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Buddhisn<{/2;; Cultural

Unity ef Asia.

The epech of the VI and V-th centuries B.C. was a remarkahble
F;z;:*En the histery ef human theught, an epech which preduced
Gautama, the Buddha in *ndia, Heraclitus, the Ephesian (e.535-
475 B.C. ), whe has given ene of the hest definitiens ef dia-
in Greege,

lectivism, and Tae-tzu ( V B,0, ), the immertal philesepher

of ancient Chima ( accerding te the accepted view ameng Chinese
schelars, Lae-tzu was an elder centemperary ef Cenfucius (551-
479 B3,C.). Recent Chinese and Western research places him in
the latter part ef the feurth eentury B.C. The firsi view seens
te he the coerrect ene ), ¢ mentien enly the names of three

A ) :
glants whese teaching: ha¢ an unnmistakable affinity,.ef theught.

Buddhisnm ExmxzixatxaxsiaxikX=x iun its spread throug%;};he Asian
continent, exercised a deuble attracti:? - the tremendeus impact
of its philosophic theught, and its paﬁkuman appeal. Buddhims,
if preperly 1aterpreted/shows a remarkable kinship with medern
theught., In the sphere of pure philesephic theiight - the affir.
matiem of the unity ef CGenscieusness and !atter ( expressed im
pflermula \

the wwxdx nama-ripa ) , er Energy and Matter,//in the sphere of
secial ethies - service te humanity as a whele, and the uplift
of multitudes., This panhuman attitude of Buddnism reinferced by
i:txx sublime philesephy, has fer centuries inspired the phile-

sephy, art and literature of Asian ceuntries, Far frem being

Y
retrogr;i:}{;s influenece, XQTToE%ered everyyhere & new upserge

of creativeness and breught the peeples of Asia face te face with

the cheiecest preduct ef the Indian Mind, Wherever Ye went, the
Buddha firat addressed himself te the peeple, streve te reach the
cemmen man oeutside of a rigid secial system, Buddhism thus hecame

a mighty secial mevement of emancipatien. It is a well-knewn fact
that Buddha and his disciples used enly popular dialects as vehicles

foer thneir teachiug. This was an accepted practice calculated te

make the tet~9h1n5 accessible te the masses, This panﬁ;nan appeal

was ene of the main reasens which helped Buddhism te apread ameng




far and wide ameng neighbeuring ceuntries and ameng the
fereign invaders whe came frem the Nerth-Vest, and made
India their hene, Rud@hism thus helped the ceuntry ef

its erigin te assimilate the invadeg/and thus selved a

preblem which ceuld net he easily selved in a seciety ruldcl
By a rigid caste system, The conversien ef these fereignesms,
Iranians, @reeks and Gentral Asian Turks te Buddhism, made

pessible the rapid spread of Buddhism theugheut Central Asia

e tewards the Ear Eaat.Véﬁere was a time whenthe whele of the

<

@ma}imﬁﬂ/Central Asian belt, frem the Caspian Sea te the Yaeific, was

J?“”“ML/ predeninantly Buddhist, Recent excavatiens ef Seviet schelars
~ = en the territery eof in Seviet Central Asia
u;yhlk1 (in aneient Xhwarezm , in Uzhekistan and Kzakhstan have

e
A
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C““Ltim) frescees, stucce images and ruims eof temples, And as if echéging

ﬁ’éi;thV archaeelegical
oo _ | these\@isceveries, cemes the news of the mementeus discevery

te light numereus vestiges of a Buddhist Past - remarkable

~ :
g14%jif§§ of a large ensemble of RBuddhist cave temples in Seuth-Hastera
Jégn\“”d' Kansu in Westerm China, dec.rated with remarkable frescees

;ﬁ?i::i;imfbaid te surpass in exeellence the fameus Tun~-huang cave temples

- in Western Xansu en the very fringe eof the Taklamakan desert.
On its vietorious”march_ludghism net enly cenquered deserts,
it alse knew hew te master the “ea, The strenghk ef tke Indisn
Cemmereial shipping in the early Middle Ages helped the spread
of Buddhism by the sea refite te South-:ast Asia and Indenesisa,
the Suvar?advzéa of the early Medieval epech which was censi-
dered a great centre ef Buddhist learning. Here alse the pan-
human appreach ef Buddhism helped Indian Culture te spread and
createg a cultural keund which is still active and vigereus
notwitﬁstahﬂins ehanged cenditiens, Since the seventh century
A.D. a new wave of Buddhist influence spread tewards the Nerth,
acrees the Himalayam meuntain barrier, this time activated
By the Muslin inreads inte Nerthern India which ferced Buddhists

last
te flee tewards the berder ceuntry. This wave was peweriul eneygh




A teaching which transcended racial and geegraphical berders
of India, ceuld net hut exercise a pewerful iafluence and
attractien en adjacent ceuntries., Fate willed tnat tie spread
of 3Buddhism in India ceincided with iwe peliivical events ef
 tne first magnitude - the formalien of the Mauryan Empire
fellewed Wy that ef the Kushan Empife which included large
tracts ef Central Asia, These events in the pelitical life

ef Ancient India helped te prepagate the message of Buddhs
beyend the herders of Indisz, tewards the Hediterrenean basin
in the West and tewards the Pacifiec in the East, This inter-
play eof cultural and pelitical events is fittingly symbolized

by the fameus ASeka Pillar which since 1947 became the efficiel

crest ef Independent Indis, TExkomekxamxexagrxxtianxir xsay
Thxtoauringxthexfrstxmikienmexa xRy xRtk sneeeated xknx
pxaxkingxoonitoeaoomikyodk sk xparmi kg xax® raa xR X ew e XX Rranx




te cenvert the whele of Tiwet By the IX-th and X-th centuries
A.D. and its impetus was net lest when ?}betan Buddhism spread
tewards Yengelia in the XVI-th centur% Sﬁﬁgigfi;éﬁﬁh earlier
spread theuugh the Uighurs.(? Turkish peeple %ho:had the dis-
tinctien of having heen the enlightener eor severgl Central
Asian peoples; and hreught akeut a remarkable literary ren%;-
sance in the XVIT-XVIII centuries dmming which peried the
classical ferm ef the Mengel language was finalized mmxkznms
embeduing many peculiarities ef Sanskrit and Tibetan,
It is net an exageratien te say that during the first millenium
AeDe s Buddhism succeeded in creating a cultural unity which
permitted a free flew of ideas and generated a remarkable grewth
of art and literature which gave Indiaf her unique pesitien in
the histery ef Asian Cuiture. Tnis unity ef eutleek made it
pessikle fer the fameus Chinese Buddhist schelar and pilgrim
Hsuan-tsang'to visit India inthe VII-th century A.D. ané where-
ver he went en his leng track acress the Central Asian deserts,
raan Bora
in the riverine eases of Turkesta@fﬁﬁa‘tn the carmps ef Central
Asian Turkish chieftains, he feund understanding an'an eager-
ness te help him in his quest, This remarkable developeu&n was
made pessible by Buddhism. In eur Werld ef strive and coﬂ}lict
it is wise te remember the great unifying influence exercised
By the teaching ef Yautama, the Buddha. In ﬁé%sdays of the
awakening ef the multitugses striving te achieve their shining |
goal ef cultiral and secial ketterment, it is fitting te recall
Gautama, the Buddha, the first knewn ganapati, er leader of
multitudes whese fiaming message was addresed te the masses ef #hhe
pe.Plﬁﬁ‘h. streve te uplift them and te remeve the secial and men-
tal birriers »y 1nstilling 4n them a fearless yearning fer

veciallt and Russia and France
freedem of thought; In many fereign ceuntrie nist studies

became a traditienal field of Indelegy. Mest ef the Russiam Inde-

legists of the preceding generatien - lMinaev, Oldenhurl and thar'

mahi-pandita/gtoherbatsky, were Buddhist schelars. In the Seviet

petied we find Obermiller, Stecherbatsky's pupil, very active
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in the field of RBuddhist Philesephy. Cleser cultural centacts
between Indian and the Seviet Unien

will ne deubt revive this traditienal interest_of Russian
Indelegy. In France the preeminence of Ruddhist research
threugheut the XIX and early XX centuries persits and werks
of a very high erder have recently heen published,

In India there are signs ef a new revival of interest tewards
Buddhism and the feundatien ef several Resear-h Institutes
dedicated te the study ef Buddhism sustsinshepe ef a new

N

rengssance ef Buddhist studies,

The feundatien ef Cultural ?nity built up by Buddhism enables
ot

medern India te play a dwcisime irele in the neble fight fer
Peace and understanding ameng natiens, g legacy te which the

Indian peeple remains true,




