China Press ( Shanghai) -
2) The Shanghai Times ( British, Shanghai).,

3) The Nerth China Daily News ( Am?rican Shang-
Hai ),
4) Shanghai Zarya ( The Russian Daily )



Ve are told that several more comminiques

appeared in the Russian dailies in Shang-
hai. Clippings will be sent to you from
. Iﬂdiﬂ- e

It is impertant that Sina should

get
a copy of the letter of Achair about

which
she wrote to Prof. de Roeerich in her last
lﬂtterl

: We are nearing Hongkong and is getting
quite hot. Great things are in the process
of formatien, and i% is too bad that some
people are too blind to see them, and lack
courage to approach these problens,

With all best wishes,

Yours always,

[ ]
%



70 TRY ALIEN CURE FOR SOIL EROSION

Plant Explorers Return From Near East With Specimens | g .
Inured to Unfavorable Climate : AL

i : | :- L\

After searching the deserts and foothills of Russian Turkestan and most of Turkey for p

to control uu!.:l.r erosion, FH;L. Westover and C.R. 'mlulr, plant explorers of the United Hh‘-hu n

v of Agrieulture, have rntmnd after seven months with nearly 1,800 lots of seed, mordi:ng to

department bulletin, Annng these is seed of & dnlrh grass that may be uprootuﬂ'. 'by the thll

but grabs hold when it lmrl:. | ' ‘

“The drought of hlél-EIME with its frequent ﬁult storms ;mphl:ﬁﬂ the great need for mm

more soilsholding plants ;mh a8 these men were locking for,” says FoDs Richey, chief of the X
Bureau of Plant .Indultr:r - "Because of the unusually adverse unﬁditiunl pll.'n:h life where

much of this seed was unllmtad. we are hupaml that lnmulz-hiu; nf real value for our nrut Ph:lﬂ

i

and the Southwest will be rumd in tha unllmtiﬂn-

Most of the seed aullﬂtiunl rupraumt grnul or laglmnl whinh form a thick turf nlun

="

. £
to the gruund 'lll'blhg 'I.'.hm to bind the nﬂ md hold i-h lg;iunt the ravages uf wind and water.

Others represent shrubs whnla root -yrl:-llmkﬂ promising as :uu-‘hhuhrl. Bud- from a r-r "J
trees also were brought 'h-ﬂ:. Most of the seed lots came from plmtn that are edible by livee
stook, but this quality was not regarded as of prineipal llpnrtmu in making ulntinnla

The expleorers panltrntnd far into the feothills of some of the Republies of Tu:l"hnltln. ‘
On one oecasion they ﬂniﬂ-d the village of zm1 in the Gi.lnr Nountains of Tajikistan, They I
were the first Amerilcans tn visit this village, and only a week before the natives saw their :
first automobile. The ﬂ.ihg-rl were so delighted they m'h-l.y prepared a feast for their Aﬁ
guests., | : - = - |

Officials of the Soviet Government gave thll explorers ww possible nlﬂ;:lnu-. - Botanical
experts were able in nlnnnt every instance to give the Ameficans all the necessary information
nmur;l.tng the plants of the regions visited. This information made it possible to avoid plants
which are poisonous or otherwise undesirable., The officials nf. the various republics supplied

automobiles, horses and camels to transport the exploration party over Turkestan, sonetimes
referred to as Middle Asia. Turkish Government Officials likewise cooperated in every way,

One of the most promising collections is seed of a bunch ETass Aristida pennata Ihiah
grows in scattering clumps in the dry winds swept sands of the Eara ‘.Inm Desert i



To His Imperial Majesty

The Emperor of Manchukuo

Your Imperial liajesty
It is a profound

privilege and happiness for me
to you the Ineignia of the First Class of the R
for Resplandant Merit in the Fields of Culture. And, in token

|

{

'i
& transmit
nioh tYuseum,

)

\
ll

of our great respeoct for the ocultural stteinments of Your Empire,
the Banner of Peace, in corporated in the Roerich Pact, for the
Preservation and Protection of all Treasures of Religion,Art

_I.Iﬂ Science,

May this Symbol of the Great Achievements of Peace cr:ate the
link of Goodewill between all mations.

i
And in this cordial

underetanding, may the Peoples of earth advanece towards that
Glorious Future of understanding end benevolence, for which

we all pray,

Accept my expressions of esteem and respect, )

Honorary President
Roeriech Museum
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% vional Gunfurunghﬂ Amriaau 8tates’ hpld %

” - . wpHricuay, from Dée. 3 &6 26th, 1933, a Reso 7
“wa ﬂa%‘lﬁmgxi to the Moorish Pact of vhick the perbiment F
purtifm a: oted Lelowsy 4 !

£t ﬁm RLCOVKIND TOTIE GO TRNMENCS OF AMIRICA WHICH mwﬁ |
COLE wom YR mm{so THAT THEY STON THT "WOTRICH PACT' . | -|
& TENTTIATED BYITHE RO RICH MUSFUMEW THE UNITED sﬁams |
amr wnxc'ﬁ HAS AS ITS8 OBJECT THE UNIERSAL ADOEPION |
F- !mﬂmmmf DESIGNID AND GENERALLY KNOWN, IN 1_
EBY TO FRFSERVE IN ANY TI'E OF DANGFR ALL |

11 "'IEh ALLY AND PRIVATELY OWNED IMUHOVABLE mmmws

WHICH FQRM TEE CULTURAL TREASURE OF I‘E:JPLEﬂ

As 2 result of this resolftyion the Governing Euarﬂ of the Pan
American Union drew up an 4pproved a Convention on the Roerie |
Pact, of which a copy in 1ts Inglish Text 1s enclosed, |

The Convention on the Roerich Pact was signed at the Vhite House,
on April 15%h, in the presence of *resident Roosevelt, by the |
plﬂniputentiarieﬂ of the Jwerlcan governments, The Government *
of the United States beomme a pﬂrtg to thils Convention and the |
Preslident =mf imreutaa;the Hon, Yenry A, Wnllace, “geretary ————
of igriculwure with full powers to sign the inntrufhnt on hehalf

of the Guuernmant of the United Stat Eaﬂqif}g

In view of the foregoing, you are reduested tharefnra to inquire

at the TForelpn Cfficel of the Gg;zrﬁﬁgnt to which you are accredited |
whether that Covernment would become a party ta the Convention

already approved and to wiich this Government has become a partye.

Since ihis qurnment has become a party to thils convention
and since the purpose of this Convention will best be affect by
the rreatest number of udhemntn this Yo ernment will be poeated

f to endeavor to interest otder C vernmantﬂ to thils qonyantinn ;.

' «iming towards the protectio 15 1tura1 anumantﬂ, s faee & ﬁ*{}

H u'{(!-c-w Mo renii el A e guals 4 Jﬂﬁhd‘ﬁ#'; § 1.;?‘»0-{_
-Very trul*r :,rﬂurn, :‘31«,{ 03!,'-!‘_ CArredias o4c

for the Secretary of States,

o = vi 220 BE p-
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