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know, 1t is difficult, 1% tskes time, to induce the world

to understand the value of new ideas, It has taken much

patience and persistence on the ;ﬁ?t of' people from many

countrie but finally, after twenty-five years the pact

for the flying of The Roerich FPeace Flag vwas drafted, accord-
the Codes of International Law, by Dr. G. Chklaver,

of the University of Paris.

"This Peet provides, thet, in case of war, educetlional,
artistic, and selentific i 154 ns, a&rtistic and scientifiec
missions, and the personnel, the property snd collecilons
of sueh inatitubions &nd misslions all be ened neutral
and &8s such shall be protected end respected by belligerants,
&9 Niwe institutions, collections, snd misslions thus
reglstered display e distinctive flag which wlll entitle
them to special protection and respect on the pert of
Governments end people of all the High Contracting

The Bapner of Pescge stands for the agecomplis
¢ivilization springing from the love of beauty,
wheon weé see the Roepich Flag flying, we must realize
symbolizes the great aévancument of mankind and the high
gpirituel and cultural values that mwen have set thelr hearts
upon.

Twenty-five yesrs of hard, steady eadeavor brought this

Pact into existence, And then, in 1929, 8 Commititee of the

Roerich Banner of Pesce was founded in New York. £&nd In
19030, tvo committees were ilnsugurated in Europeé; one in

Bruges, and the other in Paris.
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Roerich Pact vwas
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secretary of Agriculture, who had

B

to sign the treaty on behalfl of

"I regerd the Roerich Pac¢ s8 an inevitable step in

tionsl relations has such B8n ideal been

-
pore needed, While the indiv itions are
their separate econowmiec and national

necessary that they recognize their responsibility

he community of nations., I feel that this age
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to Hicholes Roeriech in that creation of &l ideal .

feith and anticipation toward those
spiritual and culturel reslities of whieh the Roerich

" " 1]
is & Symbol,

Nieholas Roerich, then, is the crestor of this ideal,

Who is he? How do you spell his naume?




name is gpelled "R - o -

was onceé & professor, in Russia, But he left Russle 1n

Just before the last wvar sand made hig howme high up in the

Himaloayas L¥ north of Indie, in the heart of the grandest
world provides.

Up above his home are the eternal snow and lg¢e of the
loftiest wountein erests, Round about him are the tremendous
forests of evergreens., DBeneath hin are the magnificent
canyons and gorges of rivers and streams. The alir i
and bracing. And everywvhere ig the sense of quiet and pe

He and his vwife snd his two sons dwell there, They
have made thelr home a center of seientific resesreh. Fro-
fessor Roerich hes untiring energy. The maxim that he lives
by ip this -~ "Life is Work." His message to us all, in his
own words is - "Work; which brings rhythmic harmony, whieh
inspires mankind to live an enlightened life.” Roerich's

wvork consists in writing and in painting, as well 23 1in re-

agych &nd study.,.
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to disgern what there is in life that endures, leads him to

this conclusiong -«

There is one influence that is uniyversal, although it
ls the product of human effort, There is one thingz that
every nation produces, And that one thing is - ART,

Art is universal. It is not the product of any one
gcountry, or group of countries. It 1s not national or local;

1t 18 International, And it cannot be owned, The paintings




and writings of Nigholas
just as all

belongs to

jeauty cannot be kept from us, Countries éannot fight

It comes from somewvhere above and beyond us,
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man can ereate ig nede for all of us. Art bresathes

the free air, the free air of the spirit of all mankind

So it is that Roerich says: "The pledge of happiness

4 &3
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for humanity lies in besuty, 4 5 atimulus
for the regeneration of the spirit.” wonder he considers
art to be lmmortal snd boundiess. The way to the truly

givilized Fulture, he c¢learly sees, is through Art,

And becsuse of this profound understanding of the influence
Art and Beasuty in human life,Roerich has founded centers
eulture in nearly every country in the world.

You can see, I am sure, why Roerich thought of the Baaner

&

of Peace, One of his greatest paintings symbolizes the

idea that the Banner represents, In this painting he represents

ey
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where they live, &nd casting to thé four winds sous little
paper horseés that they have made, For there is an old Tibetan
Y, full of magle and spells, that these paper horses will

find travelers who are lost in that grest mountain wilderness.

And then the paper horseés turn lnto real horses and bring the

travelers safely to one of the monasteries for food and shelter.
This story has a deep meaning, that all the worid can

profit by. First of all, it means that if msn will only try,




he can find ways and means of bringing lost travelers houe

to sefety and friendliness, And, in the second place, it

S

means that the way home is through spirltuel effort, by a
f maglc - the sort of magic that ve find in noble bulld-
rich music¢, fine paintings, or great poems. These

little paper horses represent besuty snd truth - lumortal

beauty, end immortal truth, In feet, these littlle paper
horses are preyers - spirituel messeges of helpfulness end
pesce &2nd goodwill.

And thet is why Roerich made tﬁis;;

3

It sepves him as & syubel -~ 1t tells Ghe
the wmessage that the way home, to peace,

through the devotion of

love of ceresting beauty.

Roerich tells the same story in his writings. For, ss
he says, over and over again, "the evolution of & new ere
rests on the corner-stone of besuty and culture.,”

Thirty-four years ago Nicholas Roerich thought of the
Banner of Peasce, Po«day thirty-slx nations have already
agreed to respect that benner.

The banner itself is & pure whité flag which shows three
wagénta spheres in & eircle, This symbol has several inspir-
ing meanings - to mention two of thewm, it stands for Religlon,
Art, and Sclence as the expression of Human Culture; and 1%

glsc is an emblem of The Past, The Present, &nd The Future,

as man's schievements protected within the ecirele of Eternity,
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