FOR TMMEDIATE RFLEASE

DISTINGUISHED AUDIENCE AT

ROFRICH MUSEULM ANNIVERSARY

A distinzuished group of speakers, consisting of members of
the diplomatic COTES 2nd men prowinent in educational and
artistic fields, addressed a laxoe audience whick insluded out-
standing figures in the cultural and artistic life of Wew York,
at the celebration in henor of the seventh anniversary of the
opening of the Roerich Museum, 310 Riversidd DipdiE, which
t ook place tonight (Tuesday, March 24) at Roerich Hall.

The occasion was alsc one of tribute to Erofessor Wicholas

Roerich, to whom thie nuseum is dedicated, and to the Roexricl

Banner of Feace, which ne created and ¢ esiguec for he grotection

of educational, artistic and scientific institutions throughout
the world in times of war ond peace, by @ plar similer to that

of the Re@ Crosse. As with the Red Crcss, this banner will be
flown above museuns, universities, libraries, cathedzals Zalel @)inlaiEy

educational and cultural centers, gignifying neutrality anc
inviolability, thus preventing a repétition of the atrocities of
previous Wa.IS.

The program tonight was opened by Dr. R.V.D. Magoffin,

president of the American Archaeological Tnstitute, who presided.

Among the speakers was the Hon. Sebastias Sampaio, consul general

of Brazil, who extolled the aims and zchicvements of the Roeric.
Museum, and its efforts for international good-will through arst,
stressing particularly ite work in Tatin-Americas

WT consider it an honor 1o recall the warm welcome and
appreciation of 2ll Latin-America to the expansion work for
international.iriendship done there in the last few years by the
Roerich Museum through literary and artistic interchange," Mr.
Sampaio said. He declared also that nArt is the most beautiful
international language for general understanding throughout the
world. I consider the Roerich lluseum Cne »f its best speakers in
a proactical, noble and brilliant v.ay."

(morec)
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Dr. Jarcslav Novak, consul general of Czechoslcovzkia, spoke
of Frofessor Roerich and his a rtistic and humanistic achieve-
ments. He recalled the artist's first exhibition in Czecho=-
slovakia in 1906, and the excellent reception hig pictures were
accorded. Dr. Novak also expressed his gratitude and that of
the Czechoslovakian people for the work Frofessor Roerich has
done in developing and unifying Czechoslovakian culture and art.

DPr. Charles Fleischer, lecturer, = GLMAERE ; \DasabinEd el hE
and leader of the "Sunday Common s, §in Bastom, and & vice-
president of the Rocrich Mociety of Mew York, was another spea
"Nicholns Roerich symbolizes the dominance of the spirit," Dr.
Fleischer ceclared. UpAparently abs Ui G, on Jae alE gl

now in the high Himalayas, he is as 3 PSS SE  waPUIE e

were on our own.iFagfory : T ich Museum, with its v-st
/ ,,)tﬁ
galleries of his ey FT?U& paintings, the M ster Tastatute ef

JAILSEE, AwERl, BieilE linster Eu}}dlna, ol 1L th; world-wide cultural
activities that center heTe and radiate hence, thesze

so mony fruits s crective spirit, just so

that spirit is cmnipresent ond omnipotent.”

The interest and activities of women in the moverent for
international peace through art was emphasized by Mre. Willizam
Dick Sporborg, president of the New York State Federatiou of
Women's Clubs. Others on the program Werc J.G. Fhelps Stokes,
prominent in the fields of phil-nthropy and rolitical seicnce,
and Leon Dobo, rencwned 2rtist, both of whom are vice-presidents
of the Roerich Society.

Mr. Louis L. Horch, president of the Muscum, n,%&tn las
speaker of the eveningd He reviewed briefly the m:rk of the
Roerich Museum in the seven MeEATrs of its existence, its growth
from o small studio to a great irnctitption, housed in a modern
skyscraper, its all-embracing activites stretching all over the
world, with the guiding spirit of Nicholas Roerich behind it abl.
He s tressed the Roerich E~nner af Feace, which has becn endorsed

by important personazes and institutions all over the werld.

(more)
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"With the adoption of the Bamner we shall have in all < ..
countries a single flag," ke explained."One symbsol, binding all
peoples in a united uncexstanding of the priceless character
off these heritages o9f E 1ty and Knowledge. Here, wherever the
flag shall float, shall be invicolable territory, where art and
science shall stand secure, And men seeing this Banner will
recognize that it yrotects ground, whachyanSasltangen
belongs not to any nation, but &9 21l the wor When mankind
has lenrned the lesson of this symbol of the Eanner of Eeace,
an important step shall hate been taken towards the ultimate
establishment of world peace."
The specches were followed by a reading from the poems of

Nicholas Roerich, by Mis. Bertha kunz Baker, and by musical

selections by Francis Moore, pianist, of the music ieew by o

Nina
Messoges ConvVeEYing greetings anc
received from many distinguished i3l

the world, inclucing Eroresscr Roerich, whe 18 1oy india,

at Urusvati, Himalayar Zesearch Institute ted to seilentifie

research in medicine, bislogy, gedlog&l ‘ 2 cy and other

fields of human kncwledge, Miss Fgther J Licthmann, a trustee

of the Museun, who is alsd &at Urusvati, ond V.A4. Shibayev, one

of the Institute's officials. There were a1lss mHEsSagES IOl
M~came ée Vaux Fhilipau and Dr. GEOTXges Chklaver, presicent and
general secretary of the French Agsociaticn of the Roerileh Seciety

in Foris.







