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.eny MNp, Seeretary,

A noté in relard to the Roerich Pagt und Bamer of Pesce has been handed to me by a member
of the tate Yepartronte This plan his deeply interested me slnoce hmoboowmoootiong
1929, and in view of the personal knowledge I have of its progress, I should like to
present to you certaln aspects of the questions

The Roerich Pact snd Panner of Peace was created and promulgated by Nicholdas Roerich,
artist nd eluscator of internmationsal renown, for the protestion of the world's cultural
trecsurcss Briefly it provides that educntional,artistic and sddentific institutions
artistic cnd scientific mission, works of art, cultural reco-ds and all sites : ind), monuments
of «gultural significunce sh2ll be deemed noautral by the nations and as such shall be
respected in times of war or poace. To insure this, a Binner was designed DLy Nieho!as
Roerich by which such museums, universitics, cathedrals, churches, speclal collections,
libraries and other ocultural monwnents be markeds In nractioce, the Roerich Banner of
Ponce presents ¢ yproject o for the feusibility of which the Red Cross may be regarded

&6 & pre@@d@nt. ’

ge 1930, the, Roerich Pact has made extraordiniry progress in the conslderation of
goverpmental bodles, international Jurlsts amd cultural bodies the world over. In May,1930,
the International Museums® Office of the League of Yations unanimously emdorsed the plan
for the Uverich Yacte 4 parallel interest in many countries at the same time, encouriged
the fourdation of the Unlon Internationale pour le Yacte Roerich in Bruges, Beélgiume a8 a
permanent body to further the acceptince of the Roerich Pacte Through the inltiative of
this hody, two Internationzl Conferences were held in Bruges in 1831 and 1932 , during
which twenty two countries participated in the sessions and xbtwmiixg accompanylng exhie
 tions, ind mxtwcdodont the Fondation Roerich pro pace, #irte , Sclentise ot Labore was
established « Deepests regrets wore mmmixiunmkiy xpressed at that ti-e that the Unlted
States did not perticipetes o faet mude the rore podgnant since the plan has emsnated from
‘an ameridan 1nutntution.

A

: § is-sagﬁﬁiﬁxgy‘&hnonnl anxisty lef the sponsorship of this plan, entirely humanitarian
and altridstic in its concern for srt und sclence, be lost to America that the Roerich
Puseum hapy asrranged that the third International Convention be held in VWashington this
coming November .

rnswer t0 the ouestion of the relationship of the Roerich ‘act and Banner of Yeuce
Corevious cﬁnfcrences on the subject, I miy mention that Dre 'y Adatel, President of

the Permanent Court of International Justice at The Hagmwe was himself the Frotector of

the ' ‘two Conferences for the Roerich Pagt at Bruges, voleing his definlte ondorasement of
the n@ﬁabaity of this further step in the direction of the protection of the world's

oultnrsd sites. loreover, such cut orities in the fleld of interpatiomsl law a8 ntonio,"' 7
do Buatamente, member of the Permsnent Court of Intnrn tion 1 Justicey Professor B.Celplsr,
m@Mbor 0f the same body and its former Fresident, Baron Michel de Taubs, former Winis‘"r

of L ucntion of the “ussiin Enpire snd inermationel jurist; Profs Albert Geouffre de 1a
Bpadplle, Vice President of the Institute of Internationsl Law, Dr, Georges Chklaver of

the Tnstitut des “autes Studes Intermationale vf ¥apis, snd other internaticnal suthorities
of groztest renovms have expressed their support of the “oerlch Yagt and their urgent
anxiotg for its adoption on the ground that, while taking fnll cognizance of the (onferences
at The “ague of 1899 and 1907, as well the Corvention of Szint Germin en laye in 1919,

i% poes far beyond these in the fulfillment of this much desired purnoses To guote Judze
Bustamente: "It 1g & step further in the path already adopted by the Feage Conferences nt
The Hague in 1899 snd 1907, especisally the lutter.’ Baron de Taube, =m equally eminent
anthority, states,"The realization of this pruject from an international judicial point of
view would beé & loglcal ind necesssry develcpment of the principles nlready sanctloned by
the two iague Conferences In 1859 und 1967 and would constitute to my mind new progress

in the long nd haprd marsh of humonity for the humanization of war and the final triumph

of peacs.”’ : ﬁ &l S
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The so-called Roerich Pact 1s a proposal brought forward by the Roerich Museum

in New York for the conclusion of an internationa @ovenant for the protection of
artistic 2nd scientific institutions, missioms and collections through the display
on such property of a distinctive flag entitling it under the convention to especial
protection and respect on the part of belligerents of governments and people of all
the parties to the convention.

The Department has in hhe past reached the conclusion that the proposed conventionz
should not be made the subject of a proposal by the United States to other countries
at the present time,because reasonably sufficien%{gy rantees again t the wanton
injury or destruction of artistic and scientific '%rty in war are already provided
for by t the Convention of the Second International Peace Conferemce held at The

Hague in 1907 , to which a large proportion of the countries of the world are parties,
and that injury to such property is unlikely to result from willful or malicious attagk’
and accidental or inadvertent injury resulting from the modern type of warfare could.
scarecely We defended against in the way proposed by the conventions. That position

was taken by Mr.Cotton, Acting Secretary of “tate, April 29,1930, Unless it be the
purpose of the Administration to adopt a new policy which is believed to be of donbt-
ful wisdom, it would seem undesirable for 2 member of the Cabinet to be the presi-

ding officer at the fortheoming meeting. There would seem to be no objection ,

however, to a member of the Cabinet maming an address at the meeting inm which he

would give expression to his own view on the subject of the protection of artistic

and scientific property in times of war.




c In addition to the adherence of intermational Jurists, advocacy of the Roerich Paet habs
gome from thousands of world bodies and individusls, some of which are olted in the vurious
publications asecompanying this letter, +8 an expression of the wide reuchingocharsgter of
3ts adopeal, I mibht mention the name of such & military avthority 2s HeB.Hubert Lyautey
rand Marshsll of France , wiho expre:.scé his opinion of the urgent need of the Padt at
this time; also thése of Pope Flusy King Albert of Belgium, Kine Alexander of Yugoslavia,
Precident Wasaryk, President Marshall Ven Hinderburgh; such world cultursl figures as
Einstein, Tagore, Bose, Mseterlinck, Raman snd others § in sddition to world universities,
seientifiec bodies, National academies some of which are outlined in the accompanying book
on the Roerich Puact, one may especially memtion the international Red Oross at %eneva, since
the Roerich Peact is essentially a parsllel to the Red Oross,
S PR

In this country wide suprort hss /been sxpressed among eultural bodies, and the women have
voiced thelr wnanimews-endersemedt of the Roerich Pagt through the General Federation of
Womer 's Clubs , whioh has unapimously endorged its In this deep response to the idosls

set for th in the Hoerich Fsot, one may wmertion the words of “rse Roosevelt in regard to
1t:"I think the ideals represented by the Roerich Pact osnnot help but appeal t0 81l those
who htpe that th?hgqst in the past may be preserved to gulde and serve future generationss”
‘so those of 458 Mary Vooley,"The adoption of the Roerich Bammeor of Pesce seems to me
mopt inportant step toward essuring the safety of the world's treasures and i hope
the nations of the world will take this sction.”
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Other egually intervetizg opinions hav: been voloed by enlightened leaders in all fields
of educational endeavor the world overs

“aving kmow the work of the Boerich ¥Museum for many years, I would also like to eXpress
to you my hishest endorsement of its educétionsl and oultural activities which srve very fag=
reachings Chirtered by the University of the State of New York, #s a yublic museum, the
Roorich Museum @ also expresses its educstiomal and cultural setivities through 2 scheol of
all ayts, an internztional art Center, a department of pablications, an internutional soclety
devoted to cultursl interchange between the nations and now having 65 branches in 24 coune
tries, apd the soientlfio resesroh instiiute which has been of especisl interest to me
boosuse, in addition to ite other solentific researches, it 1s conduoting studies into
the ancient medigul snd plant lore of Tibet and Cenmtral Asias This brief resume of the
activities of the Hoerich Museum, I am supplementing by an outline "Degade of Activities"
which also secompunies this lettor.
; altriistie
WView therofore of the fsemkiwttw and humanitarian purvoses o which the Roerich Peet
=0 Banherof Poage 1s de ioated, amd 1t sponsorship by an institution of unsuestioned
edusational =pd altruictic alms, 1%t seems to me especinlly in kveping with our new voint
- of view of world affiars. Delng vrofoundly asppreciative of the lofty apd beasutiful ideals
whish ipspirve snd animate 211 your actions in the cause of International Helations, I have
folt 1% u nloasure to bring tc your a tenticr this plén, fggfyh&gh 1 have the highu:t¢
respect, 1t seems to me, that ds an expression of high vespset for the artistic ond
sobbbthific dohievements of cther sountries smd a concern for their preservation, it is
én espocially propltions movement at thie times Moreover, becsuse of my interest in things
artistic and solentific, 1 velieve this Comvention for the Roerich Pagt in Vashington,
this Wovember, furnishes op ortunity for a restatement by Ameriea~=partioular in keoping
at the present time== 0f ite belief thet there rmust be no barriers to the fundsmentally
worthwhile things which transcend nstional boundaries and have to do with the oxpression
of & ¢ormon lnpmem Purpose, hovever apparently separate the paths of the nations may liee
Through thismatual respect fnd thgilonce for the cultursl sttaimments of all netionsy
Zx® as the heritage of the entire race, I belisve we have made way Tor a distinet movee
ment townrds the pesce of the nationss

Material Atrached:




Material accompanying thic letters
"Roerich Pagt”
"Roerich lMumsewn: A Degade of ict
Dr. George Chklaver:'lLe Pagte Roerish et las ﬂnciete ie8 Nutions
"Le chvarugt én faveur du PYacte Roerioh®
pincki"la Protection en torvs de SUs re Ges i13t1 utlongy misgiongs oollentions
artistique,scientifiogues,monuments kLis toriques st besutes de 1s nsturg=-

Le Pagte Roerich.sa necessite y Scn aotivite,”

Roer ich Museum Bulletin: Ootober 1831
Yeptember 1931
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Jecomber 1932




MEMORANDUM IN REGARD T0 THE RECEIVERSHIP
OF TEE ROERICH MUSEUM

Since the matter of the Receivership has been mentioned to me by the member

of the State Department ~-although I camnot see its bearing on the subject in
hand-~I should like to present the facts of this matter, which are entirely
familiarzy t0 me.

The mentioned Receivership is not at all concerned with the Roerich Vuseum, which
during the last year has contimed its activities in an even incressed scope and
messure from the educational and eultural point of view. The Receivership is on
one of the Buildings owned by the Roerich Museum, since the Nuseum also pwns pro=-
perty,in addition to this building, in New York State, Connecticut, and India,

In 1ine with this Receivership,however, I may state that I kmow from the Roerijch
imseum officials that a complete legal Victory has been won by them and a définite
plan has now been drawn up whereby the Building returns entirely into the hands of
the Museum, which had never once defaulted in interest payments on this Buildiﬁg.

\
\

The reason why wide attention has been drawn to this case is the fact that the |\

Roerich Museum has been scealimed for its fight iy bringing sbout a revelation |\
of the existing receivership mmiiwdmm practices and "rackets" worked in comjunction
with the New York Banks, due to the lure of high receivership fees and other \
malpractices. 2

I may also state that this case -~fought ‘as a precedent by the Roerich Tusem~~has

provdded 2 hasis for the new legislatiom in regard to “eal “state and Receiverships

now promoted by Governor Lehman of New York., which are aimed to wipe out forever the
insidious practices which have held in the real estate field, and which have 1ong

terrorized real estate OWNerss
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DEPARTMENT UF STATE

My dear Mr., Secretarys

I have received your letteraf October llth regarding the des-
ignation of someone to attend the Convention for the Bamner of Peace
to be held in Washington on the 17th and 18th of November next.

I have given much consideration to what you have sald and to what you
have written to me about the attitude this Government should take
toward this plan for a Bammer of Peace and while I am not convinced
that the practical measures which would be necessary for the carrying
out of such a plan would be acceptable to all the nations of the world,
and I think you will agree that such an arrangement would be ineffective
mless it were entered into by all nations, I agree with you that this
is not a time for the United 3tates even to seem Lo withold its approve
al from such a plan for the preservation of the accomplishments and
results of civilization in its intellectual and cultural domaine

As I understand that you are planning to attend this Convention youre

self it would seem entirely appropriate and I would be grateful to you

if you would be good enough to represent me on this occasion for the

ggrpose of conveylng to the assembly a message along the following
ness ' ,

%] have learned with interest and personsl satisfection of
the efforts now being made for the protection and pressrvation
of the educational, artistic and scientific works in every country
during any periocd of hostilities in which they might We subject to
destruction or injury. Vhile there are in existence certain agen=
cies for the protection of such works, I am in entire sympathy with
the objeects for which the mesting you are now atiending was called
and I would be gratified if these gims could be accomplished.,”

Sincerely yours,

8) Coxdell Hull




