On April 13th 1938 at 4 P.M. a meeting of the Roerich Museum
Commi ttee was held at 163 West 72nd Street, New York City,

The following persons were present:
Mr. M.M. Lichtman, Chairmen

Mrs. K.3.Campbell, Vice~Chairmen
Mrs. Florentine Sutro

Mrs, sins Lichtman

Mr, Gene Fosdick

Mr. D.C.Mobley

Mrs, M.M, Zimmerman

Mr, Dudley Fosdick

Miss Frances R, Grant

Mrs, Gene Fosdick

Miss G.T.Fritschi, Secretary

le Mr, Lichtman, Chalrmsn of the Committee opened the meeting
and read the declaration of July 24th 1929 which was sent at that
time to President Hoover and which states that the Museum is a gift
to the Natlion. A copy of this declaration is herewlth attached to
the minutes,

2. Mrs. Lichtman proposed that Mr. Gene and Mr, Dudley Fosdick
be elected members of the Roerieh Museum Committee., Motion was duly
made by Mrs. Sutro, seconded by Mrs., Lichtman and Unanimously passed
by the membars p“esen

Mr. Gene FOdeck and Mr. Dudley Yosdick accepbed with thanks,

3. The question came up who had been invited to this meeting
where upon the Secretary read the foliowing list of names to whom
invitations had been sent outs
Ma jor and hrs, J.G. Phelps Stokes Dr, and Mrs., H.J.Forman
Mr. John O'Hara Cosgrave Mrs. Ruth Bvans
Mr. and Mrs. 1van Narodny Professor Radoslavievitech
Mrs., Florentine Sutro , Mr, D.C, Mobley

- Mr, and Mrs, V. Andoga ; ; Dr. And Mrs. Christos Vrionides
Mr. Claude Bragdon : : Mr. J.E.Schrack
Mr. A, Merritt : : Mr, Dudley Fosdick :
Mr. And Mrs. Gene Fosdick Mr,. and Mrs, David Grz=nt
Mr, and Mrs. M.M.Zimmermen bir, M.M.Lichtman
Miss Frances R. Grant : lirs, Sina Lichtman
Mrs. K.S.Campbell - : Miss Gel. Fritschi

4, Mr. Lichtman Proposed thet Mrs, Gene Fosdiek and Mr, D.C. Mobley
be elected members of the Roerich Museum Committee; motion duly
made by Mrs, Sutro and seconded by Mrs, Campbell was unanimously
pessed by the members present, .

Mrs, Gene Fosdiek and Mr, Mobley accepted with thanks.

5. Mrs. Lichtman read a 1etter of Professor Roerich dated Nay
20th 1937, a copy of which is herewith attachod to the m|nuted.

6. Mrs. Sutro was asked to read her letter of February Sth 1938
addressed to Mr. Ernst as well ag the reply of Mr. Ernst of February
7th 1988, also the reply of Mrs, Sutro on February 8th, 1938, The

gi were dul¥ gned by Mrs, Sutro and the Committee is allowed to
those letters eresever it seems adv1sable.
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7. A vote of thanks was expressed by the Committee to Mrs. Sutro
for the forcefulness of her letter to #r. Ernst,

8, ' lrs. Campbell proposed that the original declaration or a
photostat of the Declarstion be added to the protest.

9, Mrs, Liehtman reéad the protest which Dr. Formesn had prepared
for this occasion. The protest was acclaimed as excellent and members
of the Committee signed 1it.

10, 1t was decided to gather as many signatures of friends -as
pbssiblae-especially the signatures of the members of the Committee
who had not been able to be present,

11, It was then decided to have the original protest with its
signstures printed by 8 special process and sent out widely for
additional signatures.

12. A vote of thanks was expressed by the Committee to Dr. Forman
for the drafting of the protest,

1%, Mr. Dudley Fosdick proposed to offer a guarantee of & sum
up to $100,00 to ecover the expenses of the commiltee incurred in the
printings, mailing and spreading of the protest,.

A vote of thanks was expressed by the committee to Mr. Dudley
Fosdick for his generous offer,

14. The meeting was there upon adjourned.




We, the undersigned membsrs.of the Roerich Muscum
Committee and Frisnds of the Roerich Museum, do hereby most
earnestly and vigorously protest against the unprecedented
and reckless vandalism that has thrown into litigation a
public institution of the highest most valuable and desirable
character, namely the Roerich Museum, with the object of
disestablishlng and wrecking it.

The Roerich Museum, unique among institutions in
fimerica, and dedicated to beauty, culture and the fine arts,
housing a collection of the paintings of Nicholas Roerich,
one of the world's foremost artists, duly incorporated under
the laws of the State of New York, was by a document executed
on the 24th day of «July 1920 and’ SLgnPd by its trustees,
proclaimed the property of the American neople, and by that
document duly dedicated to the nation.

Since then certain persons among those trustees
bave of wilful and set purpose set about to wreck and disinte-
grate the institution, the Museum and 1ts school, by throwing
it into litigaticn,with the object of recovering thelr personal
and monetary contribution to it and ousting the other trustees,
whose tenure as attested by their own signatures, is for Wife.
It is significant that this action was taken almost simultaneously
with the adoption of the reorganization plan which alleviated
the financial burdens of maintaining the Museun property.

We solemnly protest that a museum of the worth and
status of the Roerich Museum can no more be assaulted and wrecked
in this manner than an university, s ome contributor to which
desired to recover his personal gift or contribution to its
endowment .

Most solemnly and earnestly we protest against such
action. Sincerely we bespeak the interest and protest of the
American people against a procedure which would rob it of a
beautiful institution and a national property, and the clty
of New York of one of its outstanding treasuries of art and
beautye.

Such an act we believe, irresvective of its legalistic
technicalities and aspects, is contrary to all practice and

against the public interest, and we earn°stly ask the support
and interest of American public opinion in our heartfelt

protest.
New York, April 13, 1938,
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On July 6, 1938 at 2 Ps Ma 2 meeting. of the Roerich Museum Committee

was:held . at 165- West 728nd Street, New York City.

The tollauing persons were present: lirs. Floremitine Sutro, Chalrmang
Nrs. K. G Campbell, Major J. G. Fhelpseitokes, irse Sina Lichimanm,

MWss Frences Gramb, lrs. Sophie Schafran, irs Ds O Nobley, Princess

Charkhovskey, Miss Spire, Mrs. Lotus Dudley, Dr, Christos Vrionides,

Mrse Vrionides, MNrs Joseph Zarl Shrask, and ir. Dudley Fosdicks

- ds *  Hrs, Sulro, Chairman, opened the meeting by asking $hat the
minutezs of the praviaus‘ meeting e reads  Hr. Fpadick was asked to act
as secretary in absence of Miss Fritchi who was uoable to attends

Ze - Tho acting secratary feaa the minutes of the meeting of April
13, which were apprave_d 88 reads ‘

S Letters were read from Claude Bragdon, Yrofessor Radosavijevieh,
lire Mexritt, ond ume. Armsudet expreesz.ng theirx syapathy with the purpose
of the megting and their regret st being unable to attend,

4a Hrss Lichtmenn stated that ¥r. ¥ M Lichtmamm, finding it nee=-
essary to be in Senta Fe earlier in the season,; had regquested rs, Sutre
to act as CGhairman in his absenoes Mrs. Lichtuann thercupon made a motion
nominating ifrs. uutra» as acting Chalxmn. Hajor Stokes seeonded the uoe-"
tion which wes unavimously carl ied, | '

Be In response to an inguiry fram the chairmn, Ex, ﬁosdick stated
that he had recentl? visited the m:wemn at .510 Riverside Drive; and had
found & great nony art ebjects formerly in -the Tivetan Mbmxy foe&ng dis-
‘played as pai:'t of the new "e:xhi‘bition- on vthe pecond floor; in the former

_quarters of the Roerich Huseume m. Foﬂdick»axplamad: that the Tthetan
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tankas wero slse included in this display; and that the door to the
Tibetan Iibrary ox Hall of the. Bast, was locked, and pre.emt disposition
6:?.‘ t.hé Kap jur-Tanjur collection could not be ascertained. Mrs, Sutro aske
| ed Major Stokes for his opinion on the advisabllity of a protesi over this
apparent seisure, lajor Stokes sald Shat in his opinion no sctiom should
be taken at present while f,he Huseum was in litiga$ion, Mise Grant pointe
ed out that the iussum itself weas notl as yet directly in litigation, adde
ing that at precent the case techni¢ally involved only shares of the lase
7 ter Institute of United Art., Ings -
‘ . In-the followingz discussion partaining %o profest over the ac-
tions of cmib Horeh, lrs Lichtmann prosemted a clipping from the Vashing
ton .?ost of June 28, a letuer to the =dizer writien on behalf of <he Alumni
of lasier Inntitute Dy Nr. Auriel Eea,semer, the Chairmen of Aluimi Assuciation.
Mrss Lightmann read the 1attar upon reque.at of the C:haiman, and @ capy is
attached 0 theue ms.rmte
; ?.' Hrse ..,ichtmm vead o letter f.'z-om Hrss Sutroy to thes editar of
- the Hew Yurk Timeb, whieh was printed on -y 1% 1938. Copy attached herh
8. - The secretery read the official protest of the Trustees of Roe=-
rich Eauseum written by Eraueas 3. Granty Vice-x’resident, which appeared in
Qea York Times on May 15, 1038, capy attached.
| 9. i&rs, Ltahtmann thereupon stated that she had been asked by irs
Sutre to. draft a poscible lettier to I.onia Horch which mt@ht ‘be written a8 &
| pratest by maividuals, oY & small grovy axclnaive of rmmteea. aLoa* the
closing ci‘ tha ﬂmeum. Hrs, Liahtmnn ”tated. that Hrse ‘Butre had been vary_.
active im the entire Roerich /.maewn case and that due to her influence the
: »bin for tax exampum for tha theatre at 310 Riverside Drive operated by
iira, Earch sah:lch was te h.ave been introducad befare the City Cmmcil had
: boan Suppraahed. - m's. Liahtmm then read the tantativa draﬂ of the pro-

poscd le tter-

'w.j : m.] or mtek% therenpen expres»ed hi& disagrsement. uith the aend-
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ing oui of the proposed letter, He especially fell that the peint about
the painting:s being given to the Nation by the Trustees of the Reerich
K@eum a§uld not be mentioned, as this gift was not acknowledged by President
Hoover, to whom g letter with the Doclaration of a gift of the paintings to
the NHation was sent in 1929 -
In the disgussion which arvse after Major Stokes' stateuenty Mies
Grant and Mrs. Lightuenn pointed cut that the beelarat.ian signed by the
Trusteas,; including iir, and Hrs. Horehy was & wmoral obligation and should
st:lil be regarded as sueh al present, This Declaration was zeprinted in
pnumerous publications of the Huseum, and Ef.r. Horch stated 3.:3 writing, as
.well as in his specches and otherwise,; that Reerich Mussum pai‘ﬁi;in&s bew
longed to the Nation by virtus of he Declaration which was signed by all
Trustees in 1929, |
ihile Major wtakes insisted upon his point, the c&irm‘m apd the snem-
bor:x £elt f;hat the moral ob.tlgatmn of people who give a proamice and aign
“their nanes undﬂ.c sucha promise, &5 definitely binding on those péoples
Ma:;or utakes, due £0 the Jlimited aumount of fime which he could give tu the
meéesing, excnsed himself, and befure leaving, Stated that he was whole=
heartedly with ;Prdi‘es.jor Roé:ich, &> he has proven during all these Jeurse -
. Miss Grant gnd lirss Lichtmmm éxp.i’égﬁeﬁ daep appreciaiion _:&"az- njor
Stokes 's gonstant ',aa;si:a'tanca,and‘ noble atiitudes _‘
y § S The discussi-on cuntinuad' on the 'praposed protest létwr iiss
Grant uuweatinb th&t it bhauln be xrm inamiauala rather than & cam.ttteo
- ‘and ‘thst eoch sh&ld wrne differently. alao t.he letters shenl& be addrea;-
‘aed to ?ﬁr. L‘an’iﬁa Axnst, inatea.d of .:w, hﬁnrt.h, aduin.b tha?. aix;"ﬁorch would
of agiixse thwow it Anto the waste backebs | y e
‘ 12.. i M s:chrach de his epinion t.hat the leiterx waula. have a vale
uable effect regardlesr whether it re“cheu the wasae basket or noty, becausef
of "moral azmcyauw.; He agreed. ﬁxat letters eould aisc be writtes toﬁ:»'

'ﬁezris Ernst, whmhe temed as a “pol.itinal aoldiar 91 zortm‘e.

'-xs;.v M. &Oulﬁy auggested that individual lettera could be aant. teo




various people end that copies in every case could be sent to Lrnst, cone
tinuing the "moral annoyance.”
Mro. Lichitumng objecwd to Lthis suggestion, Stating;‘ that séming all
such letisxs %o :&r.. Amet vould reveal to hiwm all our actiens snd ‘rmtacts.
14, lixss Compbell objeched o the latter half of the letter as ree
vealing Ene intimate én éc'quaiuﬁanca with poinis involved in the litigation.

15 . disz Grant suggested fhat a 1ist of people %o whom individual

protest leiiers might 'be addréasaedg <houd be prepared mg that friends could

then chaas,e from this 1ist and write their individual protvests, - She also
.augsaated vhat & .w.ra.e public megeting of proLest be arranged fox Z'?‘reptember
wvhich would be tlu.i.ly. v |
Abe ;ﬁrs. Veionides sugzested that an iupressive letier ¢4 the press
way be ﬁrf.tten ‘drum the student bodys graduates of the Yesser Institute.
Alaso tha ¢ inaiviamal friends mighﬁ write Lo art ¢ritices
17, lirs, Lichbmanp suggested that letters should be writien to the
duectors of muwem with a view Lo agking thenm to express their *xotest |
ag..,inst this mada.awm. 5iiss Grant suggested in this conneeiion w:iung
to Dr. Colewan of the Assgciation of Museums in Washingtone .
iBe }.am., catyo 3%0&»3& m'it.zrsgtn the Tcxx ccmisswn, and Hiss Grant
.g&ve the name of ;Iubﬂxt bexaney as one . ci the five members oi this comisaion
adding thau tlw othar aamw gould eauz.ly be Beoured.

19, - The weeting was thereupon adjourned.




