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THE FOURTH CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF BUDDHISTS

2500
1956

MANKIND is faced today with the greatest problem that it has ever
been confronted withe With the invention of nuclear weapons the problem
of maintaining Peace has become a concern of all peoples, and the people
gll the world over are crying for Peace; but the yearning for Peace, born
of fear, can never be a lasting one, and Hatred, Greed and Delusion, the
cause of all human ills and wars will not cease of themsddves., FPeople have
now begun to realise that the materal well-being and scientific advancement
alone will not bring Peace and Happiness to Mankind. The need for spititual
and moral well-being is even greater. At this critical juncture of our
history we turn towards the sublime tea-chings of the Buddha wekikhmiemsyxim
which alone, in the words of the Preamble to the Constitution of the World
Fellowship of Buddhists, can save the world "by inspiring and influencing
the peoples of the earth and their Gov—ernments to lead the Budchist way
of 1ife, which is for all ages and times, 8O that there be Peace and
Harmony emongst men and happiness for all beings" e

With this end in view He. Me the King of Nepal, Mahendra Vira Vikrama
Shah Deva, His Majesty's Government and the people of Nepal, respectfully
obeying the holy will of the late King, the beloved and mach lamented
Tribhuvana Vira Vikrama Shah Deva, have decided to call the Fomrth
Conference of the World Fellowship of Buddhgist, under the auspici€s of
the Dharmodaya Sabha, in Kathmandu, Nepal, the land of the Buddha's birth
and of ancient Buddhist culture.

The Bharmodaya Sabha thankfully recalls with what pleasure the
proposal to hold the Fourth Conference of the World Fellowship of Buddhists
in Nepal was accepted when it wasannounced during the Third Conference
at Rangoon; and, the Dharmodaya Sabsh has now the honour, on behalf of the
World Fellowship of Buddhists (Nepal Centred, to extend invitation to
TWO delegates to attend the Fourth Conference of the World Fellowship
of Buddhists to be held on November 7, 1956 at Kathmandu. It is sincerely
believed that with your delegations' participation and cooperation the
Conference will not only be a success but that we will be able to take a
step towards the high ideals of universal Peace and Buddhist unitye

May we have the ple asure of hearing from you soon ?

Mre George No Roerich,
P.0Os Kalimpong,
Darjiling,

INDIA.

4) ,.a!m,\:‘ f@”n{;ﬂ//‘”ﬁ* n{’:;fv“‘i:.yi»"iu& A
(Bhilﬁ?hu Smri tananda Sthavir)
President,

Dharmodaya Sabhae

You? in Dhaums,




FORM TO BE FILLED UP BY A DELEGATE OR AN OBSERVER

to

the 4th World Buddhist Conference, November 7, 1956 Kathmandu, Nepal.

Are you a delegate or an observer ot special invitee? ... ..

Name in full ( in block letters ) -

Permanent Address in full ( in block letters ) ... ... oo woo e

Nationality at birth and at present... ..

Qccupation ...

Abero ot b o imalelon ferale Wk oan o married or  unmarried ... Vel s eee e

If member of any Society or Organization, the name and address of the same ... «i veovee con o

Qualification, if any... ... ... .
Date of your arrival in Kathmandu ...

Duration of your stay in Kathmandu ...

Do you intend to stay in Nepal after the Conference, if so, how long will you stay? ... ... ... ...

What for do you want to stay ? ...

13| Where will you stay or with whom will you stay ? ... .

14 Have vou ever been to Nepal before 2 ... ce .o
15 Do you know anybody 1n Nepal ? if so, give the name e B o e h o LV SN A O S O

Do you intend to get contact with any Merchant, Scholar, Political Leader, Social Leader, or any
Government Official during your stay in Rl L S e e i e e e s
What do you like to see specially during your stay in Nepal? ... .o oo e e s e e

Who will arrange for your return journey ? ... e see e e

Are you vegetarian or non-vegetarian ? ...

Can you take any kind of food that we get in Nepal or do you require any special food? ... ... .

Are you carrying with you sufficient winter clothes such as Blanket, Sweater etc. ? ... ... ... ...

Do you intend to go to Delhi direct from Nepal or you intend to go on pilgrimage in India

after the Conference ? ... ... ...

Signature

This form after being filled up should be sent soon to Dharmodaya Sabha, Kathmandu,
so that necessary arrangements for Visas and other things can be made in time.




FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

The Government and the people of Mepal join with the Dharmodaya Sabha in welcoming you to
this ancient land of the Buddha's brith and the mighty Himalayas.

The delegates and special invitees will be the guest to the Dharmodaya Sabha from
Nox{ember 4 to Novermber 14, 1956

It would be appreciated if the name of the chief of the delegation is intimated in advance
and a photo of the delegates is also sent.

The chief delegate may bring his national flag with him.

Copies of the resolutions to be moved at the Conference may please be sent in advance
and not later than September 15, 1956. We should also like to have a short report on the
Buddhist activities in your country. The report may please be accompanied by an English
translation if the same i1s in any other language.

Booklets and leaflets for distribution to the delegates who number about 300 may please be
brought.

The Dharmodaya Sabha will render all possible assistance and hospitality to observers but
all expenses will have to be borne by the observers themselves.

The following information is givem - for general guidance:
GENERAL INFORMATION

Nepalese currency is in circulationin the country but Indian currency is also accepted
in the market. Traveller's’ check can also be cashed in the Nepal Bank Ltd., Kathmandu.
One U. S. Dollar is approximately equivalent to Indian Rs. 3/12/- or Nepalese Rs. 5/-. One £
sterling is appoximately equivalent to Indian Rs, 13/12/6 or Nepalese Rs. 20/-. It is to be
noted that there is a constant fluctuation in the exchange rate in the market.
Foreign imported goods will be found rather high priced in the Kathmandu market.
Nepalese products which you can take home as souvenir are products of art and crafts,
home woven textile, etc.
November is one of the best months to visit Nepal. The weather is fine. Temperature
in Kathmandu during the month will be around 40°—45° F. It is advisable to bring your
' woollen clothing and one or two blankets.

TRAVELLING

For entry into Nepal, Visa is required and it may be obtained from any one of the
following missions:—

( a ) Nepalese Consulate General, 25 Raja Santosh Road, Alipore, Calcutta 27.

( b ) Nepalese Einbassy, 12 Bara Khamaba Road, New Delhi.

( ¢ ) Nepalese Consulate, 104 Sanchaung Street Mynigone, P, O. Cantonment, Rangoon. Butma.
( d ) Nepalese -Embassy, 12 A~ Kensignton Palace Gardens, London W 8.

( e ) Delegates from countries other than mentioned above should first secure VISA for INDIA
Each delegate, special invitee and observer should have at least 6 passport size photographs
required to obtain Visas.

You can travel by Indian Airlines Corporation plane from Calcutta, India, direct to
Katmandu, Nepal ( 3 hours ). Fare Indian Rs. 128/-. Personal baggage up to 44 lbs. is allowed
free. Excess baggage is charged annas 8 per lb. Travelless holding any international airlines
ticket will be sllowed 66 Ibs. of personal baggage free. :

You can also travel from Calcutta to Patna by train ( 12 hours ). Fare- Class I Rs 30/-
Class II Rs. 20/—, Class III Rs. 10/-. From Patna the journey can be made by I. A. C.
plane ( rhour ). Fare Rs 5o/ - . Excess baggage is charged annas 4 per 1 1b.

The journey from Calcutta up to Raxaul on the  Indo-Nepalese border can be made by train
( 28 hours ). Fare Class I Rs. 40/-, Class II Rs. 28/-, Class III Rs 15/-. From Raxaul to
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Birganj on the Nepalese side of the border the journey can be made by Nepal Government
Railway or by horse drawn Ekka ( half an hour), and from Birganj to Simra (1 hour)
by train. From Simra the journey to Kathmandu can be made by 1. A. C. plane in 18 minutes.
The I, A. C. have their booking Office at Birganj ( near the railway station ). Air fare is
Rs. 23/— and excess baggage is charged annas 2 per |b.
Those interested in enjoying natural scenery may also travel the over land route, It usually
takes one and half day from Birganj to Kathmandu and the journey is accomplished by train, bus
and for the greater part on foot, There is also the newly constructed motor road but whether
it will be open at the time cannot, however, be predicted now.
To travel by train in India and Nepal it is advisable to provide yourself with a light bedding
with blankets and sheets.
The most convenient way to reach Kathmandu is to travel by plane from Calcutta: or from
Patna. -
. The Dharmodaya Sabha is anxious to make your visit as pleasant as possible but you will
appreciate that with many delegates attending, accomodation, specially at Lumbini which
. 1s still in a stage of reconstruction, will be in the nature of camp life on pilgrimage.
. The lack of modern means of transport and communication and the best hotel accomodation will
perhaps mean adifficulty to you but we sincerely hope that the natural beauty of Nepal will more
than compensate for this inconveneince.

ACCOMMODATION

Hotel charges for lodging and boarding range from Rs. 15/— to Rs. 54/~ per day. (Rice and

curry are the main food in Nepal but western style food is also served in the hotels. )
VISITING PLACES

There are three main cities in Nepal Valley, Kathmandu, the modern capital, Lalitapur, ancient
seat of Buddhist art and culture as Kyoto is in Japan, Mandale in Burma, Nakhaun Pathaun in
Thailand, Kandy in Ceylon and Ankor Wat in Cambodia, and Bhaktapur, the old capital.
Tours will be conducted in Kathmandu, Lalitapur, Bhaktapur and Lumbini. The delegates and
special invitees will be taken by special plane to Bhairahawa, Lumbinj (r hour). If observers desire
to visit Lumbini, intimation should be given in writing to the Conference Office on tieir
arrival at Kathmandu. Air fare from Kathmandu to Bhairawa, Lumbini ( Rs. 68/~ 1. C, ) will
have to be borne by the observer.

Some of the places of interest may not be accessible to motor cars. Still the taxi is the
best means of transport. Taxis charge about Rs, 40/~ per day but distance is also taken into

account,
N. B,
In order that accommodation and other arrangements can.be m

ade in time it is requested th4t

. _ invitee and observer ag per attached form
is. to be sent as soon as possible so as to reach the Conference |Office_not later than
September 15, 1956. | "

necessary information for each: delegate, special

GENERAL PROGRAMME
of
the 4th Conference of W. J. B.

Wednesday, 7th November 1956 — Opening Session. Inaguration by H. M. The
Thursdey, 8th November 1956 — Confererce at Kathmandy, :

Fricay gth November 1956 — Conference at Kathmandy.

Saturday  10th November 1956 — Visit to Lalitapur.

Sunday 11th November 1956 — Visit to Bhaktapur.

King

h N nber 1956 — Departure for Bha; s :
Monday  12th November 195 patture for Bhairahawa, Lumbini by special plane.
Tuesday  13th November 1956 — Morning: Conference 4t Lumbini Park.

fternoon: part 1 i
Afternoon Departure for respective countries,

( This programme is subject to alteration )

Dharmodaya Sabha

| Kathmandu, Nepal.
““*Nepal Press, Ason Tyouda, Kathmandu. Nov. 7. 1055.
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FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

The Government and the people of Nepal join with the Dharmodaya Sabha in welcoming you to
this ancient land of the Buddha's brith and the mighty Himalayas.

The delegates and special invitees will be the guest to the Dharmodaya Sabha = from
November 4 to Novermber 14, 1956

It would be appreciated if the name of the chief of the delegation is intimated in advance
and a photo of the - delegates is also sent.

The chief delegate may bring his national flag with him.

Copies of the resolutions to be moved at the Conferer,ce may please be sent in advance
and not later than September 15, 1956. We should also like to have a short report on the
Buddhist activities in your country. The rep>rt may please be accompanied by an English
translation if the same is in any other language.

Booklets and leaflets for distribution to the delegates who number about 300 may please be
brought.

The Dharmodaya Sabha will render all possible assistance and hospitality to observers but
all expenses will have to be borne by the observers themselves.

The following information is given for general guidance:
GENERAL INFORMATION

Nepalese currency is in. circulation in the country but Indian cutrrency is also accepted
in the market. Traveller's check can also be cashed in the Nepal Bank Ltd, Kathmandu.
One U. S. Dollar is approximately equivalent to Indian Rs. 3/12/- or Nepalese Rs. 5/-. One £
sterling is appoximately equivalent to Indian Rs, 13/12/6 or Nepalese Rs. 20/-. It is to be
noted that there is a constant fluctuation in the exchange rate in the market.

Foreign imported goods will be found rather high priced in the Kathmandu market.
Nepalese products which you can take home as souvenir are products of art and crafts,
home woven textile, etc.

. November is one of the best months to visit Nepal. The weather isfine. Temperature
in Kathmandu during the month will be around 40°—45° F. It is advisable to bring your
woollen clothing and one or two blankets.

TRAVELLING

For entry into Nepal, Visa is required and it may. be obtained from any one of the
following missions:—
( a ) Nepalese Consulate General, 25 Raja Santosh Road, Alipore, Calcutta 2

( b ) Nepalese Einbassy; 12 Bara Khamaba Road, New Delhi.

( ¢ ) Nepalese Consulate, 104 Sanchaung Street Mynigone, P, O. Cantonment, Rangoon, Burma.
( d ) Nepalese Embassy, 12 A Kensignton Palace Gardens, London W 8.

( e ) Delegates from countries other than mentioned above should first secare VISA for INDIA
Each delegate, special invitee and observer should have at least 6 passport size photographs
required to obtain Visas. ’
You can travel by Indian Airlines Corporation plane from Calcutta, India, direct to
Katmandu, Nepal ( 3 hours ). Fare Indian Rs. 128/-. Personal baggage up to 44 lbs. is allowed
free. Excess baggage is charged annas 8 per lb. Travellers holding any international airlines
ticket will be allowed 66 lbs. of personal baggage free.

You can also travel from Calcutta to Patna by train ( t2 hours ). Fare- Class I Rs, 30/—
Class II Rs.20/—, Class III Rs. 10/-. From Patna the journey can be made by I. A. C.
plane ( 1 hour ). Fare Rs 50/ — . Excess baggage is charged annas 4 per 1 1b.

The journey from Calcutta up to Raxaul on the Indo-Nepalese border can be made by train
(28 hours ). Fare ClassIRs. 40/-, Class II Rs. 28/-, Class III Rs 15/-. From Raxaul to
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Birganj on the Nepalese side of the border the journey can be made by Nepal Government
Railway or by horse drawn Ekka ( half an hour), and from Birganj to Simra (1 hour)
by train.'From Simra the journey to Kathmandu can be made by I. A. C. plane in 18 minutes.
The I, A. C. have their booking Office at Birganj ( near the railway station ). Air fare is
Rs. 23/— and excess baggage is charged annas 2 per Ib.

Those interested in enjoying natural scenery may also travel the over land route, It usually
takes one and half day from Birganj to Kathmandu and the journey is accomplished by train, bus
and for the greater part on foot, There is also the newly constructed motor road but whether
it will .be open at the time cannot, however, be predicted now.

To travel by train in India and Nepal it 1s advisable to provide yourself with a light bedding
with blankets and sheets.

8. The most coavenient way to reach” Kathmandu is to travel by plane from Calcutta or from
Patna.

9. The Dharmodaya Sabha is anxious to make your visit as pleasant as possible but you will
appreciate that with many delegates attending, accomodation, specially at Lumbini which
is still in a stage of reconstruction, will be in the nature of camp life on pilgrimage.

. The lack of modern means of transport and communication and the best hotel accomodation will
perhaps mean adifficulty to you but we sincerely hope that the natural beauty of Nepal will more
than compensate for this inconveneince. e

ACCOMMODATION

Hotel charges for lodging and boarding range from Rs. 15/- to Rs. 54/- per day. (Rice and
curry are the main food in Nepal but western style food is also served in the hotels. )

VISITING PLACES

. There are three main cities in Nepal Valley, Kathmandu, the modern capital, Lalitapur, ancient
seat of Buddhist art and culture as Kyoto is in Japan, Mandale in Burma, Nakhaun Pathaun in
Thailand, Kandy in Ceylon and Ankor Wat in Cambodia, and Bhaktapur, the old capital.
Tours will be conducted in Kathmandu, Lalitapur; Bhaktapur and Lumbini. The delegates and
special invitees will be taken by special plane to Bhairahawa, Lumbini (1 hour). If observers desire
to visit Lumbini, intimation should be given in writing to the Conference Office on their
arrival at Kathmandu. Air fare from Kathmandu to Bhairawa, Lumbini ( Rs. 68/~ 1. C, ) will
have to be borne by the observer.

Some of the places of interest may not be accessible to motor cars. Still the taxi is the
best means of transporc. Taxis charge about Rs, 40/~ per day but distance is also taken into
account,

N. B,

In order that accommodation and other arrangements can be made in time it is requested that

necessary information for each delegate, special invitee and observer as per attached form

1s to be sent as soon as possible“so as to reach the Conference Office not later than
September 15, 1956.

GENERAL PROGRAMME
of
the 4th Conference of W. F. B.

Wednesday, 7th November 1956 — Opening Session. Inaguration by H. M. The King
Thursday, 8th November 1956 — Conference at Kathmandu.

Fricay gth November 1956 — Conference at Kathmandu.

Saturday 10oth November 1956 — Visit to Lalitapur.

Sunday 11th November 1956 — Visit to Bhaktapur. :

Monday  12th November 1956 — Departure for Bhairahawa,

: Lumbini by special plane.
Tuesday 13th November 1956 — Morning: Conference at Lumbjni Park.

Afternoon: Departure for respective countries,
( This programme is subject to alteration )

Dharmodaya Sabha,

Kathmandu, Nepal.
™*Nepal Press, Ason Tyouda, Kathmandu. Nov. 7, 1956.
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