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THE AMERICAN CULTURE TREATY

Dr James H. Cousing writes: Reuter's cable from Washington
published in "The Hindu" of April 16, announcing the treaty
made on the previous day between the United Statees of Ameyica
and elghtcen cSouth and Central Amerlcan Kepubllcs, recognising
the invieolability of cultural monuments in timeg of confliect,

speaks of the oreation of a new flag which will render
inviolable the buildings on which it is flown. I ghould like
to say that the flag r.ferred to has not been created by the
treaty; rather tlle treaty igs the outcome of a movement

eExkxd gtarted flve or more yearg ago by the worldrenowned
palnter, Nlcholas Koerich, who threw the whole significance

of the movement lnto the gilmple gymbol of a gircle encloeglng
three sphereg, indicating the universality of creative
expregslon through beauty and truth. The flag ig known asg

The Banner of Peace. Itg adoption by praetically the whole

of the Americag will emerge in higtory ag one of the

supreme acts of growing human sanity in nagional relationships.
The flag and its significance were brought to the attention

of Preslident Roogevelt at an annual celebration held in
%ashlington on November 17 lagt year. The treaty is, 1 surmige
in the absence of the detalled information that will reach

me by mall in due course, the result of that celebration. It
is a gpiritual triumph of the vigion of an artist who lg also

a rieshl, a genliug of our timec¢ comparable to Leonardo dsa Vinei,
the myriad-minded. The congratulationsg of many persons in
Indla who have followed Professor Roerich'e career will go to
him in hle home at his blological research institute at

Nagar in Kulu Valley, Punjab. The event glveg me peculiar
happiness, for I had the great privilege of belng the Chalrman
of the Banner of Peace Committee of Reerich Mugeum, New York,
in 1931 and 1932, and wag orator st the congecration, in the
Roerich Theatre, of the Banner that was then gent forth on

ite mlgsion of xpeexximx claiming that the embodiment s of
man'g creative genlus 1n the arts ghould be placed by common
agsent outsglde the gphere of human conflict. Other nations
besldeg those of the Americag huve adopted the Baaner of Peace.
The British nationg have not yet done so offlelally, but an
unofficial beginning has been made by a few cultural ingtitutions
in Indla, including Madanapalle College, whoge assembly hall ig
now a gallery of Indian art.
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