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ADDRESS OF THE MINISTER OF PANAMA, HIS EXCELLENCY, DR. RICARDO J.
ALFARO, AT THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY ON THE PROTECTION OF ARTISTIC
AND SCIENTTRIC INSTITUTIONS 4ND HISTORIC MONUMENTS (ROZRICH PACT),
AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MONDAY, APRIL 15, 1935.

Mr. President, Your Excellcncics:

The historic act which has just taken place is one that marks a signal
vietory in the perennial strugzle of the better sentiments of man against the
ravages of war. Seventy one years ago a Convention was signed at Geneva whereby
the person of the wounded and the infirm was pronounced sacred and placed beyond
the sphere of armed hostilities. Today the representatives of the Republics of
the American continent have gathered at the White Housc in Washington for the
purpose of pronouncing also sacred the trcasurcs of Art, Science and History
which constitutc the common heritage of mankind.

After the protection accorded by int:rnational agrcement to humanitarian
activities such as thc Red Cross, civilization has undertaken the protection of
humsn culture. The world is today wonderfully organized for service in bchalf
of those who have fallen by their colors in the bloody clashes of ware Thc Red
Cross guarantccs immunity and respect to physicians and nurses in the discharge
of their humanitarian ministrations; to hospitals and ambulanéas; to @1l persons
and things devoted to the alleviation of the misery and suffering brought about
by the armed strife of nation against natione.

But in the forward march of the human spirit it has been felt that there is
something else that needs protection and immunity; something that nust not be
subjected to the ravages of indiscriminszte devastation; something that must be
befriended by all because it is the friend of all; something that is not the
exclusive possession of any one people or race because it is just as much of a

blessing and a necessity to civilized life as light and sunshine are to every




livirg being; something that brings happiness to all, and injury to none; some-
thing that must be inviolable because it is the reflection of the divine spark
kindled within the soul of man; something that we may express with that one word:
culture, as indicating the scientific, artistic, educational, moral and social
achievements of all ages and all peoplese

Art and Science are claiming inviolability for the treasures which they have
accunulated through the ages. Civilization cannot conceive and must not tolerate
any longer the porpetration of such acts of vandalism and fanaticism as have becn
rosponsible in the past for the burning of librarics, the demolition of tcmples,
tho razing of monumcnts, the devastation of architcctural gems which represcnted
the genius ai { 3N f gencration upon generation; the annihilation of
knowledge which represcnted the accumulated experience of centuries; the destruction
of the fruit of brains which have turned into dust and which can have immortal
life only in the books, the paintings, the shatuc the musical scorcs, the
monumcnts, the buildings in which they created Beauty or rovealed Truthe

To this imperative demand of civilization modern nations have been responding
little by little with numerous movements tending to protect and preserve the
treasures of universal culture.

Genoral Act of the Berlin Conference on African trade, held by a

group of Buropean nations and the United States in 1885, the High Contracting
Partiss agroed among themselves to extend protection to the rcligious, scicntific
and charitable institutions or expeditions which might operate in the African

continont. This met of rospect for the work of civilization was reaffizmed by the

Troaty of St. Gormain, signed in 1919, article 11 of which stipulatcs that the

Signatory Powers ™mill protcct and favor without distinction of nationality or

religion, the rcligious, scicntific or charitable institutions and undertakings




crcated and organized by the nationals of the other Signatory Powcrs, and of
States Members of the Leaguc of Nations which may adhere to the prescnt Convention,
which aim at loading the natives in the path of progress and civilizatione.
Seientific missions, their property and their collections, shall likewise be
objcet of special solicituden.

The Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 undertook to extend to the whole

world, with much broader scope, the protcction needed by the depositori

universal culture. Article 27 of the Second Hague Convention, on the
customs of war on land, provided:

nTn sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as
far as possible, buildings dedicated to religion, art, science and charity,
historiec monuments, hospitals and places where the wounded are assembled, provided
they are not being used at the timec for military purposcs. It is the duty of the
besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings or placcs by distinctive and
visible signs of which the enemy shall be notified beforehand."”

A similar provision was embodied in article 5 of the Convention on the rules
of naval bombardment.

Seven years after the Second Peace Conference the greatest conflagration of
history broke out in Burope. The whole world gazed with horror wupon the appalling
devastation wrought by the contending armies, but it visualized Tith still greater
horror the increased possibility of damage and ruin bo be expected in a future
war by reason of the advances made in the methods of warfare, in the technique of
death and destruction.

Thinking men pondercd the horrible prospect; lovors of culture and humanity
meditated. A grecat idealist and a fervent apostle of peace, Professor Nicholas
Rocrich, conceived the plan of an international convention for the ncutralization

and protection of the cultural trecasurcs of the worlde




Then the Republics of the Western Hemisphere sought and attained the honor

of carrying the lofty project to a successful conclusion. \lontevideo

Conference sponsored the Roerich Pact and this day, the Republics of America have
subseribed a Covenant, open also to the signature of all other nations, whereby
for the first time in history the neutrality and protection of culture
incorporated into one single and completc body of conventional international

law. The decp significance of this occasion has been enhanced by the gracious

hospitality which the President of ths United States has shown the Plenip

rizs of the Signatory Nations by inviting them to perform the historic act
White Housce. his sple id gesture Prusident Rooscvelt has placed us
undcr a debt of obligstion.
The pact signed today rcsponds te the suggestion the Hague Conventvion of
1907 that istinctive a risiblo sign shall serve to indicate the precsence of
and cultural institutionss
mlcs of civilization, a flag
will bc unfurled, the flag of the Red Circle, the Bannor of Peace, which will
- to _remind the combatants that if » folly of war lcads thom to the
cstruction of human 1lifo, a higher love and a higher rospcct for things cternal
should compel them to troat as sacred the patrimony of art, scicncc and history

which rmust romain untouched unicss civilization itsclf is to bo obliterated from

the face of the carthe.
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SIGNING OF THE ROERICH PACT SYMBOLIZES INTER-

NATION.LI. CULTURLL UNITY

This day at the besinning of the Holy Week before ERaster in the year 1935,
representatives of the imerican Nations have signed the Roerich Peace Pact
providing for the protection in times of war and peace of those cultural treasures
which the enlightened spirits of all lands recognize as worthy of preservation
no matter how tense and bitter the strife in the physical and economic world.

I have felt it a great pleasure and honor to be associated today with these
gentlemen from many differcnt nations in signing this historic document which in
my opinion will take its place beside the Red Cross Treaties as a symbol of
those forces which bind the nations togethers I loock forward to the day when
travellers over the world will look for the banner of the Encircled Triple
Crimson Sphere, knowing when they sec it that here is somcthing which has in it
significance running across the national boundary lines, something of peculiar
beauty, a national monument, a heritage out of the past, or somcthing of unusual
importance in the scicntific or educational world.

Speaking a few days ago at the annual meeting of the Red Cross, I had
occasion to pay tribute to the sympathetic heart and practical genius of Henry
Dunant, a Swiss, who, as a result of the suffering which he saw at the battle
of Solferino in Italy in 1859, promoted the movement whic¢h finally became the
International Red Cross. Today it is appropriate that we should give recognition
to the genius of Nicholas Roerich in whose mind this Pact and Banner first
originateds Thirty-two years ago on an archaeological trip through the ancient
monasteries of Russia, he became impressed with the dangers of the vandalism in
peace or the barbarism in war which might destroy many irreplaceable human
treasures. LAt that time he presented a report to the Society of Architects of
Russia urging on them the desirability of starting a movement of this sorte.

Again in 1915 after the destruction which characterized the first vear of the World
War, e brought the mastter to the attention of the Czar and Gran Duke of Russias
But st that time unfortunately the heat of war was upon the nations and nothing
practical could be done. Again after the World War, travelling in Central Asia,
Professor Roerich discovered that many priceless objects out of the past wore
boing destroyed not only by barbaric tribosmcn, but by Western travellerss
Therefore, in 1929 on his rcturn from Asia he formulated what essentially is the
present Pact, which won the support of international jurists and cultural lecadors
both of Europc and the United Statese It is not surprising that the first two
moctings on this Pact werc held in Belgium. The third couvention was held in
Novcmbor 1933 in Washington with official dolegates from thirty-five nations.
Following this mecting, tho Montevideo Conforcnce passed & resolution recommending
its adoption by the Amcrican States. Pursuant to this rosolution the Governing
Board of tho Pan amcricen Union propared the Pact which is today being officially
launched as an Imbternstional Agrecincrt.

Intcrosting as the history of the Pact has been, it is ovon more importent to
consider its prascnt uscs and its futurce. Humanity today is torribly heartsicke
As a rosult of the disintograting forces let loose by the World War and the
differential economic effects of increasing mechanization, therc has becn a rising




tension and uncasiness betwecen the classes and between the nations. Efforts have
been made again and again to solve this disturbing situation by disarmament con-
ferences, peace treaties, economic conversations, and currency stabllization
agreements. Thus far all of these have proved singularly disappointing. With
the international situation as it is today, no great hation feels that it can
altogether renounce war as a possible instrument of national policy. Those who
attempt to bring about the renunciation of war without working more precisely on

the nature of the binding ties of human hearts across the rnations are probably
engagad in vain undertakings.

lany of the logically fine objectives in the way of lowering economic and
currency barrisrs can perhaps bo attained in any complote and binding fashion
only after the human beings of the world have come morg ncarly to recognize their
cultural unity. Concerning bsauty, truc science and the cultural treasurcs of
the past therc can be no discord among the different pooples of the world. A
Rembrandt is approciated whother it is found in the United States, in the
Netherlands or in Germany.

No onc knows today how far it is possiblg for the different nations of the
world to go in forming internationa the lowering of trade
barriors disarmamcnt agreccucntse. sort tend too often to be
sophisticated and futile. While undoubtedly eff in these directions should
continue, it would seem desirable also to hold ujg
like these, the ideal of the Unity of Human Heart regardleoss of nation in the
worship of beauty, of culture, of religion, of scicnce and of education. There
arc thousands of pcoplo in each of the nations of the world animated by thesc
finor, broador human aspirations, and many of thom will wolcomo the mechanism
of the Rocrich Pact as a moans of making morc manifeost on carth thosc intangiblc
forces which they have long rocognized as the truc guides of intornational good
feeling.

Throughout all history mankind has sought an ever dceper and broader unity of
purposec. During the past 300 years much has been said about the rights of the
individual. As persons and as nations, the individuals have striven mightilye.

In so doing thoy have brought thomselves to the brink of chaos,; and 1t is now

ssary to think a little more about duties, and a little less perhaps about

ts5; a little more porhaps about discipline, and alittle less perhaps about

lote freedom; a little morc about tho ties which bind us all togother and much.
lcss about the hatreds and irritations which thrust us as individuals, or eclasscs,
or nations, apart from onc another. The symbolism of the threc spheres contained
in the larger circle to my mind conveys the thought of thc most complete reali-
zation of the possibilities of the individual person or the particular class or
the specific nation within the limitations of the largor whole. This is a philoso—-
phie doctrine of tho most profound significance. In law and govermmeont we can
gpeculate ondlessly and with profit about the ralationship between liberty and
duty, and ths development of a consbtructive outcome to the apparcnt gonflict
between individualistic democracy and the strong cnforcoment of constructive
justicec. Always the individualistic units must strive to their utmost to realize
their full potentialitics, but always thesc efforts must be within the due bounds
of a cultural decency which recognizes the fundamental unity of all humanity.
Those .tho would emphasize a particular individual or class or nation beyond




these due bounds violate what I bolicve to be a sacred law, and insvitably must

L1Uoo

pay the penalty.

I believe the Roerich Pact is in conformity with the depest, most sacred
laws of the universe, and that it has become an international reality at an
especially propitious time. Launched in the year 1935 at the beginning of the
Holy Week before Easter, it can, and I believe, will serve as the germinal
essence of what eventually will be a New Deal among the nationse. And in so
saying, I am not talking about a New Deal characterized by emergency agencies,
but about the spiritual New Deal which places that which is fine in humani ty
above that which™is™low and sordid and mean and hateful and grabbing.

From an immediate practical point of view, the next step would scem to be
for the permancnt committee of which I happen t0 be honorary chairman and of
which Louis L. Horch, President of the Rocrich Muscum is active chairman, to
start upon the task of cataloging the particular sites, musoums, national
monuments, scientific institutions, etc., which are cntitled under the torms of
the Pact to protection from vandalism in pcace and barbarism in war. Such
places are cntifled to fly the banncer of peacc. Thus far the Roerich Poace

Pact has been open to signature only by the American nations. From hence forth
it will he open to signature by all thc nations of the world. I anticipate
that those who work with this great cultural instrument will deepen the true
international consciousness of the finest pcople in all the nations. This
consciousness can bc arrived at not as a result of a narrow class dogma or a
commercial treaty or a disarmament agreement, but by an appecal to the common
appreciation of those trecasures of beauty and science which cach nation wishes
to pass on to posterity as its peculiar and enduring contribution to the agese.
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ADDRESS OF MR. LOUIS L. HORCH, PRESIDENI OF THE ROERICH MUSEUM,
AT THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY ON TIHE PROTECTION OF ARTISTIC AND
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS (ROERICH PACT),

AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MONDAY, APRIL 15, 1935.

The signing of an Inter—American Treaty based on the Roerich Pact at the
White House today on the occasion of Pan American Day, is indeed a great and
significant step in the unifying of the Pan American countries, and in cementing
the bonds of friendship and cooperation between these nations.

It is ofespecial significance that this historical event takes place under
the dome of the White Houss, through the noble gesture of Presidont Roosevelt,
who has honored this solemn occasion by his prescence and message. At a time when
nations arc in stress dus to impending disturbances which threaten the peace of
the world, it is significent that the Americas arc the first nations to embracc
this Treaty in the causc of human progrcss. Thus the signing of the Treaty is a
step forward in thc rcalization of the Good Neighbor policy of President
Roosevelt, and thus a cultural Pact has become an instrument and force in
advancing the solidarity of the Amerieas. In cxtending his enlightencd support
to this project, which is limking thc Americas into a closer unit, Prosident
Roosevelt!s name will be inscribed upon the annals of history as a champion of
cultural unity, and a lecader of world comnstructivoncsse

The Roerich Pact upon which this Treaty has been basod, was crcatcd by
Nicholas Rocrich to prescrve tho ecasurcs of art, sciencc and religion, the

historic monumcnts and sitcs, against destruction, in times of war and pcace,

and represents a symbol that the suprome achievemonts of human genius must bo

held as inviolatce




In its humanitarian implications this Treaty cun be compared to the Red
Cross, and advances another step along the path of international rapprochement s
The lofty and inspired creations of man throughout the ages take on an aspect
of universality and belong in essence, not to one nation alone, but to- the
entire world; and it is therefore fitting that nations unite in a common vigllanee
to protect these irreplaceable crestionse Thus each nation sccepting this Treaty
will act as true guardian of the spiritual trecasurcs of mankind, and the Banner
of Poace will be unfurled as a symbol of necutrality and univcrsalitye

resonted the Rosrich Pact to the

ppreciationto the Director and members

world, I wish to express our despest &
of the Pan Amcrican Union for thoir splendid cfforts in promulgating this projcct,
as woll as to the Honorable Honry A. Wallace for his grcat support rendercd to
this causce.

The Permancnt Committce for the Advancoment of thc Roerich Pact, appointed
by thc Third International Convention held in Wushington in 1933, has becen
furthering the adoption of the Roerich Pact among all nations of thec world,
and aims to carry out its purposes by assisting the signatory nations to list and
cataloguc their cultural treasurcs. In order to signify thesc buildings,

monuments and sitcs designated by the respective powers, they will be marked by

a flag which was creatoed by Nicholas Roerich and called the Banner of Pcacc.

The Rocrich Pact and its Banncr of Pcacc was designed not only for pro-
toction during times of war and destruction, but also to scrve in Pecace

as a rominder to the pcoplos that the troasurcs of humanity must be respected
and safeguarded. It also aims to promote in the consciousness of pecoples of the

world, the truc valuecs and appreciation of culture, as well as the cstablishing

of a mutual rcspect. For it has bcon sccn that not only in period of war but




during intornal disturbancec, vardalism and mutilation of artistic troasurcs have
taken placce. Thus the unfurling of the Bannocr:of Poace will help strengthen the
undcrstanding of the irrcplaccability of theose crcations.

The plcdge between nations which has becn consuigcd today at the White
Housc by 21 nations of the American continents, has put into effect am agreement
respecting the inviolability of the products of the human genius, thus safo-

guarding the truc heritage of man for posterity. This enlightoning cvent marks

o significant milcstonc in the causc of international understanding and fricndship,

as wsll as a stop forward in the spiritual and cultural progress of mankinde

On this Pan Americen Day, we scnd salutations to our sister Nationsl




