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Father by Son

As He Saw It (270 pp.)—Elliott
Roosevelt—Duell, Sloan & Pearce ($3).

A smart errand boy hears a lot, espe-
cially if he happens to be the son of a
President. F.D.R.’s second son and self-
styled errand runner (“I'm the Roosevelt
who didn’t go to Harvard™), undoubtedly
heard plenty: at the Atlantic Charter con-
ference, at Casablanca, Cairo and Teheran.
How well he remembers what he heard
may be something else, as his mother
tactfully suggests in her foreword to this
book: “I am quite sure that many of the
people who heard many of the conversa-
tions recorded herein. interpreted them

STALIN & ROOSEVELT (AT YALTA)
And Churchill in a cigar.

differently, according to their own thoughts
and beliefs.”

Elliott’s views on international affairs—
which are not likely to impress many
readers—are pretty much of a piece with
those of Ralph Ingersoll, Louis Adamic,
or Henry Wallace. The gist of them is
that the U.S. has “deliberately” hetrayed
F.D.Rs hopes and plans. s

By V-E day or soon after, he argues,
the British were able to persuade U.S.
“reactionaries” in the State Department
and elsewhere to back British imperial
interests against Russia. The Soviets be-
came alarmed and rang down the Iron
Curtain. Thinks Elliott: the “only two
nations whose security interests clash to-
day” are Britain and Russia. Instead of
arbitrating these differences, “as Father
had always been careful to do,” Harry
Truman and Jimmy Byrnes have gone
over to the British. Observer Roosevelt
adds a footnote: “‘The biggest thing.’
Father commented [after Teheran], ‘was
in making clear to Stalin that the United
States and Great Britain were not allied.
. . . I think we've got rid of that idea,
once and for all.”
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Shuffling briskly between fervent opin-
ion and intimate revelation, As He Saw [t
is far more interesting in the second role.
Elliott must be one of a tiny handful who
have seen Winston Churchill “stalking
about the room, clad only in a cigar.” Bits
like this and F.D.R.’s comments on his
contemporaries, as remembered by EI-
liott. will be noted by more serious biog-
raphers. Sample F.D.R. comments:

On De Gaulle: “Elliott, De Gaulle is
out to achieve one-man government in
France. ‘I can’t imagine a man I would
distrust more.”

On Churchill: “Winnie is a great man
for the status quo. He even looks like the
status quo, doesn’t he? . . . He’s scared

U.S. Army Signal Corps

of letting the Russians get too strong.”

On Stalin: “I'm sure we’ll hit it off,
Stalin and I. . . . He’s got a kind of mas-
sive rumble, talks deliberately, seems very
confident . . . altogether quite impressive.
. . . He gets things done, that man. He
really keeps his eye on the ball.”
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The original te\t\ of The Irrationa
Knot, Cashel Byron's Profession and An
Unsocial Socialist, all long out of print,
are now available in a single volume
(omitted: Immaturity and Love among
the Artists). As novels they are pretty
poor; Shaw himself observed that they
were ‘just readable enough to be intoler-
able.” But the three taken together are
Victorian documents, and give a good idea
of the audacious, irreverent young Shavian
mind.

The Irrational Knot (1880),
and woodenest of the three. is

longest
mostly

Associated Dres
TuNNEY & SHAW (1929)
“Rules be d---d.”

about the hazards of marriage. It abounds
in high-toned dialogue: “ ‘Oh, Marma-
duke! How dare you speak so of your
betrothed.’ ” But even at 24, Shaw was al-
ready crusading (in this case against
closed bedroom windows), commenting
boldly on sex and sin, fluttering the gentry
with open references to radicalism, athe-
ism and the newfangled device called the

ClU - -
guises himself as a workman, lives in a
gaudy ancestral mansion full of trapezes.
plaster statues and carpenter’s tools. He
serves as a mouthpiece for Author Shaw.
then a poverty-stricken young Socialist
who wandered around London, a picture
of “indescribable seediness,” with a sharp
eye cocked toward the future and the
generation’s best brains in his head.

In these slight novels of his nonage
there is little promise of Shaw’s latter-day
achievements (Candida, Pygmalion, over
4o other plays). Yet, in retrospect, they
show horizonal flashes of the approaching
storm—the brightest literary lifetime of
his age.

Caterpillars

The NaturaL History ofF NONSENSE
(275 pp.)—Bergen Evans—Knopf ($3).

Sir Thomas Browne called them “vul-
gar errors.” Said Francis Bacon: “Men
rest not in false apprehensions without
absurd and inconsequent deductions.” As
Essayist Logan Pearsall Smith put it, even
the most lucid brains harbor “nests of
woolly caterpillars.”

In this book, wvigorous, witty Bergen
Evans, youthful professor of English at
Northwestern University, swoops down
on many of the world’s best-beloved cat-
erpillar’s nests. His 'aim is, of course, to
exterminate them. Sample ‘“vulgar er-
TOYSES
¢ Thunder sours milk (the sultry weather
is really responsible).
¢ Hairiness is a sign of manliness (mod-
ern scientists believe that baldness is
actually more “masculine”).
(]]nghtnmg never strikes twice in the
same place (the odds are definitely in
favor of its doing so).
€ Bulls are enraged by the color red (it is
the waving material that they charge at in
the ring).
¢ Equatorial climates provoke licentious-
ness (a supposition that fails to explain
the inexhaustible virility of Eskimos).

q Fright can cause hair to turn white
overnight (“it never seems to turn white
over day”).

( Eunuchs are sexually incompetent (case
histories sometimes prove otherwise).

Professor Evans roams far & wide in
the age-old land of nonsense. He reminds
his readers that generations of theologians
debated the question of whether Adam
and Eve had navels, and in the 18th Cen-
tury were especially concerned over the
exact location of Noah’s cabin on the Ark.
He comes down hard on such promotional
notions. as “miraculous cures” (highly
profitable to the yellow press), and has
fun with the thousands who earnestly
believe that a curse lies upon those who
excavated the tomb of Tutankhamen
(Mystery-Writer Edgar Wallace once
noted ominously “that the very day the
tomb was opened a cobra ate the chief
explorer’s canary’).

One of man’s favorite ways of torment-
ing himself, the professor notes, is to con-
sider himself lower than the beasts of the
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