washington trip: September 18
Report to Trustees

On receiving the letter of August 19th, from Professor ’oerich, and following the meeting
held that day for the purpose of discussing the problem,Miss Grant telephoned ho Weshington,
and ascertaining that our friend would be there, toock the midnight train) arriving ther

in the early morning. An appointment was made for 1,20 P.M, with our friend, but previous
to the appointment, our friend sent to the hotel, the file of orerespondence, so that she
would be able to look thewhgh 1%, and get some idea of whay had been written, This corres=-
pondence has been copied in toto and is being sent to Naggar and Harbin, together with

this report, so that Miss Grant herewith wishes to express her horror os reading the correse
pondence and to state her indipgnation at the actions of the botanists and their criminal
attempt t0 implicate Father, together with the entire dreadful complications which hhey
deliberately set out to cause. Despite their knowledge of Yather's leadership ( viz letters
of June-24th W others);they neveriheless deliverately sought Lo deceive the authorities
and assert thelr independence of Prof. Roerich’s orders and even to impupgn the genpineness
of the letter from the friend. It is impossible to over=estimate ,in Wiss “rant's opinion,
the danger of their actions and she wishes %o express here her realization of the peremptory
manner in which it should be handled,

On Seeing the friend she expresged 4o him the sentiments which ghe has hereinabove written
and said she felt there was only one way to handle the situstion #w %o recall and disc%arre
both men; ©o get rid of R and in every way to answer the entire matter so as to expose th
botanists and show their consistent attempt %o jeopardize the situation; to write abroad
clarifying Father's position and authoritycand discrediting what the botanists?! had done,

$um Miss Gpant indicated to her friend how the entire present complications had been due to
the absolutely equivecal manner in which the exp, had been organized (as Indicated) and

said this explaired the constant Indications about the terrible formulae which were being
prouO“pced. The ffiend said he agreed and shared the concern about the entire matter,

Viss Grant said that only a bold stroke could solve the situation and prevent repercussions
by discrediting the botanists and indicating in the highest manner, the euthority of Father.

To the suggestion of recalling and discharging both botanists, the friend said that he
Trmugkkxkk agreed inmediately 4o recall the senior botanist and would reeall both if that
seemed the correct led, However , it had been his thought to sBend the subordinete 1500
miles into the interior (Yunan); in this way, he thought, the senior would not be able to
connive with the other man, on his return to sfubstantiate any attempts to prove his actions
and rehabisitate himself, I asked hinm to wail the next day on this. As to discharging
the men, our friend said he was ready to act entirely in sccordence with the advise of
Father and “other en this and asked me to send over the 01rcumstances which obtain in this
Government branch of service, All men in the department, includinz the botanists, are in
the civil service workers, which as he explained are not subjeet to the usual methods
of discharge. Certain forms of written ‘Hargea must be made against the men, who are per-
mitted to ansver in writing before action may be taken. In the case of R , the matter was
more complicated because he was the head of a &ewartment, and might inveovle a Congressional
investigation, I promised to send these fucts to both and get full advise as to whether
akxehaxge he should proceed with discharge, In the case of the second man (R,),in line
with Father's advise, that if he were not discharged he should be sent away some where
I asked our friend whether it might be po“sLuLu to transfer hin to GO"chUViw different
work; he sald, since he was head of the dept. it would have %0 be on same level, accords
ing to the civil services I therefipon asked if he could not be sent fgr eff on an expedition
G, said he would go into all possib’ ities of neutralizing any harm of this mang but asked
advice on this matter.

‘

. . ;0 make ”oLLulaai (uplﬁul of *“1u That pernapm d
the frame up & congressional investigation whioch is wulte in line with the ac=

tlons being by partisan enemies of the administration and which could be easily
precipitated b, aq/ congressman friend of theirs (both Mas, end R, are from Lalziornla)

who wanted to reap some political capital from it., He asked me to explain the system

in the Government service ~-which is entir ely bureaucratie; although secretaries and heads

change the mass of government employes remain as wivil service caployes who frequently are

even traitors to the heads.

Miss Grant asked the friend how it happened that this matier which was going on for some
months had not been previously disclesed in its present horrible way, to which the friend
said that R. had been away from Wash, from the end of June to end of August, and then again
to Bepts 4, Our friend had also been away and when he inguired from the second chief:of
the department in regard to the records of the Exp. he had been told that R.thad kept. this

matter *very close to hi ‘ " ar 1
Fy. close to his o chest" and thst had ordered all correspondence forwarded
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bi¢ from the botanists, On Sept. 5, on R's return and @'s roturn, when friend asked for
correspondence, R claimed that he nad not seen this correspondence becsuse it had been
forwarded and followed him through the sountry, without reaching him; he claimed o be veading
it for the first tinme. Friedd msked R. for his correspondence to botenists, since this was
not in files. R. replied that he had sent these letters from his trip and they were still in
his baggage. Althoupgh our friemd requested theme fron hin twe or thres times, these have nob
been turned over for examination, Miss Grant asked friend not to pernit hin to get awsy
with kikim out showing this correspondence; but to insist n +il he produced what he had written,

The same evening Miss G(rant phoned to New York, and explained the question of $he recall of the
men, which as the first matter to be considersd, saying that friend though it best to reeall
the senior bot, at once, snd ;in order %o separate both, to send the other 1500 miles into the
interior for six months = (French Inde China), Mr, Horch advised Miss Orant to cable advice on
this to Pather, and ss “rant thereupon send follewing: REPLYING YOURS FRTEND BECATLING MAC
TRARE, Lilctonsd i Tida sty oy G 8 - FURTHER - GHINA OR EXXRE( U84 ) WIRE IF SATISFACTORY

To this, Prof. Roerioh replied Buggesting the same action for both men,indicating ir.,
Horch's advice extremely well takan,

That night “iss Yrant studied the correspondence once again and next day seeing friend once again
expressed her opinion that the situation furnished test for Lold actioen and rehabilitation of
previously taken week actions, Priend agreed and said this night be "springing board® from

which benefit might be derived towards fullinp Indications of B. liss Crant sugpested following
definite actions for present maying that she would tkke back correspondence  and copy it

sending any further sugrestions from therss

1,To send cable inmediately reealling botanists(one or both in sccordance with Father's reply)

2, To send a cable inmediately to Prof. Roerich expressing exeeeding regret over difficulties
caused him by insubordination of botanists and informating leader of their recall

S« To write official letter o frofessor Roerich egain expressing indirnation over the sets of
subordination and appreciation of Pnofessor Roerich's leadership; also asking Professor
Roerich for full reprot answering all botanista? reports, :
(Priend sugpested that Miss Yrant write out the text of this letter and send 1% to him
after reading the correspondence. It was thought that this letter should go out at the
same times as correspondence , 0 that Prof. Roerich would he completely enabled to
know and answer the contentions mades

To write to Anerican Consulated in countries visited by Professor Roerich, with information
also asking them to transmit sush intormation to necessary authorities. (Friend ask
also to draft this letter.)

S« Get a Pull feport from Prof. Roerich, following which friend should wrife out a report
reproving botanist and answering all chargee herein mentioned,

64 Remove R, (anwyer to this is hereinabove transmitted,)

¥Miss Yrant brought back to New York the correspondencw whish she has copied and will not send
aborad. Ehe copied the material in toto, because she thought that some of the extraneous matter
might also be of use to Professor Roerich in the field. She submitted the correspondence to
all Trustees,

In addition to the above iss Grant visited again the Pan American Union, the head & of whieh
assured her they would fo forward moving the sctions of the governments, The expressed gratie
fication as to the aection of the five countries and indicated this was unusually quick indica=
ting the interest. :
Dr Gil Borpes who wee yeached by telephone, since he was away, inforied her that they were
anxious to have Frofessor Roekihh, as the creator of the Pact, present for the ceremonies, =~ 7%
and that the invitation would be forearded to him/ * 4 $

Wiss Grant visited the following newgpapers;ir. Demny,associate editor of Scripps Howard §ewse
peper fpom whom she received a letter of introduction o their corespondent in Harbin(imited
Press)s Mr. Pranty of the United Press, a friend who said they had sent to Japan previous news
item regarding the Expedition and Pacts and why promised to send out subnmitted article, Alse
International News Service; “sshingbon Post;Washington Daily Newgs Associated Press and Herald
Tribunte Office, :

She also maw the Ecuadorisn,Bolivisn and Chidsan Legations s«thanking the former and asking
the latter to try to hasten aetion on the Paoct,




