Banner of Peace in New York and the comite pourle pacte Roerieh in Paris
took place .In I93TI,was established the Union headed by ¥r, Camille Tulpinek,
with its seat at Bruges.Roerich the rmt originator of the Pact was honoured
with the permanent Presidentship of the Institutions. v
The Pact is a summons to the appreciation and cataloguing of religious,
artistic,and secientific treasureé and to the establishment of mutusl cultural
understanding and appreciation.Convinced of the inestimable mission of the
Pact,twenty-five countries expressed their loyal support to the Pact the
very year it wag announced !The same year, the Roerigh Pact was endorsea by
the Governments of China,New Zealand, Panama, Japan, Persia,New Foundland,
i;goland,Turkey,Indo China and San Salvador.All the leading luseums enaorseﬁkﬂ
the Paet and encouraged its immediate adoption,Two international conferences
for the promulgation of the Reoerich Paet,were held in the neroic'city of ﬁf
Bfuges»-which towers immortally as the inspiving symbol of a rich multitude
of beautiful names and events-- in I93I and 1932 in which delegates from over
twenty-five countries actively varticipated.The ROEZRICH PACT RRe¥ has been
enthusiastiecally welcqmed by men of light and leading in all walks of life
throughout the world,The ROERICH PACT BOOK records the appreciations of
eminent people . Sueh high priests of Culture,as Rabindranath Tagore,H, M King
Alvert . of Belgium ;Maurice Materlineck,Mrs Franklin Roosevelt,President
Roééevelt,Sir CoV .Raman,Upton Sinelair,Sir J.C.Bose,Sir S Radnakrisnnan fb
mention but a few of the outstaniling tninkers who have endorsed the Pact o
have expressed their enthusiasm for tue Roerion Pact,
It is stimulating to review some of the opinions beautifully expressed
by distinguished savants .
Vaurice Materlinok writes:="With all my heart am I with the advocators
of the Roerieh Pact...let us group all the moral forces whieh we are able
to gather around this noble vigion,®
Rabindranath Tagore says :~"Ihave keenly followed your most remarkable

achievements in the realm of art and also your greatl humanitarien work for

the welfare of the nations of whieh your peace Pact idea with a special




Panner for protection of Cultural treasures is a singularly effective symbol.
It is interesting to learn that the Pact has been definitely favoured by
military authorities who have endorsed the entire practicability of Roeriech's
altruistic proposslf,.fubert Lyautey,the former Marshal of France s Vigorously
gupported the Pact and Barou de Theun the great military authority has intro-
quced 1lively lectures on the Pact in military schools.
In nhis untiring effort to promote and safeguard the progress of manking,

Roerich has created the triune Banner of Peace for the protection of the
cultural treasures of the world.The Banner is emblematic of the spirit of

-

théFRoerieh Yact.,The Danner is intended to be hoisted over all ecultural
institutions in every country.The idea has been welcomed in the highest

quarters as a very practical intelligent one.The Banner of Peace s Tepresents

a trio of spheres within a cirele yin majenta colour on & pure white back-
ground.The Banner is a symbol of unity,eternity,culture and humenity s Dast,
present ana future.The artist of the bamner holds that it is "imperative to take

immeadiate measures to preserve the noble heritage of our past for a glorious

posterity” and adas that "the creation of culture sesssbelongs to no one but

to the world ." The‘banner with an inscription is indicative of s great idea.

The Roerich Banner of Peace has been unfurled over a large number of insti-
tutions throughout the world.By this and other equally powerful means ,
Roerien the great Apostle of Peace has awakenéd in the hearts of the people
of the world a reverence for Cultural Treasures wWhich f;wm the noblest and
most precious heritage of humanity.

Referring to the Paet and Banner,Dr, George Chklaver opines:-

"Seldom are all nations of the World stirred by the same thought ,seldom
are they % united by the same endeavour.It was given to Nicholas Roerich to
create a lMovement which has won the enthusiastic support of the Covernments
and peoples alike: thus it was proved once more that Beauty, Kuowledge and

Culture are the best means to bring together the Vembra disjecta of humanity”,




Leou Dabo, the rTenowned Artist expressed bis apnreciation thus:i-

"I1f we can have this Banner acecepted by all pations to protect the
beautiful,the precious,the exuberance of the human soil as expressed by brain
and hand of man,it will.be the greatest contribution of the spirit of numani-
ty and the spirit of Cculture which man has introduced into the world in t
last thousand YEArSsese s

Vovenber 1033 marked an important milestoné in the progress of the Roerich

Fanner of Peace.The convention at Washingtou whicn took place on'the 17th

.\
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Fovember 193> in nounour of 'the Roerich Peace Bann as a mighty sehievement,
Thirty-four nations took active vpart in the Convention and all unanimously
sccepted the Pact and Banner.lr.James Brown Hcott,a world rencwned authority

on 'International TLaw,and thé Director of the Carnegieé Endowment for In¢tcr¥

vational Peace,made a powerful gpeech at tne Conventioun vigorously supporting

the Pact,and urging its pronnt and jmmediate adoption.Pollowing the encoura-
ging and unanimous aadoption of the Roerich Pact and Pesce Banner by the third
International Convention ,the Plenary session of the Tan-American Congress
definitely took the lead in sunnorting tue noble cause by adopfing the Pact
THe Roerieh Ranner of Teénce is an epoch~making svmbol of Culture and when it-
gomes to be accepted by the whole werla ,it will be forever more a guarantee
and vandalism thnat have been thne bane of #xk Art and

Culture ‘in the past .nder shelter of the Banner ;as the XYNE s;onsorvof the
ract confidently nbpes,humanity will march to "Culture and Peace’--ilhe most
sacred goals of man'".Pogitive creativeness whien is the fundamental cuality of
the human spirit,nas been largely and richly manifesteéqa by Roerich iu the
Panner: of Peace.lt marks s most lurinous role in the creativeness, progress
and unity of Roerich'es strenuocus endeavours in establishning peace and goodr
will) among men ang rendering their lives. sweet,

4t the secord Irdian History Congress at Allahabad,Dr Tara Chana moved
and -fNai Bahadur Brij Vohan Vyas seconded a motion for the endorsement of the

oerich Pact and the following resoluticn was unauimously passea!"Resolved




that the Secona Indian History Coungress held at Allshabad approves of the
International Paoect for the protection of artistioc and sScientifie institu-
tious,nistoric monuments,missions and collections ,originated by Kicholas
Roerich and records its supnort of the said Pact".Rai PBahadur Brij ¥ohan
Vyas.in seconding the motion paid s tribute to-Roerieh and mentioned that
the Tael has already been adopted-by 21 countries and a very large number
of learneg societies and agsociations ,He stated that xEx he had not doubt
that by solemnly endorsing that great Paect in the caluse of Desce and culture
that most distinguished and learned assembly of ‘scholars from all over India
would not only be following foot-steps of similar assemblies ana organiza-
tions in other parts of the vorld,but woula be lending support to a most
griergent and significant measure.

The twenty-one republics of the Americas,under the ledgership of Tthe
United States signed the Roerich Pact: ,on April '15,19355,at Washinglion wheéreby
monuments of art and iustitutions of Culture are placed beyond-the object-

o

ives of warefare and adopted the Roerich Banner of Peace as their protective

symbol,"For the Tirst time in the history," said the Minister of Danamsd,

"the neutrality and vrotection of Culture are incornorated into one single
and comnleté body of Conventional and international law.,"

+In adaition to the many previous adoptions,the Roerich Paect has also been
recently unanimously erdorsed by two International Congresses in Paris: The
International Federation of Art,Literature and Sce¢ience ,and the First Cong-
ress of -International Studies.

The late Rev.Dr Torwood,the inspired spiritual HMesseuger of America,oti
the Roerich FPanner of Tesce Day conséecrated the Banner thus:-

‘'We shall have peace,Beautiful PFlag,and it will come to us one day,We
gend you thus forth ou your mission at this moment . We send you forth and
we pledge ourselves that we who touch your folds,that we who look upon your
whiteness,shall consecrate ourselwves,our sould and our bodies ;10 the ado-

ration of God,in the Highegt,the height of human heartis ,And so'it shall
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come ass tha ea shall come. at last to humanity through the victo-

folds of your whiteness,the challenge of your coleur .and the completeness
of your symmetry.Go forth and conguer im the name of 1oVe...... ...,
Roerien's infinite faith 'in his noble mission of World P
HER a8 days roll on,as will be best seen from the following
passage extracted from his solemn message to the Washington Convention:
“Verily humanity is ¥x tired of destructions,vanadaliem ana negations
Positive creativeness in the ¢ fundamental ality of the human
eur-life,everything that uplifts and ennobles the gpirit most hold the dorma
place,...Be assured it is not = truism to speal about the undeferable and
urgent strivings of culture....
«s+enlet there resound opnce again the mighty prayer for peace of the entire
world.As the Red Cross affirme physical heelth,uo may the Eanner of Pesce
eptablish and =2ffirm the spiritusl health of mankind,¥===

¥ieholas Roerich’one of the most amazing of our conteémporary renitses,

orie who by verpatility by universality of nis works joins the nrocessional

- a :
of ‘such wen as Tebnardo,] ytncorlu,Blake,Goetne and numerous others” and

& geniue who stands for constructiveness ang spi irituality, nas mmac & per-
ménent contritution to the values of life and 160 the enrichment of humsn
nd” through his enlightening Tact and avpealing Peace Banner
cis R,CGrant obseryes,are "thc latest superb expressions
ofinis enius
The Roerich 7act and Roerich Banner of Peace passionately plead for
stonping the waste of wvandalism,for outlawmng the destruction of objeocts
artistic imagination and production ,and for gasting a lasting ostra-
againgt the wilful,the ignorant or the vicious who destToy or who
would destrov . "the Trozen music of & ecture, " the magnificent stru-
gtures of seclence ,the wonderful creations of sculptors ,painters,musi-

cians and moets who have translated their noble ideals and imageries

into something good,true and beautiful.In choosing for the first time

4

-~




a standard fullv symbolic of man's spiritual expression as revealed in his
artistic and selentific attaluments .Nicholas Roerieh has pm proclaimed a
new eultural covenant for numanity .The sign of the trisl in the Roerich
’?anner of PemxmBiz Peace is most universal in character,This symbol is of
immenise antioquity and nothing could be more suitable for uniting all Traces.
The call of @ integration snd of world unity pronounced by Roerich is an
invocation to harmony synthesized by a great spirit and it would prove a
welding force among nations,and gzest a New Humanity that would guard and
strain to fulfil tne diviune charge of Brotherhood among men,As a true guar-

dian of high culture,the Roerich Banuner of Peace shall warn every assailant

"lioli me tangere--" Do not treat the world's treasures in a sacrilegious

'Vfay i




nistoricsl cities of great antiquity as well as his exeavation enda exploration
all assoelinted witn traditions ancient and glorious =--gonvinced Roericn of the
undeferable necesesity for making arrangements to proteet ocultural treassures.ln
I1204,Roerich addressed the Society of Architects in St Petersburg,calling atte;
ntion to the deplorable and frigatfully %ﬁgic condition of architectural monu-
ments and urging the Assembly to take urgent measures to protect the edifices,
Tn 1974 Roerich suggested to the CGrand Duke Nicholas the Supreme importance
anda immediate need of protecting the architectural monumeénts whioh were fTast
perisning .The late Tmperor heartily appreciated Roerich's intelligent propo-
gals.During the beginning of the great War ,Roerich the Prophnet eof Universal
Beauty,enphasized repeatedly the urgent need for protecting ertistic and selie~
ntific treasures,But the war-crazy world did not hesr the prophet's call;Tﬂm‘
grand ides of Protection of cultural treasures was most ably and convincingly
propounded by the gifted and persuasive spesker in his spiritéd address at the
Exhibition whieh was most representative and greatly appresiated .The Natious
which participated in thgmeeting went with the burning thought that the prote-

otion of cultural treasures wae & 'sacred reality in the world'.The elite of

humanity which attended the Exhibition heard Roerich's impassionate gall and

realised that no real evolution is ever possible without the accumulation of
Culture, -

In I930,Reerieh proposed to tne nations to establisn a Pact for the pre-
servation of all Art and Sciénce Treasures of Humanity through the New York
Times.Tne article was a trumpet call to‘the jntelligentsia of the world to
realise that "gonetructive work is a true prophecy of a new era,and 10 make
them feel the imperative necessity and undeferable desirability for a great
nesce that will tame the belligrent instincis of humanity by the resplendent
and joyous creations of the spirit."The same year Dr.GCeorge Chklaver,Doctor oi
Taws and Drofessor of the Paris University was commissioued by Roerich to dra

¢

0
the legal fraym the Pact.In I930,the Pact won the wholehearted approval of the

Teapue of Nations and that ye¢ar the founding of the Gommittee of the Roerich




