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To-day's public meeting is heing held under ramarkable
and unique auspices, TFor the first time the Thrice-Sacred
Anniversary of the Birth,Enlightenment and Nirvana of Gautama,
the Buddha, is heing observed as a National Day, The Government
and People of this great countiry naving declared tnis auspicious
day a Publie Holiday, have paid homage tc one of India's greatest
sons Whose teaching had carried the spiritual and cultursl messa-
ge of India far beyond Ler borders. »Buddhisia Troi the very cutset
itranscended racial and politieal barriers and was tue first to
preach the unity of wankind regardless of race, li umany of the
countries once penetrated by “uddhisnm, Buddhism has given place
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to other ereeds and it%kgige has been gorgotten, hut its cultural
heritage remains, often in a new garb., Thus the suf; madrase in
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medieval Bukhara(ﬁas modelled on Buddhist viharas, and even the
very name of Bukhara goes back to vihara, a Buddhist monastiec
school, Wherever it penetrated, Buddhism moulded the spiritual
life and character of the people, enriched their literature and
arts, and has given them a certain unity of outlook whieh is
perhaps one of its greatest contributions, From the very beginning
of its propagation, Buddhism, mindful of the words of its Founder
- " Go ye and wander forth for the gain, for the welfare of many,
4R compassion to the Wewldw . inspired and allied itself to mowe-
ments which strove towards social Justice and equity, Buddhism
became truly the Culture of Asia, the Light of Asia in the words
of Edwin Arnold. To-day in every corner of the vast Buddhist World
in China and far-distant Sibheria, in Tibet and Mongolia, and in thé

countries of South-Iast Asia, the Day is being celebrated as a day
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of great dedication, and mqé hearts and minds will turn to-day to-
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wards this country, in remembrance of the Great Founder, We consi-

der the observance of this day as a National Haliday,ntg mark( the
beginning of a new epoch, Indeed, few ancient teachings‘have a
greater affinity with modern trends of scientific and philosophic
theught, Buddhism with its unique stress on ¥nowledge, its doctrine

of the Unity of Mind angd Matter, the Eternity of the Universe, its
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dialectical approach to the problems of Life, its teaching

of equality of men and above all its appeal to serve mankind,
stands out as a forerunner of modern trends which agitate our
present World, ™hen properly interpreted the words of the
Buddha shoﬁ a remarkable actuality of ideas, In the past great
men belonging to the non-buddhist world, such as the German

philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer, the great German composer

Richard Wagner and the English poet and thinker ERdwin Arnold
hay
to mention only a few,(ézclaimed Buddhism and have acquainted

the Western World with Budd ism as a living faith, The great
Russsian philosopher of the last century Vadimir Soloviev once
said :" To the Buddhist Way of Thinking helongs the ;;;;;f"

To all those who battle in the name of a better world, against
ignorance and violence, who uphold human dignity and a fearless
search for the TTltimate Truth, the teaching of the Buddha has
and will have a great appeal., Buddha, the builder of human cha-

racter, Who stressed courage and constant awareness, freedom

of thought and tolerance, horn of it,Who hattled against pre ju-
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will always remain a syﬁfgl‘df ébnsféﬁt striving, a beacon towering
above humanity,

Inldedicating ourselves to these lofty ideals, B t us repeat again
the words of the Foundef, preserved in the Anguttara-Nikaya:

" For lofty virtue, for high endeavour, for sublime Wisdom, for

these things do we wage war; therefore are we called warriors."




