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‘MOSCOW NEWS' GUEST SVYATOSLAV ROERICH

Bt

The name of Svyatoslav Roerich
is -known ' the world over. His ar-
tistic style was shaped in the Ras-
sian realist tradition under the tute-
lage of outstanding artist Nikolai
Roerich, his father. Nikolai Roerich's
artistic heritage is a very valuable
contribution to Russian and world
art,

The remote past of Slav Rus and
Oriental peoples, their legends and
myths were revived for us, in the
artist's talented portrayal, in his un-
forgettable pictures, Nikolai Roe-
rich's professional and social activi-
ties were devoted to friendship and
understanding between the Russian
and Indian peoples. Svyatoslav Roe-
rich is carrying on this work, and
next to his father, his name is re-
vered in India and the USSR.

Both Nikolai and Svyatoslav Roe-
rich's work reflect the two-way in-
fluences 'in Russian and Indian’ art.
They showed to the world the won-
derful features of Russian people:
the ability to understand another
nation's soul, sincerely and with
sympathy, and to grasp the essence
of the culture of such a vast and
unique oriental country as India, a
country with a great artistic heri-
tage.

..Svyatoslav Roerich has come
back to Moscow, to the Soviet
Union, to his native land. -To pay
tribute, with the Soviet people, to
the . memory of his father, and to
exhibit his father's work. He had
also brought some of his own work
to show. ;

He exhibited 190 works
of  art at the Tretyakov
Gallery which reflected his
attitude to life and " his attempts
to find out what life is about. He
shows us the real India, her varied
landscapes and people. He can ex:
tract the real significance out of the
scenes of daily life. This . is the
most attractive feature of his work.
Visitors to the exhibition could see
the beauties of India 'through
Svyatoslav Roerich's eyes and he
brought this vast land much closer
to the Soviet people,

The exhibition was a great suc-
cess. Although it was on for more
than a month, not everyone - who
wanted to see it could get in. This
interest reflected the Soviet people's
affection and pride in their great
countryman. Before leaving for Le-
ningrad, Svyatoslav. Roerich, al-
though extremely short of time,
managed to visit our office and gave
us an interview.

Q.: Svyatoslav Nikolayevich, you
stayed in Moscow for more than six
weeks, What are your impressions?

A.: Most pleasant. Most of all I
have been pleased and impressed by
the Soviet people®and my contacts
with them. I felt tremendous delight
at my constant, direct communica-
tion  with Muscovites, © who were
earnestly interested in my work. At
the exhibition in the Tretyakov Gal-
lery I talked to many different peo-
ple—factory. workers, students, -in-
tellectuals. Each time I was struck
by the high level of their questions,
interests, and understanding of art
and the vital problems of real life
which are reflected in my work.
Again and again I saw great changes
in the spiritual outlook of Soviet
people and in the face of my coun-
try, how far it had moved along the
path of progress.

More than anything else I trea-
sure people's desire to enlarge their
knowledge, and to understand the
eternal mystery of life. Watching the
very long queues of people waitin

were not moved by man's curiosity

or snobbery but, most likely, by the

. desire to see and learn as much as

possible. This was especially dear
to me,

Q.: Your father, Nikolai Konstan-
tinovich Roerich, and you have done
a lot to bring the Russian and In-
dian - people closer  together. What
do you think about the present rela-
tions between’ India and the’ Soviet
Union and the relations between
Russian “and Indian culture? '

A.: 1T am  profoundly ' convinced
that all - peoples, large: and small,
must live in peace and friendship.
I consider it my duty to further my
father's cause.
solidate the friendship between Rus-
sian and Indian peoples. With all my
heart I shall cherish this friendship
and develop cultural relations be-
tween India and the Soviet Union.

At present there is a great interest
in India in the Soviet Union, about
her past, her culture and her present
life. I do not think this is an idle
interest—its roots go deep. Maybe
the roots lie in the brotherly' feel-
ings of one nation for

There is indeed much in common
between the Russian and Indian peo-
ples—in their history, culture and
language. If we seriously study the
linguistic similarity we shall find
many similar roots in the Russian
and Indian languages. If we look
deep into the past we shall find
ancient contacts between our nations
—Russians and Indians were un-
doubtedly close to each other.

I have noticed: with - tremendous
satisfaction that over the last few
years friendly and cultural relations
between India and the Soviet Union
have developed and grown stronger.

"1 find this logical. India and the So-

viet Union can give each other a
good deal culturally, politically and
economically: And, most important
of all, in the vital cause of conso-
lidating - international peace. All of
us must serve this cause, and help
in every way to promote contacts
between such great courtries as In-
dia and the USSR.

to see my exhibition T felt that they -

He worked - to con-

another, -
_which is near to it in many respects.

As for the relations' between wour
cultures, I feel I must quete
what Jawaharlal Nehru said ahout
my father's work: ""His paintings re-
mind one not only of India's past,
but of something permanent and
eternal, and we feel we are indebted
to Nikolai Roerich.” How pleasant
it is to know that the art of a Rus-
sian painter is dear and understoad

not’ only by Russian people and.s
Russian hearts, but also by Indiami
people, and by many people in thel:

world.
About myself I can say

show a lively interest in me and my
work, My father's and my exhibitions

attract as many people everywhere:s

as here, in the USSR. \

India is wonderful, She has an ex-x2

traordinarily interesting and ancient
culture, is an almost open-air mu-
seum. I would call her a treasure
house in which one can find the:
most amazing, and unique mastex-
pieces. India keeps these achiewe-
ments with great care, and you can
always touch them.

Every.year 1 travel around the
country, studying and exploring ma-
ture, architecture, art, and histery.
I realize that India's cultural heri-

tage is inexhaustible. Wherever
you go, you will find something -
wonderful.

Q.: Leningrad where your exhibi-
tion will be seen is linked with the
name and work of our leader

V. I. Lenin. In what measure, frem :

of view, is Lenin's
in India as

your point
humanism  accepted
mankind's humanism?

A.: All countries are beginning to
understand and teel that time has
come to think in new progressive
terms. Mankind has grown numer-
ically so much, and life has become
50 - much more complicated, that
more difficult ' contemporary prob-
lems must be solved along new

s.. We must acclaim these new
ys and new ideas, and help to
make them understood, to*find™a
correct treatment not only t@

ideological foundations but alsosto

right ways. Here your paper can do
a great deal by throwing bright
light on different aspects of the new
life.

Q.: Svyatoslav Nikolayevich, will

your long visit to this country 'be °

reflected in your work?
A.: Maybe.

Q.: ,Whai are your immediate

plans?

A.: 1 am going to Leningrad, and
then I shall go back to India. At the
Leningrad Hermitage I am exhibit-
ing for two months

I am: particularly happy to see
Leningrad where I was born, grew
up and studied. Apart from that, I
have some business there. Some
60 km. from the city, near Volosovo,
a memorial museum is being estab-
lished on-my father's former estate.
Not just an ordinary museum, but

rather a cultural centre, with libra- 1

ries and halls where people in-
terested in painting will be able to
gather, read, and discuss art.

At least that is how 1 visualize
the museum. The estate was dam-
aged during the war, but it has
been almost completely restored. So
has the old pak where the tall
trees, that watched over my father's
life and woik, ale still alive,

Strangely enough, the estate had
an Indian name Izvara. There were

many pictures in the house, and one !

of them attracted my father's partic-
ular attention. It showed mountains
glowing in the rays of a setting sun.
Later he found out that the moun-
tains were the Kanchenjunga, How
did a Himalayan landscape get to
the old estate? Maybe it was not
just sheer chance—there is a story
that in the reign of Catherine II an
Indian rajah once lived in the area.
Whether. this is true or not, but it
bears out my father's idea that there
were , deep contacts between the
ancient cultures of India and Russia.
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that I}
maintain and expand my contacts:
with wide circles of the Indians whot-

SUPPLEMENT to issue

THE REPRODUCTIONS ON THESE
PAGES ARE:

@ Pomors in the
N. Roerich.

morning, by

@ Rostov-Veliky, by N. Roerich.

@ Mme Devika Rani Roerich, by
S. Roerich.

@ Life everlasting; by S. Roerich.

@ We build our own prisons, by
S. Roerich.

@ You must not see these flames,
by S. Roerich.

Svyatoslav Roerich at the “Moscow News" office.
Photo by ‘Yu. Vanyushev
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DEVOTED

TO THE JUBILEE

The 25th anniyersary of proclama-
tion of Republic of India will be
widely - celebrated in the Soviet
Union and arrangements for the cel-
ebrations are being made all over
the country—in: Moscow, Leningrad,
Kiev, Odessa, in Union and Auto-
nomous Republics, They will in-
clude meetings and parties, lectures,
exhibitions and film reviews.

The celebrations in Moscow will
begin with a session of the Executive
Committee of the Society for Se-
viet-Indian Cultural Relations—the
HQ of the truly nation-wide move-
ment for friendship with the great
Indian people. The session will dis-
cuss what form the celebrations will
take; to sum up the Society's work
in 1974, and endorse the draft plan
for cultural cooperation between the
Union of Soviet Societies for Friend-
ship and ‘Cultural Relations = with

- Foreign Countries and -the Society

for Soviet-Indian Cultural Relations
with the Indo-Soviet Cultural Rela-
tions Society for-1975: The plan will
include marking dates in both coun-
tries, held dear by the Soviet and
Indian peoples, holding friendship
months and a symposium on Soviet-
Indian cooperation. The session will
also admit new collective members
to the Society for Soviet-Indian Cul-
tural Relations:

A celebration . meeting will be
held at the October Hall of the
Trade Union House on the eve of
the Indian > Republic ‘Day, On the
Presidium” will. be 'prominent per-
sonalities, statesmen, and scientists,
delegates from factories and offices
in Moscow, Staff members of the
Indian Embassy'in thé USSR and

Indian students studying in Moscow.

will be ‘guests of honour.

Many Moscow- factories and of-
fices that are collective members of
«the Society and, in particular; the

Ministry of Construction of Heavy
Industry Enterprises; the Central
Institute of Traumatology and Or-
thopaedies - and - ‘Boarding  School
No: 19 will hold meetings and lec-
turés on Soviet-Indian friendship.
The Lenin Library is putting on an
exhibition’ of books about India.
Other arrangements include lectures
on “Leo Tolstoy on India", Indian
architecture, etc.

The proud anniversary will be
celebrated on a really grand scale
in the Soviet Central Asian Repub-
lics, which maintain friendly relations
with - many Indian  States—their
cities are twinned with Indian cities.
Friends from India often come to
visit -Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turk-
menia and Kirghizia. Delegations
from - -these Republics are always
given a warm and cheerful welcome
in India. The friendship that bind
the ‘peoples of Soviet Central Asian
Republics and the Indian people oc-
cupies a special place, for they have
very much in common both: culture
and history. The peoples in what
used to be the outskirts of the tsar-
ist empire have recently celebrated
the .50th jubilee of Soviet power,
which gave them the right to a
happy life. They understand the
dreams of the Indian people, who
suffered under the colonial yoke for
centuries in celebrating the 25th an-
niversary of the Republic of India,
they sincerely wish their Indian
friends fresh success on their road
of independence and social and
economic  progress.

Celebrating India's red-letter days
has long been a tradition in the
USSR. The celebrations for this, the
Republic of India's 25th anniversary,
will be a vivid demonstration of the
Soviet-Indian friendship.

1. DANILIN

2

Progress publications
for Indian readers in 1975

Next year Moscow Progress

Publishers - intend to publish  dif-
ferent books in 14 Indian languages.
Such languages as Kanada, Oriya,
Assamese, Kashmiri, and Nepali will
be figuring
plans for the first time.

_ “"What tasks have staff in the In-
dian section set themselves in com-

piling plans?”

“We fulfil orders for our partner-
firms,”" Fyodor Anufriyev, the sec-
tion chief, explains. ''We are trying
to meet the requests of our Indian
readers in the fullest possible way.
Interest in socio-political  literature
and books on Marxist-Leninist phi-
losophy has increased immeasuradly
of late.

“Indian readers will be getting new
editions - -of works by K. Marx,
F. Engels and V. Lenin, as well as
literature on topical problems of
philosophy, economics, history and
international relations. We shall
publish our first issue of the new
series Communism: = Questions and
Answers, in . Hindi, Bengali and
Urdu, where we will deal with such
items as Communists and the future
of the world, the problems of war
and peace, personal-property, youth
and social reorganization.

“In 1975 we shall start the fol-
lowing series: Marxist-Leninist The-
ory (Hindi, Bengali, Urdu), Books
About the USSR (Hindi,. Bengali),
Socialism and the Third World
(Hindi).

in Progress  publishing

"Among the great number of our
1975 publications I should like to
mention a collection of articles by
Soviet scientists, The Communist In-

ternational, which  is being tran-
slated into Telugu.

“Our mail includes many - letters
from Indian. readers. They  speak

about the special attention books by
Russian and Soviet authors receive
in India. Some correspondents men-
tion the high quality of translation.”

“Which translations have been
most successful recently?"”

"Progress - Publishers employ a
great number of highly competent
Indian translators—thirty people in
all. The translation into Hindi of
V. Mayakovsky's' poem Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin by the well-known In-
dian poet Madanlal Madhu was a
real event. The poem has been in-
cluded in the collection of Mayakov-
sky's selected works which has just
come out. Gurbakhsh Singh is com-
pleting a translation into Punjabi of
the popular book by Boris Polevoi,
A Story About a Real Man, re-
viving events that occurred during
the Great Patriotic War. Our young
readers will also have something of
interest to read."”

Books by Progress Publishers can
be ordered through Indian firms
dealing  with ~ the Soviet V/O
“Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga', which
has exclusive rights.

T. YEFETOVA

No. 3 [1254), 1975
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