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REPORT OF THE JAPANEXE CULTURAL EVENT G IVEN NOVEMBER 23rd
UNDER AUS PICES OF THE JAPANESE ROERICH ASSOCIAT ION.

This hag been one of the outstanding events held at the Roerich Museum,
It was presented in Hall 21. The platform had been placed in the center of
the Hall, with the chagrs arranged in a gsemi-circle, and with special flower,
arrangements placed throughout the room, which had been created by Mme,
Saweda, wifle of the Hon. Renzo Sawada, Consul General of Japan.
Every seat in the Hall was taken, and the event warmly applauded by an
appreciative audience.

Mr, Louis L.Horch, Bresident of the Roerich Museum, acted as Chairman
in the absence of Mrs. Nettis 3. Horoh, who unfortumately was ill and could
not be presents Everything had been bssutifully arranged and Supervised in
advance by Mprs, Horch. Mme. Sawada as well as the agsisting artists expressed
the highest apprecistion for the able manner in whieh this event %as handled.

The Ohairman welcomed the distinguished audience in behalf of the Japanese
Roerich Association, and stated that it was the aim of the Founders, Professor
and Madsme Roerich, to present the firest sultural events of all nations at the
Myseum, and through this to promote better international understanding and
friendships The Chairman mentioned also the Museum's cordial friendship with:
high govermmental officials of Nippon, and the splendid cultural cooperation
whieh exists between the Roerich Museum and lsaders in governnental and sultural
ciréiss in Japne Mendion was made of the success of the first Contenporary
Japanese Art Exhibition shown at the Roerich Museunm in cooperation with the
Departmeni of Education in Nippon, the gplendid lecture given by FProfessor
Okakura, and the concert of the Yoshido Trio, 2s well ag other ovents at the
Museum. Mr. Horeh then spoke at length of the splendid and enthusiastic
reception accorded to Frofessor Roerich on his rescent trip to Nippon, mention=
ing that Professor Roerich had been recelived with acclaim by the high govermment
officials, by the publis and by the press, and thet a Hell had been dedicated in
the new Museum in Kyote, in honor of Frofessor Roerich, and where paintings
of Brofesspr Roerich are now on display. The Chairman stated that this truly
represents a spiritual handshake between Nippon and the United States. This
was warmly applauded.

The Opairman then expressed his aprreci ation to Mme. Sawada for her
agsistence in arranging this evening, stating that he racalled with pleasure
meeting her two days aftér her arrival in the United States, at the reception
given in honor of His Excellency, FPrincs Toguwara, - how a%t that Hime Mms.
Sgwada had expressed her great love for beauty and culturse, ‘her desire to do
everythins possible to assist in this cduse, her great interest in New Yok, -
and how worthily she had kept that promisey Mr. Horeh stated that a nation
sould indeed be very proud to have such emissaries of Gulture as lime. Sawada
ani her husband. The Chairman then introduced the program of the evening,
mentioning that we have always admired the art of sand~painting and flower
arranrements which Mme. Sawada was bringinz to us, My, Horsh closed with a
quotation from Frofessor Roerich message at the time of the First Contenporary
Japanese Exhibition at the Myseum: " In speaking of Japan == we may use the
word, beautiful.s..that which has been ereated by the old Japenese, teaches
and smages. An, astounding life is depiocted; even in the mimite is expressed
the great truthe..In a beautiful harmony of polors is expressed a mighty song
which 6an uplift our restless consciousness.” :

Mme. Sawada then gave & deseription of the art of gand-painting in Japan,
and of the symbolism of their flower srrangements. Following this, Mme. Sawada
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oreated in view of the sudiemas, two send paintings: "Fujyema" and "Waves."
Bach of these wag ‘taken aroutd by & gusrd, so that all might see them.
Mg, Sawada was warnly applauded. The charm#and subtlety of her whole
presentation was preatly appreciated.

Mne, Sawede was followed by Mme, Moriwake, who played the Koto. Before
her progrsm, the Cheirman spoke of the Koto, or Japanese harp, and its develop-
ment in Japanese musin lore. As her first numbher Mme. Moriweke played an
elaborete camposition written especially for the Koto by one of Japan's foremost
conposers. This she followed with an encors, = "The Huma ing Insecte

The Program was corsluded by & Jdapanese baritone, Mr., Gaorge Hirosi, who
sang severn] charming songs in Nipponese, féllewing these by "The Last Howr" in
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English, and @ emcore: "Invictus" by Bruno Huhn, also in English.

Mr. Horch spoke a few slosing words, ennoumncing that in response to his
request, Mme, Sewads had graciously consented to create one of hsr sand painbtings
for the Museum, where it would be permanently displayed. This, too, was waruly
eppleuded,

The Chairman again thanked the artists for their cooperation, end promised

thet further Japenese sultursl events would be held by the Japanese Roerich
Assoc iatione

Mme. Sawsda in going through the Museum, spoke in highest terms about the preat
art of Professor Rarich, saying that the pure spirit of Professor Reer ich's art
is so rreatly admired in Nippon.

She mentioned that she had been the recipient of letters from young people in
Nippon who had expressed the greatest intersst in the achievements of Professor
Roerich, It is the Eﬁli : g tl:e,,yriter that Mue . Sawadsa could bhe an asctive
force in spreading Ko Nack; Vol

Mme. Sewads mentioned that she intended to gmo to Nippon in Jamuery for about two
months, end Mr, Horch, in behalf of the Japenese Resrich Assosiaticn, sugses ted
that & tea be given in honor of lMme, Sawade Before her depsrture. IHue. Sawads
fladly sccepted this invitation.

/ X i’. } (@4 / 7 £
ANMto o Mo el

Report by Mr, Louis L. Horch, Chairman




