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SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

ASHINGTON

¥arch 16, 1934

Professor Nicholas de Roerich
210 Riverside Drive
Hew=York., N Y.

Dear Professor Roerich,

On behalf of the United States

Department of Africulture I am asking you to lead and
nratect the botanical research group orranized by the
United States Department of Agriculture to search for
drouth resistant grasses in the central Asian field,
Your unusual understanding of central Auiw growing out

f your many years 6f experience will make for the great=
est success of these studies,

Appreciating your continuing cooperation in these
matters, I am

Sincerely yours,
(sgd) lenry A+ Vallace

Secretary .

(Fote: Tne misprint on the
second line has been left
as in the original),




THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON

March 16, 1934

Professor Nicholas de Roerich
‘ 310 Riverside Drive,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Professor Roerich,

On behalf of the United States

Department of Africulture I am asking you to lead and

protect the botanical research group organized by the
United States Department of A griculture to search for
drouth resistant grasses in the central Asian field.
Your unusual understanding of central Asia growing out
of your many years of experience will make for the great-
est success of these studies.

Appreciating your continuing cooperation in these
matters, I am

Sincerely yours,

n

Sarf P
J‘\:‘_/Q/w,tﬁ_Aa, O MJ

-~

-

Secretary.




Yarch 22,1954

"

113
i

fhe Zonorable Henry A, Val
peeretary of Agriculture
yepartment of Apgriculture
imghinpton, D.C,

ace,

Dear 'r. Secretary,

In continuation of our conversation, I hast to ouytline the wvarious dataeils
regarding the expedition to Central Asis, which should now be debermiied:

1, 'ie have inguired as to possible ssilings to Japan around the

or beginning of ¥ay. The ship leaving April 20th --the first

considered~-is a slow boat and necessitates our leaving Tew

which would no' allow us the necessary time for organization., e h

decidei to plan our deperture on the 8,8, Chichibu Yaru leaving San Francisco
en Pay 3, and arriving in Jepan on Jay 17th. This would mean that owr depa;avya
from lew York should be scheduled for chbout April 26th, Allowing aboul two woers
in Japan, we should probably reach Manchuria the very beginning of June and the
expedition could take to the field sometime between June 20th and June 25th.
Considering that according to reports the winter has been extremely sbvere
throughout the region there, there is likely to be a late spring and we would
regard this as the best time for the most effective work,

2. Confirming the preliminary lists discussed with you, it would e best to
acquire certain equipment before leaving Amerioca, such as Prismatic compasses,
field rlasses, some gifts for local notables and natives and whatever perscnal
firearme will be necessary f{or protection,

Be 48 stated in my list, we sho:ld have all maps available of the region, and
as you mentioned these would be procurable through vour department,

4. The clothing, camp equipment, medical supplies,etc, can be conveniently mcquired
locally in Harbin:éhid will save the fost of transportetion, Probably 156 pan

had at much lower prices there than here, The botanists of the e ition "111

to secure for themselves their Lotanieasl ecuim pro i

have to be taken from thie country., The detrils of this we could tallk

botanist.

b« Je would recommend the following exred gljnary ‘ﬂigb“,ﬂl the besis
Head of Expedition g
Chief Botanist
Assistant o the Iisad
Assistant Botenist

of .one

Technical Assistants
Two at 31200

Subsitance,365 days fo
members oD the party 7,000

Caravan and miscella~
neous 15,000
Equipment 3,500

Railroad and Steamship
transportation for 3 3,300
$60,000




The Honorable ® A, Wallace,

£

& customary, in regard to the general plan, the mombers of the Fxp-dition
d be considered as on service, as of Arril 2,1934, e would surprest that
arrpugements be made for an sdvance payment of balary before the departure, covering
on< th

third, so that the members amy'm ske any necessary advance personal arrangements,
Subsequent payments should be made through a Japanese Bank {possibly the Pank of
Chosen) in Harbin. In view of the dif fficulty of getting dispaetches into the field
at shorter intervals, we would suggest that arrangsnents for four-nonthly payments
be made,

In regard to the transportation funds as well as a part of the ea:ipment
ipproxinetely $200) it would be best to make these available ‘
rould be possible to proceed with necessary arrangements. It is also nece
> funde for subsistence and caraven expenses, equipment etec., he
of June

mmedialiely so

‘r'v,r

nede av ii

It is best to arrange for the centralirzation of reports, those to
head of the Expedition to t Le :;z&ry of Agriculture,
8. As is customary, it is necessary to.carry a general letter of introduetion Prom
vourself, addressed to all whom it may concern. I, case of temporary semarations

in the field work it is best to have separate letters for the inii-idual members of
the Zxpedition,

I believe,lr. Secretary, that the above points cover all the necessary data.
dhall also ascertain if the Consul General of Japan is to be in fed Torv on
&pril 4th and inform you, so that r, Ryerson may plan to visit Hew 'k, in
order to expedite any matiers in regard to visas,etc,, for the bOtahl&u

you of our pleasure in cooperating in the Expedition, and with the

ident anticipation that it will afford new scientifie possibilities to
believe me,

Very respectfully vours,




April 21, 1934
9

310 Riverside Drive
o7 York, N.Y.

3

-

The Honorable Henry A/ iallace,

Seeretary of Arrisulture,

Department of Agriculture,
hington, D,.C,

Dear 1r., Secretary,

m pleased. to inform you that this morning . Ryerson visited me, and
friendly conversation of two hours, once more revbewed the entire
hidng In accordance with lr, Ryerson's suppestion, we fully agreed
it was preferable to limite our summer field work to the region of
ingen mountains,

Hr. Ryerson also mentioned the fact that a previous expedition of the
Department to Marchuria (the “orawt mxpedition) was provided with a militery
escort, Japanese or "hite Russian. Of course such an escort can easily be
arranged if necessery,. le also mentionel the eesil ability to come :

toufh with and possibly engage on the staff a loeal Hussian bot

proper qualifieations who eould n;,ist in the \r“ and ﬁﬁr‘uws

part of the work after the return of Dr. Yac”illan to the "nited tLtat

Offcourse it is understood that there will be the fullest cooporation between

the mits of the Ixpedition, and if, as 'r. Ryerson propoced, for any reason,
Dr. 'ec’illan feels personally uneasy about going %o any region, we shall net
insist on his coing, for him at least, to sueh region. ¥r. Ryerson also
suggested tl during the winter months, ¥r. Stevens might find it advisable
to visit the Herbarium of the Izperial 'miversity in Tokyo or some other
research institution in South Manchuria in order to complete this data,

Ryersen also stressed the importance of having a Japanese assistant partie-
cipating in the Expedition, This of course can be arranged in Tokyo. /e will
certainly be pleased to adhere to these suggestions of . Ryerson.

ith cordial greetings from Prof, Roerich and myself, believe me,

Very sincerely yours,




2ofifsy. |

3
“ear'Mr.Wallance,After a considerable delay the two botanists

have finally reached Harbin yesteraday evening. I feel it to be

my duty to inform you of some or the racts in connection with

their passage through Japan and Manchukuo. It appears thnat the

two men have not a clear picture of the organization of the
expedition and altogether disregarded our advices contained

in my letter of May 23rd which was handed over to them by the

US Embassy in Tokyoe. For some reasons they kept us in the dark

as to their plans and movements. Instead of calling on Mr.Teiji
Tsubokami at the Foreign Office in Tokyo who was expedting them

to assist during their passage to Manchukuo, and on Mr.Ma, Secretary
of the Manchukuo ILegation in Tokyo, they proceeded to act through

a different channel with the result that they arrived to Dairen
without a visa a started negotiations at this end, all the time
keeping us uninformed as to their plans and movements, To my letter
of May 23rd, “r.Macmillan answered writes-in-his-letter-of-June-Frd
that- answered by letter of June 3rd stating that he had no time

to make the contacts and arrangements you suggest. To-day he
informed me that he did not call on neither Mr,Tsubokami, nor
Mr.,Ma. The next letter from him came on June 20th a copy of which
is herewith enclosed. To this letter I answered by letter of

June 23rd A copy enclosed/ urging him to keep me informed of

his progres and to wire in case of further delays, Had he called

on Mr.Tsubokami as directed in my ltter of May 23rd, he would have
had no trouble with visae and Customs. During Prof. de Roerich's
passage through Korea to Manchukuo, the authorities have shown
utmost cooperation. We were met by the Japanese Consul on the
Manchukuo frontier at Antung, and all our baggage and arms were
permitted to enter Manchukuo without examination. I know that
similar courtesy would have been shown to Macmillan and Stevens
had they followed our instructions contained in my ltter of May 23rd.
Teo my letter of May 23rd I received no answre and had delay our
departure from Harbin. On May July I7th we sent the following
wire, and receiwved the enclosed reply. Apparently htey had moved

to Hsinching and started negotiations with the authorities without
informing us., We plan to leave Harbin in a few days for the Khingan
Mountains and Barga. I do not know what the plans of Mr,Macmillan
will be, but it is time to start our field work, and we feel it
impossible to delay it any further, Meanwhile I have collected
material on the local materia medica and have made the necessary
contacts with local medicine men., Due to dhe delay I had to send
an assistant to the Xhingan Mountains to collect medicinal plants
and seeds ahead of us in order $e- not to lose any time. The local
authorities are giving us full asistance, and I am sure to be able
to report good results in my next letter.
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d customs, During Professor de Roerich's
passage through Zores and Yanchukuop the authorities have shown
utmost cooperation, We wewre met by the Japanese Consul on the
Manchukuo frontier at Antung, ang all our baggage and arms were
permitted to enter Hanchukuo without examination, We know that
the authorities were ready to show similar courtesy to the twe
8 of one rarty headed by Prof. dé Roerich,
ur instructions contained in our letter of
To my letter of June 23rd I received no reply and we
had to delay our departure from Harbin. On July I7th we sent
the following wires Macmillan, c/0 American Consulate, Dairen;
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impossible delay furthey field work stop Fiela work permits
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lected mate 1 the loegal materin mediea and have

he Necessary o logal medicine men, Due to delays




Washington 82 20 20 5 49S Hsin SF

IC Proressor Nicholas Roerich Tschurin Roerich Harbin

Regret exceedingly insuboraination Macmillan stop Am recalling him

and Stepnens H.A.Wallace.




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULIURE WASHINGYION

September 27, 1934,

Professor Nicholas Reoeric
Tschurin & Company

Torgovaya, Harbin, Pristau
Manchuti-Kuo

b o W TY e 2~ oy DA -~ 4 | P
dear Professor Roerich

Supplementing my cable of this week recalling from the expedition Dr.
MaecMillan and Mr.Stephens, I am writing to express to you once again my
regret and indignation at the insuboraination of these two members of the
expedition, I feel that their actions, serious enough under normal circum-
stances, have placed in jeopardy the success of the expedition as well as
the safety of its members.

Please be assured that you have my complete confidance and approval in all
"your actions in regard to the expedition.Once,again,I wish to thank you for
your cooperation In acgecep ; the leadership of this expedition since I regard
your suthority in the Central Asiatic field as second to none,

Lest any further obscuration of the matter arise,I have written to the
American Consuls in Tokyo and Harbin-as well as to Colonel Saito at Hailar
and enclose coples of my letters to them for your information,

I sincerely hope thet matters with the expedition,unfortunately hampered
by the actions of the botanists, will now continue most advantageously for the
complete success of its purposes. Great public anticipation has been aroused
by the expedition due to the sad situation caused by our unprecendented drought
this past summer and I feel confident that this work under your leadership will
meke available to this country,plant material which will nelp decidedly in
making eventually possible greater human happiness in thewestern plains area.

T wae delighted to learn through articles inm the Japanese and Manchurian
press which were brought to my attention here of the gsplendid reception
which you have received both in Japan and Harbin. I am not surprised since
I am well aware of the high regard in which you are held there. Permit me to
congratulate you for these tributes to your great personal accomplishments,

Again expressing my appreciation to you and with sincere regards
to you and your somn, I am

Sincerely yours
signea)

Seeretary

Enclosures.




Harbin,

Ist October,I934,

Dear Mr.Secretary,

The following is 2 brief report on the sciemtific
activities of the Expedition. We arrived in Yokohama on the I@th of
May at IT P.M., and the same evening proceeded to Tokyo. Two veeks
have beén spent in negotiations with the Imperial Japanese Government ;
and the Manchukuo authorities. On receipt of the necessary permissions
to carry on sciedtific explorations in Manchukuo, our party left Japan
on the 23th of May, accompanied by Mr. S.Xitagzawa, Japanese Secretary
to the Expedition recommended by the Foreign Office in Tokyo. We pro=-
ceeded direct to Harbin in Manechukuo via Xorea, and on the #Ist of May
at 6 a.m. arrived in Harbin, where we establised a base to complete all
arrangements for the proposed expedition to ZEastern Mongolia ( Barga ),
the Xhingan Yountains and Jehol. Our original plan was to start for the
field by the end of June and to spend the month of July in Barga, and
the month of August in Jehol. However we were obliged to delay our departu-
re from Harbin due to the non-arrival in time of the two botanists who
were detained in Dairen. In our letter of May 23rd addressed to Dr.Macmillan
we had outlined 2ll necessary steps to be taken by him on his arrival to
Japan. For some unknown reasons, the botanists disregarded our advices
and proceeded to negotiate with the authorities on their accord with the

result that the expedition had to delay its departure, and remain in Har=-

bin the whole of July awaiting the arrival of the two botanists/ The whole

situation has been described in our Memorandum of July 20th forwarded with

copies of correspondence between Dr.Macmillan and ourselwes.




Beé¥een June 20th and 2°nd we paid a visit to Hsinching, capital of

Manchukuo, to complete negotiations with the Manchukuo authorities.
Mr.Xitagawa, the Japanese Secretary, remained in Hsinching until the

28th of June planning the route and discussing details with the Xhingan
Provineila Government, During our stay in Hsinching, we had the honour

of being received in audience by H.M. the EZmperor of Manchukuo who very
graciously expressed his interest in the purposes of the Expedition.

On the arrival of Dr.idacmillan and Mr.Stevens to Harbin, Mr. G. de Roerich
visited them at the Hotel in order todiscuss plans. Dr.Macmillan however
expressed his intention to start as a separate unit, and even did not
think it necessary to visit the ILeader of the Oxpedition. We therefore
exchanged letters, copies of which have been sent to you for your infor-
mation, and decided to start with the field work, We left Harbin on the
Ist of August for Hailar, accompanied by Professor TePsGordeev, whose
services as botanistshave been lent to the Expedition by the Museum of
Noeth Manchuria. Prof. Gordeev volunteered to Join the Expedition without
salary, his travelling expenses to be paid by the Zxpedition. Prof. Gordeev
is a well-known scientist who had made a special study of the sand-dunes
areas in Dastern Mongolia. Dr.Macmillan and ¥r.Stevens were travelling

on the same train and in the same ecar, and during the whole journey avoi-
ded meeting the Leader of the SZxpedition or any other member of the party.
We arrived in Hailar on the 2nd of August early in the morning and at

once proceeded to make final arrangements. However the Chief of the Japa-
nese Military Mission, Colonel Saito, requested us to delay our departure
for a couple of days as he had to ask us several questions in connection
with the arrival of the two Ameriecan botanists. On the 2nd of Aug, Prof,

de Roerich, accompamied by Mr.G. de Roerich, and ¥r.Kitagawa, paid a




visit to the Japanese Military Mission. Col.Saito stated that the

local authorities were under the impression that the Expedition was
headed by Professor de Roerich, and that the permission to proceed

with the exploratory work has been granted to Professor de Roerich.
Dr.Macmillan had made a statement to Col.Saito that he did not con-
gider himself a member of Prof. de Roerich's aprty, that he had to
instructions to this effect from the Department of Agriculture, and

that he intended to proceed as a separate unit., Col.Saito requested
Prof. de Roerich to explain the whole situation. ¥We agreed to explain
the matter and promised to bring the next day documents to prove the
correctness of our previous statements in Tokye and in Hsinching.

On Aug. $rd, took place a second interview with Col.Sa2ito. The Chie?

of the Xhingan Provincial Police, and Chief of the Foreign Dept. of

the Police were also present at the interview. We showed him a photo-
stat copy of your letter of March I6th,I1934, and Col.Saito asked per-
mission to show this letter to Dr.Macmillan who was gsitting in the room
next to us, When Col.Saito came back ke told with utter surprise that .
Dr.Macmillan considered the document to be not true! After discussing
the matter, Col.Saito expressed his satisfaction at oud explanation, but
stressed his utter surpifse at the strange conduct of the two botanists
who seemed to disregard the instructions of their own Chief., He strongly
advised us to proceed as a separate unit, and stated that the two botanist
will be permitted towork arround the city of Hailar within a specified
areag We consider thissstrange action by Dr.Macmillan and his associate
to be a deliberate attempt to disorganize the Expedition and saw distrust

in the minds of the local officials. Considering the present situnation

in the country, their unwarranted action almost brought about a very




grave and serious situation.

On Aug. 4th, our party left Hailar and proceeded in two motor
cars to Ganjur Monastery, situated some I75 klm, SW of Hailar/ The
Monastery was reached on the same day late in the evening, and several
days were spent collecting in the vicinity of the Monastery situated
in a typical desert and steppe country. Particular attention was paid
to sand-dune areas. NDuring the stay in the Monastery, Mr. de Roerich

conducted investigations in the local Materia Hedicq and copied a

medical manuscript in Tibetan, andiEnglish branslation of which will

be prepared. From Ganjur, the party proceeded towards Arshan Yamen,
situated some 20 klm, SW of the Ganjur Monastery, and then past Dzangin
Sume towards Xhandagai. During the journey extensive botanical collesc~
tions were made by members of the party., In Khandagai, the Expedition
spent three days collecting in the locality. The next stop was at
Tsagan-nur where extensive collections were gathered, The return journey
to Hailar went through the valleys of the Guen-gol and Imin-gol.
From Hailar, the BExpedition proceeded to the Xhingan Mountains and
established a base in Barim. Two weeks were spent in:the Khingan Moun-
tains. At present the following work is proceeding: -
I) Seed zathering in the Xhingan Mountains and in the steppe country
round ManeXkou,
2) Study and arranging of the botanical collection zathered in Tastern
Mongolia and the Xhingan Mountains,
Collecting of information on medieial plants and gathering of a
representative collection of medieinal plants growing in North
Manchuria. Translation and collecting of Chines- and Tibetan mediecal

texts,.




Preparation of scientific report on the botanical results of

the summer field work in Barga and the Xhingan Mountains.

We propose to resume field work in Jehol and adjacent regions on
the edge of the Gobi desert as soon as the collections will be classi-
fied and the first scientific report duly completed,

To-day we were told at the Ameriean Consulate that Dr.ilacmillan

and Mr.Stevens has left Harbin for the States via Dairen,

With best wishes from all members of the party,

Yours very sincerely,




corYy

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON

October 3 1934

Professor Nicholas Roerioch
Tscuurin & Company
Torgovaya, Harbin, Pristan,
Hanchuti-Kuo

Dear Frofessor Roerich:

The President to-day requested me to ask you for
a report concerning your observations and explorations
on the edge of the CGobi Desert. He also asked me to
transmit to you his request that the next time you are
in Washington that you arrange your affairs so as to
spend an evening with him, HHe mentioned this to me once
before several months ago, but I neglected to transmit
the request to you,

I trust that matters are now going more smoothly
and that you and Ceorge are in the best of health,

Sincerely yours

(sgd) Henry A, Vallace

Segretary.




COPY
DEPARTUMENT OF AGRICULTURE WASHINGTON
October 17, 1934 .

Professor Nicholas Roerich
Techurin & Company
Torgovaya, Harbin, Pristan
Hanchuti~Kuo,

Dear “rofessor Roerich:

A week ago on & lovely October day in the middlewest
I thought of the sixty years which you had devoted &0 suce
cessfully to advancing the cultural interests of all mankind,
And I thought then as I think today of the deep significance
of the symbol of the Banner of Peace,

As you know, I have been designated Plemnipotentiary
by the President to sign next April 14 on behalf of the United
States the pact indicating our adherence to your original con-
gept with its symbol comnsisting of three spheres enclosed by
a cirecle.

Doubtless you have received by this time a copy of my
recent Wook, "New Frontiers”, on the title page of which you
will find a representation of the Peace Pact symbol, Un=-
fortunately the book was published so hastily that I had no
opportunity to see the page proof, and the Peace Pact symbd
appeared up-side-down, I have communicated with the pub=-
lisher both in writing and by word of mouth and am assured
that in the next edition this error will be corrected.

I trust that you and George are in the best of health
and spirits.

With nighest regards, I am

Sincerely yours

(sgs) Henry AJVallaee

Segretary




Harbin,

24th October, 1934,

Dear Mr.Secretary,

In addition to our Memorandum of July 20th and our letter of
October Ist, 2714 with reference to certain statements made by Mr.
H.G.Macmillan in his correspondence, we have to state the following:-
Mr.iacmillan's statement of June 9th regarding press reports and
interviews given out by Prof. de Roerich shows an absolute lack of
understanding of the whole situation. We never ignored the Embassy
during our stay in Tokyo, and vistted it several times, We do not
understand ¥Mr.Garrels' strange attitude towards our letter of May

23rd to Vr.VMacmillan. This letter contained very definite instruc-

tions and was drafted following a conversation with Mr.Grew, the
U.S. Ambassador in Tokyo. During this interview, we requested the
Ambassador to extend his asmistance to the Expedition, and showed him
your letter of March I6th., The Ambassador seemed to know about the
whole matter. He advised us that because of the very delicate situa-
tion with the new State in Manchuria, it was better for us to use
our personal connections in negotiations with local authorities,

We did not see the American Consul ( Mr.Garrels ) in Tokyo, for not
being American citizens, there was no matter for us to discuss with
him, In his statement about Mr.Teiji Tsubokami, Mr. Macmillan shows
again utter ignorance. Mr.Tsubokami, as Head of the Culture Work Bu-
reau of the Foreign 0ffice in Tokyo is in charge of all scientifie
work proceeding on Japanese twrritory, Xorea and the Xuantung Penin-

sula, He is not the "propoganda officer for Manchukuo " as stated by




Mr.Maemillan., Mr.Tsubokami's assistance was necessary to obtain

the cooperation of Japanese Consular Officers along the route of

the Expedition. *he result of Mr.M¥acmillan's objection to a visit

to the Manchukuo Legation in Tokyo, was the unnecessary long delay
experienced by him and his companion in Dairen. ¥eofecdévRderdwplimen-
tary visae from the Manchukuo Legation without any trouble or delaya.
Mr. Macmillan is again entirely wrong in stating that our party
visited Mukden and had negotiations with local authorities there.

The Memorandum to which he is referring and your letter of March I6th
were shown by Prof. de Roerich at the Foreign 0ffice in Tokyo before
leaving Japan, and were commnicated to the Manchukuo authorities

by Mr.Tsubokami. We were never stranded in Mukden as Mr,Macmillan

asserts and experienced noddelays. Our only delay was caused by the

non-arrival of Mr.Macmillan and his companion, His statement about

our visit to the Japanese War Ministry is absolutely rediculous and
afain shows an utter ignorance of loecal conditions. A visit to the

War Ministry was necessary to obtain the cooperation of Japanese
Military authorities. As far as we know, Mr.Grew, the U.S. Ambassa-
dor, never visited India during our stay there. He knew about the
Roerich Central Asiatic Zxpedition while serving with the State Depart-
ment in Washington. The Ambassador was fully aware of our coming, for
he had received a letter from the Roeriech Museum in New York, which

he admitted. The Consul's assertions that " of all the people in the
world to travel with in this part of the world, the last ones to choose
are Russians ", seems more than strange, for precisely in this part

of the world most of the Railway Police and Railway Guards are Russians.




All expeditions both Japanese and foreign employ Russians as
collaborators. All foreign firms employ Russians as their repre-
sentatives and agents. The same is true in the case of Consulates
and Banks,

Soviet visae were absolutely useless in Manchukuo, and caused only
unnecessary suspicions, All statements about Japanese suspicions
are entirely wrong. The entire trouble waé due to Mr.,Macmillan's
own actions., Mr.Macmillan's nervousness about insacurity in Harbin
is rediculous. Had he proceeded as indicated in our letter of May
23%rd, he would have had no troubles with ammnition. The ammnition
is now deposited ﬁith an Arms Store in Dairen in the name of Mr.
Macmillan and although we have requested him to deposit it in our
nane, he never did it, azd did not inform ug of his going to Dairen

on the return journey. His statement of July I0th about the bad condie«

tion along the railway line between Harbin and Hailar is wrong. lhe
line is safe and Juropean womezn and children use it regularly.
Mr.daemillan's unwarranted actions and his eparate negotiations created
a lot of confusion in the minds of local officials ( se~ para 3 of

the letter of July 20th ). Mr.Macmillan's description of his interview
with Mr.Xawasaki &n Hsinchingvcontained in the letter of July 20th to

Garrels is entirely based on misrepresentations. First of all, The

Expedition's secretary, Vr.S.Xitagawa, never ger#ed in Mr.Kawasaki's

Office. Secondly, the press statement referred to as hand-bill in the
letter was handed over to Mr.Kawasaki at his own request, ‘he statement
was prepared in the U.3. and compiled from American Press Reports.

The delay experienced by the Bxpedition was entirely due to the unwarran-
ted actions of Mr.Macmillan., During the period of deléys, we constantly

received inquiries as to the whereabouts of the two botanists from the




Japanese authorities and even from the American Consulate in Harbin

( copy enclosed ). The usual practice for a subordinate is to report

to his Chief on arrival., This Mr.Macmillan failed to do, though

“p.de Roerich conveyed to him that Prof. de Roerich was expecting

him, We never concealed our address, it was commnicated to Hr.Haqmil-
lan, was known at the Hotel desk ( the Hotel communicated to us Mr.
Maemillan's arrival ) and at the American Consulate,

The frequent statemen® made by Mr.Macmillan about alleged suspicions

of anything comnected with the name of Roerich are pure slander,

We never visited any White Russian summer resort in the viecinity of
Hailar. The information about a Cossack guard at the door is rediculous.
ir.Macmillan never came near our house in Harbin. Mr.Macmillan's state-
ment in his letter of Aug.IIth, para 4, is again entirely wrong. We

had to postpone our departure due to the fact that there were breaches
on the railway line and trains ran 9 hours late., The Station authorities
however had instructions to conceal the actual state of affairs along
the line, and continued to sell tickets, Mr.Macmillan and his companion
made no attempt to meet the Leader of the Expedition during the Journey
to Hailar, although travelling in the same car. There was no guard sta-
tioned at the door of tle compartment occupied by Frof, de Roerich‘and
the other members of the Expedition. Several other travellers visited

the compartment during the journey.

An account of our negotiations with Col.Saito at Hailar has been given

in our letter of October Ist. We my only add that Mr.Macmillan's des-
cription of the whole case is again entirely wrong. There was no question

about stopping the Hxpedition, and Col.Saito merely wanted to know what




happened to Yr.Yacmillan and his companion who were listed as
members of our party in the letter frqm the Foreign 0ffice in
Tokyo to the Manchukuo authorities,

There was no Cosack army ( ¢!) or uniforms with the Expedition.
ihe statement that we had promised that all including the two
bvotanists were going to the ¥Xhingan Mountains is again absolutely
false, Such statement was never made. On our return to Hailar,
dp,Macmillan again made no attempt to visit the ILeader of the
Expedition, although Mr.Sato, the Japaneee botanists azcompanying
My,¥acmillan, visited us in Hailar, and even came to the station
to see us off,

The whole correspondence gives a very definite impression that
Mr.,dzemillan's statements were written with the object to handicap

the Expedition and slander the good name of its Chief.

With cordial greetings,

Yours very sincerely,




Harbin "

2nd 9 November, 1934,

Dear Mr.Secretary,

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 2ne ultimo,
received here on the Ist inst. Please convey to the President my COIre
dial thanks for his gracious invitation. I shall be very glad to commu-
nicate to him my scientific observations,

Please find enclosed a clipping from the local vperiodical
"Rube j" in which you will find my article where T stress the urgent nece-
88ity of the study of drought resisting plants, It is precisely in the
Gobi desert that one may draw interesting conclusions.

At preent we are engaged with the assistance of the well-
known botanits Professor Gordeev in compiling our scientifiéc report on
the expedition to Barga and the ¥Yhingan Mountains. Ve have collected an
extensive herbarium and seeds of drought-resisting herbs, all this material
will be forwarded to the States for experimental purposes., The rest of
the herbarium will follow later, as the material is needed here for compa-
rative study. The collection of mediecinal plants growing in North Manchu-

ria, as well as the seed material will be forwarded in two weeks through

the usual consular channels., After completing the preliminary study of the

material gathered in North-West Manchuria, we shall proceed towards the
SW in order to continue our programme. Probably we shall have to eross into
Chinese territory. This will 8ive us new possibilities in the study of
medicinal herbs for which the country is famous, It is possible that we
shall have to stop over the coldest period of the winter in some monastery.

This stay shall be used for the study of the local materia maedica. As you




Copy
Department of Agriculture.

Washington D.C.

November 23,1934

Professor Nicholas Roerich
c/o Peiping Branch

Hongkong-Shanghai Bank
eiping, China

Dear Professor Roerich:

I am sending you nerewith amendments No,3=-P-A and

S-P-A, increasing tne amounts available on your leiters of autho-

rization to $ 5,000 each,

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours

HA.WALIACE

Secretary

Enclosures,




Copy

Department ot Agriculture

Washington D.C.

December 77,1934

Professor Nicholas Roerich,
¢/o The Peiping Branch
Hongkong-Shanghai Bank
Peiping, China.

Dear Proiessor Roerich:

I transmitted to the President your letter of November 2, the
article in Russian on " The VYeserts Shall Bloom Again" and an English
translation oi the articls., He was very much interested and asked me
to ask you if you could discover, in your contacts with the monasteries
or other places where records are kept, whetner the country which is
now désert was at one time covered with irees, crops and more luxuriant
vegetation that at the present time, ‘e asked the specific question,

" Was it in the 1500's that this happened?" He also asked further if
you could rind out irom the records as to any suggestions concerning
why this country became dry.

It may interest you to know that the President was much interested
in receiving your letter and that he inquired regarding Mademe “‘oerich
of whom he nad apparently had reports which interested him greatly.

Enclosed I am transmitting to you a letter received from the
Secretary of War,

I trust that you have a most enjoyahle and profitable winter,

Sincerely yours

H.A.Wallace.




Peiping,
December I0th,I934.

The Honorable Henry A.Vallace,
Secretary of Agriculture,
Department of Agriculture.
Washington, D«Cs

Dear Mr.Secretary,

The following is a report on our activities since leaving Harbin
on November 24th, Prior to our departure we have arranged the
shipment of the herbarium and seed materisl through the American
Consulate General in Harbin, and I hope that the packages will
safely reach the Department. The whole of the botanical material
collected during the summer fieldwork has been arranged according
to the following classificationi-

I. Systematic herbarium collected in Barga ( Eastern Mongelia ) and
the ¥hingan YMountains.,

2, Herbarium of drought-resisting plants and forage plants collected
in Barga and the Xhingan Yountains.

3, Herbarium of medicinal plants colleected in North Manchuria and a
collection of 83 vegetable drugs acquired from local medicine men.
( each packgge has the Latin and Chinese name written on it ).

4., Seed material collected in Barga and the ¥Xhingan Mountains, as well
as in the steppe country in the neighbarhood of Man-kou.

Some of the material listed above will be sent later, as it is required
here for comparative purposes. Each package contains an inventory list.

We are #&so forwarding under separate cover the negatives of the photo-
graphs taken in Barga and the Xhingan Mountains as well as one print

of each negative for identifieation purposes. Zach print has the iden-
tification written on the back. Please also find enclosed a map of
Barga and the adjoining Xhingan region showing the route taken by the
Expedition during the summer period of fieldwork, and a brief statement
on the route and nature of the ground.,

Our party left Harbin at 9.25 a.m. on the 24th ultimo, and at 3.I0 p.m.
arrived in Hsin-ching. We left Hsin-ching on the same day at 8 p.m.

and arrived in Dairen the next morning, the 25th, at 8.45 a.m. At Dairen
we called on the American Consul, Mr.John C.Vinecent, and inquired

about the fate of the rifle ammunition left By Dr.Macmillan in Dairen.




At

¥r.Vincent had no knowledge about the whereabouts of ammunition,
and promised to write to us ¢/o the American Consulate in Tien-
tsin. ¥r.Coville, the American Consul in Harbin, had written to
Dr,Macmillan in September, asking him on my behalf to transfer

the ammunition to my name in order to enable me to take possession
of the ammunition in Dairen, However he failed to get an answer
from Dr.¥acmillan. In Tientsin, where we arrived on the 26th at

8 p.Me; we received a letter from Mr.Vincent, a copy of which is
herewith enclosed for your information and is self- explanatory.
This foreced us to try to get the necessary equipment and ammuni-
tion loecally, only to find out that there was no commercial stock
available. We then interviewdd YMr., F.P. Lockhart, the American
Consul General in Tientsin and Col.Burt, 0.C. U.S. Army Troops in
China with theobject to obtain equipment and ammunition from the
Ordnance Dei, as was done in the case of the Andrews Expedition.
On November 30th we sent you 2 radiogram requesting that authority
be granted to obtain from the Ordnance Dept. the required equip-
ment and ammunition. We are very grateful for your kind assistance
in this matter. To-day we received the notificationm that the re-
quired equipment will be delivered to-morrow in Peiping.

Since our arrival to Peiping on December Ist we have been engaged

in meking contacts with local Chinese scholars and scientific insti-
tutions. Dr. Hsen Hsu Hu, Director of the Fan Memorial Institute

of Biology, Peiping, very kindly offered us his assistance, and

we shall probably get through him a Chinese botanistsas assistant,
We have zlsc met with M¥Mr. H.C.Zen, Director of the China Foundation
for the Promotion of Education and Culture, and Dr. Tzon Fah Huang,
Principal of the National Upiversity.

Qur plan is to start into the field in about five or six weeks, and
to use the early spring months to establish a convenient base on
the edge of the Gobi desert, as well as to conduct research on the
local Materia Medicaz in some of the monasteries maintaining mediecal
colleges., We shall then be able to carry out extensive fieldwork
throughout thessummer and early autumn in tribal territory,

We are sending under separate cover the predpiminary report on the
results of the botanical fieldwork carréed out during last summer
in Barga and the Xhingan Mountains, We are also sending ocur state-
ments of expenses for the months of October and November.

Professor de Roerich who has been laid up with a cold for the past
three days , is sendingz you his cordial greetings.

Thanking you for your continuous interest in the work, and with

21l best wishes, » T ams

Very sincerely yours,
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Peiping,

December 24th,I1934,

The Honorable Henry A.Tallace,
Secretary of Agriculture,
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C.

Dear lr.Seeretary,

I herewith acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 23rd November enclosing the two amendments under L.A,
3=P=-A and 5-P-A, and of two Treasury cheques to the amount of
$ 2500 each.

Please find enclosed the preliminary report on
the botanical work conducted in North Manchuria and Rast Mongolia

last summer.

¥r.Georges de Roerich is now engaged in identifying

various vegetable drugs of the Tibetan and Mongolian Materia Medica
with the assistance of lema-practitioners.

We trust that the packages containing botanical
collections and seeds forwarded from Merbin will safely reach the
Department.

With all good wishes, and wishing you a Happy New Year
I am,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosed:
preliminary report.




Peiping,
February IB8th,I%38.

Dear MNr.Secretary,

Ye are completing arrangements for the forthe
coming trip to the Norih-West, and to start from Peiping
during the first week of Mareh, Our programme is to esta-
blish first a base, and then %o explore the region during
the summer months. This will enaeble us %o find suitadble
areas for seed collecting in the early asutumn.

During our stay in Peiping we have gathered s
collection of vegetable drugs according ito Tibetan pharma-
copoeis, a3 well as the most imporitant Tibdetan medical
treatises which will be forwarded to the Departuent Before
our departure from Peiping. Te have also gegured 2 copy
of a valuable manuscript list of prescripticas.

'fe hope, you have received our preliminary renort
on the results of botanical fieldwork carried out during
last summer in Barga and the Xhingan region.

Pleagse Tfind enclesed the Vouchers with statenents
of expeases for the months of December and Tanuary.

Thenking you for your continuous interest in the
work of the Expedition, and with all best wishes,

YVery sincerely yours,

The Homorable Yenry A.Vallaee,
Seeretary of Agriculture,
Depariment of Agriculture,
Yashington, D.C.USA.




» TELEGRAM ,

dated 5/7

—

Wicholson Roerich o¢are Carl Soderbom

Changkiakow (12 Sihnotze Street)

"Following message from Washington for you quote Department aske

you at the earliest safe moment to tranafer your expedition to a

Suiyuan signed

safe region rieh in drought resistant grasses in

Ha Wallace unquote

Shangusda " ,













OPY of TELEGRAM .,

Nated 16/8

"o Profescor Nicholas Roerich
care Reverend CGunzel

Pailingmiao.

noa

"In conformity with eable july five I wish to have assurance

you are far enough south im Suiyuan and that your travels will be

such that there will be no troubles for you from people interested

in controversial problems

He As Wallace

Johnson "




COPY
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Peiping, August 23, 19395,

Professor Nicholas Roerich
care of the Reverend Cunzell
Pailing Miao
Suiyuan,

Sir:

This letter is to confirm the fact that on August 16,1935
the Legation forwarded to vou the following telegram which had
been regeived from the Ceecretary of Agriculktures

"Tn conformity with cable July 5 I wish to have assurance
vou are far enough south in Suiyuan and that your travels
will be such that there will be no troubles for you from
pecple interested in controversial problems”,

On August 21 the following telegram from the Secretary of
Agriculture, transmittec to the Legation by the Agricultural
Commissioner at Shenghail, was forwarded by telegraph to your
son, George Roerich:

"Further reference cable August 15, recommend maving base
immediately to Sining in Kokomor Province to permit col-
lecting early on September in that locality where many
hardy grasses occur seed of which is important,

Very truly yours,

For the Minister:

(ega) F.P,Lockhart

¥F.,P.Lockhart
Counselor of Legation,




.merican Legation.

Professor Nicholas Roerich

Care of the Reverend Gunzell
Pailing Mieso

Suiyuan Province.

Keesived at Rs-Pm puioe
o U | .x/pg“d




L AL TYONS









COPY of TELRGRAM

Dated: 1/9

To MGC George Roerich
care Reverend Gunzel

Peilingmiao

September First following from Secretary of Agriculture quote:

Impracticability transferring to Sining deseribed in your cablegram
complete work there

August 24 noted proceed immediately to Peiping

as rapidly as possible and proceed not later than October Iifteen

At
by most direct route to India finishing there by February Iirst

unquote Johnson




COPY
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AUERICA

Peiping, September 4,1935

¥Mr.George Roerich
care of the Reverend Hunzell
Pailing Miao
Suiyuan

Bir:

neference is made to the Legation's communication of August

23,1935 to Frofessor Roerich, and in conmection therewith there is

enclosed a copy of a telegram from the Secretary of Agriculture which
was transmitted to vou by the Legation on September 1, 1935

Very truly yours

-

Tor the Minister:

(8gd) F.P.Lockhart
Counselor of Legation

Enclosures
Copy of telegram, as staled

8C COPY From ¥NAVAL RADIO WASHINGTON
Received: September 1,1935 10 am
(plain)
ly,George Roerich,
Care Rev Gunzell
Pinlingmiao, Suiyuan

Impracticability transferring to Sining described in your cablegram
August 24 noted. Proceed immediately to Peiping complete work there
as rapidly as possible and proceed not later than October 15th by
most direct route to India @inishing there by February 1,

He Ae WATLACE




American Legation.

Mr. George Roerich

% Hongkong Shanghai Banking
Peiping N. China

Sulyuarm







vmezsr . . U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
o SRS

17 SEPT 1935

NPO RADIO WASHN NR2p2 CKT72 GOVT AGL SIXTEENTH 14¢¢

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
‘4—5390

GOVT AGL MR NICHOLAS ROERICH CARE PEIPING BRANCH OF HONGKONG SHANGHA

BANK PEIPING N CHINA
PROCEED PROMPTLY NAGGAR AND

DEVOTE TIME THERE EXCLUSIVELY TO PREPARENG REPORT STOP MAKE NO EFFORT
TO OBTAIN INDIAN SEEDS OR MATERJIAL AS NO TRAVEL OR OTHER EXPENSE ASIDE
FROM SWARY AUTHORIZED AFTER YOUR ARRIVAL NAGGAR STOP UPON ARRIVAL
NAGGAR RETURN AT ONCE ALL CREDENTIALS WHATEVER NATURE STOP CABLE DATE

DEPARTURE PEIPING AND ARRJ VAL NAGGAR
H A WALLACE
.,4*‘5 AG ; & ;
2436 COPY TO; MR, ROERICH - WAGON LITS.
FILE, . sdR




COPIES

U8 JNAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE, Sept. 15th 1935
¥r.1l89 Radio Washington CK44 Covt, ACL Fourteenth 1350
Govt .ACL George Roerich Peiping Branch Hongkong Shanghai Bank Peiping
China
State Department advises unable to accept plant collections for
shipment turough pouch because of size Stop Forward by ocean freight

care J.S.Roberts Unitedstates Despatch Agent Room five Ferry

Office Sanfrancisco Richey

U.8.aval Communication Service - 17 September 1935

Wr.o0> Radio Washn CK 72 Covt Agl Sixteentn 14¢¢

Govt Agl lMr.Nicholas Roerich care Peiping Branch of Hongkong

Snanghal Bank, Peiping ¥ China,

Proceed promptly Naggar and°® devote time there exclusively to

preparing report Stop Make no effort to obtain Indian Seeds or
material as no travel or other expense aside from SWARY authorized
after vour arrival Naggar Stop Upon arrival Naggar return at once

all credentials whatever nature Stop Cable date departure Peiping and

arrival Naggar
H A Wallace




v.msst.  U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
SRS

19 SEPT. 1935

NPQO:= RADIO WASHINGTON NR238 CK49 GOVT AGL EIGHTEENTH 1730

e4~—5390

GOVT AGL GEORGE ROERICH CARE PEIPING BRANCH OF HONGKONG SHANGHA}
BANK PEIPING
SEND SEEDS OCEAN FREIGHT STOP APPRECIATE YOUR SHIPPING
FROM NAGGAR ANY SEEDS ALREADY COLLECTED BUT ASK YOU CABLE
NAGGAR STOPPING FURTHER COLLECTING $TOP I NSTRUCTIONS OUR
SEPT SIXTEEN CONCERNING YOUR ACTIONS NAGGAR STILL HOLD
H A WALLACE

. COPY 703 MR+ ROERICH - WAGON LITS HOTEL
FILE«odR

0840FE.
13 MCS,




Coples. U S JNAVAL COVIMUNICATIOR BERVICE

20 Sept., 1935

Nr.251 Radio Washington CK 23 Govt, Agl Nineteenth 18515

Govt.Agl Yeorge Roerich care Peiping Branch of Hongkong Shanghail

Bank Peiping Yorth China

Transfer firearms to Fifteentn Infantry 8Sell Tenth

Fo. Do RICHEY

Radio Washington NR238 CK49 Govt Agl Eighteentnh 1730

Govt Agl CGeorge Roerich Care Peiping Branch of Hongkong Shanghal

Bank Peiping

Send seeds ocean freight Stop Avpreciate your shipping from Naggar
any seeds already collected but ask you cable Naggar stopping further

collecting Stop Instructions our cable Sept Sixteen concerning

your actions Naggar stilyhold
\

}I. A. \?.A;TIJI‘\.(E




COPY OF TELEGRAM

From Peiping,.

Dated 22/8 20,40

To George Roerich,
are Reverend Gunzell
‘ailingmiao

August twentyone following telegram has been received from the
Sacretary of Agriculture quote Further reference cable August
fifteen recommend moving bast (or least?) immediately to Sining
in Kokonor province to permit collecting early inm September in
that locality where many hardy grasses occur seed of which is

mportant signed H A Wallagce unquote Johnson




COPY of TELEGRAM ,

Dated 5/9

To George Roerich
eare Reverend Cunzell
Pailingmiao

Departments regulations prohibit publication without previous

approval of any information of comment growing out of expedition

financed by dem rtment Stop Department employees must notl make

statement reflecting on political situation on other nations
H.As Wallace

Johnson.




COPY of TELEGRAM

Dated 5/9

MGC Mr. GEORGE ROERICH
Care “‘evenred GCungell

Pailingmiao

Forward expenses date immediately with

witnesses for signatures were not available

ig the case

H, A. Wallage

gtatement

when

that

such



