acouainted

who

sta Y

2 [ =)
encircle Cert ral As

1‘_ 4

eith

Hongolia—?ibet. Also we had all our Chi

we be ame acqualnued wig

doing the regular consular work.,

SEad
Wil

some genimeg credential

could go by the lMong

i him

I tol

+ ~1 1 nee G
tghin uncerva 1‘1.
proposition
ofcicialg
twol letters

the Tibetan goverment if his

4 4- 1 S
L0 Ttne

L vansia

special let
not h,nrcrou
convinced

epod .By this act

Lama.

the Mongolian~-Tibetan the more

o

get out from Ux

el

e 5
ga L

f‘t(( A".’\

=t § .91./-

P"hegLinon

Wf F“‘(

» L1

nese 1 S8

h Tibetan representative in Mon 1igolia

We had to trust

e}
v

n-T1ibetan

woulad

advi

teenth of

.«;24x¢~ 4/%6%2é4‘§? /’

T e
Lot e

!/\gh LN
where me met

/
[~

18

)} PO
SE

roilessor

facts:s

ed at Urga

ia We could

ough China or thidugn

T
D Y T

ports , the route

greet Vo

necessl Lhueigﬁggt consideration because of the Fnrﬂst.

This gime

[ who was

in his credentials

n-he to us. He gave

o P T £ T
ouE nevel

4

ﬂu;t«iirst a

v

lled,

Ticialh T

route

~

that he

be fulfi

Tr

by the

o e ign ot et
envatli
“Qﬁﬂﬂﬁgcn
T 3 &

I = [
L Oe

1

and ichtmann,he
Tiktan buvcr ment

Tetter
letvivel

assport grantin

Holiness
the/rout e thr

le for us,

sab

A

hl

/,{?(517




road Inner
734:{’6[& no
ssing Zeidam  and

e STy
vne

Septmber 15 Incidentally

e
AV 1 ne

ommissioner

n we reached the camp of the High

1D

J.Qf— 5":‘;""# a,

2 / & 2 L I 2
enersl KapshiFpa hetold us that rything was
would

him two d




drunken Major took quite another sttitude
ything so that we remained a s virtual
ofrbidden io communi c
carava
dhe
We tried to send some letters to
one of them was found on the road crumpled & the two others
teturned to us. The same fate wAx met our letters to
the Lhasga Govermnment, to the riftish Politicals officer in Sikk im
Bailey,and to the American Consul in Calcutta, We tried
 YMajor accepted but we re-
ceived a strange answer that until permission arrived from Lhzs#é
n S e o = - e A
we must remain in the same pla Ve asked to proceed via Kham,Chinn,
Assam, ,Afterwards we asked to return to Mongolia but everything was

rejected. Major consented to send a special messenger to the Governors
of Nagchu .They sent an officer announcing that until L%asfa's answer
would come they could do nothing, At thistime began & strong snow
a
fall and some frost reaching 70 degrees celsius. Our animals were
.without fodder ,but the “ajor insisted that we must send them one day
beyond our camp,saying that there must be grass. In this way without

fodder , in terrific snowfall and cold we lost ninety an1Mdlb. Dhae

re &CQL-
health wag of the members of the “xpedition became uﬂkgngﬂE?, so that

even the natives of our caravan could not withstand the terrible condition
D we such
of our imprisomment. Fm7khese difficulties we lost five of our native
N s S . .
caravaneers, On ovember 18th Doctor of the Expedition issued a medical
%ertificate warning the Tite tan government of the danrerou&-eoﬁdékéens.
b

of our kalth




This certificate , we have been told, was sent by the major to the
General but the Major smiled telling us that the question of hcalth is

of no consequence to the Tibetan goYernment. Terrible hurricanes, sg
/ N 4 Al " . Y,
P e Az / % P’ § LA

\

characteristic of the heights of northern Tibet, armeér’us ,tremendously.
\.

And in our summer tents --because the Expedition had h:d no i ention of
speding the winter on the height of 15,000 feet~--wax it was terrible,
The doctor many times precited that one night we could all be frozen.

The heart of Mme. Roerich considerably affected and, my son Gc ge twice
/ Lot O LA
r‘xrlv succumbed to these conditions. Colonel Ka rda%nevsl'y,\’rﬁﬁ”uf oT our
M
’f?an”ﬁort ﬁortnlagln were suffering for many days. We tried to find another
availed
spot in the v101nlty but nothing xazxpmzxsxkX® against the terrific cold.

So the fourteenth of January 1928 the doctor of the Expedition issued

a second medical certificate as fol ows:
By the mwresent, I the undersigned certify a second time that

since November 18th, 1927, the state of health of all Members of the
Roerich
American Expdition Mission has been greatly aggravated, Besides the

general weakening of the heart activity, frequent colds and general

weakness~-two of the memie rs of the Mission fell ill with scuryy. It is
-fm@“m*

.’,olutely ne essaru for the I&ilsed to star at once southward by the short

est route to Sikkim in order to recover in more civilized surrounding S.
zexﬂm,l« "
The M n has been detained g the cold uplands for more than a hundred
_days. Furthr detainment of the | will be con5loered as an organized
jattempt on the lifes of the members of the ld-Sadon., T
Singed C, Riabinin £ i -~
Doctor of theJLL»s&on ty# ¢n ,glyw\ “ixé‘

This certificate was not accepted either by the Major or by the
Nagchu governors who came personally to our famp from Nagchu to discuss

our situation,probably they received some i tructions from the government,







As a result of their visit, we have teen permitted to proceed to
for which
Nagchu where we started the 19%h of January. Certainly it was only
a change of place in the same district but the same d@tention.c@wvfph¢f;(
Only the fourth of arch wd could reach some agreement with the
government for our further procedure towards Sikkim border by k%
a very circuitous way I do not speak about many difficulties during

this p assage because at some parts of this passage we have been

sent by e ven unexplored ways, and had to cross passes about 21,000 feet

‘.Eigh even urmarked on the maps. All thegthieftains of this districts

where we passed were astonished why the government was sending the

ex edition through such a difficult way when in the same district there
are ways more accessible, I do not know why and how this way was
indicated for our expedition, But certainly it was quite unlawful amd

inhuman to detain our expedit on during the severest winter time in
e
summer tents in the most unhealthy place, Chunarggn, exposed to the
terrible winds where everyone suffered deeply from the severe frosts,
It was in humanly cruel not to take into consdieration that in the expediti
girl
.*g:ere three women one of them a ®Ekxk# of thirteen years i1t was
inhuamn to deprive us from all intercourse with the world without any
rason and without te ling us imxwk the causes. It was unlawful not to
recognize the regular passport givenby their own Tibetan representative,
We do not blame the Tibetan government nEkXEmXREXEXX for their forbiddanct
to enter Lhassa . We grectoc respe t too nuch the customs of a courtry
A\ Rahetie whA—
although we know whick people from several nationalities/visited Lhassa.
! v

When we told to the governors about visiting Lhassa by

he answered that such per® nality even never existed.




reminded him about

that she never was in Lhasﬁa. We knew de@ided ly the names

Japanese and Russian subjects who visited Lhassa, Wsing the passports

-

the same representative in Mongolia . But the existence

thoge yvigitors was, y gen1ed by Tibetan xxsxtmlx officials, af nul a
‘m:“‘; l( ol /"&{ f" “‘L%v‘ o 4‘4). (F - d/o\l/ ;Q""Ui fa b(_ ‘5; £ s ) @ £ ” A‘ .l s bl !.F: 'Ai
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But I claim that the Tibetan govermment is enclreiy»gu1lty for our

illegal detention in inhuman conditions. All members of our

expedition can bear witness to the same facts. I warned several time

m

the Tibetan officials of heavy damage tha they are doing to our work
I wanred them that our films shall bespoiled that in this fxwsky

tl‘eezinﬁ condit on I could not work . I warned them again about
as well as the heavy expenses we mere incurring by the delay.
EIRXEEMEAE the ireparable effect on our health. But they told us that it

n L

is a mat er for the central Tibetan govermment . Because ouf
because of
ed from the orders of the Tibetan government

local animals and we have been told that

Tibetan government through the ®ritish Polt
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We are now awaiting the reply from the Tibetan government
seems inconceivable that a gor ernment should fail to reply to
urgent a matfer.

We shall transmit further reports at the earliest opportunity?
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FIRST REPORT

On August 13th,1928, we--Frances R. Grant, Director of the

Roerich Museum, ¥rs. Sina Lichtmann, Director of the laster Institute
of United Arts, and lir, Sviatoslav Roerich, Director of Corona Mundi,
Internatimal Art Center, arrived in “arjeeling,India, where they
were met by Professor Roerich who aegquainted us with the following
facts:

"During the winter of 1926-27 we remained at Urga preparing for
our coming passage encircling Central Asia. Ve could carry out our
previously determined plan to reach India either through China or through
Mongolia-Tibet. Although we already had all our Chinese passporis that
route demanded utmost consideration because of the great unrest, During
this time we became acquainted with Tibet's representative in lMongolia,
whe was d-ing regular consular work. We trusted his credentials , as he
had genuine credentials which he showed us and of which we obtained a
copy. He suggested to us that we could go by the Mongolian-Tibetan
route. But never consenting to anything uncertain I told him that he
must first ask the Tibetan govermnment if this projected could be accom-
plishedi He despatched to the Lhasa government two official letters by
the official Tibetan caravans and the third time inquired from his gover-

ment through a specisl messenger sent from Pekin from where this man

could wire to Thasa. In March ,1927, the Tibetan representative informed

us that he had received a favorable reply as his messenger had returned
from Pekin. At the beginning of April in the presence of two representa-
tives of American institutions, Mr, and lrs, Lichtmann , in our house

he personally handed over to us a special Iletter passport from the Ti-
betaiin govermment granting us the passage through Tibet and a special
letter to His Holiness the Dalai lama. By this act we became convinced
that the not dangerous route khrough the Mongolian-Tibetan Desert was
the more advisable for us . The Expedition set out from Urga on the

Thirteenth of April, An official farewell and an honorary escort on
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the first day's route was given by the longolian Govermment to the

Roerich American Expedition. In this report I shall not mention how

the Expedition was helped by the British Consul in Kashgar and what

great assistance we received from the Mongolian Government,

Following the route from Innér Mongolia, Outer Mongolia,
Central Gobi and erossing Tsaidam, the Expedition reached Tibet through
the HMaiji Pass on September 15. We incidemtally heard that already
caravans carrying the létters of the representative had reached Tibet

a long time agoes On the twenty-third of September we reached the first
Tibetan outpost . At the first outpost they took our Tibetan passports
to be presented to the Nagehu governors, and allowed us to proceed fur-
ther, At the second outpost, which we reached on the Sixth of October,
bhe officer of the guard took our letter addressed to the Dalai Lama and
asked us to wait for two days until the reply from the High Commissioner
of Horpa would grant us the permission to proceed further. The next day

a special officer from the High Cormissioner came and asked us to pro-
When we reached the camp of the High Commissioner,

ceed to his camp.

General Kap-sh8-pa he informed us that everything was alright and
asked us to remain with him for two days only, until he received the
letter from the Nagchu governors. Afterwards without any reason what-
soever his attitude somehow changed. He reguested us to remain for a
short time on this site at the River Chunargen while he sent a special
messenger to His Holiness the Dalai Lama. During this time he looked
over our baggage telling us that he was performing this procedure because
"the hands of small people should not touch the belongings of greats
people.® Three days later he told us that he had to go to the Province

of K'ham but he would leave at our disposal a Hajor,Commander of his

Guard, with a few soldiers., Then the

"Instead of remaining on the
Expedition was detained in the same
constantdy drunk, took cquite another
to do everything so that we remained

forbidden us to communicate with the

General departed.
same place for several days the
locality for 150 days. The Major,
attitude toward us. He forbade us
as virtual prisoners. Thus it was

passing caravans, It was for-
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us to buy products such as food or fuel from the natives, And it was
forbiiden to send any letters any where, Ve tried to send some letters
to His Holiness Délai Lama but one of them was found on the road crumpled
and the two others were returned to us., The same fate attended our letters
to the Frime Minister of the Lhasa Govermment, to the British Political
officer in Sikkim, Colonel F.M, Bailey,C.I.Es,, and to the American Con-
sul in Calcutta We attempted to write to the General. This letter was
accepted by the Hajor but we received the strange reply that until per-
mission arrived from Lhasa we must remain in the same place, Ve asked
permigsion to proceed via Kham,China and Assam, Then we asked to return
to Mongolia but everything was rejected. The Major consented to Send
a special messenger to the Governors of Nagchu. They sent an officer
announcing that untit Lhasa's answer came they could do nothing.

At this time a strong snow fall began and the frost reacke d
seventy degrees celsius. Our animals were without fodder but the
Major insisted that we should send them one day away from our camp
saying that there must be grass. In this way without fodder, in a

terrific
snowfall and cold we lost ninety animals, The health of

the members of the Expedition bemame impaired so that even the natives
of our caravan could not withstand the terrible conditions of our imprison-

ments Due to such difficulties we lost five of our nat@ve caravaneers.,

Cn November 18th, the Doctor of the Expedition iesued 4 medical certificate

warning the Tibetan govermment of the danger to our health, as follows:
"By the present, I , the undersigned certify that all members of
the American Buddhist Mission,numbering nine persons, are suffering from
weakening of their heart activity, caused by a pulse of 96 to 125, ahd
by the forcible stay on high altitudes (about 15,000 feet) at Chu-nargan
two days north of Nagchu. The state of health has been still more endan=
gered by continuous cold which, taking into consideration the general
weakening of the heart activity, may turn into pneumonia~+- a mortal dis-
ease on high altitudes., Therefore I, as Doctor of the liission do state
that further stay on this high altitude amidst snow and cold will cause
irreparable harm to the health of the members of the Mission. It

is absolutely necessary for the Mission to start southward in order
Faa




to recover in more civilized surroundings.
# Signed, Doctor of the Mission, C. Riabianin.

Hovember 1&,1%“8
Thu-nargan,Tibet"

This certificate was not accepted either by the Major or by the
Nagchu governors who came personally to our camp from Nagechu to discuss
our situation. Probably they received instructions to this effect from
the goveriment, As a result of their visit we were permitted to proceed
to Nagehu for which we started on the nineteenth of January. Of course,
this was only a change of location in the same distrieth but the con-
tinuation of the same detention, Only on the fourth of March could
we reach some agreement with the govermment for our fuither procedure
towardaf%he Sikkim border by a most circuitous waye. I will not speak
about the many difficulties during this pascage because during parts of
this passage ve were sent by actually unexplored ways and had to cross
passes of about 21,000 Feet ummarked on the maps. All cEEfSs of the
districts vhere we passed were astonished azs to why the govermment was
sending the expedition through such difficult ways when there are ways
more accessible in the same district, I do not know why znd how this
route was appointed for our expedition,

"Certainly it was gquite unlawful and inhuman to detain our
Expedition during the severest winter period in summer tents in the most
unsanitary place, Chu-nargen , exposed to the terrible winds and where
everyone suffered intensely from the severe frosts., It was inhumanly
cruel not to take into consideration that in the expediéion were three

/
women ,one of them a girl of thirteen years. It was iﬁhuman to depriwve
us of all intercourse with the world without reason and without telling
us the causes, It was unlawful not to recognize the regular passpori

1

given by their own Tibetan representative. Ve do not blame the Tibetan

government for forbidding us to enter Thasd@@i@le respect too highly

s £

the customs of a country, although we know the people of several nationa-

1ities who visited Lhasa. Yhen we told the ) 3 % about the wvisit of

General Pereira to Lhasa, he ansvered that sucb 1erbon llty never even

<

existed, When we reminded him about the wvisit of Lme.’tkvad-ﬁeel he

told us that she never was in Lhasa. Ve knew unquestionably the names of
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Japanese and Russianisubjects who visited Lhosaj,using the passport of
the same representative in longolia., But the existence of all these
visitors was plainly denied by the Tibetan officials, whe zlso informed
us that the telegraph between Lhasa and Calcutta was destroyed by
Tibetanses I claim that the Tibetan govermment is entirely guilty of our
illegal detention under inhuman conditions. All membe s of our Expedi-
tion can bear witness to the same faets. Seversl times I warned the
Tibetan officials of the heavy damage they were doing to our work., I
warned them that our films would be spoiled and that in this freezing
condition I could not work. I warned them again about the ireeparable
effect on our heszlth as well as the heavy exnenses we were incurriné
by the delay. But they told us that it was a matter for the Central
Tibetan government.

“I also blame the Tibetan government because long before our arriwval
they knew of the coming of the Expedition., Yet they permnitted us to cross
three outposts and to travel for fourteen days into their territory
and only then without giving us any reasons and in the mostireacherous
way did they detain us in the most unsanitafy place, I point out that
if the attitude of the Tibetan government .as suddeniy changed for
some inexplicable reason they should have turned back the Expedition
at the first outpost without delay. The Tibetan govermment claims to be
a religious govermment. Under the meaning of religious one may understand
a cultural one. But during the five months of our detention their con=
duct was that of BaUERes . In conditions of peaceful international ree
lations and knowing of our purely artistic and secientific aim, they
were absolutely outside their rights in thus treating us. I told the offi-

cials often that I had been honorably received during my international

artistic career in twenty-five countries,Unfortunately, as one of the

greatest diplomats of their country informed me, they had heard of only
Sevel,

Because of the orders of the Tibetan govermment our caraven sni-
mals perished and we were compelled to take local znimals. As our funds
were exhausted we were told that we should pay the Tibetan govermment
through the British Politieal Officer in Sikkim, After such trials

we reached Gangtok on the yenty-fourth of May and with the first
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opportunity sent our check for Rupees with our letter to thg Tibe~-
tan government through Colonel Bailey. Colonel Bz iley accepted the check
and told us that he would send us a formal receipt from the Tibetan Cover-
muent but he returned our letter to the Tibetan Government, asking that we
send it directly by post, Our letter was asfollows:

the mest Incomparable Precious Protector of All Living Creatures

Lama and the State Council of the Govermment of ”'b,4:~
8The Roerich American Expedition arrived at Darjeeling on May 26th,1928,

I beg to inform Your Holiness that the sum of Rupees one thousand eight
hundred twent; R 326 covering the cost of transport provided for
the Roerich Expedi he Goverrment of Tibet from Nag~tsang Shen-tsa
Dzong to Thang-gu in Sik Klm, the price of the two silk garments and other
things sold on request to the Joint-Governors of Na g=clu, and the High

Commissioner of Hor,Kusho Kapshor 2alling Rdpees eight hundred ninety

(Rs. 890) and Bupees bne hund¥ 1 sixty (Rz.luc) being the cost of hire of

five camels beionging to the Expedition which carried from Tsaidem te Nag=-

eha loads belonging to YVour Holiness, has been forwarded to the Covernment

of Tibet through Colonel F.M. Bailey YsCaloEs,;British Political Officer,Sikkim

A receipt for the whole sum is hereby requested

by the Expedition to the district officiasls =nd headmen & ating the amount

‘due to each districet, The official receipt of the Tibetan Government will
.be forwarded by us to America,

In order to be abvle to present a full report to the most lofty
Government of the United States of America, I beg ¥our Holiness and the
State Counecil of Tibet to give me full exclanation of\ the following points:

1. What was the reason of the Government of Tibet not to depute
an official to discuss the Expedition plans, and not to answer the several
official letters addressed to the Govermment of Tibet by Eusho Kap-s shii-pa,
High Commissioner of Hor., Instead of €iving the Expedition a chance to
discuss matiers with an official deputed from Lhasa, the Govermment officisal
detained the Expedition for five months north of lagechu in terrible
conditions. Five persons and ninety caravan animals perished from want
of food and fodder, The ecold was intense and the local authorities did not
try to help the Expedition but on the contrary forbade the local population
to sell food supplies to the Expedition. Yo other country treated us in

such a barbaric waYe
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" 2. What was the reason that Holiness snd the CGovernment of
Tibet did not acéepﬁ the image of 1 Let s Lordga letter and large
donation for the three great monasteries of Lhasa on behelfl of the Bud-
dhist Center in New York, U.S.A, Your Holiness and the State Council were
informed of our intention teo make presents to Your Holincss and the monas-
teries of Lhasa but no officiel reply was received by the Expedition, This
matter I shall have to

13 From Nag-tsang to Ssga-dzong Expedition has been sent by the
north route instes f being sent 1 che south route, As a result of this
the Dxpedition experiences tremendous difficulties,

®t4, What was the reason of the Govermment of Tibet not to recognize

the Expedition passport grented by the Tibeten official representative in

Cholden, and the three petitions presented by him to Your Holi-

State Council, I beg to Trequest a full explanation of such
r Tibetan officials rhicéjcan rary to all laws and customs of

other Governments,

¥15. Ny neme has been honored in twenty-five gweat countries and only
in T bet where I came for the welfare of the Buddhist Doctrine had I 1o
experience untold hardships.

®¥It is only beeause of e passport n by Lobzang Cholden in
Urga, that the Ixpedition star ; northern route to Jag-chu, Other~
wise it could hmve completed its mission through China or India.

“tAbout all the humiliating treatment contrary to the marmers and

oms of other cowd rieg the unlawful detention for Tive monthe

severe winter on the highlands of Tibet, and all the

the Expedition will have to report to the Host Lofty GCovermment of the
-United States of America,

"fThe present has been executed in two copies
Tibetan,in Darjeeling on June th ;1928

"*(Signed) Wicholas Roerich,

“'Head of the Roerich Amerlcun Expedition.'®

¢ "'"The detailed secount of the cost of ceraven animals is as follows:-

l. From Shen-tsa to Chok-chu for 100 pa aks and 1C ling ponies=
: ! : 5 sho
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Chok~chu to Nam-chen for one day for 80 yaks and 8horses

20 ngusangs 5 sho

Nam-chen to Ngamo-dangkang forl8kapafii®yaks and € horses
20 nguszngs 6 sho

Mgamo~dangkang to Lokar for 83 pack-yaks and 1C horses
43 ngusangs 35 sho Skarma

Lokar to Sangmo-nga for 84 yaks and 10 horses
21 ngusangs 4 sho

From Sangme to Lap-saru for two days for pack-animals and 8 horses
3% ngusangs 5 she

Lap-saru to “aga dzong for three days for 206 pack animals
end 8 horses 48 ngusangs 7 sho

Saga to Yanju for 295 ¢ 295 pack-animals and horses =-
76 ngusangs 9 sho

m Yanju to Karchung our days for pack animals amd horses
72 ngusangs I sho

Karchung to Dak-cho for 64 pack-gakmadiad 9 horses
17 ngucangs 1 sho

Dak=cho to Tingri for 57 yeks and 10 horses
15 ngusangs

Tingri to Memo for 59 yaku and 10 hors
16 nguﬁ'nge

Meme to Shekar for 61 yaks and & horses--
1U nbvs g_...siug

Prom Shekar to Tinkl for 4 days for 60 donkeys and 19

68 mgusongs 4

T3 te Yﬁr""wc"nn for two days B0 ﬂﬂkwﬁrimals
2

15 . From ol
1 horses

16 From Kampa to Thangu for 21 horses and 54
‘ 9 43
(horse per/ngs. snd yake pe

L)
2
p

ex 4 ngs 5 QI

"On June we received a formal receipt from the post tha
our letter was delis 1 to Tibetan officials. But strange to say, up to
nov, we have received no reply to our leiter, not even the acknowledge=
ment of the payment transmitted through Coloney Bailey. Afte; reaching
Darjeeling wve hisétbdenwjisited by representafiives of the fEnglishman"
and "Statesman® the leading Calcutta newspapers to whom we accounied some
details of our experiences in Tibet. The "Statesman” 1In a leading article
of June 3, g~ve some indication of the actual attitude of the Tibetan
government against foyeigners. In the following letter 1 gave some

information of cur emperiencess
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On we received a letter from the American institutions

as follows: ‘ % f;‘ ‘i‘%’}.g ‘

tDear Professor Roerich

¥ith profound shock we have learned of the detention of
the Roerich American Expedition under your leadership in Tibet for five
months by the Tibetan officials, In the name of the Direclors of th?
Roerich Huseum, the Master Institute of United Aris and Corona Mundig
International Art Cemt er,we beg you to transmit to the ai thorities
of the Tibotan govermment our strong protest against their ruthless and
brutal conduct which has aroused indignation throughout America,

By its conduct--so ill-befitting the civilizalion of our
day-~the Tibetan government has jeopardized irreparably the health of the
members of your Expedition and has done irretrievable wrong to the
relationshivs made by the Expedition, In addition te the dreadful perish-
ing of the caravan, the arrest and detention of the Roerich American
Expedition under such irhuman conditions has resulted in a loss of
$250,000 to the American art institutions, under whose auspices the
Roerich American Expedition has pursued its work for art and science,

It wes our firm conviction that you, who have been received
with honors in more than twenty-five countries and to whom Americagis so
indebted for your contributions to its culture and vour services %o its
artistic progress, would be received by all peoples with the honor and
reyerence which your mission merits. The more reprchensible and censurable
e the conduct of the Tibetan authorities which has so Jdamaged the
negceful work of the Expedition.

We desire that the Tibetan CGovermment be fully cognizant
that the American art institutions which have sponsored the R[oerich Ameri-
can Ixpedition, as ell as the American people, deeply protest this
damage to the health of the members of the Lxpeditiom and the resulte of
fts work, =5 well as the financial losses they have sustained, They shall
not permit this matter to rest without the reparation which this serious
offence wer ants, We are sending a Commicsion to investigate the details
and causes of the evenis which so hindered the continuance of your work,

We assure you of the deep sorrow which we have experienced
by the news, and of our purpose to take all possi ble measure in the matter,

= -
Iouis L,

In conclusion I mey state that I profoundly understand the just
indignation expressdd by the Amtiiead institulions and the entire
could not
American Press because I sammsk imegine that a governmeni could have

treated in such manner & peaceful artistic and scientific expedition

organized by emiment incorporated educational institutions.”




In transmitting

iminary report we may
damage mentioned has been viust and the work of the Expe-

immeasurably harmed by this unexpected detention. The

ke o

of the members has been seriously impaired. The dignity of Pro-
Roerich and the members of the Roerich American Expedition has been
putraged for the Expedition went not as intruders but fortified by legal
passporis.
The members of the Expedition comrpised Professor Nicholas
Roerich, lecader of the Txpedition, Mme. Roerich,George Roerich ,M.A, (Harvar
Dr. X.N.Rabinin, well~known physicians Colonel Kardashevsky, formerly of
the British forces, Chief of Convoys; ¥r. P.K.Portniagin, @hief of Trans-
'porta‘cion, Yr, A, CGolubin, his aide, and Misses Ludmilla and Maya Bogdanof,
aides to lme, Roerich. It is unprecedented that such a large expedition
with nine Ruropean members and more than tventy mtives was treated in such
an inhuman manner. In all expeditionary records such occurrences have been
imknown .
Since our arrival we have despatched the following letter to the
Tibetan Governmental agent at Gyangtise,
"On June 20th you, in your official capacity as agent of the

Tibetan Govermment, received for transmission a letter sent by registered

‘.return receipt mail to "the lost Incomparable Precious Protector of all

Living Creatures the Dalai Lama and the State Council of the Covernment of
Tibet", from Professor Roerich, leader of the Roerich American Central Asian
Expedition. Thus far, Professor Reerich has received no reply.

"Recently as representatives of the American art institutions,
Roerich Museum,laster Institute of United Arts and Corona Mundi, Int ernation
al Art Center, we arrived in India for the purpose of inquiring inte the
causes of the unprecedented and cruel treatment accorded to our Expedition,
under the ldadership of the world-renowned artist Professor Nicholas Roe-
rich, It is our purpose to make detailed investigationsﬁ of 2all causes
of this matter and to present our Report to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the United States Senate, In Professor Roerich, eminent ar-
tist and scientist, we have sent on the Expedition the greatest lecader,

a world authority honored in all countries: and all America and the entire
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at the earliest oprortunity.
You may be assured that we will exhaust all efforts to learn the full
detdils of this wotidesef jon against the Expedition,
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For the Commission
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to recover in more civilized surroundings .

*Signed ,Ce.Riabinin,Doctor of the Zxpedition.”
# i 1 9 Tn A
. % This certificatef we have been told, was sent by the liajor

s

;fd the General., Put the Major smiled on informing that the guestion

of health was of no consequence to the Tibetan govermment, Terrible
hurricanes did tremendous ham to us. And in our summer tenis=--because
the Expedition had had no intention of spending the winter on the
heights of 15,000 feet-=-it was unbecardble. The doctor predicted many
times that one night we would zll be frozen. The hearti of llme, Roerich
wags considerably affected and my son George twice nearly succumbed to
these conditions. Colonel Kardashevsky, chief of our guard, and
¥, Portniagin, chief of transport, suifered for many days., We tried to
find another spot in the wvieinity but nothing availed against the
terrific cold. So on the Fourteenth of January,1928, the Doctor
of the Ixpedition issued & second medical certificate as followss:
1 By these presents, I the undersigned certify for
the second time +that since November 18th,1027, the state of health
of all members of the Roerich American Expedition has been greatly
aggravated., Besides the general weakening of the heart activi-
and general weakness-- two of the members
f the Expedition have fallen 11l of the scurvy. It is absolute-
the Expedition to start at once for the south
Sikkim in order to recover in more civi-
1ized surroundings.
%! The Expedition has been detained on the cold uplands
for ma e than a hundred dayse. Further detainment of the members
of the Expedition must be regerded as an orgenized aftempt against
the }ives of the members of the Expedition.
(Signed) C. Riabianin

Doctor of the Expedition.”
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Forcibly detained for more than two months on tan uplands altitu
fifteen thousands feet stop Severe cold snow scarce food-supplie
and fuel stop have to stay summer tents stop ne answe
Government on numerous letters stop ignores Tibetan
van animals periched stop Illnesses amons members of Exvedit] and sers
vanis dangerously imcrease stop Situation ex ttremely eritical stop

e > a2 o T lnon
wend sirong cables Lhase t

<

hrough Colonel Bailey Iritish Hesident Sikkim
to get

CGable content cablegrams Chklaver to inform ¥rench Covermmer

Yress, Botiomley Znglend, Carmele Italy, VWellington Koo China through

-

Yrane, Tokeuce vapan Zuleaga Spain stop Inform perseonall Yy GSenator

™

Borah stop Tronsfer ten thousand rupees Inperial Bank Darjeeling

Greetings this number fife--Roerich

)

L, {,‘ 5 a».z'i
uukaBQr 21,1927

3 IExecellency the
rrand Couneil of T

Roerich America

Chu=norgan unable
at Chu nargean two day
health., The i

country end to proceed to Cyangtse and

8 already written to this effect to his personal

Hesident in Sikkim,
enought to iseue orders tc zllow the Zxpedition te
proceed to Cyangtse via Nagehu,

Tharking vou-in anti on, I remain,




above-mentioned letters and wires, there
Bailey by Professor Roerich, two letters and
Expedition had attempted to send from Nagchu
xpedition unsent.

e are making efforts to oblain an answer to our communica-
tions of June l4th an August 17th to the Tibetan govermment. During
our visit to the Ghum Honastery we had a conversation in this regard

#ith the High Priest Rinpoche, formerly of Chumbi, through the Lama
Mingyur as interpreter, be lieving that information could be obtained
through him, However, he emphasized to us that he had nothing to deo
with his "peculiar®" govermment, as he expressed it. In ansver
suggcetion that he indicate to his govermment the urgent need of re-
plying to our communice ations so that matters could be adjusted, he

rastily refused with = significant gesture,

In order that vou may realize the almost incredibly shocking

conditions under which the members of the Bxpedition were detained, we
re sending you samples of the food which the members of the Expedition
sere compelled to eat. Not enly was the quality of the food of an
uncpsumable nature but the prices which the Zxpedition was forced to
pay for it, will nish further enlightenment on the limitis to which
the officials carrie ; puroses The prices were as follows: A
small bag of twenty-nine pounds of barley jof which about five pounds
wasesstnpes , cost about Four Dollars $4)s A small picce of barley
sugar ,the ounly obiainable sugar, weighing slightly more than a

quarter pound cost Three Dollars (&3), A small yak-calf was about
Zleven Dollars {$11). A small cup of milk was about Seventy CentsbEe?0)e
A small piece of butter,amounting to about three pounds was Eight

Dollare (28). Even the fuel was unbelievably high and for two long

stikks of fire-wood the price was Ome Dollar (¥1).




such exorbitant prices as well as the damages

detention of the Expedition, we have estimated
fered, to be not less thax

constantly further deta

indignity to which the members of the Expe
& v

We have recently received news that an article on the
Roerich American BEx edition and its detention appeared in a Tibetan
newspaper published in Ealimpong. Ve ar now trying to obtain a copy

of this newspaper to ascertain their presentation of the facis. Ve shal

send this copy

Ve are continuing our es into the matter , being

constantly morc shocked a ¢ savage and uncivilized attitude taken

by the Tibetan officials against the Roerich Ameriean Ix edition with

L {"LJ

its enzlithening and cultural mission.
£ Fid

gincere respccts we transrit this

1 & 1
Yery ufu’-lj,’,

August 26,1928




Ploesse add thae following to the THIRD REPORT

On the 7th of Novamber thers was received in Darjeeling
2agant Mirror of
had at Yalimpong and

lated October 14th, 1928 which contained thz following:

"Ths commission of enquiry about Prof-:ssor Roerich's

arrival to Nag-chu last year, is staying in Darjeeling.

The Profzsssor has presented a latter to the Tibstan Go-

[

vernment and it g2sms that no answar has been received
so far. We hear the Profzssor has recently acquired a

Kaniur from Tib=t. "
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THIRD REPORT

°

The letter hersinafter quoted was sant to the Trade Agont of the

o o 5.0 Y

Tibatan Governamant at Gyangtse on Septamber 218t, 1 :

"Dear Sir,
Wwa ara in receint of a letter from ths Tibetan autho-

"pities acknowledging the receipt from us of 1826 Rupaes,covering
"the sum given for the Caravan axpsnees as woll as tha return of

he sum given for old brocade cloth acquirad by Tibestan Autho-
"pities from the Roarich American Zxpedition.
"Wa are now awaiting ths reply to our communications of June
"20th and August 17th, to ths Tibstan authorities conczrning the
"datantion of the Roerich American Expesdition in Tibet and re-
“quest you to expedite this matter so that we can have our reply
"at tha earliest opportunity and despatch it to America.
" Yours vary truly /signed/."

A copy of this letter with a spacial accompanying letter, as quoted
in tha Tollowing, were communicated to the British Resident in Bikkhi

Colonel *.¥,Bailey,CIE:
Sept.218t, 1028,

"pear Sir:

We ars writing to inform you that we have raecelved
"through your kindness the acknowledgnaent from the Tibstan
“govarnmant of tha reczipt of 1294 Runass, covering the exXpansc
"for tha caravan of tha Roarich American Expedition and for
"the return of money for the braocade acquired by the Tibstan
"authoritiss from the Rosrich American Expedition. We presume
“ghat wa shall now hear shortly regarding our communications
"of June 20th and August 17th to the Tibetan authorities in re%aJJ




-Da
'"to the detention of the Roerich Ane
' Should you hear of any intention
‘*Tibetan authorities to apologize
th? » Roarich Amaeprican Bzredition
*will inform us.

" We anpreclate the courtesy with which you have assisted
"us in all mattsrs of the Expedition and 1in thank you
"for your graciousness. Very sincerely ¥

3

i

30 far no reply has besen reczived =ither from the Tibetan Agent or

from the British Resident. All lstters havse baen sent registered,

requesting return rsceipts.

On the 8th Ssptamber 1928 an acknowledgemsnt was recsived from the
Tibetan Governmaent, stating that it had received the amount of Rs:1826

from thes Expedition for the caravan animals as well a8 the return of

o

payment for all obj=2cts purchased by the Tibstan officials from the
Expadition during its detention in Tibet. Being short of funds the
Expedition was obliges to comply with the requests 8f the Tibatan
officlals and sell them certain objects, which they insistently
r2quest=d to have so0ld to tham. But after such unhuman detention, in
all justice th2 exp2dition did not wish to ratain this money and re-
turned it to the Tibstan Government together with the sum for the pur-
chased caravan animals. Both these sums were cl=arly itemized and
Stipulated in the accompanying lettsrs sent to the Tibstan Government.
We arez assur2d that this itemization was received by the Tibstan Agent
as we have recelvad his postal reaturn raseeipt. We can only express

our great astonishment at such peculiar procedure.

Recently thers was brought to us a copy of the Tibatan nawgpaper
“Pleasant Mirror of Wews from Different Countriss" published at
Kalimpong, dat=ad August 16th 1928, Volume Wr.6, wherein on page 5,
second column an article on the Rosrich Amarican Expedition was

s 1J

printad, of which the following is =




"News of the svaent of the journsy of Prof.Roerich. In the "Foraign
"Year" 1924, having arrived to Ladak, ha crossed the Karakorum
"Pass and passing Yhotan, Kashgar,Kuchar,Karashahk he arrived

“in th2 Altal mountaing and visited thes Kalmuck Monasteries.

"And the Russian-Mongolian countriaes.

"Than the Gobi Desgert, Tsaidam, Tibet and Sikkhim. Then he
"arrived at Darjeeling. This is the first news about the en-
"eireliing of ths couniry, called Asia.

"At the time of going through China, because of endless warfare
"*and danger of attacks by brigsnds, he was obligad to move by
"night and hide in dark places during the day.

"On reaching ths Tibstan-Chinese border, he was stopped by
“Tibetan officials. And he was forbidden to proceed further.
"Except for this difficulty, he did not exparience any others.
"On the way from Tsaidam hs had to endure tremendous hardships.
"This country callsd Tsaidam has only one rocad, a vary narrow
"strip of firm ground, to the right and left of which &tratches
Ya tremendous salt sea, One of tha camels fell into a salt pit
"and tremendous difficulties wers experienced in getting 1t out."™

Strange and misrsepraesenting as this article is, mentioning an eplisode
with camel, but entirely omitting the death of 5 natives and 90 ani-
mals, it yet - by the very fact of its appsarance - indicates that
Tibat and the Tibatan Government are well informed about the Expedition,
although it is apparent that the fact of 'the detention of the Ixpedl-~
tion by the officials is purposeiy avolded. In addition the article
hears proof to the fazct that our letters, demanding an explanation

0

of the detention of the ©xzpadition Wére not accidentally left unans-
wered, but with complate intention.

Recently we have also raecsived from r.George Schklaver, an
authority on international law, a detailed legal opinion, which we

shall bring you personsally personally, and in which he expressed the

opinion that the Tibetan Government has transgressed all international

-

courtesies in thoir zections towards the members of the Roerich
Am>rican Expedition on its cultural mission and is fully responsible

for all damagss, sufferad by the Exped]




to . th

é Tibetan Trade Agent in Gyangise, of the following contents:
y

~ October 26th 1028.
"Sip:- :
. We have thus far writteon you twice éﬁ registered letters.
"These have been received by you. Thus far we have received from
"the Tibstan Government only a receipt, acknowlesdging money, but
"without any explanation nor answer to our previous letters.
"Naturally, you understand, that the acknowledgment of the receipt
"of money also obliges the Tibetan Government to respond to our
"detalled letter regarding this sum of money. Moreover we do not
"even wish to admit the supposition that the Tibetan Government
"does not wish to accord an explanation to the American Institutio
"regarding ths unprecedentad maltreatment of our Expedition,which
"went to Tibst with the nscessary Tibatan passports and zuthori-
"sations.Should we fall to receive a reply, we regret that we shal
"have full right to presume that the Tibatan Governmsent deliberate
"intended to harm our peacsful American Expedition,which went to
"Tibet with purely wmecientific aims. Once again we enclose herewith
"a copy of the certificate of ths Doctor of our sxpedition, in
"which he confirms that the maltreatment of the Expadition was
"identical with an intention of destroying it.

cx We trust that we may receive 2 prompt reply which will explain
"and clerify this matter. Yours very truly /signed/. "
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