UNITED STATES DEPARTNENT OF AGRICULTIURE
Bureau of Plant ‘Industry
Washington

Hailar, Manchuria
Plent Exploration and Introduction September 17, 19354

e, Kaowles A, Ryerson,
Washington, D. Cs

Deay Knowles:

The season has come to a close in Hailar, and we are
leaving tomorrow, vhat I think of the success of the work
is of no congern at this timeée, We are carrying away nearly
a trunk full of seed, some of which should be useful. The
grasses long since ceased their work. Some other shrubs
and plents of other natures have kept us busy the last two
weeks, There has been no frost, but the leaves are falling
fast, and snow over in Siberia has got into the air.

Last Sunday, September 9, I sgtarted & package on itas
way to you, containing grasses, There was no.one to take it
to Harbin, and it finally fell into the hands of & Chinaman
whom nobody knew, travelling third class, It was not delivered
at the Consulate on Monday, as I intended it o be, but on
Tuesday morning. However, it may have made the ship at Yoko-
hamaé, and will reach you in & littlie over a weok. As a safaty
measure we have prepared a box with grasses freshly taken from
tha plaina, and puddied them into it. The box would travel
to the United States, if there was someone to carry it. I may
cablé you for an opinion on the last shipment, amd judge from
your reply how to handle the box, Ve will carry it along.

; Our films have been returned from the Awmy, and there is
only to present nyself af the several offices and toll the
personnel what & help it has all been. That will require all
day tomorrow, and the traiin gets off in the evening. There
may be some mail from you soon, @8 I had told the Consulate to
hold everybthing for some days past. Hell ceme iz today, but
no more will be sent %o Hailar I am sure,

Viashington will be improving day by day now, and the fun
gan begin %o organize for tne winter.

Sinserely yours,

Yae
Hes Go Maciillan,




Washington Apr.7 1934

Dr.George Roerich
310 Riverside Drive,

Your appointment approved effective today stop would like you here Monday
if possible stop special delivery letter follows.

Ryerson Plant Industry

22.1P




Glen Dale , lid.
April 23, 1934,
lir. Enowles A+ Ryersom, Chief,
Bureau of Plant Industry,
U«Ss Department of Agriculture,
Vashington, D.C.

Dear Enowles,

Please excuse me for delaying te write you soomner and giving you the nemes
and addresses of the two Russiams in Herbin, Meanchuria which I thought lir, liage
millen would be imterosted im meeting emnd who perhaps, if still there may be in a
position to assist him in comnection with his agricultural exploration work.

lirs BoW. Skveortsow
{76 Potahtovaya St.
derbin, Maanchurue.
lirs VeVae G’OlﬂbZOff’
{1Putevaya St.
Harbin, Hanchurie .

The first gentleman is the best botanist I met in lMamchurie and ie well posted
on the region and in regard to the agricultural crops as well eas the wild flora %o
be foumnd there,

iirs Golubzoff 1s & highly educated gentlomen who speaks French fluently.
On & number of occesioms he acted as imberpreter for us, beth in Harbim and in the
field.

I will appreciste the kiadness, in cass M acmillon neets
gentiimen if e will give them my wernest personsl regards. I wish ths
good luck and every pocsible succass.

Very sincorely,

Howerd




mhs 42999
Dr. H.Ge lincliillan, April 25, 1934.
1726 6th Avenue,
Los Angeles, California.
Dear lincs

Dorsett has just semt in the eddresses of the men in lianchurie, end I am Gamée
inclosing e copy of his letter comteiming them.

Things are moving along fast here in some directioms. I have moved up my
Puerto Rican +%rip so as to be baock here before you sail, I plan to be back on the
evening of the 14th, though it might be & day later. liorrison will meet me in
Mieml end we plen to go over Chapmen field Yogether before you get awny, so that if
there are any last minute things you mey desire, we shall be on the job.

I have not heerd from the radio people yet, so I am going to follow up today
to see what has happened.

I spent last Seturdey in New York, and saw George Reoerich and told him as
I 4old the Secrotery, that in case of any differences of opinions which would involve
your neck and Stephems'« that efter all they are the only necks you haves you would
be free to do whet youwr own jJudgaent dicteted. I reiterated again that the expedition
should confine itself te lManchoukuo proper. Dr. Roerich pointed out that Jehol was
& considerabie pert of Memchoukuo propers I told him thet that may be from a
Jepanese point of view but not frem & Chinese point of view, but we wish to stay
in what woc formerly limnchuris, emd im the northera part. I also told hiz that we
hes written Dr. ¥ aloi for axy botanical assistance you mey wish for the expedition.
Dr. Roerich was very positive im his stetements eboubt thers being ne difficuldy or me
ever diffsrenves of cpiniong, -

7 was uanble tc nake delivery of the two revolvers hecsuss there is a police
reguletion which does not permit Fiale %o sell or deliver in New York without a
permit, so they ere belug sent hore and we shall formrd them aleng with your other
equipment, I shall have Jec find out frem the ™mbassy jJust wbet papers you will
need for the smbry of these firearms, They would be the types of permits that the
Rooriohs had in How York and which they obtainoed et the Jepenese Consuletes You
oould probably get them from the Ceasulate in Los Angeles or Sam Franciseo, but if
you can get them here it will save you that much.

I have not seen Joe the last two or three days te cce how the supplies are
coming along. He brought his wife back from the hospitel yesterday. She is recovere
ing repidly eand we are all very mch relicved.

I shell have additional things to be writing you the noxt fow days before I
get awey. I am looking forward to heering from you by the emd of the week, but I
imagine you ere busy getting some of the fleld metters out of the way before you

leavo.
Very sincerely,
Febe mrﬁ&
Chief of Buresu.
Adr mailespecial delivery 4/25
Copy te lir, lorrison.
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Dr. H.G. lacliillan, liay 5, 1934.
1725 5th Avemue , Los Angeles, Californie.

Deayr lincs

Dr. Fairehild's youngest deughter, Nemcy B.Fairehild, is sailing for the
the Orient the second of Jume on the Fmpress of Ganade leaving frem Vancouver,
and will be arriving in Yokehama on the 18th, some time after you will have
gome to Harbin, as she is geoing to spend some time with her cousin, ome of
the Grosven or girls who married a som of Dr. Coville, who is mow the Consul
at Herbin.

I told her that you and lir. Stoveng, and the Roerichs as well, would
be glad to help her in amy way pessible during her sbay, if the cccasion
arises. She had rather hoped that you would not be leaving Tokye so soon as
gshe is going with friends as far as Tokyo, and has no provisioms for going frem
Tokyo to Harbin. She will probably lend in Harbin bDefore you take to the field
so thet you and Stovens can meet her and become scquainted. Dy thet time you
will have met Coville and his wifeg of course they lmow & good many deparitment
people. I dem't recall whether I memtioned to you that he is Comsul there,
es & matter of fact, I thought he had been moved and wes no lemger located up
in that area.

With best wishes,
Very sincerely,
Kofie Ryerson

Chief of Dureaus




Copy

United States Vepartment of Agriculture

Bureau of Plant Industry

Washington.

Divisien of
Plant Exploration and Introduction Tokyo, Japan.
June 3,1934

Dr.Yeorge de Roerich,
care of the American Consul,
Harbin, Manchuria,

Dear Doctor de Roerich:

Your note of May 23 was handed to me at Vokohama on my arrival
June 1. I was very sorry to learn of your departure, lhe reasons for my
late arrival were time required to assemble the rield equipment and make
final arrangements in the Department; all of which caused me to miss the
May 4 sailing,

lhe transfer of iLhe baggage through Japan has caused no diifriculty,
as tnat matter was handled most satisfactorily my the American Consul at
Vokehama. I have not yet nad time to make the contacts and arrangements you
suggest, so | cannot report on the outcome,

1 do not know at the moment the date or my departure irom Kobe,
I wish tossee some people here at tne Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
and make a few additional inquiries about:sseeds. On Tuesday business will be
suspended because of the funeral of Admiral Togo.

I shall reach Manchukue by way of Dairen, where I expect te remain
for two or three days. I do not believe it is important that you make any
hotel reservations for me at this early date, and will either write or wire
you from Dairen of my later plans.,

With kindest regards to yourself and Professor de Roerich,
I remain,

Sincerely yours,

HG.MacMillan




May 28,1934

Dr George Roe rich
¢/o American Consul
Tokyo, Japam

Macmillan Stephens arrive Yokohama June first President Hopver

Rysrson
Plant Industry

Cablegram

COPY

Division of %
Plant Exploration and Introduction Tokyo, Japan
June 5, 1934

Mr. Knowles A. Ry rson
Washington, D,C.

Dear Knowles

I am enclosing two coples each of two issues of the Japan
Advertiser, one of the english language newspapers of the town. The articles
which I have marked are well worth reading, and probably no comment that

I would make would add anything to your asppreco tion of them. I trust

you will take pains to see that these are reserved for future reference.

I do not wishz= to carry them with me, and asyou will be interested, I am
disposing of them in this way.

I am sending some maps of “anchuria whibhh I have found, and which
zfe the most recent editions covering the territory where we will travad
I have found no satisfactory way to ship them yet, but I am sure they will
reach you abtout the time this letter does.

My first letter of any consequence is yet to be written, and I hope
you are not irpatient. Each day brings o me new thing %o marvel over: the
antics of nature, or the'mysteries of the human mind.

Sincerely yours,
a) Mao ;
H.G.Maclillan
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT (F AFRICULTURE
Burcau of Plant Industry
Washingion

Division of Tokyo, Japan
Plant Explorstion and Introduction June 9,1934

Mr. Knowikes A. Nyerson
Waghington, D.C.

Dear Kno¥les,

I have just sent you a cable relative to Dr. Nakai. This was doem through
the State Department both to facilitabe the passage of the message, and to
insure a little better rendering of the message and possible to Indulge in
ina little economy. You will recall that I was never given any Iinformation
atout Dr. Nakal, and the only reference to him iscontained in your letter of
April @ , sent %o me at Los Angeles. 1t may be assumed that I knew more
atout him than I did. I rather expested further advice from you about the
man, as your closing paragraph in that suggested something of the sort. I
have spent some time in trying to locate iiim. The Department of Agriculture
and Forestry know nothing about him and the Constulate have been able to trade
down no one who can fill the bill/ Mr. Burrell st the Yokohama entomological
laboratory does not lmve him amomg his acquaintances. The name Nakai is more
or legs a Smith or Jones designation as £fr ag the t=lephone dlrectory

goes; so the only sensible thing to do seemed to cable for more specific
instructions.

I have really been here but a week though it seems much longer , Things
began to happy about as soon as I arrived and while I have been on the point
of writing you nearly every day, it seemed that the next morning or this
afternoon would clear up some point or other, and I could make a more
dmppehensive report. I have applied for tickets to leave here on Tuesday
salling from Kobe Wednesday the 13th, and arriving in Dairmn on the 16th.
Beyong that point I have no schedule or plans at the poment. This trip pro-
mises to be wholly an opportunist affair, I game of chess isimple in comparison
for there you have the opportunity to see what the other fellows mover are
apt to be. Bit perhaps 1 am getting ahead of an introduction to the sequence
of events,

On arrival in Yokohams I was met by Mr. BenninghoXf, the Consul there. He
managed matters through the Customs easily enough and without much delay

The equipment baggage was put in bond without inspection in charge of

the Yokohams Express Company. The personal taggage was passed witho only

small argument about the excess tobacco which Stepehens carried. Mr, Benndng-~
hoff handed me a letter from Mr., G. Roerich which I did not have time to read
carefully at that tine., We left Yokohama shortly in the Hotel bus, and came

up to Tokyo arriving in the middle of the morning.

In the morning I went to the Consulate where I met Nr. Garrels, the Consul
General , with Mr., Sturgeon , the Consul. Most of my business dealings have
been with Mr, Garrels, and he has carried on most of the detalls of the subw
sequent series of events. I explained to them at once the entire purpose of our
mission, the places we hoped to visit and the seversl items of business which
it was desired to conclude in Tokyo. Immediately the mattee of the Roerich's
came up, in which he was very much Interested.

I had expected of course to find the Roerich here. That was my plan asoutlined
before we left Washington or lat least that was my understanding of it. They
had expe@ted us on the previous boat., I do not know exactly when they had
arrived in Tokyo, but their stay here was a brilliant progression from triumph
to triumph, and they left on Yay 24, In the note to me they sqid they were
going to Harbin, and for me to wire them immediately the date I would arrive
there, #&hat they could arrange ho' el accomodation,

PN

‘Mr. Garrels had never seen them nor had they ever called at the American Con-
fulate, They had made such a name foy themselves,however, that he remembered
them from reports in the pess That they were now empooyed by our government
was unknown to him, or to anyone in the Embassy or Consuddte. I tookthe Oppor-
tunity to look up the press reports, confining myself to the ,apanese Advertiser

the morning english newsppper




June. 9,1934

y English newspaper. There were three general items, one some remark
ESgemgin;nEOtggy nbeting? gnother a speclal interview givqn in the Advertiser
anc another a epdobmbointerview following a visit to the War Minfistry., I have
gecured two copies each of the papers which I am sending you through the pouch
and which will not have reached you prior to this letter, "he text and sense
of these reports showed enough bad Judgement under any clrcumstances but
when 1t was revealed that these men were imn the employ of our government
the Consulate took an unexpected interest in the matter,

In the meantime I had time to read and digest the note from lr, Roerich handed
me by lir, Benninghoff, on my arrival at Yokohama. I will try to mgke a copy

of it to enclose with this letter. On showlng this letter to My, Yarrels which
I did as a matter of course, snd because of the Manchukuo relation ship,

I could detect a growing anger at what he later mildly termed the presumpion
(Ornamental phrases omitted) of these people. But let me interpose anotha#r
item,

Officially we do not speak of Nsnghoukuo. We are going to Machuria, which is
the geographical region we are all acquafinted with s oonsisting of the three
eastern Chinese provinces, at times in the nads of the Ryasians, the Chinege,
Oor the Japanese, The new state of Manchuluo is the political name applied to th!
region and gperated under the government set up at the new Capitol called

§ Hsingching “¥e do not recognize this government, ask for no vises and h-ve

'no official contacts with them. That fact myst be kept in mind throughout.

Referring again to the Koerich letter, he directs me to call on Mr. Teiji
Tsubokami, This man is the propaganda officer for the State of Manghuluo and
the Cultural Work Bureau is constructed for that purpose. Regardless of the
propaganda there is no reason for calling on the man oy the Bureau, for our
pafisage through Japan has not been hindered in any way, not could he obviously
do enything to facilitate 1%t. The matter of sending the equipment through Japan
in bond has already been arran-ed for before his information on the subject
became considered. The order given to call on Mr. Ma at the Yanchukuo Legation
for the vise was exactly what should not have been done and which & dig4 not

do om the advise of consul. What further steps they ecould have taken with the

Y. kohama customs that our People could not have taken is slightly beyond our
comprehension, In a word, %o have followed this letter in any of 1ts provisions,
to the= neglect of our own regular facllities, would ave been nonsensa in its
owmn right; but considering the frank suspicious with which the Japanese regard
affairs of thisnature would have heen nothing less than foal hardy

It took a little time for these several matters to reveal themselves and the
conseq uences to become apparent. In the meantime the Roerichs had gone on,

as I said, a'out Yay 24, About Thursday they turned up again, The @onsulate
received a communication from the Japanese Foreign office, containing coples of
letter and a memorandum from Makden. The memorandum is interedting md I do

not know whether I can secure a copy of 1t or not. If 80, T will enclose 1t,
But at Mukden they had gotten to the point of showing the officials that they
vwere agents of the United States and were sbout to conduft an expedition into
the unknown for certain pumposes. They showed a letter from See¢., Wallace under
date of HMarch 16, a short paragraph in which he thanked them for thelr decision
to "8ead and protect” an expedition for droughtsresistant plans into the Gobi
Desert. I cannotk of cour se, get a copy of the Secretary's letter., The Memoran-
dum listed the several members who would appear, the rofessor as Chief,

My, George Roerich as agsls tant Chief, mysekf as botaHist, Stephens as assistnat
i boranist md a Japanese secretary and interpreter to be selected.

Allof this was news # the Japanese, Their iInquiry at the Consul ate was to
confirm these representations and to point édut the fact that the Roerich's
papers were mt in order that the memorandum wag a little fantastic in 4ts
claims and hhat they had no American passports. What did the Consulate know
about them, The consulate answer was that they knew nothing; that they had
never called or presented any credentials., And that point the matter stands

g0 far as I lmow. The Roerich are gtranded in Mikden until the Japanese make »
some arrangement about thelr going further, The Consul's ¢ omment was thmt while
they had appeared here in & blaze of flory, calling on the Vgr hinister,
making a pilgrimage to the Yeiji Shrine, angd glving interviews on Peage and
Brotherly Love, 2 8 soon a8 they found their Papers were not in order, they
wuld be dropped 1ike the wellwknown hot potato,
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fI“ the meantime there was a growing irritation st the Imbassy about this
matter, The Ambassador knew @ out them because he was in India at the t ime

| they had a 1ittle fracas with the aythories there but he had had no informa=
tionfabout their business here, The incident of the requenst for Information
sxonckxxixmloxxhux from Mikden took on the aspect of so much embrassament that
they have caBbled the whole matter to the State Department in the tune of a 370
gable and about which I lmve heard of no answer to the present time. In the
meantime I have the assurances of the Consul General that the matter of our
viges are to be taken care of on arrival at Dalren, where the consul has prow

»
1

i vision for this sort of thing.

The Oonsul ate has pointed out to me that of all the people In the world to
travel with in this part of the world, the last ones to choose are Russians.

The last vord whilch I have had from Joe concerfiing the passports was that

the Russian vises could not be put on because word had not been regeived

qt the Russisn Embagsy there prior to our departure, I did not wish to go to
Harbin without them, cven though I wuld not be in Russian territory. The
Consulate of fered to wire the State Department asking for information about
them, which came back with the information that they had been gpanted and

that the Rusaion Bubassy here had been advised to 1ssue the vise. Our pagsport
were sent over and the entries very promptly made.

As 1 continued o read the papers it seemed to me tat there was more than
met the eye in this bandlt business around Harkin, lo trains run at night
from Mukden north, and the day trains sre preceded by an armed trsin. Japanes
officisls were kidnapped recently by bandits, rrids have been made in Harbin
and there have been other Mocldents. The styeetp of Harbin are barricaded
to prevent very rapld entry or exit from the tomn, an there are no other pr eca
tions or so it 1s reported., Curiously enough there seems to be no atiacks
on lied Russisns, and I am informed of some traders who have conducted their
bupiness throughout the recent period with no serious difficulty that I amm
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find outabout. It 1s true that it may be WxkmE mere overs Nt ox colinclidence
that no led lussiansSExsmiskmxk have encountered the bandits or it may
dven be misinformation on my part. I have suggested to the Consul that as

I was unable to callat the Russim Consulate to' get my vise, that I might

g over tomorrow and thank him for 1t, and 1f ppselble get a note of introducs
tion to the Hussian Consul at Harbin, This seemed to Le in the nature of a
polite gesture, and the viee-domsul Mr, Alison will take me oer in the morning

While my education was progressing in dip omatiec affairsm more less by fits
and starts as the week drew on, anothey matter was causing a little glow just
beneath the sk in another part of the anatomy, On my arrival at the Imperial
Hotel I found a letter directing me to telephone s certain numbeyr ag there

was & Japanese awalting who had very ilmportant business with me . After

telling everyone "“o" around the place and getting the least bit settled

1 gall the number and encountered one Mssao Yopliikawa, who anmoynced forth-
with that he was hired for the expedition and would came down and take charge
lmmediately. I told him to come down anyway and as long as they be on a per
diem not to spare the horses. {

He came in & 1ittle while snd turned out to be the usual type with cane, and
8 squint that seemed to be famillar but which I/ could not place in the inttial
gonfusion, As everything was practicaly arrangefl he would be glad to show

us the sights around Tokyo or the adjacent couniry or introduce us vhere ever
it seemed desirable to mww, elither as expefiiency demanded or according to our
wishes, As soon as I could politely do 80, I sufigested timbt he might go back
over what pgust be g tedious detall and sketch the incidents leading up to

our mod fortune, e was Very glad to do soj and the facts are as follows:

In our converjsations with Dpi lMorse before we left, he sald kksk he would
give us a list of names from Dr. lorse and thoughts no more about the note
to lir. Suyekakeg As it happened My, Suyetaké had taken employment with the
Bureau of Fntomology of fifce in Yokohama and was about to start for Chosen to
gather the 7 :

In our conversations with Dr, %orse before we left) he 2aild he would give us
a list of names of scequ intances here in Japan!andahanchuria, and would write
a note to lir, Suyetaka at Tokyo telling him of lour jcoming., We got the 1% st of
names from Dr. ¥orse and thought no more about the note to Ir. Suyetake., s
1t happened Iy, Suyetake had taken employment wlth the Bureau of Bhtomology
office in Yokohama and was sbout to start for Phosen to gather the parasites

of the Yrietn
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of the Oriental feaxh moth when Dr, lorse letter arrived. As he was to be in
Chosen wntil later in the summer and could do nothing for us, he talegraphed

a friend of hisin NMiyakonojo, on the 1lsland of Kyushu, the lower onmm of the
main group to coge up and take hils place in the dawning organi;ation. As we
were expecting to reach Japan on the boat leaving Los Angeles May 4, and
arriving here May 21, he came at once, and Mr, Suyetake left for Chosen sbout
the same time, We dld hbdt arrive on the date we were expected, s there was
nothing to do except walt for the next oneg dwring which time gome of the minor
details of the expedition could be arranged. On June 1 when we did arrive he had
gone to the pier at Yokohamm, but missed us at the ship, and had rushed back

to the hotel only to find that we had not arrived. By leaving his telephone
nunmber he found us.

It appr ars that Dr. lorse must have written Mr. Suyetake that we were coming

gnd made the usual remrk that "whahver he could do to help us would be
appreciated” or words to that effect, amd Suyetake had assumed that he would
Bave been hired for the empedition had he been availsble, Not being availsble
was not handicap as he secured his friend to take charge of us and went away
feeling that things were well mrranged., On questioning Mr. Yoshikawa it turned
out that xkkxgx he went to school at ™arylane at one time and knew Dr. Woods a
but did not know Dr. Auchter or any others whom T mentioned. He worked for

the Bureau for about seven years for Dr. Swingle; which cleared away at once the
matter 1f the gquint. He had one or two other jobs from time to time, the details
og which I do not remember. I did not dispose of the matter at once, as I
wanted totalk with Dr. Naksu, and see what other people knew sbout the man,

2 I put him of f with the plea that things were in considerabls o nfusion

at the moment and I could make no decisions. He was back each day for addition-
al o nferences, o I told him that M. Suyetake had been laboring under a mias~
apprehensionk of some sort and That I was not yet at liberty to hire him for
money until I had made further decisions. By this time it had begun to come out
that the purposes of the expedition had been not revealed at the start and that
his idea was that we would visit only the larger citime, and visit the fringes
of the town by taxlcab and do our colTeetIng In that way. Thic enthusiazem shrunk
still further when it was indlicated that we carried tents and expected to camp
out in the desert and not cane back until fall, He said then that we really
should take him as far as lMukden, as the Japanese over there did not apeak
Fnglish well, afd we would nee him and he would be satisfied with a visit in
lower Manchuris, after which he wuld be glad to retum. So while I have not
told him I wouldnt hire him, he is beginning to los interesti n the thing

for his om reaons, and after one more session I think I cmm make the prospects
g0 raxyx rosy that he will be glad to have escaped it all,

The one thing which caused me a 1ittle concern at first was the expense he had
Bore to to come to Tokyo and take care of ws. There was over 50 yen carfare

up here, and over two weeks subsistence, in s ddition to carfare in the prehises
I didnt want to feel that we were responsible for his running up such a bill
due to anything that Dr, Morse might have indicated to Mp, Suyetake, I tried

to find 1f he had a copy of the letter Morse had written but had hot even seen
the letter, I went to Yokohamm to see Mr., Burrell of the Buresu of Entomology
and find out what he might know. He knew nothing about the matter, but he did
say that Mr, Yoshikawa when he had been employed there at some time or other had
worked as long as he pleaged and then quit, but at no time did he ever seem P
pushed for money It was his opihion that he could afford the trip to Tokyo

and whatever 1t cost him. On that basis I was satisfied to do nothing more in
the matter except that I have yet to have a final parting with My, Yyshikaws.

That brings me back tothe place at which I started the letter, the search for
Dr. Nakal from whom e were able to get the names and advice about any we might
consider for the trip. I had the force at the Consul ate ransack the toan

for such a person. They caild find no one. Then it was proposed that I must

be mis taken, that the name was not Nakai but Sakal., There had been a Saka

in the Department of Agrioculture in a fairly high position who had resigned and
gone with some Bank in an advisory capacity. So we went and called on Sr. Sakai
w 0 was very polite, but admitted that he knew nothing about anything that we
were Interest in, So I am waiting the results of the cable which sghould he
answered in the morning as you siould have had it Saturdya morning if the State
Department undertook to decode 1t with any promptmess, Tomorrow looke like a
busy day, considering that I am expecting to leave on Tuesday and will have the
Russiang.to see. Dr. WNakal to find 28 well ag toke pgare othe'un@xpected which
wlll surely turm up.
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June 10

I mve sent you elght copies of 2 map of Manchukuo made up in 1933 and which
app ars to be as regent as anything I can find covering that reglon, T suggest
tﬁﬁt a gouple of them be presented to the map of fice of th; whate Departments
iwth your complimentas a sufficient go to the Exploration office and the remains
der, if any be d sposed of as you 8ee fit. I ha e not looked for maps ffir othey
gegtiona or for any of Japan, 2 8 we were not yet interested in these myrts, I
tried to send 1t by the regular post but the package was refused because it was
too long. S0 I took 1t o the Consulate to go in the regular pouch, which will
not leave for another ":ebk/

During the pas week one day was lost because of the State Puneral of Admiral
Togos All business was suspended and the official functions of the town were
devoted to this one parpose,

One moming I borrowed en Mterpretegf from the Consulate and made a business

of calling on the Department of Agriculture and the Ixperiment Station officials
The vlslts were moare of less perfunctory amd nothing or any consequence came of
it. However, they were called ons our purpose explained the destinations which
we have had in mind elncldated and every effort made to give an aceount of
ourselves, :

L.,K.,Jones " was here about three vears ago. I wrote to
him daring April asking for smy names he might give me of people who had any
Interests in common with our work in plant pathology, or otherwise, He delayed
answering for some t1re, until as he told me, he had an opportunity to see you,
S0 I m ppose you know about that phase of it, He gave me a latter to Dr. H4sghida
who when he was in Manchuria was Segretary of the Sogth lanciuriam Railway.

Dr, Hishlda has since resigned from that position, and is engaged on his owmn
affiars, He came over I presented my letier and we had lunch and talked about
this snd thet, and he of fered to prepare a couple of letters to perons in
Manghuria, These are to the Manager of the S3M.,Railway in Dairen and the Chief
of "the Experimental work In Hsinehing., Thedsé two will be sufficient to get

8 along with the experimenters in that region, especially as I have the names
glven e by Dorsett and ligrse,

The further I go on thils expedition the morel have taken %o comptemplting
geveral factors that have gonéd Into the character ot 1f. Whatever we Xxme
may have toought of this thing when I was there, each one started off in gool faf
fal th and with nothing but conviction to make 1t a suceess, We are now a
 month of our way and not yet Jjoined as a partym ald witth still rore tire to
i elapse before that can be br ught abdkt: So far as t e State Yepaytment offi-
iolals are comcerned in this section the Roerichs are in bad favor. T know
iVieant w1l be informed in Dailren angd the Minister in China will be told,
| Those peopleé should know. What the J anese will decide as Tar as the Roerich
|status 18 comcerned I & not know but when you think of the decidedly nervous
state they are In, the normal suspicion with whi h they regard even the inno-
yeent not to say the bland, 4%t should swaprise no one if they suddenly decide
ito be thyrough wlith all and sundry that' have any connection with them, no matter
hhow remot e, True I have not come into the seene in any obvious way, except
/in the Nomorandum vhich they prepared in Mukden fof the Japanese and as I
had already entered the countyy there was no easy way to question me about the
mat ter, Thet the situation amy change now that + am crossing borders, and I am
isure thatl there will be no 1llusdbas as to who I am associsted with, The
it tement In my passposrt deelaration contalned &ll the information & the
start. Had they been informed about the others they could have comnegted us
at once Ido not know,of course, what the Roerich sald! n thelr statements
ibut eanything that happened in Tokyo that came to the public atiention enuld
12d taken pains to conceal ithelr business and assoctobions.

iindicate they !
| They't was o mitape. What the outcome will be may depend on what the Segretary
jof State gables back for I am sure there will be an answer. To have them ig-
‘nore the Consulate throughout &nd then to have to take them up isn't going to
set so well. But while I am breeding hypothetical questions, and the practi-
fcal ngers may be revealed tomorrows

Inb Harbily, the sfituatlion may be different than I suspect 1t to be. There

are over 70,000 white russians in the town and a considerable group of reds,
The whole ssctlon 1s in the nebulous area where trouble begins to concentrate
It seems to me that 1t 18 1like smothep Balkans, It willl mlwavs be the breeding
place for wars, though on a smaller scale .Unider the best of clroumstsnces there
is no security there, whatever the element of safety may be. I am not in th
least bif nervous about thes part of 1t but I am concerned to know that with




6 -

with the present-cse t-up we can do any work of the kind we propose to do.

To put in time doe s not mean acc mplishment. In evolving the apparent cir-
cums tances in vogue around Harbin, it has seemed to me that I mizht be able

to arrange some wort of agreement where by I might go into the field in a
certain sectlion and collect as much as I pleased. Bit that method will require
that 1 am mot encumbered with help As You gee, we are not getting to the fim
as promptly as was first contemplated, but * am sure t he season will not have
advanced s¢ far as to Injure our proppects at all, As I remarked before, this
affair 1s decided an opportunist matrer, and what declsions are made = mm to
arise out of the 1mmediate clroumstances.

The newspapers here which I am able to read carry a lot of stale news. It is

a little undertain at times to decide 1f something in this morning's paper

is new, or copied out os some month old sheet that turned up in the dditorial
office, The majority of the news is American and for that reason I suppose what
appears here has already passed before you in the Star of the New York Times.
There are a couple of clippings which I will enclose and without comment.,

The external featuresof the trip go far have been agreeable enough. The ocean
on the way over was as calm as oceans ever get and not an incident intruded
on the monotony of the scene or disturbed the complacency of the tourists.

At Honolulu Stephens went in a tour while I went to the sugar station. There
were a cbhple of attempts at rain in Tokyo and I suspected the rainy season
had broken a trifle ahead of schedule but 1t cleared about last Tuesday and
has been graduslly growing warmer and more aultry ever since. I would have
left here today but could not get berths on the ship from Kobe to Dairen, and’
as the Nakai matter was still pending was glad to wait for the Vednesday boat,
I will go m Tuesday.

That leaves the mbtter of a Japanese assistant still up in the air, I am res
ludtant to take any one not knowing at the moment how matters will turn out
about the balance of the expedltion, Since T have B eaen here I have had no
growing respect for the abllitics of any of the men I have met tyat might be
of the t ype who could go. It seems that I might well p ick up someone in Manchus=
riag i1f nothing else, get semmone detalled from the experimental group of

the South Manchurian Railway. The circums tances between here and there are
greater than between similar distances in the States snd I am not sure that I
would be satisfied with someone with only local experience. It will be decided
tomorrow so far as that goes, but I am inclined at the moment to favor delay
until there ' 1s some better proppects in & ght for the success of the party
than the moment holds forth.

Tokyo looks 1like am interesting place, and T am sorry not to be able to
get around a little, I am taking the day train to Kobe in hopes of geeling a

1ittle of the country, which may be as mych ag I can expect.,

My next address after this reaches you should be in Harbin unless there 1s
some word to you by cable or otherwise in the interval,

I trust you are finding your job as entertaining and exhausting as when I
left, Please give my regards to all concerned and bhelieve me,

Sincerely yours,

H.G.Maclillan

Enc, e¢lippings
Apendix 1, Roerica Letter
Appendix 2, Roerich Memorandum, filed Mukden ,(?)
June 11,1934

P.S.Your cable turned up ptomptly this morning and we found Dr. Naksai, sdd
arranged for a meeting this afternoon which occupied a considerable share of 1If.
In trying to reconstruct the reasons why we did not get in contact with him
sooner 1 can say that while the Bptanic Uarden was included he was not reached
in the early searches, I found today that everything is being moved from

the garden, the equipment and staff having new quarters at the I _perial Uni=
versity and it may well be that the disturbance of mo ving accounts for our
missing him. Everything was in terrible confusion,
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Appendix No.l
A copy

UNITED S‘ ATES ARTMENT OF AGRICULTURT
au of i1 urt Industry
i ¢‘;.!.huton

Divisgion of
Plant Fxplorati: C 307 mperial Hotel
M 1¢34

D"? ary l_f .

It was our hope to hear from you before leaving Tokyo for Manchulkuo. So
far, we r ed no notificatlon from the Department about the date of your
salling ”~\m S. Francisco., We are therefore leaving this letter ¢/0 the U.S
Embassy,

Foreign Office ha s been informed of your passage throurh Japan.
on your arrival to Tokyo on RI._MaiJi Tsubokam whom Professor
equesrwd to assist you and Mr., Btevens,

it 1s advisable to send all firearms and ammunition in bonds transit through
%apan.

With regards to visas for Manhukuo please call on Mr., Ma at the Men chukuo
Legation, Tokyo.

Had we known the nsme of wur boat and date of salling, we gould have taken
further steps with the Cusom Authorities in Yokohmams.

The Japanege Tourist Bureau at the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, will advise you on

the route to Harbin, Please inform Mr. Tsubokami as to your route to Harbi
In gase of heavy baggage. I would advise the sea route via Dairen,

our Telegraphic address in Harbin:ROFRICH TSCHURIN HARBIN

In Hartin 1t is best to stop at the Japanese Hotel or at the Hot el Mo derne.
Pl ase wire date of arrival to Tokyo and dep’rture for Manchukuo. On receipts
of your wire shall mke hotel reservations in Harbin,

With kind regards,
Sincarél" yours,
(Signed) G. de Roerich




Appendix No,2
A ® py
ATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
of Plant Industry

Vashington

Divigl on of
Plant Explor ation and Introduction

MEMORANRTU M

Staff of Expeditions-

Professor Nicholas de Roerich, Chilef the Expesdition.
Georged de Roerich, Assistant to Chie i
charge of medicinal rese
botanist
iy, assistant botanist
secretary md interpreter,

1s organized by the “epartment of Agriculture,

Purpose of Lxpedition;:-
The programme of the Exped
1 with the purp

b

/b

(" 8 To visit during the summer months the
2 : 1g &nd conducting botanias gstudies,
study of the material

v

The winter months will 1
€¢ither in Manchukuo or Toky

Prof. de Roerich sceompanied by M. Georges De Roerich snd the ”apancse secre-
tary of the Lxpedition ; will proceed to Manchukuo, leaving Tokyo about the
24th of lMay and Shimonosek! about the 27th @r 28th inast.

The authorities arxe requested kpx¥zxfxmxgm: kindby to grant a lalissezwpasge

permit through the Manchukuo Customs at Antung for their personal baggage
consisting of 23 pileces containing ' personal effecte, two typewriteps,

and scisntific books, one Mannlicher hunting rifle ¥o, 33538 ,bore 8 m/m with

%O rounds ammunition and one shotgun sHo. 202150, made by Daver & Sons, Germai
12 bore,)

Dr. Macliillan and *r. Stevens ars scheduled to reach Tokyo during the firest
week of June bringing with them the Expedition’s equipment (botanical
equipment, photographic supplies, tents, fire-arms and s mnitlon,ete, )

The authorities are respectfully requested to extend them ass stance during
thel r passage through Ja;&n to Mamonukuo, as well ag a laissez passer permit
for thelr baggage at Mokohams ard sntung.,

1, Introduction to the Manhukuo authorities.

2. Custom facilities for the Expedition's equipmmiih, fire srms, ammunition,

€TCaoe

3. Visas for HManhukuo

4. Dacllities for the botanist of the Expedition Dr. Maglsllan and his
assigtant , Mr, Stevens, arriving in Tokyo with the Lxpedition's
equipment in the first week of Juns.




June 22, 1954.

Dr. He Gs Macmillan,
c/B American Consulate,
Tokyo, Japans

Deayr lMao:

I had hoped that a letter might come through from Tokyo before I left, but I

. realige. that the time is too short, so I am having arrangements made so that copies
of any letters that come in while I am on my western trip will be forwarded to me.

. You doubtless saw the cable sent by the American Embassy in Tokyo, relative to the
i oitigenship status of the Roerichs, and the reply of the State Department to it, In

~ view of the necessity of avoiding risks that might eause later trouble, we don't want

to ask for armed escorts anyway., I talked the matter over with the Secretary, as well
as State Department officials, and we wish to take no chances whatsoever and, of course,
haven't planned for work outside of Manchukuo proper, which seems to be in the minds of
the State Department officials as one of the things which we might attempt, We assured
them that that was out of the picture, and had been, and said that we wanted no work
domm ih any territory outside of what used to be Manchuria, and that we would keep out
of the disputed Chinese provinces, and also that we were going 4o do our work as far
north as possible, especially in the fringes of the Hingan mountains,

I am looking forward with much interest to your first letters tellings how vou are
g o LY

coming along and what arrangements you were finally able to make, and whether someone
suggested by Dre Nakal has gone with you in connection with the botanical work,

I am leaving Sunday, for the Midwest, the Northwest and the Pacific Coast, with
Dr, Tugwell and others, Lee Strong will join us for a part of the way and Silcox also,
if he can, We are going into the drought area, and I am goinpg to visit our ecereal work
and our dry land stations = part of them with Dr, Tugwell, and then we po over into
Montana to see the white pine blister rust work, visit the stations in Washington and
Oregon, and then come down to California and touch some of those that we did not visit
last year., My stay in California will be short. We expect to visit the subsistence
homestead project and then go down to Torrey Pines and take the night train to San Diego
over to Phoenix, Dr. Tugwell and his assistants will fly east from there and I shall
probably back=track to Californie and wait for the Congressional Committee, if they
decide to come out; if not, I will return here, and after two or three weeks, I hope
to go up to labrador for two weeks, This remains to be seen, however, as we have
plenty on our hands here,

I wish you were going to be out on the Coast 8o you could go around with us and
visit some of these places,

The Secretary is much interested in your working out pldns to join Westover and
Enlow on your return trip back so you will have firstehand informstion from them and
their work., They have been delayed in Moscow, getting their visas for Turkestan and
exchange troubles have also casused them plenty of concern., A cable just came through
two days ago, indicating that Westover, Enlow and the representative from the Russian
Institute of Plant Industry had been robbed in their compartments on the night train,
Enlow's passport and letter of ecredit were taken, as were his watch, and the representa=
tive from the Institute lost his watch and 2000 rubles, so they are starting in early
to have their wvarious experiences,

Archer leaves today for South America, on insecticidal plants, I must skip along
and get breakfasts I have been down here since half past five, and I am to meet Morley
at Carnegie for breakfasts We are having an Outlander?s Round=up to hear his latest
Mayan work tonight, I wish you and Stephens could be present,

With best wishes to you all, and remember me to the Roerichs,

Cordially yours,

K. A. Ryerson,

Chief of Bureau,
P,8, The President does know about this expedition and is interested in it.

Copy to Mr, Morrison 7/?;/34
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

Division of
Plant Exploration and
Introduction Dairen, Manchuria,
June 24, 1934

Mr., Knowles A. Ryerson,
Washington, D. Ce

Dear Knowless

Little by little our summer oreeps along, and nothing seems to be accomplished,
Tt is true that a week ago seems like ancient times, gand we are getting along as quickly
as the circumstances permit., Our trip from Tokyo via Kobe %o Dairen was wholly unevent-
ful, and with the continual annoyance that the military zones prevented the taking of
any plotures. The Japanese boats are good enough, and there was nothing to complain
about. Dairen is an open port, so that the customs mere not insistent, and the passport
examination very nominel., From here on it is another story.

The first three days of our arrival, excluding last Sunday, was spent with the
police and the Commissionery of Customs. To begin with, the police are taking mo
chances with anyone, and their own people the most respectful of any., When I mentioned
the presence of pistols and ammumition, everyone was practically paralysed with fear of
the police and what they would do. The people at the Consulate would have absolutely
nothing to do with the affair, but directed me where to go and have the matter discussed.
I took the Japanese clerk from the Consulate along to talk for us, and he ssemed aboub
ready to run at any minute. So long as there was nothing to do but handle the matter for
myself, I went to the police and asked for the top man, They finally found some lesser
one who would do, and to whom the matter was explained. They offered no objections, made
no demands, or acting in any way more than nominally interested in the matter. So that
was thats The next affair concerned itself with the Commissioner of Customs to whom I
needed £0”go to get passage for the baggage into Manchoukuo., Again everything was fully
explained. The matter of the guns and ammunition was of more concern here. Acgcording to
the Manchoukuo law, which has been taken over from the law in effect in China, any
authorized foreigner may take into the country for his own protection, one revolver, bme
pistol, and 500 rounds of emmunition. We had one pistol and one revolver each under this
s scheme, and too much ammunition,

There was, as you recall, 800 rounds of ammnition for the Roerichs rifles, but I
had no rifle so obviously I did not need the ammunition., The 1000 rounds for the pistols
was just what we had brought for ourselves, and would have been admitted with no trouble,

. but to have taken that only and none for the revolvers would have made the revolvers use-
less, so that they would have been left behinds I compromised by agreeing to take the
pistols and 600 rounds, and the revolvers and 400 roundss That resulted in an excess of
amminition dhich had to be disposed of. The Commissioner said he could not store it; the
Consulate sald I eould store it there, but had to obtain permission from the police my=-
self to do so. So on applying to the police permission was given to store the stuff at a
licensed gun store, where it now is, and a receipt taken for it. That meant also, that
the boses had to be opened and repacked, and the delivery made, all of whisch took time,
It has all been done, and practically everyone has gotten back to a normal state of
relaxation,

Had the Roerichs brought their own stuff, which they might as well have done, they
could have entered it with no trouble to themselves, and our own supply would have been
admitted with no difficulty. I have written them, ag you will see by the enclosed copy,
and if they get permission to move the stuff, it is left so that it can be shipped with
no very great difficultye.

Just before we move into Manchuokuo, I will have to bring a detailed list of the
supplies which wehave for deposit with the Commissipner, and he will issue a permit for
passage of the entire lot dubty free, and %o pass unopened. On arrival in Harbin, I will
again apply to the police for permit to carry the gun, for which I antiecipate no diffi-
cultye ;




i June 24, 1934

With these preliminary metters out of the way, I undertock to do something about the
rest of our program. There were several preliminary disocussions about what was possible
and what was not; what the authorities would permit and the parts that might be visited
who might be got to go with us in any useful capacity. Obviously the bandit business is
a serious affair, and something that has to be cortended with in every section. The

~ reports of the worst banditry are from the eastern parts of the southern provinces, but
' they are bad too in the directions west of Harbin and the Khinghan mountains,

I have secured a letter in Tokyo to the General Manager of theSouth Manchurian Railway,
Count Ishimoto, and &8s he was about at the top of the scheme, or as near as I could get,
thought it was a good place to start. The SMR has a contact man, an American by the name
of Kinney., He arranged the meeting, and we took along the Japanese head of the English
Division. I explained our purposé and wishes, and the uses it was hoped to make of the
collected material and seeds. Ixhimoto was interested, obviously, though he could not
comment to me on the details. I told them I was anxious to get someone to go as an associ-
ate in the botanical work, and who could speak Englishj; who was agreeable to them, and who
would have the confidence of the military authorities. I specified Mr. Sato of Port Arthur
as the most suitable person, but would be glad to hear of any others., There was a con-
siderable discussion over this which I did not get, of cowrse, which ended by Ishimoto
ealling Sato and having some dilscussion with him.

The gist of their answer to me was that they would like to have some work done in that
regiony and would very much like to have Sate go, providing it could be arranged. They
seemed to want to know if I wanted an associate or a servant, Obviously it couldn® be
both, so I told them I wanted an associate. That all took place on Thursday, and arrange~
ments were made to go to Port Arthur to visit Sato on Saturday. From that meeting I went
to meet one of the Agriocultural men in the crop produstion section, where there was more
talk, and directions about visiting their flield stations at one or two points along the
railroads In the meanmtime, Mr, Kinney said he would get me letters %o influential. people
in Mukden and Hsinking, as it would be necessary to make further arrangements, These are
congerned with the military authorities,

On Saturday the head of the English Dividon came along and we went by automobile to
Port Arthur. Port Arthur is the seat of the Kwantung Government, which means that it is
the govermment of Manchuria. There is nothing else there except the essentials of govern-
ment and the remains of the battle fields, The old Russian palaces and buildings are used
for the government offices. We arrived about ten oblock and were shown into a room, and
met the head of ths Bureau of Information or Propaganda, which ever you think it may be,
and Dr. Sato. Mr, Takawa, the Information man, is a Stanford graduate and speaks English
well, Sato understands BEnglish to some extent, but seemed hesitant about speaking. The
purposes, places, methods, etc., were all gone into again and explained in detail, It was
agreed that Sato could and would go, and the detalils would be worked out without much
delay. Therewas also some talk of a second person to go along in the capaclity of a servant,
who could speak Chinese, for the bulk of the people with whom we will come in contact in
the country speak only Chinese. It is desirable, too, that this lattsr person speak English
so that all in all, there can be no inability to make our way.

A word of explanation is due about Mr. Sato, He has published a good deal about the
flora of Manchuria, and has identified a great many of the plants., He is the botanist that
seems to have the full confidence of the SIR which is no small thing, His regular job is
to teach in the college of Port Arthur, but the semester is about over, and he can go. He
is some official in the army, so that his contact there is well worth while, and he would
go with the full consent and cooperation of the Japanese government, He has been over the
region which we wish to get into, has collected there, smd lmows the places where the sort
of material is that we want, He did H#E know some of the bandit chiefs in that section,
but as these chiefs resign or disappsar for
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unstated rearons, he do ¢8 not now know who he may meeti which 1 s no great
matter so long ashe es the required experience, In every way, It seems to me
to be the best sort or arr ngement for the sunmers one of the best botani ts
in Manchuria, who h a8 been over the ground knows the plants and wheve to

get them, and has the of ficial sanction and good will of the government.
The matter of compemsation hss not been arranged, I vut the (quegtion to them
mmd to him, but “ato was embarrased to disguss the matter, eppec ally as hils
salary goes on with the goveynment., So the other people are going to dlscuss

it smmdwill propose a sala y, which they intimated would be nomihal,

[ The matter of the handlts gannot be ighored. There was a proposal that we might.

i 80 from carp to camp or garrison of ths arm that 1s stationed in the fleld, and

9]

which are scattered in many places over the area, The idea that we are goling to
ansge our own protectlon seemed to be rather remote in our mihds., Sato 'd 1dem
was that a 1little money wmuld get us the loc al protection we might need, and he
seems to kmow'ho w %o manage that sort of thing, But we will bewnable to do other
than to follow the instructio s of the army in the areas they designates, The ban-
dlt season spgems to come to an abrubt end alont in September vhen the koaling
getofrosted down, and the quick place in which %o hide iz no longer available,
That 13 no promise,hovever, that enough of them dould not sssenble on short
notice on %he arrival of a prospeot

We went to Satofs house mnd looked at severs 0f his herbarium shests and
fnébdments, These were collegted 1) ITerent years, bit the grasses would
Indl cate a Imrvest season darly in Septem! which he says 12 about right,
There should be time enough to ge get establishesd there in

4
the north segtion well in Adv nce of the flowey g season. 'ou can see that 1t
1s goling %o ke Imposd ble o cover sny large area ahd really acquire snything,

I have asked “ato to draw up a detalled plan of plages and dates for the resfﬂ

b K ~n e £ 4 ey F o s 3 e " e 5 A8 * B K
of the feamon ;- Oor the duration of the bP1ipDe. He wignta to ta sofhe Bime forp
A
s

thls, so 1t willl not be forthooming for a little while yety, and I am unabhle
to suggest here what 1t will be,

Iln 211 of the schenme there has been no opportunity to take agcount of the
| Roerichs, I wrote them from Tokye and I have writieh them from here but have had

ffno snswer, I englose papers which show something of thelr movemen ts and duties

| and T know the Yapanege papers have had sdditional articles, However, whethey =

| they have abandoned gur part of the expedition I do not know, noxr can I see where

| they are doing an ything to assist 1t on 1ts wayg yel + cannot foregox the

lopportunity to byild up the organlzation 28 we go along; awnd get the means

avallable for the job we have to doj They did not enter throush Dairey, but

( the people we need most of all are here., I am dliged to make these arranges

|ments with “Sato, Because he 18 the best man I can find who is able %o help us,
and probably the pest man in lanchuria,considering that we ayre dealing with

rthe matter<of-fagt Japanegse, I am hiring him, and anothey assistant probably,

; and we are making ouwr plans for the fieid work both as to time and place,

f How this will £it in with the Roerichs lvadership 4n the expeildtion I do not

‘{

\

know, but 1t 1s either a matter of dolmggit now or mot at all, So far asthe
mat ter of provection which the Roerichs will afford foes, I know that the degi-
sion vests with the Japan:ae, even if we are in Manghulwo. If they have done
anything about the matter, they have failed to say snything =ksm to me, but the
Arrangements with Sato abd the Japanese here are going forward satisfactorily, and
any radical Injections or refusals into the schmme ‘may defeat the whole summer 's
| work, It may/be that they assume that I have left eyery degision in thelr hands,
{yand am doing/ not hing esgept be a long time in getting to  Harbin., I can see
Xfrom‘the Papers they have had a busy time of it, and they may have had fo neglect
tsomething, but will take up the minor detatils as the ara pseason draws one
I hope to lzave here during the pregent neel gsometime, and w1l go to Mukdengto
Hsinglking and to Harbin, It 1s 1ikely shat Sato will jofin us at larbin, and we
qill Immediately get to thie desert, I hope to have a wopd at Harbin as I have
had none yet except the cable, and can suggest nd other| address T sonme time
to come, i = |
) A \ }
Before you get thts ne w fﬂEOal year: will have started and the various people

attepae e ) b i ey (s A o B . & - ! 2 . 3
sgattered for the dL@mer.Tmm American news has prscticably dl sappe ared from the

papers, but I trusy *verytiling 1s golhg along in egoellant fashion
Wuth begt regards, Sihcerely, {

\




Dairen, Manchuria
July 1, 1934

Mr., Knowleg& A. Ryerson,
Washington, De Ce

Dear Knowles:

A long week has passed, and while there ought to be much to tell you, actually there

' is very little to reports I am informed from different sources, some of which I regard

as reliable, that it is a common practice to open the mail, so that there may be reluc-

| tance to express some sentiments, which after all may just as well remain unsaid. However,
as the gist of my remarks this week are fairly common property I feel no hesitation in
going ahead.

I wrote you last week that matters seemed to be getting on to the point where we were
about to start off on the expedition. lLast Monday there wgs a hitch in the operations, and
everything was suspended until further word could be had from Tokyo. I am enclosing & copy
of my letter to Mr, Garrels, the Consul General at Tokyo. He had been furnished with full
information about our business when I was there, and has followed it with some interest, so
I felt it quite due him to explain in detail the incidents leading up to the last call on
| his position and resources. Also, it would serve to guide him and the Ambassador in any
' additional steps which they might wish to undertake. The information will serve also for
your use.

There is a little more to add to that. By a devious route the information got to me
that the Japanese considers that there are three alternatives which are possible. One, to
let us go on where we wish to go, with no further concern on their part. Two, not to let
us go. Three, to permit a partial attempt to secure some of the things we want while
accompanied by an armed escort which it will be their duty and privilege to furnish.
Concerning number one, that is more or less out of the question, for in case something
might happen to us there would have to lengthy explanations which would be unfortunate
and satisfy nobody, and be a reflection upon them for permitting us to go on in that
manmer, and upon ourselves for going. Number two is really the course they wish to pursue,
as that neatly solves the whole affair without further expense in this direction to all
concerned, and is the safest policy to pursue. But they do not wish to do that, as there
are some other points to be considered in such a course. There is, as you know, the
announcements that Manchoukuo is now a peaceful country, that one may travel in safety
throughout the length and breadth of the land, that the bandits are subdued, etc., and it
would not be strictly logical to go back on that pronouncement. The third alternative is
perhaps the only solution, and what will come of it remains to be seen.

In the event that an armed escort goes along I can feel no greater security than if
I had gone alone, and the reasons are obvious, B8Since I have heen in Dairen I hxve been
noting on a map as well as I could, the points at which bandits raids have takem place,
the numbers involved, and the circumstances of the attacke There seems to be no reluc-
tance on the part of the bandits to set on soldiers, and usually there have been soldiers
in every party that has been held up. Instances of attack on persons or small towns have
not been so common. The reports are that the bandits make their attack, and then ride
away to the top of some hill, The soldiers spread out below in an effort to hem them in,
and as they are too few to make a ring around the place, the bandits can see from their
point above which is the proper and safe way of escape. I have not seen any reports
recently of the capture of any of these men. I am told that along the railway north the
fields aremarked on each side of the right of way with red flags beyond which no kaeling
or other tall crops may be planted. The bandits get in the kaoling, which grows eight
to ten feet tall, fire on the trains, and then disappear into the growth. The frains
north of Hsinking run only in the day time, and are then preceded by an armed train, ete.
There are reports almost every day of the transhipment of sock and wounded soldiers from
the north through Dairen to Japan.

In the north-west area the reports of fighting have not been so numerous. The best
information which I can get is that the area along the western section of the Chinese
Bastern Railway, which takes in the section I have wished to visit, is regarded as a mili-.
tary zone, and in which preparations are evidently going on in view of Russian Activities.
The extent of the truth of that idea I cannot tell, but there is one very significant
facts There is no news from there. There are no bandit raids reported, no accidents on
the reilroad, and nothing of an unsettled nature. The remark which you will find referred
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to in Mr. Garrel's letter about grasses and seeds being war materials, which forethought puts
them in a special class, and immediately nonavailable to us, may have been developed to fore-
stall our goimg there when the time comes to go. Another point bearing on this matter will
come along in a moment, -

There seems to be this settled policy regarding news. So long as there are discussions
of war and war preparations in the papers nothing is likely to happen. When the news fades
out and nothing refers to it for some weeks there is considerable danger that something may
be about to break. I am not certain that something of the sort is not now going on involving
the region which we wish to get into.

Following the suspension of the plans for the expedition I began to make plans for some
alternative action., After talking it over with Mr. Vincemt, the local Consul, I had the
representative of the Chinese Eastern Railways visit me at the American Consulate. The rail-
road is in the hands of the Russians, though for how long or by what actual arrangement I do
not know. The representetive, Mr. Vickman, is a Russian, and speaks English well, I
explained to him gather fully the situation I was in, and what I wished to do, and proposed
that in case the Japanese rofused me perikission to go into the Hailar region, that I might
wish to go o Russia and work in the region beyond the border beyond Manchuoli. He assured
me that the same topographical situation existed beyond Manchouli as there was on this side,
and that as far as he knew the same grasses and general types of vegetation would be found
there as in the section we are aiming at. T asked about the difficulty of bandit ralds, ete.,
and he seemed to think there would be none of that. However, in case I wanted to go teo
Russia I would need to enter through Khavarovsk, which is the center of the Russian activity
and intelligence for Eastern Siberia. I broached the question of renting a car on the rail-
road to live in in case we were able to remain in Manchoukuo territory, which he seemed to
think was feasible and no doubt would be made available for our use at a reduced figure.

' Pollowing this, he suggested that I meet the Russian Consul in Dairen and explain the situation
| o him, and gt his reaciion to the matter. He would arrange the meeting and act as inter-
 preter, as the Consul spoke neither Japanese or English. The meeting was called for the next
‘day, and I went to the Russian Consulate for it.

At this meeting there were three of us, the Consul, l&r. Vickman, and myself, The situa-
tion was briefly rehearsed for the Consul's benefit. Inlrief, he assured me that it was the
policy of Russia to make every effort to assist scientists in any possible way, and that we
would be entirely welcome in Russia and to go and come as we pleased. Ingetting to details

about the region beyond Manchouli, which they referred to as the Braga distriet, he seemed to
think that there might be a little difficulty there on account of its being in e military
zone, but that even that might be arrangeds When I was ready to go into that region, he
wanted to be advised that he might inform his people there of our coming, and pave the way
for any facilities they might/be able to offer. Also, he wanted to know when I would be

going to Harbin in order that he might advise the Consul there concerning our work and
presence in that region. As an alternative to the Japanese proposition this seemed to be the
only solution in case we persist in wishing to get into the region in question. If the same
grasses are growing on both sides of the border, and we can get to one side or the other of it,
somesthing may be accomplished. On leaving the meeting I told them that I felt compelled to
wait for the Japanese answer and settle the question in that direction before smbarking on any
other plans You will note the reference to military activitg in relation o the previous
suggestion on that pointe.

The answer has not come back from lMr, Garrels this morning, and if none is received in the
afternoon mail, a wire will be sent him to expedite the matter as much as possible, You are
aware perhaps, that on my writing Mr. Garrels he has to discuss the matter with the Embassy,
after which a cable will be sent o the State Department requesting the Ambassador to receive
permission to call on the Japanese Foreign Office, which permission may nr may not be cabled
back, and if agreeabls, he will call there, acqueint them with the facts they already know,
following which some indecisive answer will be sent to the EKwantung Government; and I will be
advised that the process has been completed, and an answer may be expected via the Japanese
representative here. All of that takes time, what with Sundays and other delays entering into
it.

. Another matter which interests me, and which I have begun to suspect is that the

| Japanese may be trying to delay me here until it is too late to do very much this summer,

' and the work may have to be ahandoned because advance of the season. I asked Dre. Sato to draw
lup a plan of work, or route through which the expedition might be conducted keeping in mind
‘the details which had been explained about the work, the kind of grasses which are desired,

and the area from which it was wished to obtain them., The Memorandum which he prepared came to
me thru the SMR, and was evidently delayed both in his preparation and in the transit. We
worked over a set of the Flora of Mongolia and Eastern Menchuria, which is mostly in Japanese,
and picked out a number of species in which we are interested, and drew up a reply to the Sate
Memorandume Im enclose a copy of it. We were unable to make out the places where




the several species had been collected and not mych help was to be had from
any Japanese translation. Like moe t-botanical demcriptions, the locations
are delightfully vague, but many of them s emmed to be alojg ghe ral lroad
right=of=way, which had been dittoed from the previomws logation, to the
point wlere there was little or no telling ahything about it. However,

with this Memo. received, I can now make a detailed answer and this may serve
to acquaint him and the EKwantung Goernment v th the precise wishes we hgve.'
and bring the mtter to a decisive turm,. I have not made a copy of his Memo ,
for you, Bmt it consisted of the lginerary for a grip startinf fpom Dairen
stopping at four places to ollect, and going as far as Manchoull and return-
ing to Dairen all within the sm ce of seventeen days. A gsecond trip would be
undertaken following the same route to collect the seed of any specieg that
might be found useful. The plan had no merit from our point of visw; the
species which he lilsted as available at the several stops were differebt
specles of Astragalus,something of no outastanding value for our work/

In the interim the weather ha s been doing things. I am told that there has
been agreat excess of rain up north,that in Harbin there was only one day
in June without rain, and that there was danger that the river would rise
furthey and flood the town, 28 it did a year or two ago, There are repoits
alo of the excessive tain causing crop failures, that cottoj has all rotted
out, and other crops, grain especially, are going %o be vert sha b, and that
failure 18 certain for a great deal of the farm lands. In Dairen there
was perfect weather until the early part of last week, since shich time there
has be en continuyal rains, and some quite severe, By the last of June the
rains are supposed to be at an end, and July begins with fine weather. This
18 a wvacation place for the people from the inter or north of here and also
from the Chira cities, especia lly Shanghal, Tientsin, and “eiping. "he hotel
is f4lling ‘up, and we have had to vacate our room and taken another because
of a previou s contract for the season. Reports are all to” the effect that
£ season has been late and planting was late that growth has beend elayed
and small in amount due to early drought and that nov excessive rains had
rotted the seed, washed out fields, and was causing a crop failure in the
northern sectionsg., That does not mean that something will not be reclaimed
for the season's work,however, Just whar it means as far #s our work goes I
do not know, but under ¢mditions which have persisted here for the past
week no field work would be possl ble,

You may be questioning what course I have taken as far as the Roerich are
concerned in this matter. I have told the Yapanese that these men are in
Harbin expecting to go with us and that I expect them to be part of the
party when I reach that point. They have had nothing to say of the subject
| one way or the other, and Iam unable to make no answer to that attitude,
There hss been sufficient in the paper about them, the Japanese papers
especlaily, so that there is no mystery about thelr presence hikre, What they
have sald regarding thés work I do not know, but 1t has been suggestedthat
| possibly the presence of the Roerlchs is one thing that is holding up
| mattersythat while they appecar to be received with some acclaim, which is
. more or less of their own making, the facts are that 1t ls the easiest way
| 4o pass them off. The value or worth of a suggestion or intimation is
something hard to estimate, The idea came to me through the Consulate as
being given there from a semi-official source/

I would welcome the opportunity to 8it down and have a talk with you, bub
that seems to be out of the question at the moment, In considering th
gontents of this letter I think I will have to arrange to have it go through
the Consuls te mall via Tokyo. I may be cacling you in a few days about the
Ryssisn matter which this may explain in part eventually. I cannot allow
lesg than four weeks for a letter in transit,during which time 1t becomes
ancient history.

Sincerely yours,
(Mac,.)




COPY

(Usual head)
: Herbin,
July 20ml934

i

Dear Knowles, | }

At last we haye reached Harbin, though I have some doubts about the present
advantage of At. I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Me, Garrels,; Vonsul

) General at Tokyo, whilich will give gou & great many of the details and save me
| the trouble of rewriting a|large part of his letter. I could add more of it, but
of the same tenor, The reagon I have written to him, as T have, %s that he geems
to be greatly concerned to know these things, and the State lYepartment 1g watch-
ing t i#£/thing anxiously. L sried to get some help from them the first pd the
month as/ faras the EKwantung government :was concerned but it was like so much
poison tp them , However, /ve have got on, as far as I know, practically on

our own efforts, though thie Consula here and there have said a word in our be=
half. The rest has conslsfied in wearing them down, Iand I think if nothing

more is sald, the trip may start off from here and get to Hailar. I think it is
gbvious that the Roerichs/do not wat ug along, and will be willing to abandon
\U8 at anypoint where we show the least inclination to remain. But I know that
|had we been on our own, we could have been in the field weeks 8go.

H J

: I : ‘
In Hsinking I arranged/with the Department of Agriculture to have sent tp
Washington & quantity of seeds, These are native grasseg, but most of them are
short=lived, and need %o be planted at once. I will cable to vyou in a day or

two to be prepared to receive and plant them and hope they arrive in good
condlition, |I am g ing 'te ask that the State Department send them through the
pouch, as it will be #mall shipment, atout four ounces eahc of thirty kinds, and
avo id any pisk with thejinspection at point of N try. Most of the samples are

from grasses with whicg they are experimenting and are from M nchurlia, but I
r

know no thing about the specifications, and suggest that thev be handled in the
quarantine house untilithey are ex-mined in growth.

The river between here and Hsinking has washed out the railroad. Trains run
to one end, the pagsenger are ferried around in small launches about six kimmx
at a time, and progeed from the other side., As Passengers are going both ways
at the same time, 'the '¢rossing takes about nine or ten hours. That means
that no baggage is beimg carried across, and very little or no mail, The road
may be fixed n a day pr two, or it may be longer., Here at Harbin it was still v
rising yesterday, and jittle by little was seeping into the Chinese quarter, The
cholera is not expectefl to break out until the river overflows. Or failing that
faterin the summer. Hohever, as soon as our equlipment comes, and I can get
Dr., Satg up from Port Arthur, and probably Mr., Takata, who will act for a
while ag interpreter, pnd of course as officlal spy, we will be able to get

on our way. In the mean time I have to arrange for the shipment of seeds,
which will have to be handled by mail, both from the Experiment Station to
Dairen and from there jto Tokyo. However, anything will be a relief from the
past 8ix weeks. { i

I do not know hwt Whe arrangements will be about out of Hailar or in either.

1t 1s taking 'a month for letters to reach me from Washington, or at least 1t hag
for the two ¢r thriee tfeceived from Joe. I was thining that I might receive

some further ime tructilons from you here, but while the time has seemed intermins
able to me, T realizel that i1t has not been for you, and that there is little

you can say, &

Toether with the Gayréls letter, I am enclosing a co py of the Roerich hand=bi1ll,
As 1 said, this 1is & 6 py made for me by the Manchukuo Government, and ought

1" to be authentic., To hHawe these thrown into every door might not be considered

presumption on the payt of a circus or chalin groeery §tdre; but it has not
helped our case my. I/ feel that the English langusge is but a fumbling medium
for what the Professor wanted to Say; and T am sorry that I was not on hand to
suggoest a word or two out of some special vocmbularies.

ihirust ou are having a cool summer,no that Congress has adj&ﬁrned, and that
€ Prospects for betier times are still ahead. As I am unalle to write to




CoOPpY

NICHOLAS ROERICH

Nicholas Roerich, one of the greatest leaders of world culture, in whose honor
the Roerich Museum in New York has been built, has won international renown as artist,
author, archaeologist, and philosopher,

Of a family, dating on one side to the Eighth Century, to the Vikings of the

. North, and on the other to the most ancient Slavic tradition, Roerich was born in

Ste Petersburg, October 10, 1874, From hik earliest years Roerich demonstrated his
passion for knowledge and beaubty, and his great archaeclogical achievements may be
traced from his boyhood excavations which laid the foundations for his remarkable
Stone Age collections and his present authority as one of the great archaeologists of
hig tinme,

Equal genius was demmmstrated in his art, both under Kuindjy in the Academy &#
Russia and later under Puvis de Chevennes and Cormon in France., 1In deference to the
wishes of his father--one of Russia's greatest attorneys=-=he also went 4o the University
graduating from both with honors. Roerich's pre=eminence in the educational and art
life of his native land was demonstrated as the Director of the School for the
Encouragement of Arts; as First President of the Mir Isskustva; in his brilliant work
with the Moscow Art Theatre and the Diaghileff Ballet; and as leader in innumerable
cultural movements of that brilliant period,

Roerich's masterpieces are in the leading museums throughout the world, such as
the Louwre, Luxembourgh, Vietoria and Albert, National Museum in Rome, etc,, and more
than 1000 of his works are in the permenent collections of the Roerich Museum in New
York, There are also Branches of the Roerich Museum, dedicated to Roerich's art, in
Benares, Allahabed, Riga, Paris, Bruges, Belgrade, Zagreb, Buenos Aires, and other
countries,

Roerich was in London in 1919 when the Chicago Art Institute invited him to come
to America for exhibitions of his works throughout the United States, under its
auspices, BShortly after his arrival he also founded the Institution which now bears
his name==The Roerich Museum=ewith its twenty~four story building in New York and
comprising wide-spread cultural endeavors in New York as well as in its 72 branches
in 24 countries of the world, Roerich's last ten years have in great part been spent
in Asia, where he completed his historical Central Asiatie Expedition with its vast
accomplishments of 500 paintings of Asia, and obtained other unprecented scientific
material, as & result of this Expedition Roerich also founded the Himalayan Research
Institute of Roerich Museum in EKulu, India, where a farereaching program of scientific
research work is carried on,

This veritable epic has brought Roerich to the latest aspect of his worke=~that
of world cultural leader. His latest creation, one which places him in the vanguard
of cultural forces of our day, is his plan for the Roerich Pact with Banner of Peace,
for which the third International Convention was held in Washington, D. C., in
November, 1933, This Pact, devoted to the Preservation and Protection of the world's
cultural treasures and the agreement among the nations of the earth, of their
inviolability, has already been unenimously endorsed by King Albert of Belgium, Pope
Pius, Einstein, Tagore, President liasaryk, Maeterlinck, the International Red Cross
at Geneva, and numerous other official and cultural bodies and individuals, Three
International Conventions have been held for the Roerich Pact, the first two in the
City of Bruges, 1931, 1932, when Dr, Adatei, President of the International Court at
The Hague, was Protector, The Third International Convention for the Roerich Pact was
held in Washington, in November 1933, under the Protectorate of The Hon, Henry A. Viallace,
Secretary of Agriculture, when the Roerich Pact was unanimously recommended for adoption
by the Governments of the World, The Seventh Pan American Congress, held in Montevideo
in 1933, has also recommended it unanimously for adoption by the American Governments,

In his writings and addresses, Professor Roerich has constantly expressed his
admiration for Japanese art and culture, He has also constantly voiced his conviction
of the splendid destiny of Japan in its advance towards cultural ascondancy founded on
its great tradition and its receptivity to the most modern achievements,

Through his wide fields of creation, Nicholas Roerich has thus arrived at his great
cultural leadership, confirming the words of the Hon George Gordon Battle, one of America's
outstanding statesmen, has written: ™iicholas Roerich is unquestionably one of the great-
est leaders of history, Combined with his extraordinary breadth of mind, there is a sube
lime sympathy with the opinions of, and tolerance for the prejudices of others. He has a
marvelous equipment to be the leader of an international movement, He has power not only
to plan but to act, He can translate his dreams into action,”
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Deéeay Knowles,
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My, Enowles A, Ryerson,
Vashington, D.Cs
Dear Inowles
i
I am a long way behind in my writing to ysuland I | see no way of bringing 1t
up to date ,Fach day uk,Agw along sowething ito/be done and the less conspilou=~
cous jOu get put on the shelf, T gsent yo 'a a8t "rom “arbin. Since then
the expeditlion matter has come to & show~down, & “'v. are stlllin the business
But be ‘OJx, I begin on that I should report on 'the i 1 Harbin
train

The krtp leaves “2Ysin at 848 V34 :“” Grogs ”"fzv,ﬁ on the north side befor
before turning in ¢ reneral worthwe st winlch the rallroad follows
to H s The river w 5311 ‘L“, mng b he ”«;x l had spread out
very fay on the north side of the rivey, “arge seatl f suburbs were under
water and the properiles abandoned, On any 1little h@ight of ground or sub-
gtantlial voof, people were tyylng to live down the ;‘f~i A 1 section of
Harbin was then under the water level and wuld be if the dvke was
bro uwu. The danger was from geepage water #nd not"_ﬁ ,?‘ ags the giouhd was

; places, and sewers would s cn pack ups I these on the

. evidence of t¢o much rain. Vister | stood 'y where,The

Irow CI‘OPS «..t-l i loge 1T Bne Y were Lhen ‘b"“‘lt) Tre A n3 had rotted
down, though the ﬁJ‘gang seemed to show l@‘t ﬂwmvgﬂ an any other, On the
vrisi ng g ound the grass was very thlck a all i ing In sight to make
use of 1it. Toward thu pountainsg the “ireams were ng fu hcugh 14 could
be geen that € ; Lc Lafa hL{h@f H“ﬂ rfain fell for aeveral hours F‘”et*ﬁpg

2 &

very hard, and the uond;ciaz

mhe tr in leages s0 as Lo pass: thr uug the flat ry 1n the Y ime,Tha

glves a better opportunity to deal with the b and* 7h

with soldiers, each platfor, ling aom@ each station has a guard of ssverml

men - and eaqech bridge 1§ guayded of Zourfe. In Gthie mountains there are no bandite

80 they are psssed in the night, #n night came on we‘wcre ;efa s %o the foot

hill" the ‘streams were run“ing 3 Aivble faster, but no real mountains could be
een o OV the ains ucgond the #l1ls there is no trouble! of that sort. We
qached Hatlay at - 1. the mown;ngq a

j
A%

Im my ocgasional talks with Gy ﬁOGrich L had always sald tha we - were goling
| only to Hailar, After the baggafe 7g;lktd 4 gave him everything I had brou ght
for him, and took & recelp ”or the inventorlial articles. He kept putting off
hisg departure for no ‘dapparent i dson. mr finelly on the day he 'hmc for his
stuff he volunteered the infa mMLLom tmgv they could not go on |the Friday and
Sunday preceding #8 the trains did no%{rtn oh account of the ﬂlopu. In calling
the ctation 1later about another m*tb sy 1L leayned that the tralins departed and
arrived on time on those two days. In all of ‘our conversations *1@"3 had never
been any mention of the “rofessor. Ih trltnny’g firet I had w‘nt‘uj regards
and made sorie pgesture of being frigndky but at\no time was there sny woyrd
returned, or mentlion of him except An the thind persons In Hartin  no mention
: of him was made 'to me and 80 'L madh no mEnd an onmy part. I.-could never find
.out where they lived, and the telephone nmmben given was B “epariment Store
‘which wlways ”ﬁVr a great -desl of §ruuL*e” L8 uael& ®&8 no one to answer who
could give any information, There wag nevey & suggesitlon that the *rofessor
cared to see u“; we nere completely ignored,

When we aryived mt th@ train on August 1, fhere was the usual
| about p.ss:mrtaitf%nding the car, getiing UiCd@tu, baggage

2

' mattemrs straightened out. Apparently the Haoerlch pﬂv%y ware alres

here was & orowd of Hussian congregated towards the front end of

were busy iy our compartment uher@ were the two Japaness, ﬂr. Lilleatrom of

the Yonsulate was dgvwn to see us off, and other matters ocaipics our attention,

. Ag ‘the day woye on we were in and ouf of the '‘compartment, but nevey ssaw anyone
until ls te in the afteynoon (. Roerich wies glimpsed looking out of ‘the window
on the psssage side, All day a guard sat 1n front of the “rofessors door and non
none of them ever stirred fiom the place, sb Tar as I know. Thelr meals were
brought from the d ning car by the Hussisn servants, snd no one else seemd to
interest them/ ‘

Onarriving In Hallar we were met by a young man from the local t 5
been advised of our coming and had mzd@ a¥rangementas for ug at the qunvse
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the hand stuff on a cart, for there were four of us and start for the hotel.

The Roerilch group were scattered ayound thr‘front end of the train,as I passed
6. Roerich I sald;"Good morning”, to vhich he returned no answer, It was too
neay morning to go to bed. 80 we sat at the hotel and talked untlil breakfast was

readys A

When & sultable time of day arrived we started out to make offlcial calls; going
first to the Army headquarters, The Yfflcer was not easy to find and after going
tg the barracks, his house, and office, finally found him at the latter place.

Y u may recall that I had with me Dr. Sato, the botanlst from Port Arthur, and

P, Takata of the Kwantung CGovernment who is the offlcial Interpreter and a man

of some ivportance in his Bureau, Stephens and I only fllled in the vamant places,

Our visit with Commander Saito was not longe We explained our business , the plans
we had, and the work we wished to do. I had brought a card from the commanding
officer in Harbin, who was the ranking officer over the staff here., Eveything was
verv satisfactory, but there were soje restrugctions to be obeserved, and we Tould s
gsee him again. It was too late in the morning to call on the other police official
go we returned to the hotel. It was raining by this time, which it continued

to do for most of the afternoon.

Apparently the FKoerich party arrived at Commander Salto's place soon after we had
left, for in the middle of the afternoon the phone rang, and we learned that
the Commander wanted us to come over immediately. My, Takata and I went over
and a8 we were expected went in immediatelyl. IXXXXRXXEAXXXRAXXXNARLXBEXAXFXARE 2
In addition to Mr., Saito, there were assembled representatives of the apanege
Consulate, the Cendarmary, the Manghukuo Foreign Office, and the lManchukuo Police
five in all, They began by saying fthat Roerich had been there that morning, and
had said thet the Expedition was apparently in two groups but that he was the
leader of it, and had kept connection with me from time to timey and that he
had the authorit¥ to give me orders., He was leaving for the southern part of the
£ seoction and had ordered me to stay in “ailar and work on plants. The assembled
t groups wanted to know what I had to say to that.

I said that my sutbority did not come from Professor Roerich, that I was ordered
by my Department to /do certain woyk such as T had outlined and showed my Lettey
of Introductlon, That it wss true that Roerich had some commission from the Ses
eretary to do some work, and that the only purpose he had so far as I was con-
cerned was to protect the p rty. Moreover, I had never seen the “rofessor,he
had never sald a word to me and had never sent me a message, Or in any way reves-
led any interest in my affairs &t any time. That I had made all my o ntacts and
isnegotiations without help from him or any other agency except the Consuls in
"% Dairen and “arbin//Also I did not recognizd any power on his part to give me
\ﬁﬁrders or direct my work, or claim that he had ordered me to remain in Hallar,

The statement was translated by Takata, though I think the Cormander understood
enough English to follow me, Also Takata had the Christian Science Mynitor, of '
June 25, in which /was your interview about plant explorers and while 1t could nob |
be regarded as any official spokesman the facts as states were clear enough for
the Commander to rcad, which he did. After one or two more qhiestions L askedwhat
paper of authority Roerich had shown to prove his statement hhat he was in charge
of all of us. This caused great smusement. For when Roerich had been asked to

. ghow some evidenge of authority he saild that he had forgotten 1t and left 1% ;
‘behind in “arbin or elsewhere, Takeata and I were exocused soon after that, with ¢
the suggestion /that we do not stant field work until the matter was settled.

I} i
On Friday morning the four of us went again to the Commander's place for further
discussion. By this time Takata was getting warmed up to the subjeat for the nirht
before the Yapanese Segretary had gome to the hotel and had talked for several
hourse trying;@o get us to come dved and make some ~dmissions, Also they had
found 2 ® py of thelr officlal psper, which they did not know they had, and which
they were anxipus to show to the Commander., It was a copy of the Secretary's ;e tt
letter to Prdf. Roerich, apparently and the same one that wss used in Toky9. There
as a long discussion about the genulneness of the letter, ag nothing about it
£ seemed to compare with anything else we had, and there was in 1t a word or two
Xeminently characteristic of the ' yofessor As to the letter, I had nothing to say,
for it was not my letter or mentioned me, and was not an original in the first
place, As the (iscussion betweemnthe “apanése took place I'n another Yoom frofi
mitie,” I doR not know what was sald or done, Kitagawa, the Secretary, wanted
to get hold of my letter but that did not succeed.

| %A
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snd are figﬁring on sending cuttings when the wood hashardened a little I am
aldo making arrangements to get seed of the native Héingan lounta in pine, whioch
will not be ready uhtil 1late September as I believe &he tree would be very useful
somewhere in the gtates, It is really a “*arix and T think Dorsett knows all
about 1t, buf d4d not have a chance to g2t seced. There may be others, It will

not be expedient to go to the mountains however, as it will be 'too late in the
fall snd the negotiations which will have to be resumed would take too much time.

Incidentally!it was told through the agency of the local SMR Offige that a

party of Americans with three Japanese amounting to 14 i: all were going to
. the gl ngan HMountains in just a few dayse« It turns out that it ¢s the Roerich
: Expedi tion, and that Roerich has promised that all of us are going with him when
' he returns to “ailar, probably &bout tomorrow or for the snesday train, That
| was news %o Us, 80 naturally we are all anxlious to kiow what means are being take
| to insure our going.

* From here we will return to Harbin where I will want to look at herbarium speci-
mens, and collect the seed I have asked to be gathered for us there. That should
not ake a very long time. After that I will have to go to Hsinking, to Kingohu-
ling to visit the expe riment station and final¥y to Dairen and Port Arthup to
spend a 1little time with Sato finishing the decision about the plants, and any
other matters that may come up,

am hoping %o hear from you some suggestion sbout plans after we leave Manchu-

ria, I realize that 1t may be difficult for you to make many decigions in thig
regard in what weems to be far in sdvance of their need. You were going to write
me about your arrangement with Rock, but I have not heard of it yeat; and there
are the plans| for the work next year, Also, there mmgst be some decision made abou ¥
Stephens work! this winter, I cannot see at the Pregsent time where he would gain
\anything by remaining in Harbin for the winter, and I do not know that anything
Uin Tokyo would be ofparamount interest. We have been so absorbed with the troubles
jof this expedition so far that 1t has not been pocsinble to give any attention to
{these future ma tters, md the answer to a letter reéquires at least two momths

from the time I ask 2 question. It may be desirable for me to return to Tokyo

to finish up the matter of ®mntacts with the Japanese officlals for I think that
fiom we have started we should not neglect them, Ve ma- want to return.

This whole business has been watched with more cncern than you may realize. Tt

is the first time in thé history of Manchoukuo that an Ineldent of this kind

has come up, and ow methods and treatment has Leen making precedents for thos

who come later, That will explain some of the délays. Snother thing 18, that of
all the country of Manchoukuo we choose to come %o Hailar, which is the only for-
tified military zone in emprie. For some meason Americans are partioul rly sus-
pect, and while we seem to hsave the sympathy of Commander “alto, and will not ™
be mlegted, we will be urged to leave as soon as convenlent., Not to cause comment
among the other branches of the official circle, we hove detalled to us a young
Gendasme, who goes along with us to the field, but who so far has been very
agreeabile., Any pictures which we take I have glven my word to show to Commander
Saito, and he 1s satisfied with that. We take no plctures to the norkh, nor

do we ‘cross the railwagy right of way, for that 1s where the fortifications are.,
We have the Kwantung Governments with us, and they rule the ® untry, and without
that supporfg we have got nowhere, I am convinced now, that whenver we wish to
return we may do 80,

There may be other detalils which I have overlooked but I think the abo r is &
failr statement if the events leading up to and our official Introduction in

, Hailra, I am not worried that the pther aide of the story will be neglected,
I trust you had an agreeable vacation with Dr. Grenfell and that the surmer
has been a pleasant one.

Sincerely yours,

H.G.Maclsllan




and Fnlow may be back here before you leave the Oriemt, but that should not make eny! /
differemce in your plans for returning vie Russie end visiting the herbariums there and
telking over the poteteo work with Vavileff and his workers. Exchange is terrific, howe
over so you weont want to spend teo much time there I imegine, that is one of the
eempliceting fectors in tho present expsdition. They will probebly come back and geo

- over to Persia and Turkey or some other region early mext spring. Archer is in Seuth
America on the ilmsecticide plemt work. I hepe still te send Rock om his trip this winter
if possibie.

s ere moving cver te the Westchester this coming month. fmma is $%ill in
Califernie and T will got poved over bofore she comes backs 1 c¢alled your wife {rom
Pesadena, didn't gst o chanee to Ury out the mew dpt. Ferd, Will do Chet next time.
Heve nob loecked thrngh my Yelescope Lt onte o fa¥, wiil have & Lotter place
next time you come and 1211 sbart you on your estromemicul sty

There avre & lot of Things I want your Lolp on bask here whon you return wish
you were here now in wany weys for I could keep you busy, weil Une months fly by and
winter 18 not so far off at that, Hearings bofore the budget direstor start the 17e¢h
of nowt ménths

I am still hoving to get domm teo labrador for a short atay aud am hoping to
get Hem to go aleng, he is ewmy this week, bui that isn't enough, he has had & tough
timo of 4%, for I certainly geve hin some tou;,n problams to erack smd it has been &
vax'y trying summers Yie will be gome two we O3y aa'ccniug a boat dowm the St.

Lewrence from Guebes a.f‘ter ceeing the polate wor iz ab Preasque Islo.
Bust riug oifl now for the time and rua aleng hume see yoa soon vie letters.

dnowles

P.Ss (By hemd) Thet momo of the Roerishs re the orgenizetion of the expedition is
thelr oun ides,
Are they delinitely expecting vo g0 ok vo Indie as sume of the
Press notlecs semmed %o indicate?
Om ¢he fave of whlugs wow when do you igure thet the work
thic seasem will close im Manchouluo7? When will you plem o drop down to Neukink and
Shanghai? Reck will bo leaving ilu Woveuber if we semd him,

VALYl write again soon
Uasbily,

Inowiose




Sundey August 11,1934,

Dear ilac
I h;.ve been back here & week tomorrow after @ dizzy six weeks out in the mid end

for west and I hed expected to get a letter off to youlong since. They cepied some of
the letters thet you had semt im and I received them in Pasadens when I got there. I
certainly am serry thet you had to do so much of the detail of the job yoursadlirbut I
sm not surprised. The rest of the perty should have stayed in T okye until you and Ste-
phens arrived and have helped and worked om the details aleng with you and cleared the
pethe= if they could.

I heve received but one cenmunicatiem from George Roerich end thet telling
thet arrengements were sbout cemplete to go imto Jehol, I teook the matter up with the
Secrctary as in owr previous cenversatioms we had decided we did not want to get inte
this eres mor did the Stete Department seem to went us neer there. The Secreatary took
it up with the State Departmert and this time they had no objection to our having men in
Jehol more then snywhere else in Mancheulue, but I suspect & double meaning there.
However, you ere & leng ways off and by the time you get this you mey be in and out of
Jehol. I received your ceble about being sble to hendle the week seeds leter this month,
I do hope you have seme luck im gebtbing seme collections after all the hard work and
dissppintments you have had in getting started. We'll get you decorated with the First
Order yet 11}

The trip west wes interestinmg bubt stramuous, emd rmch of the time it wes over 100
& report came in fram our Heys Fanses Statien this week stating they hed 16 deys in July
in which the T-mpereture was 105 er mora, and it is still geing along that way out there
right now. Corn prices sre up srounf 85 and still elimbing, the erdép is down o one
third its normel emd may go still lower, The drouth is & netionmal calamity of the
first magnitude. I 2idn't get info los Angeles at all, wes home but overnight, the
first Saburday wo go: South, them went on to Arizoms and Uteh with Tugwell end party,
then ceme beck and hed o Sundey snd Mondey the latber spent conferring with Thackery
end Herbert in Pusadens, zoing o2 te Riverside the next day and then east, I spent last
Sumday with Richey at Columbus, he ig still sut and wontt be baek vntil next Saturday
or Sundsy. I have been doum here al the effice atil day “oday working on & reprt on
emergency activities the Secretary wanuts temorrow, wo got the request Fridey afterncem,
suspect thet the Presldent wembs some dope en how things ars zoing now thet he has ceme
back. Om teop of that I heve been working on budget estimates mest of Yem went inwhile
I was awey but they left seme of 'em for me o round out so it has been a busy but quiet
Sundey, no imterruptions. It has been hot and sticky but a young cloudburst is just
overhesd and has cooled things off & lobt. I'll head home ond write a lether or two
there and spsnd the ovening reading for a chenge get a little mental ventilation before
tomorrow,

The Secretary asked me to tell you he is very anxious that you work wvery
elosely and cooperate with the Roerichs in every way, I told him you left with every
intention of doing so. I haven't seen auy letters that may have come to the Secrebiry and
den't lmow what may have been writtem but I assured the Secreféry that you would play
the game to the 1imi® but thet you had %o go ahead on your owa on & lot of these matters
for the Reerichs had not remaised to meet you as was plamned, snd that the only wmy Yo ge
get things dene was to do bthem s you went ulomg and assure yourself that your plans
could go shead, I have beem nmazed at the press comments. Yime earried an account of the
favestiture of the Hmperar. You are ceriainly having e diplometic row Yo hoe. I will be
interested in hesring things frem you first hand whem you retwrn this winter. Westéver
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTIRE
Bureau of Plant Industry
Washington

Hailay, lManchuria
August 17, 1934

Mr. Knowles A. Ryerson,
iy

Wash

o
ngton, D, C,

Dear Knowles:

During the past week there has been some activity in the collestion of herbarium
8 ens and some seed, A few of
pers] d : It looks as if next
week would begin the heavy harvesting, and that it might be fairly well completed
within two weeks or so, That does not mean, however, that our work here will be com=
pleted, as we will attempt to ship some grasses wrapped in wet materials so as to
reach you with the minimum of delay. I am quite anxious to have ‘ghe grasses reach
you, a8 they seem to be well worth while, and no other way exists this year of
calinming them. After that I am concerned about the dry land willow, Also, I am
trying to locate some of the native elm species Lo be tried there for resistence to
the Dutch Elm Disease, I have not worked that method out, but I think that I may be
able to gather them near Dairen, If they have been hardened off by frost, I believe
they will do to ecarry to Shanghai, and possibly out in cool storage on some round-the-
world liner to be delivered in Wew York. I hesitate to make any promises about things
like that, for I cannot predict what will happen between now and sailing time,

Taile s wholly sand, 'The lower sands have a dark T and oontain
some hums The upper sands are a light tan, and are more often wind blewn, . In the
plains are frequent wide depressions, which in my opinion have been made by the wind
blowing away the sand. These sands seem to be fertile, and need only water to suse
tain & considerable grass cover. The surprising thing this year has been the large
amount of rain, I have been able to gather no relisble rain messurements, but it
must be large, Since we have been here there have bsen several days with heavy
rains, and the promise is for more. The river is still running bank full, shows no
signs of lowering, and is to be compared with last vear when it was dry. As I said
before, the rains have kém made everything grow, and there is no way of telling what
grasses resist the drouth and which do not, At least the seed of all of them mst
be very hardy, or they would not appear under favorable conditions, The quantity
of seed we will get will not be large,

N
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August 17

I think the Roerich matter has come to a temporary close so far as my immede
fate participation is concerned., They returned yesterday from their trip to
the south during the day yesterday, I did not see them, nor did they make

any attempt to see me, 8o far as I know. Through my private sccret gservice I
was given an outline of their itinerary. The left August 4, 8ol ing to Ganzusum
$o the Tongollian lonastery, where they stopped the fifth and sixth. They left
there on the seventh golng to “andagaya, where thelr truck broke down. They
remained there the next three days, leaving on the llth for Chansnoru and
remained the next day., On the 13th they left for a spot on the Ga River, where
they camped as they did the previous two times leaving there on hhe 16th to
arrive in Hailar, Their collection amounted to 190 species and a total of
afdxxpmxinxx 150 species and a total of 900 specimens. They had with them

as you my already know, a Rusasian botanist, Taras P, Cordte®f (Cordeev).
Vhile these fiJur.s may be subject to some correction, they are essentially
gorrect.

The Wednesday train was & day late going east, = hey were able to take
t last night Thelr destination out of here 1s Ilings resort on the eastern

v &

slope of the Yreat Hingan mountains.

I anticlpate the usual uproar concerning nonscoopesration and probably will
have o answer a good many questions when I get back aout the reasons for
doing what L did. I think I can answer all Questions onsmy ppdnt. As each
development came about naturally from the time we landed in Yokohama, I believe
angone can trace the steps by which we got to Hailﬂr, and determine the r easons
for making each move., If at any time this metter becomes embmpassing to you, I
will be glad to furnish you with additional information on any point tnwt
seems not clear. As you are always a month behind me on these matters, it
may have secemed necessary to vou %o wald for the next development. But yo. will
recall I too have been without the benefit of any guildance in this affair, =o
that on my part I am a month u@n’wd your advice., At best, 1t has been an
awkward matter, and I am glad to have 1t reach this point,
I am interested to know if you had any hand in N.E.Hansen's trip to Eagtern
Siveria to collect grasses., If he goes to the Smur regl on, a8 the information,
£t will be just north and perhaps east of here. 1 do not consider 1t particus
larly dry land;however, though I may be mistaken in that point. His arrival
there ould not have been much ahead of ours here, I f so, he should get
something.

Sincerely yours,

lag e
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UNITED GTATES DEPARTMQT OF AGRICULTURE
Buraau of P;ant industry
Washington

Plant Exploration and Introduction : ¥ailar, Manchuria
August 29, 1934

Hr, ¥nowles A. Ryerson,
Weshington, D. Cs

Dear inowles:

The month in Hailar is eoming $o an end, and before
long it will be negessary to think about other plans.

Arter the preliminary sheke dewn things went along fairly
well herey The aapaneaa I brought along were most useful,
and I gan think of no one who Would have done us moMe | good,

fhetever the Russian botanists lnow about the Manchurian
‘plents, they kmow 1ittle more than Dr. Ssoto ot best, e’
left some days ago, but not before we had located end
named -everybhing we will be able to gather, After leaving
Hailar Sato went to Manehoull for & few days. On his re=
turn he said that there was nothing new at Manghouli, and
not sueh satisfactory collecting as hers. From the trips
we have had out ou the plains I am satisfied that we will
have secured practically everything tho country affords in
the type of plen% we wank, There is an edded advantagze
here, 1 think, in that some of the ravines that lesd dowmn
to the river plain 1s quite rich in vogstation, and there
is much to be found in a short disteance, I have put it
dowa to the sheltering ellect from the wind, The sesds :
are not blown away as they ripen, Of course the sesda that
vlow from the plains must lodge smewhers, but eithsr the
lodging is very scant, or the winds wither and deatroy tlie
seedlingss The ravineas are the same soil ss the plains, a
fairly fine sand; and they do not seem to show any signs of
excess wolatures Hone of thew are any desper than what you
¢an thyow your hat out ofy but the wind subsides thers and
gives the seeds a foojhoid, JAwong the seede we will gather
are some which I think are new to us, and some which should
bé verguuselul,  You will be disuppointed at the quentify;
I am myself; yet I think they can be multiplied at home with
less expense and trouble than we ¢an go to a Turther search,
Looking over the plains shows only the few we have found
here, and I am satisfied to have settled in this one spob
and mede & more thorough job of i1%s It may well be that the
dpring oy early season would produce something we hgve aot
seen, but for persistence the latter ones may be more useful.
The hey that comes into town to be sold around the horse .
market has many of the grasses and vetches on cur list. All
of them seem to be grazed where animals have a chance to eat.
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It is time to make some definate plans &bout the coming
winter, .and to think sbout the spring and stymer to Coues A8
you know, I will return to Harbin from here, and my estimate
is shat it will be about the middle of September when we got
away. There are some willow snd apple euttings which I want
%o got, and hopoe %o have thean harden off by that tims. Frost
is not far away, and whon it comes 1 am sure 1% will be very
positive, Winter sets in with listle delay after the summer
has gone. In harbin I am expecting to get some seed from
‘the Russian botanist that I asked to put his doys to work,
‘and while they may not be as drouth resistant as the plants
hore, may have something usaful among them, Frem theve I
will refuyn to Hslnkling to meet the officials again, stop at
the SMR Experiment Station en route, and return to Dairen.
There it wilil be necessary 10 make the rounds of the Kwan-
tung Covernment and the SR, for it is entirely dus to thelr
nelp thet we got any whers at alls I can see no point now
in returning to Tokys, and unleas I have word from you to do
80, will not gc back thers, From Dairen I expect to push
off for Shanghal, My guess on scheduls is thet I should gat
to Shanghai during the rirst week in Octou..r, cortainly be-
fore the tenth of the month,

¥hat Your program is for »e i China 1 40 not know,  The
plans we imde last siring may have changeds: lor was there
any very definmte plan o 1%, You were going %o send me the
eorraspondencs with Rock, but I have never received it, He
mey have nmade asuggestions that have altered your entive outs
ilooks The whole thing, ss 1 see it, will heve to be taken
up afresh, and considered on the merits of the momeni, You
wanted me to see Larson, snd T think it osh 8%ill be dong
this fall, sither A% his place at Pangkieng, or in. PelSping
in ecase he is down or about to cowme down for any reason et
2ll, Where Rock is, and what he can susgest is enother very
vital matter, e pay have started for Yunusn, and it may be
negensary to chaseafter Wim,  The ‘plen 1e, T vresune, 10
make arrangemenis for work in Chinese terrifory rext suumer,
and that may be more of & job than you realize., In all of
thess mstters 1 need samething 1o g0 on. A8 the ocsnter of
Infomation, snd foeal point £6y 1%, you 6sn meks morye pood
fuggestions than enyone else, and you can see that I need
whatever you can pass on,

There i something you mey not kuow, I believe all of
Yhess eprrangements heve become mueh moye dirfioult to meke
thap Ye= gver been the cases hetore, Chine is in o very dige
turbed state, and there is so much intrigue of sll kinds go-
ing .on; that one hng o work quite s vhile to be understood
and their motives appre¢iated, I do not think the State
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Departient gave ug very smch or very useful information in
Washington, That may have been hecause we did nok Imow
what to ask for, or bagauge we werd not more speeific im
our =lana, Since being in the field I have put 1t down %o
gnother reason,  I-thiok thers 13 a Yot they do not knoWs
It iz true they felt they could sive mé no help, or at best,
a minimum on acdount of the Roerich entyy into the picture,
but on other things I have net Telt thery were Too well ine
tormed, They may keeyp truck of the larger movements, maj
khow whet shifts tlere heve been in the -besn population, the
number of sarpet tacks and sutomcbile tires the olher exporé~
ing naticne ave trvinz to slip in shead of us, Their diplon-
 goy mey be perfects Nor do 1 meen 40 say Whay they will pot
“Ao what thev ean when it is vpessible %o 4o enything. Uhat I
mean is that we have to Toot oub a lot of the faces, the men
in the loeal zovernment departments, and discover the ways 10
get what we reguire, 411 of that jakes time. 1 can see Vory
well that I ean spend some tiwe in China getting lined up for
Work mext grring, getting the vequired information together,
and saking the egouaintande of the people who can end will
help Uuse : i , :

- Another problem ‘ie whet to do with ¥r. Ctephens, THe was

a good cholPge for tho grass vwork, seems %o Xnow the grass
habite, ard has displeyed & good deal of energy end intelli-
gont interest in the whole gress rroblem. EDut exoept a8 &
witness he has not been much help on the other arrengsments,

| The plan %o settle down at some mongstery end. transiate some

| tresctine op botany or Hgriculture hsw more nerit than sense
to it. These lenguages are not @68ys . I heve yot to see any
of the loeul reoples ¥he unGerstood cach other very well, The
Japanese carbainly do not undorstand sach other with say real
assurances. There is always doubt as %o whet one peans when
he sreaks, &8 you would see by obserwving them for = while.
Unlesa there i@ going to be a continued atudious effort on
Stehene vart 44 0o in for Ohivese, the 19itial ‘effort would
not be worth while. To eit eround Chins Zor gix months will
add nothing to the program either, . He has nothing to offer
toward a solubions So far az geonomy goes it would be  jusk
as wall ‘o have him come home and work on the sesd thet ere
being sent over; propegate scre of them, and lcsrn a few of
the facte that might be useful in the fisld, I 'do not think
$thex ean be done over here, In addition, there might be &
halnful morale olement o for as he is concerned in having
Lin oome homo. - Certainly it would be no mére expensive then
naving him rersiin over hers until the sesson starts up sgain,
Hamever, you may have already made bBome suggestion about it
whieh will tumn up in the mail ‘one of these days.

T do not know what the upshot of the Hoerich affalr may
be, and it is as likely &8s anything that I em coming home to0,
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as soon as I ecan get pulled out of heres HNothing about
that =ffaiy would surorise me.  No Goudd they ard thelir

patron will agree that I handed theém prefty draatic Sroat~
ment, and will feel oblized fo do something about - 1t.

I wish you would writa ne at Shenghai as MHilly: ag Fou can
what you went ma % do Durthers I will remain bhore w*rbi’ i
hear Prom you, a3 I think there will lLe plenly OF ovcupy me
for some time aften I reach tharae, Tha mails will "-em-‘*
there moré sulekly than hale, and any resacnablas aitanitlion
$0 the mutier should provide an 'anawer by the $ime I nead
ite. I thixk thers is a Uy 8¢ Hawy radlo station:there, and
thit messeges can be sen$ by aprlying to the proper peraons
in Washington. However, I 4o not recommend cables for any
zeneral ronarks, unless jyou use the State Departumsny code,
and aven then ‘.t unf-inko an uvoeanifodtable expensa.

Thar’e will ba othoy mattors I 311} have wished hrought$
to vour attontion, T know, Mt this #ill . be sufficiant %o
give you a alve. o my ;ma::ent naads,
With bast regards froa us o all concarned,
Slnserely yours,

T

He G Hoolillan
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p. 3.

I have made no reference to sesing Vestover and Enlow.
in Rusgia, 7The 1little that has drifted in from various
sources indicates that they had a difficult time getting
under way. All the professions of friendship that the Ruse
sians make seem to ¢ome to an uncomfortable end. I will
depend entirely on you, of eourse, to decide what shall be
done about ny seelng them.  In ¢ase I go across Biberie it
might be well enough to start from Vliadivostok and go arcund
the Amur country, Just to get a coneeption of it. I know
now what to expect between Harbin and Borsya, It will depend
somewhat where they &re to bé found, and whether the rellroad
ig funotioning a8 it ahculd by that timne of year. ;

If it is propcsed to work over . tamd Tibet next ym
you will depend on Roek for the plan of work, I presump. In
this conneetion there is a very good summary of the political
situation in Tibet in a new monthly published in China called
< "Opiental Affairs", I think in the August number, It has sesmed
| %o me® that there might be a chanee of getting something good
| from the Himalaya country, going into the higher regions north
of India, The slevation would add some hardy element to the
local grasses, and the southern sxposure would not be too much
for our needy regions., To do that I presume one might get on
the ‘best by making contact with the British out of India, for
they have some oonoesaions of a sorts

Ag a general round-up of stuff in this reg:lon. the winter
might offer something in Australia, I think the last I could
find was that the chances there were not so good, but I do not
know what could be suggested by people who are bettar asquaint-
ed there.

My fesling is that we lack a great deal of intimate in-
formation about any of these places, not so much from the
scient ific espects as from the psrsonnel, the method of .
dpproach, and the politiecs involwed. The world is no longer
as 1% once was, and I think we engounter that fact leas at
homes than anywhere eélse, I think oo, that it might profit
8 good deal by knowing who can do things for us in various
parts of the world, and keep well enocugh in touch with them
80 that sheir loecal travels ean be used to our adventega, A
4ittle stuff coming in from time to time would not be so very
expensive, and often i% is the eceidental or opportune collector
who runs on something which is most worth while, Bub unless
you think I am getting too expanaivo, it might be better to
wait and tall: abcut such things,

Mac




