Manchuria
Jul 20 1934
Me, Arthur “Yarrels,
Consul General
American Consulate,
u':', Jx’-;)-...-.lo

Garrels,

at iy le ttey to you, I g1 that ! isg aa far back as Tiine 286th that
3 8 wnohu you la !. A number o7 thlings have pened - since that time and while

mos t of them are od no gonsequence, gilve you a brief account of the inci$
dents kziilecading up to our arrival in I

to you I saw Hayakawa of the SMR and other ‘1clals who inquired

I was golng wire you about the matter of appros ching the Japanese
ice, The 3 5 e that I should wire became s oticeable that
I gave no direct snswer method, and was very gla ;hat I had written
you instead. I expect ! ﬂnswer which. came, though I did Ha- an id e
that the angwer might he given the JaWHHmoe for the \”nlluf' overnment, thqt
we were in Japan for the purposes of collecting grasses. nea
had mmxnkimmxXx arranged a further scnaduL« vith Dr. Sato which went into some
detall as to region to be iInvestigated,

£

On July 7, Mr. Takata of the Kwaatung Bureau of Information and fropaganda

came to “airen with Dr. Sato. He saild that information had b recelived from |
thelr Forelgm VI i-: sout our activities and that 1t would soon be permissible
to @ ntinue. The omat’o*l which he had had come by way d Hsin '*lxin, and was
involved SOhPVJaT wwtn & similar request on the part of 2 ””3? "°>r Roerich.

-

After that there ensued two or three meetings in which I was 1 quite
extensively about the gnn=c¢tion to none of which they seemed tu get any satisfac
tory answer, There ssemed to be no objection to our ﬂoinv and in faoct, they
opened up with a mod d*al o
the police; and ! government 1ln general had ‘still tom

P

information ahont tha Ha 57”v region, the

tions to t';':=?wnf about our arms anc n, 1¢
papers bef 2 notary, But their pati » was exhausted at
alldf&d t lrave Dalren last Sund

rive

May I say thqok thpoughout all o he mont Dairen that
helpful and useful, where his judﬁeWCL permitted him %o
advice avasled when action was

My firwt spproch in Hsingking was to the Yapanese FErbassvy, where I prpe

8 letter given me by the SMR to "r. Tsurumi, one of the Secretar es. It wa s
merely f¢ @ purpo f stating in the briefest way the purpose sf our trip
with all of which he was infommed indetail in mdvanc , ?1,-, I went to
the Manchukuo GYvernment Office and saw ¥r. Kawasakl, Dire ctw* of Information
and Publicity, Here alan I rehearsed the story, Mr, Kewasaki has lilved fifteen
years in ﬁmericn a1 d speaks our langauge much better than +1e average Japanese
and seems to have a greater comprehension than most of them, He brought out his
fleld »nd inquired gsomewhat into the Roerich affair; and the reasm why w

| were included In 1%, The whole tenor of his remarks was so lime the 41 souss:on
| in Dairen, that there could be no reasonable doubt that the discussion in both
cases had been prompted from a single uurhv. In this case, however, there was
a letter from v, CoHville Qﬂv*ng that we were coming for a purpose and tha

i he understood tgnf . Roerlch was vnn}vrrd in the: party Wqu which on its

. p=rt was enough %o get permission, My, Kawssaki told me thedt there would be no
trouble, that we were at liberty to go where we dould under the ciroumsta nces
snd that they were glad to help us, While the interview got on well enough 8o
far as the essentials of the business wasg concerned, I ® uld see hhat he was
ssatlefied W1t ne outecome, and there appeared to be a pos 8iblllty that s mething
“more gould be learned on my part. He was t%iwnﬂ at the lemato Hotel, as I found
out at lungh tipﬁ and I Left word for him in the late qfuefﬂoon that 1f he eould
spare the time, T would like to see him theve for i > He szeht up word
gbout B.30 that he wuld see me,

I began by aying vthat in the meeting that morning I had not explained fully
enough ,perhaps; the lnclusion of TT. Sato of the Kwantung Covemment in the
partym ag well as Mr. Takata who shes g0 with us, ag his duty to write
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ﬁ&fio gtudy ancd that the SMR evidently thought some good would come of 1t
for them to have Sr., Sato associs ted in the work. He said that it was not our
work or activities that were giving him any concern.

There has been a growing suspliclon that everything was not just right soon

after Professor Hoerich landed in Manchoukuo, There was an organized propaganda
in all papers about him, all the Russlian papers in Harbin carried long interviews
in which a great deal seems to have begn said. Then he came to Hsinking to make
the presentation tothe Imperor of the "anner of Peace and the Yrder of Herit.

On arrival in lsinking the ‘rof egsor gistributed handsbills to all comers

giving in some details the more ¢ ampnpl ace contributions to culture which he

had made, with s me Inconspiclous detalls of his 1life., The hand<bill carried his
picture and pictures of one or more of hisg paintings., There were interviews with
the press, After a suitsble Interval the "rof essor returned to Harbin,

In the meentime the Frofessor had engaged a Japanese Secretary and Interpreier
While the engagement was nomlhal enough the “apanese i3 out of Mr, Kawasaki's
# office, During the next week or two fthe iggancse secret police brought in the
details gf the Roerich activities in HarbiIn, tThe White Russian cliques which
% were enlisting his support, and t%e general trend of the press Iinter iews. Mr.
"¢ Kawagaki gave orders through the “apanese secretary that the publicl ty business
~ would have to cease for his own good, as there was no telling what would come of
1t. Because of all of this petivity up here my progress was being delayed until
they could get further informatlion about me and my affairs and had I no o nnec<
%ion with the Hoerich name I wouldhave had no trouble at anypint and would
have been In the fileld long ago.

I asked Mr, Kawasaki 1f it would be possible to secure a copy of the hand«b1ll

I explained that my government would be interested to mow » mething of this,

and that T had a peronal interest in it in case we were mentioned in connectim
vith the expedition, fe sald he would give me one if there were any to spare, and
I should call at his of fice in the morning to receive i1t, That ended the disouss
sion for the afternoon.

The next morning al for the hand bill., There was no extra copy but he would
have copies types fo ] vialich wuld have the text but not the photographs,.

As 1t would tal iy time, he wonld d liver them to me sma later in the
,'day/ He then sh¢ d me a small photograph of the “anner of Peace and the Ogder
of Merit, I asked him what the symbolism meant which he did not seem to lmow.
1 akked i1f it was easy to get an interview with the Fmperor; not that I wanted
| one; but just as a matter of customary procedure in the business of government

' in Manchukuo. He said not but in thils case a man turned up with a reputatiom

§ and large announcements,with a name in Who's Who and they thought that probably
”?‘he deserved the honor., In addition, He professed to be pro=Japanese. 0On further
, questioning on my part he intimeted Mhat both the Yspanese Foreign Offige
*%vand the Manchulkuo Government had been taken in, but that now it had gone so
4. far that there was nothing to be done about 1it,

I am enclosing a copy of the hand blll which was given to me by My, Ravasaki
and which he certified to be a copy faken from his files.

| The trip from Hsingking was delayed somewhat because of the Tflood, co that

. the wires I sent saying that I wowld arrive were not helived and no reservations
were mgds, a8 ad long been promided, However T ssw fthe younger “r, Roerich yests
erday morning., They have bee a 1ittle Impatient et my nonarrival and are ready
to start as soon as I can get ready., They have arranged everything, He got for
me a permit from the covernment to go Into the " ailar region and had left it
at the Consulste, where I could call for it. Although the Professor is the leader
of the expsditlon, I have had no word from him nor have I seen himsnor do I kno
that an interview will be granted me before the start, UIn calling at the Consuls
ate I found that Mr. Coville had obtained the permits for us to go, and had
obta’ned than for the Roerich's as well, Do down to the present thegychevc moment

§I have wt to dlscover the mot minute contribution which they have made to the
®xpedition, except to hold us back for the better part of six week,perhaps to
lose us the season entirely, and put us and the government to considerable
{ §expense md irritatio ,

f“KThroughout all of thies I do not reecall that I have given a positive answer at

\any time and "Yes" has practically dropped out of my vocabulary in dealing with
*the Japanese, From your letter I see that you regard 1t ags a2 ticklish situation

w1 do not think it needs to be so pegarded any longer, for the Japanese are under
\no further illusions about any mepmbers of the

l | ¢ party, and I will not be asking
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