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TAJ BAHAS, HOTEL,
BOXBAY, Aprile7,1947,

FHOVISIONAT, COMEITTEE FOR THE ROERICH

PACT IW INDIA

In view of the large destruction of art and eul tursl
institutions in times of war snd ¢ivil upheawvals snd
the consequent loss to the world, Hicholas Roerieh
devised a plan for the protection snd preservation of
cul tural monumente ané institutions in times of such
urkeavsle,

The idea underlying the plan is to persuade the natiomes
of the world to sign end adhere to & pact and create
8n agency of the nmature of the Red Cross whieh shall
be actively engaged in this work, The 21 FRepublies of
South America and the United States of Americs hove
already sigmed this Pact,

It is now proposed to form an Indian Committes to
approach the Governwent of Indig with a view to per-
suade the Covernwent to sign thie Pact snd to take all
necessary steps to put this Pact into operation,

A nurber of prominent men end women have been appro-
ached end have agreed to J0in this Committee. We feel
that your ococperaztiom in this matter would be of great
value and we, therefore, request you to lend us your
suppert by Jjoianing this Comwittee,

The articles of the Pact are enclosed in this letter,
Ve hope 1t shall be rossible for you to join this
cul tural endesvour,

Yours Very Sincerely,
Siss LA - SR 7 5
S

— e —
,ﬁ-,S/eT%/ Z‘ :pré,w‘é
Flease send repl 3% ir.Cvetoslav

Foerick to tie ghove address,







TAJ MAHAL HOTEL,
APRIL, 7, 1947,

PROVISTONAT, COMMITTEE FOR THE

ROERICH PACT IN INDIA

In view of the large destruction of art and eultural
institutions in times of war and eivil upheavals and
the consequent loss to the world, Nicholas Reerich
devised a plan for the protection and preservation of
cultural monuments and institutions in times of such
upheavalse.

The idea underlying the plan is to persuade the nstions
of the world (o sign and adhere to a pact snd creste an
agency of the mature of the Red Cross which shall be
actively engaged in this work., The 21 Republics of
South America and the United States of Ameriecs have
already signed this Paect.

It is nov proposed to form an Indian Commitiee to
approach the Govermment of India with a view to persuade
the Covernment to sign this Paet and to take all neces-
sary steps to put this Paet inte operation.,

A number of prominent men and women have been approached
snd have agreed to join this Committee. We feel that
your cooperation in tThis matter world be of great wvalue
and we, therefore, request you to lend us your suppoert
by Joining this Committee.

The articles of the Pact are enclosed in this letter,
We hope it shall be possible for you to join this
cultural endeavour.

Yours Very Sincerely,
Sy A £y

S e e

Fleuse smé*rgfﬁ" to Lr.Svetoslav i
bperich to the sbove sddresss
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INDIA ADHFRES TO ROERICH PACT FOR T-B PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL ;i
TREASURES L

2 W 100&*//&/
The Government of Indiz has sicnifizd their = renee to the interna-

tional pact, for the protection of cultural treasures, promulzzted by the |
famous artist Nicholas Roerich, This psct which is desi-med to render in-
violable 2ll treasures of Art and Culture, all nztion:zl monuments as well
as educational &nd scientific insti+ tions in times of war end civil strife
has already been ratified by 21 nations including the Un;ted States of

America and has been approved znd recommended for adoption by 35 mnations,

This treaty makes use of symbol of three red spheres inscribed within a red

2 . ; Heliynal -
circle, which symbol, in the manner of the red cross as to diseriminzfe the

protected site,

Prof: Nicholas Ruerich always felt that the ideal of pezce could be
brought nearer if humen ity was made to realise that there were values common
to all nations 2nd to all peopnle, This pact besides serving the practicel
all importent purpose of safeguarding treasures of human genius serves also
the educztional purpose of méking people conscious of common international
velues sbove strife and conflagration,

It is most gratifying that this country, within its very first year of
Independence, should become a participant of this pact 2nd it is hoped will
now teke 2 lead in this movement of culturzsl unity,

Most of the culturel znd educationzl institutions a@s well as great men
of arts and letters throughout the world hzve hailed the ide2 of this pact,
Rzbindranath Tagore when writing to Prof: Roerich szid " I have keenly fol-
lowed. your most remarkable achievements in the realm of arts and a2lso your
humenitarian work for the welfare of the nations of which your pesce pact,

with & gpeci2l bznner of protection of cultural tressureg, is & sincularity




o
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effective symbol.J I amvve‘ry glad- indeed that. this pact has been accepted
by the Museums Committee of the League of Nations and I feel sure that
it will have far reaching effects on the. cultural harmony of nations,"

The Committee for the Roerich Pact in this country includes:-
Sir R,K.,Shenmukham Chetty, Mrs, Vijaya Lakghmi Pandit, Sir 5,5,Bhatnegar,
sir C,V,Raman, Dr, Amernath_Jhe, Sri Shyzmz Praszd Mukerje, Sir Mirza
Ismail, Dr,'M,R,Jayeker, Sri B,Tekchand, Lady S,Hydari, Dr, MX Mata Prasad

Sir C,P,Rameswamy Iyer, N, ,R,Sircar, Rajkumari Zmrit Keur, ZX K,M,Munshi
v 9 9 3 9 9

—
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¢, Venkatzchalam, S. G- uU[AR - ~DVETOSLAY ANOERICH @




ARTICLES OF THE ROERICH PACT,

The historic monuments, educational, artistic and scientific
missions, the persomnel, the property and collections of such
institutions and missions above mentioned shall be deemed
neutral and, as such, shall be protected and respected by
belligerents.

Protection and respeet shall be due to the aforesaid
jnstitutions and missions in the entire expanse of territories subject
to the soverignity of the High Contracting Parties, without any
discrimination as to the State allegiance of any particular institution
or mission,

(2) Each of the High Contracting Parties may furnish to the
Registrar of the Permament Court of Internatiomal Justice at
the Hague, to the Internmatiomal Institute of Intellectual
Cooperation at Paris or to the Educational Department of the
Pan-American Union of the City of Washington, as it may choose
a list of monuments, institutions, collections, and missions,
either public or private, which it desires to place under the
special protection provided for by the present Pact.

The monuments, institutions, collections and missions thus
registered may display a distinctive flag (red circle with a triple
red sphere in the circle on a white background) which will entitle
them to the speeial protection and respect on the part of the
pelligerents, of govermments and peoples of all the High Contracting
Parties,

The aforesaid monuments, institutions, collections and
missions shall gease to enjoy the privileges of meutrality in case
they are made use of for military purposes.

(3) In case of any act alleged to be in contradiction to the
protection and respect due to artistic and scientific
institutions, collections and missions, as stipulated in the
present Pact, the complaining institutions or missions shall
have the right to appeal, through the intermediary of its
Goverrmment, to the Internatiomal Institution concerned shall
then bring the complaint to the cognizance of all the High
Contracting Parties who may decide to constitute an Inter-
national Committee of Inquiry om the case. The findings of
such an Intermational Comnmittee of Inquiry may be rendered
public. The details regarding the constitution and
functioning of the above mentioned Committee of Inquiry
shall be regulated by a special agreement,

The High Contracting Parties declare that it is their
intention to provide by appropriated measures of internal
legislation the enforcement of the protection enjoyed in
their respective territories by artistic and scientific
jnstitutions, monuments, collections and missions, either
national or foreign.

The present Pact shall be ratified by the High Contracting
pParties in accordance with their respective comstitutional methods,

The investments of ratification shall be deposited with
the State department of the United States of America.

The present Pact shall go into forge as soon as it has
been ratified by the majority of the original signatories thereof,

The Powers who are not signatories to the present Pact
ghall have the right to join it, by means of a notification addressed
to the Government of the United States of Ameriea,

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentaries have
signed the present Pact and affirmed their seals,

Done in suplicate (one copy in the English language and :
the other in the French language) both of which to be regarded as being
equally authentic in the City of VWashirgton on the day of
of the year







ARTICLE 1

Edueational, artcistie and scicntific institutions,
artistic and scientific missions, the personnel, the property
and collections of such institutions and missions shall be
deemed neutral and as such, shall be protected and respected
by belligerents.

Protection and respect shall be due to the afore-
said institutions and missions in 211 places subject to the
sovereignity of the High Contracting Parties, without any
disecrimination as to tue State alleginnce of any particular
institution or mission.

ARTICLE 11

Each of the High Contracting Parties may furnish
to the Registrar of the Permanent Count of International
Justice at the Hague, to the International Institute of
Intellectual Co-operation a2t Paris or to the Educational
Department of the Pan-American Union in the City of Washington,
as 1t may choose, a list of Institutions, Collections and
Missions, either public or private, which it desires to place
under the special protection provided for by the present :
Covenant.

The Institutions, Collections and Missions thus
registered may display a distinctive flag (red circle with
threc red dots on 2 whitc background) which will entitle thenm
to a special protection and respect on the part of belligerents,
of Governments and pecoples of 21l the High Contracting Parties.

The aforesaid Institutions, Collections and Missions
shall cease to enjoy the privileges of neutrality in case they
are made use of for military purposes.

ARTICLE 111

In case of any =ct alleged to be in contradittion
with the protection ~nd resjcct due to ~rtistic and scienti-
fic institutions, Collcctions »nd Missions, as stipul-ted
in the present Covenant, the complesining Institution or
Mission shell have the right to appeal, Gthrough the medium
of its Government, to the International Institution with
which it has been registered. The Internation=l Institution
concerned shall then bring the complaint to the cognizance
of 211 the High Contracting Parties who may decide to con-
stitute an International Committece of Erquiry may be rendered
public. The details regarding the constitution snd function-
ing of the abovementioned committees of Enquiry sh211l be
regulated by a special agreement.

ARTICLE IV

The High Contracting Parties declare that it is
their intention to provide, by appropriated measures of
internal legislation, for the reinforcemecnt of the protection
enjoyed in their respective territories )y artistic and
scientific institutions, ccllections and missions, either
national or foreign.

The present Govenant shall be ratified hy.the High
Contracting Parties in accordance with their respective
constitutional metiiods







Points of An Article

on
THE ROERICH PACT'" & THE BANNER OF PRACE

Nehru on the Pact and the ratification of the Pact by
the Government of India;:

Origin and History of the pan-human idea in Prof.
Roerich's mind which was to ultimately result in
the form of the Pact:

The World-wide significance of the sign or symbol of
the Banner of Peace and:'its present interpretations
in contéxt with, and in keeping with, the provisions
of the Pact;

The Red Cross and the Banner of Peace - comparisions
and contrasts:

The importance of the Roerich Pact and the Ranner of
Peace in these days of war-torn world and wearied
humanity : quotations from George Chaklaver and Prof.
Roerich:

Roerich Pact being ratified by the countries of Americas
quotations from speeches of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Mr. Henry Wallace, Mr, Cordell Hull and others
from other countries in South, Central and North Americas;
and

Paintings of Prof. Roerich which have immortalised the

the symbol of the Banner of Peace : and the mission, both
cultural and educational, of the Roerich Pact in these
cataclysmic days of anxiety and in the face of the expect-
ed World War catastrophe III; and what has the future & in
store for the ROERICH PACT & THE BANNER OF PEACE, the RED
CROSS OF CULTURE? : Quetations from Rabindranath Tagore.
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The pact has been endorsed from its inception by
numerous Leaders of Culture and Institutions in the country.
Among those who expressed their adherasnce were Rgbindransth
Tagore, Sir Jagadish C. Bose, Ven. Sri Devamittras Dharmapalla,
Prof. S.R. Kashyap, Sir 8. Radhskrishnen, Sir C.V. Raman,

S.V. Ramaswamy Mudaliar, Dr. Amaranatha Jha, 0.C. Gangoly,
Asit Kumar Haldar, N.C. Mehta, Sadhu Vasvani, Swami J agdish-
varananda, Prof. Gurdisl Mellik, Dr. Kaglidas Nag.

Anong the Institutions are :- The Andhra Historical
Research Inétitute, The Allehsbad Municipal Museum, The Bharst
Kala Bhawan in Benares, The Maha Bodhi Society, The Women's
Indian Association, The Y.M.B.A of Ceylon, The Madansapalle
College, The Travancore Cultural Association etec., etc. Almost
all organs of the press have expressed themselves in favﬁlhlr of
the Pact and it has been endorsed by such bodies as the Nagari
Pracharini Sabha, The Second India Historicsl Congress, "-The
Sixth All India Cultural Unity Conference etec.

A Conmittee for the Roerich Pact in India includes :

Sir R.K. Shanmukham Chetty, Sir S.S. Bhatnagar, Sir Mirza

7
Ismail, Dr. M.R. Jayakar, Sri B. Tek Chand, Lady S. Hydari,

Dr. Mata Prasad, Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, Sir C.P. Ramaswamy
Iyer, N.R. Sarcar, Dr. Amaranatha Jdha, Ra;;kumam Anrit Kaur,

K.M. Munshi, Sir C. V Raman, Sri Shyamsg Prasad Mookherjee,

G. Venkatachalam, Sir Ziguddin—Abmed, Shantilsal Gujar, Svetoslav

Roerich.







INDIA ADHERES TO ROERICH PACT WOR TE“ PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL
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The Government of India has signified their :zz:nana. to the inter-

national pact, for the protection of cultural tressures, promulgated by

TREASURES

the famous artist Nicholas Roerich, This pact which is designed to render

inviolable 21 treassures of Art and culture, 'all national monuments as well

s educational ‘end scientific institutions in times of war and civil strife
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has 2lready been ratified by 21 nations including the United States of

America and has been amnroved 2znd recommended for:-2doption by 35 nations,

This treaty mekes use of symbol of three red spheres inscribed within

red circle, which symbol, in the mznner of the red crose 2s to discriminate

the protected site,

Prof: Nicholas Roerich always felt that the idezl of peace could be

brought nearer if humanity waes made to realise that there were values comm

mon to 211 nations 2nd to 211 people, This pact besides serving the prac-

ticald 21l importent purpose of safeguarding teeasures of humén gcenius ser-

ves also the educational purpose of mak ing people conscious of common in-

ternational values 2bove strifs and conflacration,

It is most gratifying that this country, within its very first year of

Independence, should become a participsnt of this pact end it is hoped

-

will now teke 2 lead in this movement of culturael unity,

VMost of the cultural 2nd educetional institutions 2s well as srest men
of 2rts and letters throughout the world have hailed the idea of this pact,

Rebindrénath Tagore when writing to Prof: Roerich s2id "I have keenly fol-

lowed your most remerkzble achievmen+ts in the resls of arts and 2lso your

great humaniterien work for the welfsre 6f the nations of which your peace

pact, with 2 speeial bznner for protection of cultural treasures, is & sin-




gulargy effective symbol, T am very clad indeed that this pact hé&s been
Eoaag.ac R : ' :
kG
ecgepte@upy,tﬁgnwuseuﬂs Committee of the Lezgue of Nations and T feel

sure, that it will<have fer vezching effccts od fhe ealturzl hérmony of
nations,

The Committee fior the Roerich Pact in thig country ineludsess -

Sir R.,K,Shanmukham Che tty, Mrs, Vijeyalakshmi Pandit, Sir 5,5,Bhatnzg

"

Sir C;V,Remen, Dr, Amernath Jha, Sri Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, Sir M
Isma2il, Dry M R,Jayakar, Sri B,Tekchand, Lady 8, Hydari, Dr, Mata
V=

Sir C.P.Ramaewamy Ivery N R.Sircar, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, K, M Munshi,

GoVenkatachalam,




L6 WO
reatoast treasures of
e |

;) . .
GLdi ALiiLUy e

einbodiesn
themselves ption or adhesion b
lavgtions of @ eiecutive, by bilateral
ntornational) agireev 3, and by multlilateral uction
international confe Wi the Lfficacy

won its wdoptlon 1§ 4 ywion by Gl

I am enclosing herewith two papers and two volumes of the
Roerich Pact for H.M.'s perusal. Mr. Roerich would 1like H.lM, to
approve of the lde~s contained in this note, In principle, the
pact is an excellent thing but for getting Government of India's
permission, sction will have to be taken separately by the
Constituent Assembly,

H.M. is requested to interest himself in this.
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WHEREAS the World's cultural achievements constitute the greatest
¢rsasures of the human race, and are the common heritage of all humaniyy,

AND WIEREAS injury to these treasures is a violence against the common
benefits of mankind and of the future,

AND WHEREAS the Roerich Pasct and Bauner of Peace have been created by
Hicholas Roerich, internationally renowned artist and cultural leader, for the
protection of churches, all religious monuments, temples and shrines,museums,
libreries, universgities, and other monumenis and treasures of culture and all

natural sites and their designation by the Banner of.Peace as inviolable
and neutrel at all times,

AVD WIEREAS the Roerich Pact has been adhered to by twenty one
.Republics of the Americas and unanimously endorsed by the Representation of
thirty five Nations a2t the Third International Counvention for the Roerich
Pact a2t Washington as well as by the International luseums' Committee of the
League of @Ptlong and by numerous Governuental and learned bodies and

numerous leaders in the World of Culture *

AND WHEREAS the principles embodied in the Roerich Pact and Banner of
Peace lend themselves to adoption or adhesion by umiiateral action through
proclamations of the exscutive, by bilateral action, through international
agreements, and by multilateral action through aesal declarations of
international econferences and the Efficacy of this cause depends upon its
adoption and application by the Natioms.

PHLREFORE. the Government of India adheres to tne principles, as laid
x down in the original four articles of the Said Pact and implements its
adherance by suitable legislation and by the creation of a body to supervise
the practical application and working of the Pact . -
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