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February 20, 1939

Dr. Dudley Craf'ts Watson
Exéension Lecturer

The Art Institute of Chiecago
Chicage, Illinois

¥y dear Dr, Watson:

Even though your letter of January 10th mentions that you are
"sure" you are "not wrong®, I would be neglecting my duty as a
citizen If I failed to carry further my appeal to your conscience
in the matter of Roerich Museum. '

A noble institution in our country hes been seized and ¢érushed,
and its founder betrayed and slandered. We who are loyal, who
protest and issue a call for united defense in the name o

to friends of the Museum snd eultural leadors, find response equi-
vocal and apathetic in some instances, which we may perhaps attri-
bute to our own failure to inform everyone adequately of the
background facts. This i1s s sad state of affairs which I hope

you will help us remedy.

I am not writing now primarily in behalf of an Association for
Advancement of Culture but as an American, :

I was glad to see from your letter that you stand by your many
previous well-written and well-spoken words of sdmiration and
respect for Professor Roerich snd his art . and that you would be
quite reluctant to have to dencunce it a1l now. On the other
hand I am sorry %o see that you are also reluetant to denounce
one who does now recant all previous words of devotion and who
denounces all that he previously held sacred., The evil of this
volt-face is apparent when we consider that instead of giving -
2 Reason or even a warning, this man plotted long and then
betrayed his leader, his Co-workers and the publiec in s sudden
coup to the materiel benefit of himself ang family and & few
co=conepirators. : : :

Slander is one of the worst of humasn crimes, most insidious and
hardest %o fight, for in challenging a certain slander and dis-
cussing 1ts lack of merit, one often only prolongs 1ts evil 1ife.
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Therefore I cannot consider nor dwellupon the unfiounded insinua.
tions againet Prof. Roerich and his friends with which we are

being confronted and which I know emiiate from a vicious source
enimicel to American culture. Great :rt is mors than s national
asset; Its value and iInfluence are iInternational and it is a
universal treasure. It should never be obscured, expeeially

in the United Stetes and at a time when the publio conscisnce has
awakened %0 so powerfully express itself in regard to the present-
day huwisf-erisis outside our borders, by any fommsof intolerance,
suspicion or malice, least of a2ll should its high mission be drowned
in the "mselstrom™ of any individual?s lost faith.

Professor Roerich spoks and wrote adequately of his purposes at
the time he gensrously laid in America the foundations of his
cultursl institutions, At the very outset he established an
American section in the Fuseum snd outlined plans for the spone
goring of American art and artists therein., He lead the trustees
to formuilate a declaration, stillvalid, that the entire Juseum
is the permenent possession of the Amesrican people, to be always
_accessible to the publiec. It was his desire to beguesth %o
Americe the fruits of his crsative genius, and he wss commissioned
by all trustees of three Americen Institufions to head the expedi-
tion into the heart of Asie yielded, In a series of 500
paintings, e panorama of the Past never before psinted--s unique
treasure destined from the beginning for the U.3.A. This expedi-
tion lasted five years but Prof. Roerich's absence &nring this
g:riod was considsred by 2ll trustees as of vital necess and
nefit to the 1ife and progress of the Nuseum. The sxpedition
brought to Prof. Roerich no material benefits whatsocever, on the
contrary he suffered great danger and hardships. The Habion and
the Institutions which sponsored this expedition were the benefi.
eclaries. How can we then permit Prof. Roerich's name and work
to be attacked now? B

I do not know to what you refer when you mention "the most recent
writings" you "have had of Prof, Reerich”, and of course I would
greatly appreciate it if you could inform me about it further,

It is only by bringing the truth to light in this affair that we
can eradicate the stain from the scroll of our national ethics.
This 1s not a personal matter at all, but ons of grave Public con-
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cern, Impersonally, then, let me briefly contrast my experience at the
Roerich Museum with your own.

.r two Tirst impressions were asbout the same. Then, you say “"subsequent
visits were disheartening and disillusioning”. But my subszequent visits
wers sxactly the opposite--heartening and Inspiring To such 2 degree that
I vowsd %o devote my life %o this work, Far from feeling that there were
"two camps” a2t war atop a "volcano” I was sure that hewe was a group united
in sltruism. So sure was I that I did not hesitate to advance to Mr. Horeh,
- through lrs, Lichimann, s substantisl losn for the Institutions as late as
January 1935. The spirit of the giving of this loan was duly acknowledged
by all trustees including Horech, notwithstanding the fact, subsequently
brought %o light, that this was on the very eve of his secretly transfering
to his wife all shares held by him in trust for the others. I have every
reason to Delieve that this money helped Horeh to turn immediately and throw
my friends out of the Institution and later close the Istitution itself,
Horch apgarently considersd that I deserved to be left either to seareh for
another "star" to which I might hitch my "wagon" or slse to profit by exe-
perience and search for someons to cheat out of a sum equal to- the smount
- of the loan, ss upon applying %o Horech,for payments as per agreement to be
forwarded to Urusvati Himalayan Research Institute of Roerich lMuseum as my
donation, I was practically old to go "whistle for 1t", 7T have letters
rom Horch substantiating the sbove conclusion.

Now, obviously, either I was much mors gullible than you or else you were
more perspicacious or had more intimate contact with other trustess, but

I am sure that such a dark impression as you desgribe esuld not have been
formed before 1935 nor since 1935 by any of your contacts, associations,
or mestings with those from whom I gained inspiration %o strive towards
Light. I mean, of course, Prof. and Madgque oorich, and especially Sina
Lichtmann, Director of Master Institute of United Arts of Roerich Huseum
whom you know. e : ;

When you spesk of someone®s "disillusionmment” T presume you mean the opposite
"camp”, The loyal ones, including Mrs. Lichtmann, wers disillusioned only
-in their erstwhile co.workers whom they trusted implicitly for so many years.
¥y own wagon is still hitched to ihe very same star, ﬂﬁoﬁrieh“, and if the
light from that star is temprarily partially dimmed from us by the smoke of
& “wolcanic sruption” from below, I do not think 1t wiss to ump light-

, nindedly or desparingly into the pit. Let us wait until the ruption"

N Teroves the disturbing elements and then reconstruct our temple.
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We agree that there iz nothing disturbing, =2vil nor wrong with the Museum
itgelf or the paintinges You say there is nothing wrong with Prof., Roerich,
Qd I hgree, Inasmuch as ¥r, and Mra, Lichtmann and ¥iss Grant, even

wpusy in so doing they have been caught and trapped in a volcanic shower,
have remained loyal to Prof, snd Yadsme Roerich and the Insiitutions
there 1s nothlng wrong with them., On the other hand, ilr, Horch has aﬁtaektd
ths Hoorichs, and the loysl Trusteesj he has dismupted the work of the
Institutions and ermushod the schooli he has closed the Yussum; removed
the psintings sand deprived the public of the privilsge of wviswing them.
Can you say that there is nothing disturbing nor wrong with sll this?

You say the Horch "camp' was “blinded”, Prof. Eoerich's loyal supporters
psver were blinded, and they still are quite clear and determined in their
discrimination betwesen right and wrongs Shall we of Americs who revere
our pionser forefathers for these same steriing qualilitles, now go on ree
cord as having lost them and Pecome ag 1ax az a man who upon sssing a
maniae run ambek stands 4{dly by, shaking his head and mattering "poor man”,
or shall we Torgst personslities and move to stop dsstructiond

If a worksr or supperter of the Art Metitute of Chicago with the bald
statement "1 have just decided I do not 1ike Dudley Crafts “atson anc I
sorry. 1 put money into seme of these exhibite’] would suddenly bring

s group of gangsters to remove the entire contents of the museum and

place = sign at the entrance reading "The Art Mstitute of Chicago is no

mors”, I do no% belisve you would stop to inguire whether he intended %o
“'‘burn the “repsures or simply to bury them. I bDélieve you would at losadt

protest against his opening there izmediately a private commercial venture.

As for me I would call it vandalism.

As you see then, Dr. Watson, I Sammot bellews that our two views must
remain always in unalterable end complete contrast, Please understand
. that I appreclate your expressions of high regard for Prof, Roerich,
_bis art and the Institutions, and that I sm writing, with smphasis on
the traditions of justice in trus Amsricanism, in the inters:is of our
art 1ife end progress and the present.day culﬁurs of which you speak and
for whish I hope you will continue to stand,

- Most sincersly yours,

‘Dudlty'Fo:diek 
Vice President
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Aprils 3, 1939

Mr.. Dudley HFosdieck
Vice President
Faamma, Inec.

227 Riverside Drive
New York City

Dear Mr. Fosdiclk:

Your lebtter iaf February 20 reacheéd my desk while
I'was in Mexico, ‘and my seeretary held :it: to my return
o the Yl7th-of *Mareéh. Since then T have had little charice
to go over its detailed and very cle&r statements, and now
I am anxious for you to know. that T understand and sympa=
thize with your viewpolnt -guite thoroughly. :

It the -demolition of. the :hoerich Museum and.:the
Roerich collection is as you state it is a most lament-
able occurrence--only comparable to the dastardly things
that go in the dictator countries. Bubt I still regard
Professor Rocrich's principle and work so masterly that
T know no permanent harm can be done to it. *Mv doubt
regarding the right or wrong of the whole thing had
nothing .to do with any .doubt regarding Professor Roerieh's
supremacy in the whole situation.. T still ‘eontend barricades
of fortitude were laft opén. Only th¥ough acts of neglect
or indifference or lack of vision can anything fail the
supremacy of. the master mind.

The process of building was not. sufficiently laid
upon foundations of strength, -or such a thing as this
could ‘not have happened. Let us not blame Preofessor :
Roerich. : You indicate the necessity of such: -foundations.
His dream world; his- world of harmony probabhly cannot
guite eomprehend. this other thing.  However, hs  did have
the unalloyed and unselfish pgensrous suprort of ‘groups
who have forsaksn-him. 0f course, this has happened to
almost all spiritual leaders. It is too bad that all of
thew seem to have to have enemies. :

T.am still unwilling-to believe. that anything
unlawfully mallcious hadbeen done. ‘I think the money-
changers are too smart to destroy their own property.
They certainly have no intentions of homieides ~They will
want to put that property forth in its fullest value,.

How else can-it be done except by putting it back into
the service. of humanity?  That i -all the worth that it
hasvw

I believe through a loving and intelligent con-
sideration of the ‘other viewpoint with an arbitration of
ideas would bring this. aboubt much more rapidly than
animosity and a vicious struggle. @ You may rest sssured
that I.consider Profsssor Roerich!s contribution impreg-
nable.

Wy mostﬂsuccessful and thoughtrul program this




yoar-is a new Jecture on: !'New Vo*k-_%%e Wonder
I reyview pvlmqrzly the ‘great arcbltﬂ tural aechi
Manhattan, and I point to the vision and
nrage ”blo% makes- possible  the 'New York
P 9595+ Of course, I touech mpon.the unlror 1ti6s:
Yorlk, the great museums with much ent upon
ngr&l collections of treasury, the ;: ropolitan, th
. Yibrary, the Prick -library, etc. . I devote “two
rqtl extensive passages to the direct and individual
oon+~1hutfon of “two Russians, telling the s tory of the
building of the Master I“&,ltdt nd ‘showing-soms. of
Professor ‘Roerich's paintings as an exdmple of that gift
to-the world th t.comes’ to its full fruf  din this
western democracy. ‘And T take "f "h ers %o the
gtvudio of Boris Lovet-Lorski ar 1ow:- His sculptures,
which are the epitome of f:yu“mlc bJ%ULJ throurh the
impassioned loveliness of the order of o No. other
individuals receive any trésatment In i (

T climax
Mother! and his "Bz
‘been done seven times: this
twice more--always for packed
you this in bravado but. only t
lasting gratitude and my deep a
Roerich's art.

Now if there #is anything I possibly ean do in
a.-constructive way to help the situation in New York,
please command me. . TI don't bellieve that any s tones
should be le ft unturned. e shHould uneover the
seorpions behnsath of .clear the way to a perfect under-

standing.

You have upon your shoulders a very big responsi-
pility. I am grateful that you are able to assume it;
and I trust that the clouds will :be dispelled without
storm. '

We do not need to meét out sxpiation; ¥ime does
that. But retribution is very hard to pay for, although
it has.to he.done sooner or later.

The writings of Professor Roeriech's that I refer
to ‘are ‘the hooks that have come since he went to Tibet--
beginning with "Alta Himalaya'. ' I-think there have been
‘three since. They are magnifiicent. : I rejoice in the
last two pamphlets. =

Please regard my interest sincere and eager an-d
keep me in touch with the developments.

Gratefully yours,

(signed) Dudley Crafts Watson
: Extension Lecturer
The “Art Institubte of

Ghicago
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July 31, 1939

Dr. Dudley Crafts Watson
Extension Lecturer
The Art Institute of Chicago

Bear Dry Watson:

Your letter arrived while I was again abeent from the eity and T
em sorry that I was unable teo answer it s00Nar. :

Firéd let me thank vou for your thoroush attention and vesponse
%o my letter. It 88 & most encourazing gign and 1 am sure will
be appréelated by Professor Reerich and by his friends who are
contimuing his woblk,

If all honorary advisors and friends of Aoerich IMusecum would re-
spond In the way that you have T am sure that the fight against
vhat we 8till torm "wandalism” would be Burned %o & quick and
glorious vietory. '

Sinece you offer to do anything possible in a construchive way to
help the situation, may I sond you the now Honograph, Roerich”,
published in Riga, Latvia, recently, with a roguest fnat you write
a review? I am taking the liberty of sending you under suparate
cover an announecement of this book, Ve wil% appreecinte your

help in plaeing such 8 review in publications in the Widuien:
which you may choose, and at the same time ecan promisc you that
it will be published immediatsly in the new magazine issued
quarterly by Flamma Bssociation for the Advaneement of Culture,

I am especially glad to hear of your leetures and your oxtensive
tribute to Professor Roerich, because this is exactly what is most
degirable at the prosent time-seto bring to great numbers of people

- the importance and continuity of his cultural achievements, I hope
that you will continue to give these leetures, and of course “a
for packed houses". In connection with this, may T at this time
propose that you put this material $n the form of an article of
approximately 1500 werds suitable for pablication in the Plamma
Qua!;g_er}z}) LAV TR AR S ng 'tul’/li}t{’ )

(T am sending you the latest issue, and, while I kmow that you
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usually regeive maech higher remuneration for Xour articles, Flamma,
beins a young megagife, cannot pay more than §25.at prosent,

yany of the more active members of our group have gone away for the
sumer months but we hope that the fall will bring moro opportunities
for a united progress in our fask.

T am anxious $o hear from you as %o whether we may send you the
Monograph, and also about the possibility of an artiels for Flamma,
a8 soon ag possible, Let me thank you again for your cooporative
spirit,.

Sincerely yours,

Dudley Fosdieck
\// A-CK \: :

\




