Miss R .J.lichtmann's report onm her visit to Paris,February 24th to 26th 1935,
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On Feb,24th,Sunday afternoon I visited the Duropean Center and had an inte
view with Dr,Chkl,,who told me of the recent developments which he has Treporte
to ¥me de Roerich and the Trustees in his weekly letters,as stated by him, He
seemed to be very optimistic about the situationm with the Pact and Tread to me
a letter from Mr.,Marin where the latter expresses hisg regret that the Pact was
not as yvet ratified by his CGovt.,as he would have liked it to be a "cadeau pou
le Youvel An",., In regard to malevolent influences Mr.Chkl.mentioned only the
Institute of Intellectual Coop.,and one by the name of Basdevant,an internatiol
lawyer,who has recently attacked the Pact while a friend of de Lapradelle Tread
paragraph on the Pact,inserted by him in his doctor thesis,

In regard to the rus,.papers in Paris,Dr,.Cnkl. had nothing new 1o report,
except that Gortchak,,who is infuriated because his article based on the slands
of the Harb.papers was not printed by "Vozrojdenie",intends issuing a brochure
containing this same article of his...I have understood from Dr,.Chkl,that the
latter has threatened him that in case he willpublish this slanderous material
v libel suit will be institutkd against him. He has heard nothing since then,

ut this brochure remains still pendings While seeing Mme de Vaux Phalipau,who
ag au courant of everything that appeared in the Harb,papers,at which I was
rather astonished...

On Feb.26th,I invited Dr.Chkl.for dinner at which time he showed himselfl
again very éptimistic about the situation with the Pact there.On both inter-
views however he had nothing tangible to offer as facts,there were only dim
promises.

On the £26th I had an internview with ¥me de Vaux alone and have learned
from her many interesting details and facts which I was not told before. Frsm
the secretary of Mr.Mar., ,Mme de Vaux has learned that there was a letter ad~
dressed to him by Mr.lav,refusing to ratify,saying that it is a "private undel
gzking® ete. This letter Dr.Chkl,did not show to Mme V, and did not mention to
me anything about it. Depépkl.has reproached to her why she has shown me this
letter,to which she has justly replied that in order to alter things one must
know the truth,and this is why she has shown me the letter, She was further
told by the secretary of Mr.Marin that Dr.Chkl.should stop his visits to their
department,meaning that of Lav,,because "ils ne veulent plus le voir",..inti-

‘i’ating to her that he has overdone in going there too often and that as the thi
Stands now,Mr.Mar,thinks that steps will be futile., I have thoroughly discussed
this with Ime de V. and have suggested that until April 15th,Dr.Chkl.should st0
visiting them but that after the signing new steps can be taken which will show
them all the absurdity of their still speaking of a "private enterprise"...that
new means and waye will be found with new formulae. Mme de V,was very happy :
to hear of the opening of the world tregty, this fact was GREAT NEWS TO HER AS
WETI AS 70 BARON de T,, since Dr.Chkl, did not tell it to them,

On the same afternoon lMme de V,Baron de T., and Dr,Chkl. and myself had &
meeting about the Pact and both Vme de V, and Baron de T, were happy with the
solution I have offered above,as they both felt that to continue the way Dr.Chk]
has done thus far,was useless, At the same meeting we have taken up the questio]
of the Bxpedition and the articles which have appeared in the Harb.,Tim. I must
say that inasmuch as both ¥me V and the Baron were au courant of all the negatiy
things, they did NOT KNOW AVYTHING TOSITIVE and important for them to kuow in
order to be equipped to give adequate answers to friends and enemies, They did
not know that the Emped., is working on behalf of the Dept of Agric.,desvite the
clippings which were sent to Dr.Chkl,,who did not deny that he had some,but all
hg could say is that "they went to gather herbs to the Gobi desert"..but noth
else, :
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On February 24th, Sunday afternoon I vlsited the European Center and had an
interview with Dr. Chkl who t0ld me of the recent developments which he has
reported to Mme de Roerich and the Trustees in hie weekly letters, as stated
by him. He seeméd to be very optimistic about the situation with the Pact
and read to me a letter from Mr. Marin where the latter expresses his regret
that the Pact was not as yet ratified by his Gov. as he would have liked it
1o be a "cadeau pour le nouvel An" In regard to malevolent influenoes Mr,
“Chkl, mentioned only the Institute of Intellectuel Coop. and one by the name
of Basdevant, an 1nternational lawyer, who has recently attacked the Pact
while a friend of de Lapradelle read a paragraph on the Pact, 1nserted by
him in his doctor thapin, = : . :
' In regard to the rus. papers in Paris, Dr. Chkl. had nothing new to
report, except that Gortchaklll, who is infhriated because his article ba= -
* sed on the slander of the Harb. papers was not printed by "Vozroadenie" inw
tends issuing a brochure containing this same article of his....I have under- e
" stood from Dr. Chkl, that the latter has threateneﬁd him that 1n case ‘he wil
publish this slanderous material, a libel suit w1ll be instituted against
- Hiim, ‘He has heard nothing since then, but this broghre remains still pendiqg
“While" eeeing Mne de Vaux Phalipau, who was au courant of everything that ap-
E-J peared in the Harb. pers, at whioh I was rather astonished...q‘have relaﬁtx
*30 her" the facts about Gortchakgll, which Mme de Roerich was kind to toll me,
His animodity to Prof. R. vhich is of such long etanding, illumined to Mne
'dé Vaux the situation, as well as Lany other facts which I have related to
her in connection with the %androus attacke.\d Sie
e Februry 25th I invited Dr, Chkl. for dinner at which time he sag,
showed himself again very optimistic abou fhe situation with ehe Pact there.

« U5
~ On ‘both interviews however he had nothing tangible to offer as facte, there

were only dim promises.

{ Have discussed at lengtn the fingnoial situation with Dr. Chkl, and h
k\‘ ¢




L I
J have warned him against Guethner's claimag as it happened in the past that {n

has billed twieo. Chkl, said that Guethner claims that some books were or-
dered by G. for Urusvati, which hp/to be verified also. B
On the 26th I had an interview with Mme de Vaux alone and have lear-

ned from her meny interesting details and facte which I was not told before.
From the secreta.ry of Mr. Mar, lﬁme de Vaux has learned that there was a let-
ter addreased to him by Mr. Lave refusmg to ratify, saying that it is a"pri-
vate undertaking n etc. 'I‘hia letter Lopetit did not show to Mme V. and did
not mention to me anything about it. LopexStit has reproached to hor why she

s ha.s shawn me this 1etter, to which she has .iustly replied that in °"d°" e
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B
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alter things one nmst lcnaw the truth, and this is why she has shown me the
1etter. " che was furthcr told by the secretary of Mr. Mar, that Lepetit L J
should etop his visits to their dopartment, meaning thet of Lav. because
"ils ne veulent plus le voir"... intimating to her that he has overdone
in going there too often and that as the thin.gs stand now, Mr. Kar, thinks ;
that eteps w111 be futile. I have thouroughly discussed this with Mme de V,
and have suggested that until April 15th, Lepatit ehould atop visiting them
“but tha,t after the signing new ateps ecan be ta.ken which will show them all tkf
the absurdity of their still speaking of a."private enterprise cese tha.t new
means end ways will be found with new formulao. Mme de V. was. very “happy to
“hear of the opening of the world tregtx N this fact wus GREAT NEWS '1‘0 HEI’

" AS WELL 45" 10 BARON de T., since bepeut did not tell it to them. Sm ¥im

o e On the same afternoon Mme de V. Baron de Ty and Dr, Chkl. and uxi

= myseli’ had a meeting about the Pact and both Mme de V. a.nd Baron de Te were ®

happy with the solution I have offered abovc, af they both felt that to con-
tinue the way I-'epetit hae done thus far, wae uaeless. At the same meeting
“we have taken up the question of the Expedition a.nd the articles which ‘have
appeared in the leb. Tim. I must eay that inasmuch as both lhe V, and the
Baron were au courant of all the negative thinge, they did NOT KNOW ANYTHING

POSITIVE and important for them to know in order tg‘ be quipped to give ade~
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quate answere to friends and endmies. They did not know that the Exped. is
working on behald of the Déprt. of Agric, despite the clippings which were
sent to : ewho 8id not deny that he had some, but¥vl1 he could’'say is that
nthey went to Zather herbs to the Gobi' desert".... but nothing elses 'Both
““"Barén de T. and Mme de V. were elated to hear all T had'to tell them of the
great work of the Exped, and of how Vr, W, deems it a great honour to have
‘&t the head of the Exped. such’ an illustrious authority as N.K. and I have
given them details and have promised to send clippings or a = ‘compte rendu
“about “the Exped ‘to Mme de V. who ‘said ‘that the French scientific papers will
be most interested to 'publish such‘a compte rendu, which she i&¥going to
place herself, ‘They were amased to hesr all the wondérful Hews about this
““great work which W.,X, and G." are doing, Pédause they knew nothing about it.
“'bepetit was silent during our conversation, -
“Speaking with Mme d¢ V. about the finan¢ial-situation, 'shé‘mentioned
"that it would be good if we'would offer from New York to bepetit to give on-
1y part time to the work and the other part of his free ‘time to 'werk for him-
“self, (_g,l;,_e told me_confidentiglly that“she finds that he wdetes a great deal
of time going a‘rd_qnd*T@Ov OFTEN 'to the“various represemtatives, that"these
frequelit "v:_t/gité”"ire"aone ‘because he 'LIKES THIS KIND OF WORK; but-that she -
! finds/}:ﬁgt these visits, when repeated so often, lack dignity, and lead no-
‘ whéf'/'e ..3" ﬁ‘ You approve of it Beloved Mme de Roerich; we shall write to
‘ *“Lepetit that since his ‘entire salary cannot be guaranteed now,:&s $330,-
will be impossible to send monthly for the time be1ng7 ‘that the following
sunr will be guarantoed until better times will come, and they are approa-
ching, and’ part of his time he'can ‘dedicate to his ‘own work, we shall quote
" & 'Sum ‘b¥sed upon ‘the budget which he gave mes ' We shill NOT UNDERTAKE THIS
©%7 unless You will ‘approve of it. Kindly Tet ue know what Your opinién on this
"matter Is and then we shall ‘act accordingly. Mme de V. was quite content
“with' £he idea of knowing what 'the nominal sum the Museum can seénd ‘them now

“'© monthly ‘8o as 1o cover' the most essential expences, and 'then when bettert tim
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hag not told te anybody that she intends re_si%{ng, in her heart she loves the
work and would hate to see anybody taking her, place, as she has done her shee

chare of work whigh she levesy.in her own way an manner.,

-She has likewise itold me that she as gvel.LI. ag the Baron, find mmiERXX

in the reports of Lepetit things which they have accomplished, but which he
ascribes: to himself s Said shes ' Cela commence avec, ‘je! et "moi" et cela

. £init avec 'je'' ot !moi'e,eM--r; A8 stated before in my letter to You, Belowd
_.Mme. de. Roeridch, she greatly resents that "il ne dit pas la verite", objec-
.+ ting,dhe his not telling the facts as they ane and not, telling all the facts.

~ ..Baron -de T. revealed to me that the Mr, Basdevant, is a great per-

. ;. sonnal enemy of de Lapradeli®, professional jealousy, as the latter jumx @s

succeeded him in his former post, by competing, hence is this Basdevant an

-enemy .of ;the Pact, He is closely connected wwith the large Institution in
. the :City where jmy.sister lives,. This will explain many things %o You, It

appears that Mr,..de Laprad. has.stood.up for the Pact beautifully, when this

. man has.atéacked the thesis.where the Pact, wo,s.';mentiqne%@ ag I wrote to You .

& 4y
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. ,Bavon de T.-also.told me what beautiful formulae/Scott has for the
Pact. He gaw him in Europe lest summer and Scott,told bim ip very high terms

~gboutthe: 'grandiose Pact" and how much he has, enjoyed cooperating with us,

i .2X.hope, Bevered. Mme de Rperich. that You will approve of a suggesigon
I gave,in Paris to. Mme de V. in regard to holding an exhibition of russ. hmmk

booke for children - fairy tales, At a former exhibition of Russ. books,

£y

. which I understand was very successful, all the Paintings of Prof. de Roerich
~ were taken off the walls: for two or three weeks, T,l_l_iﬁ;-ﬁimeu,l have suggested

not to do it , Emk as it means really closing, the Museum Branch, but to
arrange the exhib, in a manner .as not o take off the Paintings from the
walls in the main room, giving sthem the wall space in the second room, and

_putting in the main room a sort of stand in the middle of the room which

is easlly done and which will not spoil the Museum room. . Mme de V. found tis

this suggestion very appropriate, so did the organisers of the exhibition.




