Naggar, Xulu.
4th February,1936.

Dear Miss Grant,

Vour cable of the 31lst ultimo about the vicious statement
emanating from the Department of Agriculture, and the retraction
exonerating the expedition by the same department which followed the
next day, caused great surprise. It is unbelievable that a governmen-
tal department could do such a thing. Zvidently the statement of the
30th was calculated to influence the decision of the judge at the hea-
ring of the 31lst January, and thus we have a direct proof that the
trio succedded in using the channels of a governmental department to
achieve their own ends. In itself it is eriminal, and we can only
explain the whole procedure by an utter ignorance of governmental usa-
ges on the part of some persons.

I spent the last two days copying for you our correspondence
with the Department from June,1935 to January 30th,1936. e are sending
all copies by boat mail, and I wish to draw your attention to the fol-
lowing cable received from the Department:

Sept 23, " We ask that there be no publicity whatever about recent
expedition there must be no quoting of correspondence or other viola-
tion of department publieity regulations ¥FD.Richey ". I presume that
we have the full right to show copies of our correspondence to our
attorneys, and that this act will not be construed as a divulging of
correspondence. As you will see, the correspondence is of purely
businesslike character, and there is nothing in it that could be inter-
preted as a reflection on the good name of the expedition's leader. -
You will also see, that the expedition was transferred to Kuku-nor,
and that we had to refuse to follow this recommendation on account of
the political situation in that region. So that all statementis and ru-
mours about the recall of the expedition are fundamentally untrue.

The transfer of the expedition to Xuku-nor was in itself an impossibi-
lity, and could only originate in the head of a person ignorant of lo-
cal distances and present conditions. In our letter of July 27th we
strongly protested against the insinuative articles which appeared in
late June in the "mited States and in the American press of the ¥War
Bast., All this fear of Cossacks reminds me of the war-time German car-
toons depicting bearded Cossacks devouring newly horn babies, candle-
sticks, and, I believe, cats., In those days these colourful cartoons
did more good, than harm to the reputation of Cossacks! John Powell,
the author of these articles is a well-known "@haracter" in China, and
some of our Chinese friends offered to us to take action against him,
as he is widely known as a mercantile journalist, and has frequently
printed false and insinuative information. While we were in Shanghai
I made an attempt to meet Powell, but at that time he was hiding in an
asylum, as the Japanese military were after him for printing slanderous
reports about the Tmperor of Japan.

You will see from this correspondence, that our Report on
exploration accompanied by a complete photographic record, and eight




maps has been completed and sent to the Department on the 27th
January. A copy of the text of the report will be sent to you
by registered boat mail. Please keep it in a safe.

As a constent witness at all our preliminary conversations
with Mr.H.A.Wallace, you know the original plan of the expedition.
Prof .de Roerich was " to lead and protect " the field party, and
I was to assist him, act as interpreter, and collect data on the
local materia medieca. Tww botanists were to conduct the specia-
1ized research. However, as you know, the two botanists deserted
the expedition on their arrival to Manchuria, and preferred to
remain in the town of %hailar where there was a strong enough Ja-
panese garrison to protect their precious lives! We had to enlist
the services of competent botanists to carry on the work., No extra
funds were transferred to us to enable us to engage salaried bota-
nists, and Prof. de Roerich had to exert his influence to secure
the cooperation of well-known scholars free of charge. For a time
we thought that the Department would replace the two botanists by
someone else, but then nothing was heard about it, and we were left
to decide the matter ourselves. Frankly speaking, I do not unders-
tand how an artist and an orientalist were supposed to do botanical
work without the assistance of specialists. Tt was natural to appoint
Prof.de Roerich to lead the party, for,as you know, Americans are
neweomers in the Ceniral Asian field, and that up to now most of
the work on Mongolia has been done by Russian explorers and scientists.
Turopean and Ameriecan explorers, ignorant of Mongnlian or Russian,
often find themselves in the dark when they start the study of lMongo-
l1ia. Only recently Prof. Ferd.von Lessing of Berlin, a coworker of
Sven Hedin, published a book on Mongolia, and in it made a number of
sad mistakes whieh he could easily avoid, had he known the works of
Russian scholars.

There now remaingto be settled the various financial matters :
partaining to the Expedition. As you will see from the correspondence
a number of equipment and subsistence itmms have been suspended by the
Comptroller General, and have been resubmitted by us, A number of our
coworkers, including Prof. Gordeyev and Dr.Xeng, joined the expedition
staff without salary in return for subsistence and field equipment, and
we do not see how we can charge to them these items, Our collectors and
drivers received minimum wages of U.S.% 15-17 per month plus susbsis-
tence and field equipment. A man who was sending most of his salary to
his family, and keeping for his own expense less than U S.% 3 per month
could not possibly equip himself or pay his own subgsistence., I fail to
understand the Comptroller's reasoning in this case. The purchase of the
second-hand Dodge car has also been suspended, and resubmitted by us.
How the Department expetddd us to solve our transport problem, I do not
know. We have been instructed to sell our camp and field equipment.
Since most of it was left in China with the Ford Agent in Kuei-hua, who
undertook to dispose of the property, we have to correspond with him,
and it takes almost a month for a letter to reach there, It ‘s evident
that we cannot accept some of the suspensions, aadiitwould mean quite a
considerable outlay of personal funds. We are doing all we can to expe-
dite the matter, as we are anxious 'to regain our freedom of action.From
the above you will see that it will take another two or three months
to settle the financial matters of the expedition.




I am enclosing a copy »f the last letter received from the Department
dated December 27th,1938. Most of it is self-explanatory. You will no-
tice that they keep our salaries for December and Tanuary until the
settlement of all financial matters. Apparently such are governmental
reguddtiens. The amount which they claim for refund of the advance has
been actually spent by us on field equipment, and the purchase of one
motor car, which items have heen suspended by the Comptroller General
bt have been dlready resubmitted by us, and it is'expected that they
will be accepted. I shall send with the next mail a copy of my reply
which I hope will be approved by our attorneys, since we cannot wait
two months for their opinion. A report from China on the sale of the
equipment is expected shortly, and will be then forwarded to the De-
partment. We shall he interested to hear from you, and to know the
advice of our attorneys re the claimed refund. Please note that Mr,
Riechey states that " you will be reimburse? for any items which may
later be allowed for payment ".

With cordial greetings and best wishes,

Yours very sincerely,




. Naggar, :

26th Febhruary,1956

r

Dear Miss Grant,.,

we have received the second lot of clippings from the
3Lst January. contnining the: co ontinuation of -the slander, and the
Nepagtment's retraction. As stated in our to-day 8 cahle, we, con-
‘gider: the retraction quite inadequate, since. the, statement abhout
sur alleged dlseha*aeﬂhes not beenr retracted. It is clear that.
they have intentionally ﬂlolﬂte“pfetc4r he termination of . the Expe-
dition's fle‘dwork and: transfer.to india: as a. disecharge. 1 also note
that inm one of the clippings /: from the. N.Y.8un / At is stated- that
the Department received .only 206 packages:of seei o Thig ig san: inten-
~tiena; false statement, and I,an sending here a list of all material
forwarded: to. the Nepariment. and, acknowledged by thenm. Duriag the
period of our fieldwork in the lar Hast t‘e FQ‘JOWﬂng materials had
been sent . to. the Pepartment:- Fap ey

QJVVemetle &c*ba*wum COL1PC+Pd in Barga andfthe'v"lngqn “ountalns.

.

,”) Ee*b&“*un ot ”oagh+~rests»1ng plan*s, end. forage-plants from Barga

2]

SE BEd T e b i : -+ ~and the ¥Fhingan regien.

.

3). Herbarium of MOd nal »lants from Yorth Manehuria.-

4) ”olleetion ( Q3 qumbers ) of Materia ”édlca from Nerth Manchuria.
This collection was ecompanied, by comn’e*e *ecord on the-use of
the varions itens 1n tne colleetion: e
B) Colleetion;of Tibetan Materia lediea ﬁoeord ,p te the rGyud+bzi, the
. .ptandard work on “ibe*an medicines A i
2 8) "ollectloﬁ of .Tihetan medieal texts; end med*enW oﬂn"ts
7) A eoﬂv1e+e ﬂap a? the. Iqmer Joxuo ian *egion in 4 sheets. The origi-
-nal’ of. the.map had heen shown to.you by Dr.Brescmang'so that you can
go on record, 1f necess *y T xenv nhc*o ,u+ic copies of this map.

.
~

8)f49 lots ox,qeedq from ?avwa aﬂ* +“Q ”H1ﬁgan "eclon.

é) 436 lots of s@eds from. Innerw ﬂongolia and ¢ patl ( ‘¥ vaalayas\
colleeted during the fieldseason of 1935,

10) A.systematic. qewbarium of . 1169 numbers collected in Tnner Mongolia.

12) A ve~e+at10ﬂal mav oF *he Inner oﬁgol-un veylon in two. _sheets. The
first map of its kind to be prepared. We have taken photographs of
the maps befo*e sending the. origlnale to the Depar® ment

13)_Sy°tema+ic herharium co’lea*e& in %pitl ( W? Hiﬂalavas) 192 numbers.

14) Complete photographic reeord with annotations.




15) Report on explorations in Barga and Inner Mongolig..A complete
copy of the report had been sent to you for your iniormation,

You know how Maemillan and his companion itried to Jeopardize
the expedition's fieldwork in Manchuria during the rield season of
1934, The aelays in tne summer of 1934 were éntirely caused by them
and you mugt have copies of their correspondence with the Department
and our replies to their allegations.

As stated in my letter of the 4th instant, which I hope you have
never notified of a discharge. The Expeditien had
¢ FKuku-noer in the end of August, and this we had
to refuse on accou 1 conditions, 1t was always our in-
tention te terminate our rield work in Inner Mongolia by Sept.25th
as the seeding season is over by that date, We have sent you copies
k l% our cerrespondenece beginning with July,1935, and from it yéul
will®tfe actual situatien. In the interest of trutk, the Department
should make a elear statement, based on facts, and not tocpermit false
statements. in the Press, which ean always lead te a libel suit,

ers of our Derfence Committee angd
al facts. Therefore DPlease acquaint
with all the
above facts. ' t ways te make
these facts k i

We do-all we ean to expediate th pedition's equip-
ment, left in charge of Mr.G.Soderbom in Kue i-hua, Sui-yuan., we expeet
to receive soon his report and his remittance which will be then for-
warded to the Department through our attorneys, for we are of the opia
nien that it is impossible'for us to continue direet,correspondence after
the events of January 30th, We also wish to make it quite clear, that
neither Prof,de Roerieh, _ e any intention to apply
for an extension of servi The rumour,therefore,

Please note that total of seeds collected during the whole expeditien
was 485 lets of seeds., Dr.Y.L.Keng, our otanist on the Inner Mongolian
expedition,vinfqrms me that the species of Agrepyrum / No,748 of our

herbarium 7 may prove to be 2 new species, and T am awaiting his final
report. :

I am sorry to have to tell you, that NMother's health is not at all
good. You can easily imagine the terrifiec tension, for betrayal is never
easy. We are heading towards great events! ,

We all hope that your Mother feels better. I know too well how wWor-
rying it is. Please tell Mrs Sutro that T have read with the greatest
interest her Uemoirs, especially the account of her last Journey,

With all best wishes,

Yoursg always,




Marech 10th,1936.

Dear ‘fiss Grant,

Please find enclosed a letter addressed to
Riechey and a s? 1t ment of expenses incurred in
(68 ¢

D th covering documents. This. letter and state-
ment, please forward to k”.lichey through our attorneys.
On Sunday,lareh 8th, we received the follewing
ca»Lﬁ from Richey:~ i
WoVaur renort gives ne account of YMay Tune Tuly nineteen
thirty four please give fullest possible details vour
acgounte in these months so our record may be comnlete
Richeyas" ; : : /
To this we rerlied as ; r cony enclosed which
nlease nand over to.our %bﬁ riey
Ye 4id not include an account of the.period Jay-
July ,1934 in our Report on 92#’ ot ioy for two reessons:
L) The petriadd of May-July 1834 was fully covered in our
reports to the Seeretary of Agrisultu: dated July 20th,
~Qet.last and %4th,1834, Conies these reports had been
gent to you for yeur in mati I . am . enclosing an exhre
copy of our letter-report dated Octoher 1°J;1Qu4 Please
let. me. now whether you have keg pies of the reporis
datﬂd July 20th and
2) Dr.Bressman-in his :
the Hegort en exploratien.should uOﬂ
only; roate mens and hoton*aog*c rWOOL
therefore drafied cco“ ing te this. direction,
You Wi71 note: from our Report on explorations, a
which had heen sent to vou, that we neither included
acconnt. of ouz stay aad work in Peining in winter
period was covered in our: periodical re-
v of A'flch‘udie and Dr,Bregsman whe
the expadition matiers.
the Depertment is not in possession
of our re eports sent frem Harhin dealing with the lacmillan
case, and is probably unaware ofrthe fact: that we possess

5

eopies of the 4gemillan correspondence. We shall he glad to




give all details of this case, and send them copies

of our reports dated July 20th, Oct.Ist and Oct.24th,
1934, I am enclosing for your files a copy of a cable
received in September 1934 from the Secgmdary, an extra
copy of his letter to Col.Saite, though you must have

a copy of it in your file., This letter is interesting
hecauze it clearly states the organization of the ex-
nedition. Also wish to refer mou to the Department re-
lease which appeared. in 40 napers in July 1934 and.whigh
clearly states that Prof.de oerlch was Leader of the
‘expedition, and that I was 1nvit d as an expert on Cen-
t+=nl Asiatic tongues, and not as botanist. I also en-
close . a copy of a letter written to me by Mr.Vazykov,
gecretary of the American Consulate in Harbin, The letter
is in “nesian and T am not sending a translation in order
not to make this pnresent letter foeheavy for airmail,
Mr.Vazykov's letter is interns*i“ﬁ hecause it shews that

te was alse ingnorant of the where-

abouts of Z; Macmillan unﬁ'hisvms~ ociate, and hHecause

it 1s writt by Russian employee of the Ceonsulate, and
thus DfOVGa tnnu .uaulala are employed by ‘wv“1can COoN=
cerns abroad. Vou will remehber lMr.Garrels' statement '
‘that % of all the people in the world® to travel with in
this part of the world, the l;st anes to cheose are.Rus
sians”, Wr.?q_rels was- the ican Consul General in
fokve, and T do not know frem.WJere'he got this infeor-
metion which was repaated in Haemillan's correspondence,
Anvhow 1t seems that the ponr consul was ufferiﬂg from
acute ”uwsophobla. In some parts of the world thig is

a partieularly virulent qfflleatlon, You must possess

copies of the Macnlllan correspondence, and this will
certsinly interest our attorneys. 3By the way, we have
received,clippimg" from the Paris edition of the New Vork
derald cont 1iqin, the slanderous story of Jt m.30th,

1+ seens ths the T'nl*‘ed Dregs and the Assogiated Fress

g0 ahead Wl*H their story. e shall be interested to hear
ahout the 1libel qul*% planned by our attorneys. We all are
hard at work and know the coming vietory. Tt is unfortunate
that Mother con+1nue% 4o feel herself not s» smood. Of course
the strain is enormous. But hetter days are eoming! With
cordial greetings to all, '

the Ameriean

Yours very sincerely,




Mareh 15th;1936,

Dear Miss Grant,

please find enclosed a copy of another cable
from ¥Mr.Righey dated Washington Yarch 12th and & copy
of our reply through HMessrs Plaut & Davis. I am also
enclosing the requested particulars for the period May-
July 1934, and a covering letter for Mr.,Richey. Plebse
nand over the letter and the particulars to our attor-
neys for transmisc on te Mr.F.D.,Richey. I wonder why
they need another statement about our activities during
May- July,1934, The period was fully covered in our letters
to the Department of June 5th, July 20th, Octever Ist and
24th,1934, From the enclosed particulars you will see that
we have made a full statement of the Macmillan case without
mentioning the fact that copies of his letters to the De -
partment are in our possession, sent to us by the Secretary.
Our letter of Oet.24th,1234, contains our answer and corments
on the aemillan corresnondence, Before writing the encloged
particulars, I went oversagain the whole of this "immertal®
correspondence. Indeed one mey say, that paper stands a lot!
In reading through the correspondence, it struck me as inte-
resting that one of the worse letters in the whole lot was
written by Macm. te Arthur Garrels, the Consul-General in
Tokye, dated July 20th,1934, Now it is"8Pten that officials
of one Governmmental department communicate in such a way with
officials of another department. In this letter the botanist
certainly went out of his way, and the whole procedure certain-
1y gives ample foed for thought. T s5lso wigh fto draw your
attention to Ryerson's letter of October 15th to the Seeretary.
His stotement that " there was no single leader on this expe-
dition, we sent them out with divided authority" explains the
whole nonsense which happened during May-July,1934, and whiech
we could explain to ourselves at that time., It is ¢lear that
while Mr.W. was thinking and acting along one line; his subor-
dinates were doing something quite different, with the result
that the expedition waos unnecessarily delayed due to'the actiens
of Mr.%aemillan and his associates.




Ryerson's letter also contains another illuminating

passage which a quoto in extenso:

" Trom the time of the appointment of the R-s, the

barrage set in within as well as without the Department.
Explorer friends of mine openly questioned my sanitye.

Others said T was directly jeopardizing you as well as

the Pres., The R-g were accused as swindlers, mountebanks,
and imposters or hair-brained visionaries. When accounts
came out in Time and other papers I was laughed at and

the expedition razzed. Will Beebe only gave my encourage-
ment and even he questioned the organization bhack of the
Res « 3aid they were being played for sueckers by wealthy
Jews", This para is interesting from several peints, First
Mr.Rver; must have an extraordinary =2bility to colleet
libelous informatiom =and gessip, secondly it may help te
discover existing centres of slander. It would be very
interesting to find out from Mr.Ryerson the source of his
information. Perhaps our attorneys will find a way to dis-
cover the original scurces of this slanders We know that

the botanists havebeen very active round “anchuria, Japan
and Yorth China in slandering our name and spreading false
information., Vou know that 1 had already & very strong con-
versatiomwith Tattimore on the same subjeet and other mem-
bers of the "mbassy in Peiping. Twe Americans were once seen
in the Feiping Grand Yotel talking about the case, and appa=-
rently fully helieving the hotanbsts statements, Such cases
'were quite numerous round Peipings -and only show to what
extent the harnful netivity of the boltanigts spread in the
Ameriean cololay in the Far Zasts. Did you see Mrs Pruyn
Harrisen at the Museum 2 She was a géod and helpful friend
in Peiping, 2nd promised to visit the Museum én her return
te the 7SA, Her address is ¢/o Gerard Trust Company, Phila-
delphia. Perhaps vou could come in touch with her, she was
well informed of the Peiping atmosphere, and could he help-
ful. Tt is alse characteristiec that while Prof.de Roerich
and myself were frequently invited by foreign representatives
in Peiping, the Ameriean Imbassy abstained from invitation.
We were only cnce invited by Mr.Bd.Clubb, one of the Seere-
taries of the American Imbassy. At that time we thought that
sueh was the status of agricultural explorers, but now I am
inelined to think that theee was more behind it all. Xajor
Constant, the Assistant Military Attache, was the only friend
ly and helpful person, andlremember with pleasure this con-
tact. I hasten %o finish this letter, Tith all hest wishes,

Vours cordially,




Hareh 16th,1936

Dear Miss Grant,

We have just received yvour cable of the 1l4th inst,
and L nasten to forward you copiesof available documents.
Neither Prof.de Roorich nor myself remember having signed
an agreement form in April,1934, Ve were notified of our
appointments by etelegram, a copy of which is enclosed.
e also received notifieations of our appointments a copy
which is alsec enclosed., In my case the form was similar,
only instead of $ 6000, stood % 4600, I am also enclosing
a eopy of the ILetter of Authority dated April 11,1934, The
subsequent “etters were similar in forms ihe Letter lists
our duties a2s collaborators of the Bureau of Plant Industry.
You will note that we have carried then out to the best of
our ability under existing eircumstancess I alsc enclose
a copy of a letter from “ir.Mahoney. Before receiving funds
for the expedition, we had to execute a bond for & 5000 each
to enable us to keep government funds. This was done Dby
nyself in ¥ashington, and hr Prof.de Roerieh in New York
in the presence of My, ahoney snd yourself, We also £filled out
personal data forms, and gigned a speeial formas instructing
the Department as to the disposal of our bodily renaing in
ecase of death during the expedition. This is all, as far as
1 remember. I am also enclosing a copy of Mr.W's letter dated
Sept.27th,1934, which 1is important as it states that he fully
approved of Prof.de Roerieh's actions in Japan and lianchukue.
Veu mus have copies of our correspondence witn the Department
during April,1934, as the letters had been written with
your assistance and coples were left in New Vork for your
files. "he letters were dated April lst, 14, 16,12,11, & 21,31
also the very first letter of March 22.

The enclosed letter to “r.Richey with the partieculars

for Yay-Tuly,1934, should be sent through our attorneys in a
clesed envelope. In haste, yours always,




Grant,

Pleage find enclesed o letter to Mr,Richey dated
with two enclosures, and a copy Bfr yourself,
equires no explanations., I hope yon have receis

complete copy of our Report on explorations and copies

our correspondenee. Sinee you rmust have gopies of corres-
rodence covering the peried preceding July,1935, our attorneys
will be now eoble teo study the whole case. We ars doing our
utmost to speed up the sale of expedition ecuinment in China,
but you know the distances, =nd that even
from here takes ene month to reach Falgan. At the =ame time
it is noet so easy to disvose of field equipment at »nresent,
due to the general‘situmtion in North China and the
of .earzyvan routes leading west towerds Mongelia and
Turkestan., One ef our representatives in Manghukuo has
us the enelosed clipping containing the slanderons story
issued by the Dept. Please note that there is net 2 single

wersd said @pout the retraction. The Manchuris Daily News

is an Xnglish language newspaper published by the South




Manchurian Railway. The cable is ealled Special to M.D.N.

and its wording 1s interesting. I also enclose a copy of

a passage from the R,M.Minutes of Fehr,20th,1935, This

para contains a memorandum on the conversation helf bet-
ween “Mr.Sawada and Mr,L.Yorch., It mentions the "activity"
of 'two American scientific men whe were resnonsible for
some’ of “the articles whieh apr in the'f&panesevﬁnd
Jananese~control’ Russian press in Harbin, This is in-
teresting.
Looking thkoough sopies of vouchers submitted by Moem. whieh
were gent to. us, I £1i interesting thing i exaﬁple he
paid a Russian guide in Harbin the sum “UH 96,00 for
While'we ' paid Mex.d 45.00 per

S. Thus we'cennot he“aceused of spending
lavishly 'inele Sam's money.
Tt beecomes rather difficult %o correspond with the TNepart,
and net to mention the outrageous story' of Jon.30%h, but
at the same time their failtre to nake a proper retractien
gives us i clear case. You will he interested to hear that
‘ene of ou¥ Apropyrum’'speecies has proved to he a fdew one and
has been ecalled by Tr.Feng A.mongolicum, Thus we have one
new species of Agrépyrum and the discovery of Timouria Sapozhe
nikovi /in: Inner Mongolia, thie grass heving béen known to exist

in the Tien Shan only, With all best wishes and many salams,
Yeours always;




Dear "rangces,
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the Japanese which upset all business. I hope you
have received my letters of Febh.4,26,March 10,15,16,
and 19th, as well as the phetostat copies of maps

L
'4

attached to our report on explorations, You did not
nention e £ any ¢ e above listed letters,
in yvour recent 2 ttera BB Dr nd Mme de Roerich.
The letters contained
te have your opinion.
hope you
in a paragranh of
tie correspond
by next beoat,
girtalas could he in & suit the
the attorneys Cﬂnﬁpwﬁlh*;

After all

attorneys know best, We have sent some More

of the slanderous stery of Jagn.30th, from various

evidently someone took great care to spread the slander,
One of the clipping from New Zealand etates that "informal
protests® were r eceived by the Department. T wonder from
where they got this information, We know that neither the
Tapanese, nor the Chinese or Mongolinns made =ny protests
either formal, or informsl. The only source could bhe the
Legation Quarter in Peiping, which is only a hig village
with all the gossip characteristic of such places.




